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JULY, 1835. 

Article I. 
Fairy Stones, 




During the course of last summer, while exploring the 
fertile valley of the Tweed, in the vicinity of Melrose, the 
Editor was presented, by an esteemed friend, with a number 
of little rounded pieces of stone, of which the accompanying 
wood-cut is intended to form a full size representation. They 
are denominated by the common people fairy stones^ from 
a tradition that the locality from which they are derived 
was the residence of the fairies. They consist of a calca- 
reous schist, which has been broken down and fashioned 
into the regular forms delineated, by the influence of the 
current. Analysis gave 

Carbonate of lime . . . 58*5 
Schistose matter .... 41*5 

100- 
Many of them possess a border as if they had been turned 
by a lathe, and exhibit sculptures on their surface resem- 
bling oriental letters. 

Sir Walter Scott, in the introduction to the Monastery, 
has alluded to these curious fragments, and has described 

VOL. II. B 
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2 Fairy Stones. [July 

the glen where they are found, and its neighbourhood, so 
well, that no apology is necessary for introducing the 
following extract: Opposite to Melrose " might be seen 
the remains of ancient enclosures, surrounded by sycamores 
and ash trees of considerable size. These had once formed 
the crofts or arable ground of a village, now reduced to a 
single hut, the abode of a fisherman, who also manages a 
ferry. The cottages, even the church which once existed 
there, have sunk into vestiges hardly to be traced without 
visiting the spot, the inhabitants having gradually with- 
drawn to the more procqperous town of Galashiels, which 
has risen into consideration within two miles of their 
neighbourhood. Superstitious eld, however, has tenanted 
the deserted graves with aerial beings, to supply the want 
of the mortal tenants who have deserted it. 

'^ The ruined and abandoned churchyard of Boldside has 
been long believed to be haunted by the fiiiries, and the 
deep broad current of the Tweed, wheeling in moonlight 
round the foot of the steep bank, with the number of trees 
originally planted for shelter round the fields of the 
cottagers, but now presenting the effect of scattered and 
detached groves, form a scene which Oberon and Queen 
Mab might love to revel in." 

^' Another and more £Etmiliar refuge of the elfin race (if 
tradition is to be trusted) is the glen of the river or rather 
brook named the Allen which falls into the Tweed, from 
the northward about a (quarter of a mile above the present 
bridge. As the streamlet finds its way behind Lord 
Somerville's hunting seat, called the Pavilion, its valley has 
been popularly termed the Fairy Dean, or rather the Name*- 
less Dean, because of the supposed ill luck attached by tl^e 
popular faith of ancient times, to any one who might name 
or allude to the race, whom our&thers distinguished as the 
Good Neighbours, and the Highlanders called Daoine Shie, 
or Men of Peace ; rather by way of compliment than on 
account of any particular idea of friendship. 

** In evidence of the actual operations of the fairy people, 

even at this time, little pieces of calcareous matter are found 

- in the glen after a flood, which either the labours of these 

tiny artists, or the eddies of the brook among the stones, 

have formed into a fantastic resemblance of cups, saucerd. 
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bMiiis, and the like, in which children who gather them 
pretend to diflcem fidrj utensils." The streamlet is *' after 
traversing the romantic ravine called the Namdess Dean, 
thrown off from side to vide alternately, like a Ulliard hall 
repelled by the sides of the table on which it has been 
played." 



Article II. 

On Urine. By Thomas Thomson, M.D., F.R.S. L. & E., 
&c., Regius Professor of Chemistry in the University of 
Glasgow. 

HuMAK urine when newly emitted has usually a yellow 
colour and is perfectly transparent. It is said that when 
'allowed to stand in a glass, it gradually deposits a small 
quantity of mucous sediment. But I have been able to 
observe this only occasionally, when in all probability the 
secretion of mucus had beendncreased by some circumstance 
or other. In certain diseases of the bladder, the quantity of 
mucus in urine is very considerable, and it occasionally 
puts on an appearance so like pus that the diagnosis is very 
difficult. 

Urine newly emitted has a very distinct aromatic smell, 
which has been compared to that of violets. When it cools 
the aromatic odour leaves it and is succeeded by another 
well known by the name of urinous. This odour is in two 
or three days succeeded usually by another, which has 
considerable resemblance to that of sour milk. This smell 
gradually disappears in its turn and is succeeded by a fetid 
ammoniacal odour. 

Urine has a disagreeable bitter saline taste of very 
various d^rees of intensity. Sometimes so slight that it 
can barely be distinguished from that of water. In such 
eases it is Mftrly colourless. When urine is high coloured 
its tast6 is always strong. 

Nothing is more variable than the colour of urine. The 
moiBt oommon colour is yellow of various shades ; some- 
times it passes into orange or even into red. It is said to 
be deeper in men than in women, but I have not been able 
to satisfy myself that any such difference exists. There is 

B 2 , 
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an intimate connexion between the depth of the colour and 
the quantity emitted. When .the urine is scanty it is al- 
ways deeply coloured. Hence the reason of the red colour 
of urine in fevers . When the quantity emitted is great the 
colour is pale. I have seen it in cases of. hysteria so nearly 
colourless and tasteless, that it was only by concentration 
I was able to satisfy myself that it contained the usual con- 
stituents of urine. When such urine is concentrated it 
gradually acquires the usual yellow colour of urine, and 
this colour deepens into red when the concentration is 
pushed far enough. Sometimes urine contains bile, and 
then its colour is orange yellow. The presence of bile is 
easily detected by pouring a little muriatic acid into the 
urine suspected to contain it. If any be present the CQlonr 
immediately changes into green. 

Occasionally the colour of urine is so deep that it appears 
almost black ; this is sometimes owing to a mixture of blood, 
but sometimes it is produced by the substances taken into 
the stomach. Thus, when preparations of iron are given at 
the same time with rhubarb, the urine is said to assume a 
blackish colour. Urine has frequently a red colour, and the 
shade varies from rose red to scarlet. Red urine commonly 
characterizes an inflammatory state of the system. Such 
urine is always scanty. What the colouring matter is to 
which it owes its particular tint has not been ascertained. 

Other colours of urine are mentioned by medical men.; 
thus it has been described as greyish^ greenish^ and buff 
coloured. Dr. Prout mentions a case in which it threw up 
a cream like milk ; such urine might be called white, and 
it doubtless owes its peculiar qualities to the presence of 
chyle. 

The smell of urine is altered by various causes apparently 
trifling. Asparagus gives it a peculiar fetid odour, while a 
little oil of turpentine taken into the stomach, very soon 
communicates to the urine the smell of violets. In many 
individuals almost every article of food produces a corre- 
sponding change on the odour of the urine. In the disease 
caHed diabetes^ the urine has a smell quite different from 
that of common urine ; but not easily described ; I would 
call it sweetish. 

The specific gravity of the lightest urine that ever came 
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under my obs^rration was 1.000148; that of the heaTiest 
1048. The former was voided by a hysterical patient, 
the latter by a man labouring under confirmed diabetes. 
In' this disease the specific gravity of the urine has been 
observed as high as 1-062. When the individual is in per- 
fect health the specific gravity of the urine varies from 
1-0093 to 1*0192, depending in some measure upon the 
quantity of liquid ta^en into the stomach. The mean 
specific gravity during perfect health, I have found to be 
1*013869. The highest specific gravity of urine from a 
healthy individual that I ever met with was 1-0266. 

The mean quantity of urine voided in 24 hours is about 
3^1bs. avoirdupois, but it varies very much even in the 
same individual, sometimes amounting only to 2-1331bs. 
and sometimes to 4«8671bs. 

. The colouring matter of urine has never been obtained 
in a separate state ; we are consequently ignorant of its 
nature. From an observation of Dr. Prout, it would seem 
that urine contains two different colouring matters. When 
urine is filtered through urate ofammonia, it communicates 
a brown colour to that salt, but if we continue to pass the 
same urine through different portions of urate of ammonia, 
it at last ceases to communicate any tint to it, yet the 
colour of the urine continues of as lively a yellow as ever. 
Urine then it would seem contains a matter which gives a 
brown colour to urate of ammonia, and another to which it 
is indebted for its yellow colour. 

The yellow colouring matter is precipitated from urine 
by nitrate of silver. If we wash the precipitated matter it 
appears almost black. When dilute nitric acid is poured 
upon it, both the colouring matter and oxide of silver are 
dissolved, and the acid assumes the colour of urine. I 
'have not prosecuted this experiment, though it seems to 
point out a . method by which the colouring matter might 
be insulated. If the silver precipitate were washed and then 
put into water, and a current of sulphuretted hydrogen 
passed through the liquid, it is probable that the silver 
would be converted into sulphuret, while the colouring 
matter would dissolve in the water. 

Urine when recently voided always contains an acid, at 
least partly in an uncombined state ; for it converts vege- 
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table blues to red, and the change is permanent. Various 
opinions have been formed respeoting the nature of this 
acid. It was supposed at first to be the phosphoric. This 
was the opinion of Proust, and of Fourcroy, and Vauque- 
lin. Urine contains a minute quantity of phosphate of 
lime, which may be precipitated in the state of a light 
white sediment by caustic ammonia. Now as phosphate of 
lime is insoluble in water, while a little of it is actually 
held in solution in urine, it was not unreasonable to con- 
clude that the salt in urine might be in the state of biphos- 
phate of lime ; as in that state it is slightly soluble in 
water, and has the property of changing vegetable blues to 
red. But a very simple experiment is sufficient to show 
that urine contains no biphosphate of lime. If we evaporate 
a quantity of urine to dryness and ignite the dry residue, 
the residual salts do not act on litmus paper. Hence it is 
obvious that the free acid in urine must be volatile^ since 
it is dissipated by a red heat. 

Berzelius affirms that urine contains Uictate of ammonia 
and lactic acid; and to the presence of these bodies he as- 
cribes the peculiar smell and colour of urine, as well as its 
property of reddening vegetable blues. As I have never 
been able to satisfy myself of the presence of these bodies 
in urine by experiment, it is impossible to adopt Berzelius* 
opinion respecting them. A brown coloured matter may 
certainly be obtained from urine, but I have always got 
it in such minute quantity that I was unable to deternaine 
any thing positive respecting its nature. 

Thenard has substituted axietic acid for the lactic acid of 
Berzelius, probably because Fourcroy and Vauquelin had 
concluded from a set of experiments made many years ago, 
that lactic acid is merely acetic contaminated by or com- 
iHned with a little animal matter. But this position was 
by no means established by their experiments. In order to 
be able to form some definite notion on the subject, I 
mixed sulphuric acid with fresh urine till it tasted dis- 
tinctly acid, and distilled over oncrthird of the mixture 
from a retort by means of a gentle heat. The liquid which 
came over was tasteless and had no perceptible smell ; it 
slightly but evidently reddened litmus paper. It was mixed 
with carbonate of soda till it became sensibly alkaline ; be- 
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being now evaporated to dryness, and a drop of sulphuric 
acid let fall upon the small saline residue, a smell was 
emitted strongly urinous, but mixed with a sensible odour 
of vinegar. From this experiment I conclude that urine 
does contain a minute portion of acetic acid. But it is pro- 
bable that it contains also another volatile acid in small 
quantity to which the peculiar odour of urine is owing, 
as Berzelius supposed. Whether this acid be lactic we 
have no data to decide. 

Urine contains always some uric acid which separates in 
minute crystals when the urine is mixed with a little nitric 
acid and set aside for some time in an open glass vessel. 
Berzelius states the amount of this acid in urine at -n^th 
part of the weight. By my experiments to be stated after- 
wards, it appears that 1000 parts of urine of the specific 
gravity TO] 85 let fall 0*242 of uric acid when mixed with 
nitric acid. Now, Dr. Prout has shewn that uric acid does 
not dissolve in 10,000 times its weight of water, but that 
urate of ammonia is soluble in about 600 times its weight 
of that liquid. Hence, he infers that the uric acid in that 
liquid must be in the state of urate of ammonia. But urate 
of ammonia reddens vegetable blues; hence, the acidity of 
urine may be partly owing to the presence of this salt. 

Urine is probably the most complex liquid in the animal 
economy. It is obviously secreted from blood in order to 
be thrown out of the system, and must', therefore, hold 
in solution various substances extracted from the blood, in 
order to bring that liquid into a state fit for the various 
purposes of assimilation and secretion to which it is applied. 
Blood consists essentially of water, holding in solution 
albumen, fibrin and hematin ; it contains also minute quan- 
tities of soda and perhaps of potash, partly united to albu- 
men and partly to muriatic acid. It contains likewise 
common salt. 

The albumen seems to contain in some state of combi- 
nation, phosphorus, sulphur, and traces of calcium and 
magnesium. These substances exist in albumen probably 
because they are usefill to some parts of the animal 
economy. Thus they seem to be deposited in considerable 
quantity in the brain, but for the other parts of the animal 
body they are doubtless pernicious, and therefore are ab- 
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stracted by the kidneys and thrown out of the system. 
This is brought about by making them soluble in water, 
and for this purpose they are converted into phosphoric 
aci^y sulphuric acid, lime and magnesia, substances which 
in certain states of combination are soluble in water . and 
consequently in urine. Uric acid is also formed and 
rendered soluble by being united with ammonia. It would 
seem that ammonia is also formed in the kidneys, at least 
we have no evidence that it exists in the blood. The obser- 
vations of Dr. Marcet confirm the previous statement of 
Proust, that carbonic acid is also a frequent constituent of 
urine. 

The most remarkable substance in urine is the body to 
which Fourcroy and Vauquelin gave the name of urea. It 
was originally detected by Rouelle junior ; but it is chiefly 
by the researches of Cruickshanks and Dr. Prout, that its 
characters have been determined with accuracy. Accord- 
ing to Berzelius it exists in healthy urine to the amount of 
three per cent. But I have never been able to extract so 
much, except in certain cases where the quantity of urea 
was obviously in excess. My method was to mix the urine 
with the requisite quantity of nitric acid, and concentrate 
by spontaneous evaporation in a very dry and warm place 
till as much nitrate of urea fell in crystals as could be got. 
Weighing this precipitate and determining its solubility in 
water, I calculated the portion remaining in solution in 
the residual liquid ; and knowing the urea in a given weight 
of this nitrate, I concluded the whole urea in the quantity 
of urine operated on. By this method I extracted from 
1000 grains of healthy urine of the specific gravity 1*0186, 
23.64 grains of urea. I employed several other methods 
but none of them gave such good results as the one just 
, described. 

Except the acid or rather the supporter which exists 
in common salt, no acid can be detected in blood, but a 
trace of phosphoric. In urine, however, there areValways 
three acids, namely, the uric, phosphoric, and sulphuric, 
and three bases, namely, lime, magnesia, and ammonia, 
which cannot be demonstrated in blood. The great function 
of the kidney then is the formation, or at least the separa- 
tion of certain acids and bases. The acids and bases are 
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formed doubtless that they may constitute soluble com- 
pounds, which may be withdrawn from the blood and 
thrown out of the system by the urine. 

Oxalic acid is a common ingredient in urinary calculi^ 
always I believe united to lime ; and oxalate of lime is said 
to have been observed in some rare instances deposited 
from urine under the form of gravel. It is obvious from 
this that it must sometimes exist in urine, and therefore be 
secreted or separated from the blood in the kidneys. But 
I have never myself had an opportunity of examining any 
urine containing oxalic acid, nor have I even heard of any 
person who had. 

Small calculi composed of carbonate of lime occur some- 
.times though rarely in man ; but such calculi from the 
inferior animals are abundant, especially from the horse 
and cow. This is another reason for admitting at least 
the occasional presence of carbonic acid in urine. 

The analysis of urine is rather a difficult process, and 
different specimens differ so much from each other, that it 
is difficult to give a general view of the constituents that 
may not in some cases mislead. I shall, therefore, describe 
an analysis of healthy urine of the specific gravity 1*0186, 
which I made some years ago. I employed in the analysis 
11 J cubic inches of urine, or 2967*46 grains; but for the 
sake of clearness I have reduced the constituents to what 
they would have been had I employed only 1000 grains of 
the urine. 

1. The urine was mixed with caustic ammonia till it was 
rendered sensibly alkaline, and left 24 hours in a covered 
glass jar ; a white precipitate fell, which being collected, 
washed and ignited, weighed 0*209 grains. It was phos- 
phate of lime ; for it dissolved without effervescence in 
nitric and muriatic acids, and was again precipitated by 
caustic ammonia. 

2. The residual liquid was gently heated to drive off the 
ammonia and then mixed with a solution of nitrate of lime 
and left as before for 24 hours in a covered glass jar. A 
white precipitate fell, which being collected, washed and 
ignited, weighed 2*01 grains ; it was phosphate of lime, and 
indicated the presence of i'131 grains of phosphoric acid 
in the urine. 
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3. The urine thus ireed from lime was mixed with a little 
Bitrate of bdrytes dissolved in water ; the sulphate of barytes^ 
which precipitated being collected, washed and ignited, 
weighed 1*3949 grains ss 0*481 grains of sulphuric acid. 

4. The urine thus freed from phosphoric and sulphuric 
adds, was mixed with a little carbonate of ammonia to 
throw down any excess of lime or barytes that might 
haye been added in the preceding steps of the analysis. 
The sediment was allowed to subside and the urine drawn 
off by a sucker, and the washings of the sediment being 
added to the original liquid, the whole was exactly neutra* 
lized by nitric acid. Nitrate of silver was now dropt into 
it as long as chloride of silver continued to precipitate. 
This precipitate after being well washed was digested in 
dilute nitric acid and then dried and fiised. It weighed 
23*449 grains = 6*782 grains of chlorine. 

6. To the whole urine thus deprived of phosphoric, sul* 
phuric, and muriatic acids, such a quantity of sulphuric 
acid was added as was more than sufficient to neutralize all 
the bases, and consequently to displace all the nitric acid 
with which they were in combination. The whole was now 
evaporated to dryness, and the residue ignited in an open 
platinum crucible. A white salt remained which could 
only be a mixture of sulphate of potash and sulphate of 
soda. It weighed 14*1326 gi-ains. 

This salt being dissolved in water, the sulphuric acid 
was thrown down by chloride of barium. The sulphate of 
barytes being collected, washed and ignited, weighed 21-667 
grains = 7*4716 grains of sulphuric acid. 

Any excess of barytes was separated by means of sulphuric 
acid very cautiously added, and the liquid being evaporated 
left a salt, which, after ignition, weighed 11*634 grains. 
It consisted of a mixture of chlorides of potassium and 
sodium. The chlorine just replaced the sulphuric acid^ 
and 7*4716 sulphuric acid are equivalent to 6*4677 chlorine. 

Now, to find the weight of potash and soda, in these salts 
we have the following data : 

Weight of the sulphates 141326 

„ sulphuric acid .... 7'4716 



Weight of the potash and soda . . 6*6610 
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Weight of the chlorides . . . .11.634 
„ chlorine .... 6*467 



Weight of the potassium and sodium 5.167 
Weight of an atom potash «s 6 
,, soda s= 4 

„ potassium s= 5 

,, sodium s= 3 

Atoms of soda present &= y 
,, potash ss X 

7-4716 H- 4 y -h 6 X = 14-132Q 
6-4677 + 3y + 5ar = 116314 
These two equations give us the two following values 
of y. 

6-661 — 6 X 

y = — 4 

5-1664 — 5 JT 
^~ 3 

Bj equa,ting these two values of y we get x as 0*3418. 
Hence y «: M524. 

Therefore 4 y or the soda as 4.61 
'* 6xoT the potash » 2.051 
Thus it appears that the soda in the urine is more than 
twice the weight of the potash. 

6. To detennine the quantity of uric acid, another equal 
portion of the fresh urine was mixed with a little nitric 
^id, and set aside for 24 hours. The uric acid deposited 
was white, or rather grey, and weighed 0*242 grs. 

7. Another portion of the same urine, was mixed with 
half its bulk of moderately strong potash ley, in a retort, 
the beak of which was plunged into a weak solution of 
nitrate of leM) and a fourth part of the liquid was distilled 
off by a gentle heat. The ammonia which passed over 
threw down the oxide of lead. The quantity of oxide thus 
precipitated, supposing the urine employed to have been 
1000 grs., would have weighed 0-866 grs., equivalent to 
0*13 grs. of ammonia. 

8u To determine the quantity of urea, the following 
method was adopted : The portion of urine, from which 
the uric acid had been precipitated by means of nitric acid 
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was put under the exhausted receiver of an air pump, and 
evaporated to drjmess over sulphuric acid. A yellow 
coloured bitter tasted matter remained, partly brittle and 
partly viscid. It dissolved in water, except 0*1 gr., which 
had a brown colour, and the half of which dissolved in nitric 
acid. 

The aqueous solution being concentrated in a low heat to 
\\ cubic inch, crystals of nitrate of urea were deposited. 
These were separated and dried as completely as possible 
between folds of blotting paper. 

It was found by experiment that at the temperature of 
60° (that of the IJ cubic inch of residual liquid) 100 parts 
of water dissolve 19*7partsof nitrate of urea; consequently, 
51-94 grs. of it must have remained in solution in the 1| 
cubic inches of the liquid. The weight of the crystals was 
31*6 grs.; so that the whole nitrate of urea from 26*64 grs. 
of urine, (the quantity employed) was 83.54 grs. 

To determine how much urea existed in the 83*54 grs. of 
nitrate, a portion of it was dissolved in water, and the nitric 
acid exactly saturated by carbonate of potash. The whole 
was evaporated to dryness, and the nitrate of potash was 
washed clean by alcohol and weighed. By this method it 
was ascertained that nitrate of urea is a compound of 

Nitric acid 6*75 

Urea 17*24 

The whole urea then contained in the 83*54 grs. of nitrate 
was 60*04 grs. ; consequently, 1000 grs. of urine contain 
23-64 grs. 

The urea thus determined was not freed from colouring 
matter, and had a pretty deep reddish-brown colour. 

9. It may be worth while to relate another set of experi- 
ments made to determine the quantity of urea in 2341 grs. 
urine of the specific gravity 1*0215. 

The urine was evaporated to dryness, over sulphuric acid, 
in the vacuum of an air pump. The residue was a buff 
coloured substance, very tough and hai'd, and weighing 
103*4 grs. It was digested in 8 cubic inches of alcohol, of 
the specific gravity 0*S17 for several days. The alcohol 
assumed an orange-red colour. Being decanted off the 
undissolved residue, its specific gravity was found less than 
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0*817. Being mixed with water, the alcohol was distilled 
oflT, and the residual liquid dried in vacuo, over sulphuric 
acid. There remained 61*1 grs. of urea and colouring 
matter. On the undissolved residue 3 cubic inches of the 
same alcohol were digested for several days, and then 
decanted off. It acquired a light shade of greenish-yellow, 
and the specific gravity had become 0*832. It was found 
to contain . in solution 14*25 grs. of matter ; 10*44 grs. of 
which were salts of urine, and 3*81 grs. urea and colouring 
matter. 

Thus, the whole urea and colouring matter amounted to 
64*91 grs. from 23*41 grs. of urine. Hence, 1000 grs. would 
have yielded 27*6 grs. This is almost 4 grains more thaA 
was obtained when nitric acid was employed. Tlie reason 
of this is that the second specimen of urine had a higher 
specific gravity than the first. 

The constituents obtained from 1000 grs. of urine of the 
specific gravity 1*0185, by the preceding analysis, are the 
following : — grains. 

Phosphate of lime 0*209 

Phosphoric acid 1*131 

Sulphuric acid 0*481 

Chlorine 5*782 

Uric acid 0*242 

Soda 4*610 

Potash 2051 

Ammonia . . . . . . . . 0*130 

Urea and colouring matter . . 23*640 

38*276 
It is obvious that the bases and acids in urine are in 
combination, constituting salts. If we .compare the atomic 
weights of the acids and bases present, it will be found that 
there is a slight excess of bases. But as, in fact, there is 
an excess of acid in ' urine, and as we have shewn it to 
contain acetic acid, and another volatile acid with a urinous 
smell, we must add to the constituents obtained as much 
acetic acid as will saturate the excess. 
. I consider the probable saline constituents of urine to be 
as follows : 
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Urate of ammonia ..... 0*^ 

Sal-ammoniac 0*4^9 

Sulphate of potash . . . . . 2-112 

Chloride of potassium .... 3*674 

Chloride of sodium . • . . . 15060 

Phosphate of soda ..... 4-267 

Phosphate of lime ..... 0-209 

Acetate of soda 2-770 

Urea with colouring matter . . 23*640 



42-489 

Such, by my analysis, are the constituents of healthy 
urine of the specific gravity 1-0185- The mucus which may 
occasionally be seen in it in very minute quantity has been 
omitted, because it is a secretion of the mucus membranes 
through which that liquid passes, and does not belong to 
the urine itself. 

The only other analysis of urine is that of Berzelius, 
made almost thirty years ago, which differs very much 
from mine. Berzelius does not give us the specific gravity 
of the urine which he employed. But certainly it was not 
healthy urine ; for he states that it became quite turbid on 
cooling, which healthy urine does not do. 

I have analysed specimens of healthy urine of various 
specific gravities, from 1-01 to 1*021, and have obtained 
nearly the same ratios of the constituents as in the pre- 
ceding analysis. All the individuals whose urine I examined 
inhabited the west of Scotland. It would be interesting to 
have the analysis of urine from individuals living in different 
countries, and supported by different kinds of food, that we 
might ascertain whether the above ratios be constant, or 
whether, as is most likely, they would vary with the climate 
and the food. 

Proust affirms that recently emitted urine contains 
carbonic acid gas, and that its escape occasions the frothing 
which always appears during the evaporation of urine. 
Vogel assures us, that he put a quantity of fresh urine into 
a phial from which there passed a tube which sunk to the 
bottom of a vessel filled with lime water. The whole of 
this apparatus being put under the receiver of an air pump, 
and the air exhausted, air bubbles rose from the urine, 
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whieh passing through the lime water, rendered it milky. 
Thus shewing the evolution of carbonic acid gas from the 
urine. 

I repeated this experiment of Vogel several times, em- 
ploying healthy urine recently voided and still warm. The 
urine frothed a good deal and emitted air bobbles, but the 
lime water remained perfectly transparent during the whole 
process, shewing that no carbonic acid gas was emitted. 

When fresh urine is mixed with lime water, an inrnie- 
diate precipitate of white flocks may be observed. When 
these are collected, washed and dried without exposure to 
the atmosphere, so as to prevent any excess of lime water 
that may be present, from being thrown down by carbonic 
acid, they will be. found to consist of pure phosphate of 
lime, for they dissolve in dilute nitrjic acid without any 
effervescence, and the solution is again precipitated in 
flocks by ammonia^ 

It is obvious from these facts which I have often verified, 
that recent healthy urine in general contains no sensible 
quantity of carbonic acid or alkaline carbonate. But from 
the experiments of Dr. Marcet, it is obvious that in a cer- 
tain state of the body, the urine contains carbonic acid at 
the instant that it is emitted. For he found upon some 
occasions, that urine when warm, when under the ex^ 
hausted receiver of an air pump, gave out a gas which 
rendered lime water turbid, while at other times the gas 
evolved, did not in the least alter the transparency of lime 
water. This has been the case in all my trials, but Vogel 
and Marcet found it different in their experiments. We 
may conclude then that carbonic acid is an occasional but 
not a constant constituent of urine. 



Article III, 

JSxamifiation ofLymph^ Blood and Chyle. By John Mulleb, 

M.D. Professor of Physiology in the University of Bonn. 

(continved from vol. i. p. 433.J 

Prevost and Dumas have found more globules in arterial 
than in veinous blood, and also more red coagulum, and 
Mayer has confirmed their results. Miiller obtained from 
1392 grs. of blood from the jugular vein of a goat 5| grs. 
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of fibrin, while 3004 grs. of blood from the carotid artery- 
left 14 J grs. of fibrin. The arterial blood of the gpat, 
consequently, contains 0*483, and the veinous blood 0-395 
per cent, of dissolved fibrin. The composition of the 
nuclei is still a matter of uncertainty. They possess the 
characters, in a chemical point of view, common to coagu- 
lated fibrin, and to coagulated albumen, for they dissolve 
easily in alkalies, and with difficulty in acids. When kept 
in contact with acetic acid for a day they are not altered, 
although acetic acid takes up some fibrin pretty readily. 
In the same acid the globules of the frog's blood are con- 
verted into a brown powder, which, when microscopically 
examined, is observed to consist of the nuclei, with some of 
the colouring matter adhering, while fibrin becomes opales- 
cent in acetic acid. 

Prevost, Dumas, and Edwards, consider the nuclei of 
the globules as the elements of the muscular fibres, be- 
cause they state that the muscular and nervous fibres, 
according to their observations, consist of aggregated 
globules. Neither Miiller, however, nor C. A. Schultze, 
could detect under the microscope, globules in the muscular 
fibres. The former states, that in the glitter of sun-shine, 
globules may be seen, as in every texture, but undistin- 
guishable from the unequality of surface, which is apparent 
in the nerves and muscles. With regard to the brain and 
spinal marrow, Miiller could come to no conclusion, because 
he could obtain no proper medium for examining these 
structures under the microscope. According to him, the 
globules of the blood of the frog, are five or six times 
larger than the primitive muscular fibres of that animal. 
We estimate the diameter of the fibres of the facial nerve 
in the calf, at from -000437 to -001023 English inch. The 
finest fibres, he found by ^leasurement, to be much less 
than this, and not half as large as the globules of the blood. 
The fibres of the spinal nerve in the cat when compared 
with the globules of the blood, amount to about one-third 
or one-half of their diameter. The nervous fibres of the 
frog are about one-third or one-half of the human fibres, 
and one-eighth of the blood globules of the frog. , 

The most important materials for nourishment appear to 
be the albumen and fibrin dissolved in the blood, which 
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alone can penetrate the coats of the capillaries ; for the 
globules must pass, by the medium of the capillary vessels 
from the arteries directly into the veins, as may be observed 
by the microscope, while the texture absorbs the albumen 
and fibrin, and again yields them up to the lymph vessels. 
But it is not easy to determine the function of the globules, 
or to say why they are bright red in the capillaries of the 
lungs, and dark red in the same vessels of all other organs, 
or why they pass through such an extensive circuit That 
they serve the purpose of nutrition, Miiller considers very 
improbable. Dutrochet conceives that they produce elec- 
trical currents. 

In the human body we find the fibrin and globules 
separated; for the dissolved fibrin is separated from the 
inner surface of the uterus. The coagulation of the men- 
strual fluid appears to be obstructed by the presence of 
some agent acting upon the fibrin, for the same reason 
that many re-agents prevent the coagulation in the blood. 
In urine, the menstrual fluid collects into masses^ which, 
under the microscope, appear to consist of globules of the 
blood unchanged. Some secretions contain globules which 
are not flat but round. The globules in the bile of the 
frc^ are not elliptical like the nuclei of their globules, 
but round and of a smaller size. The globules of human 
saliva are much larger than the globules of human blood. 
The milk globules, according to E. H. Weber, are one-half 
or one-third smaller than the blood globules. 

The healthy blood of man and the inferior animals, con- 
tains no acid. The serum of man and the mammalia is 
alkaline, that of the frog seems neutral, or at least its 
action upon vegetable colours is very trifling. Hermann 
states that he has found acid in cholera blood. The chief 
difference betweep cholera and healthy blood appears to be, 
that the former has a strong tendency to coagulate during 
life, and that this inclination to assume a solid form, is an 
important obstacle in the cure, whether we consider it as 
the cause of the symptoms or the consequence of the disease. 
Now, the carbonates of soda and potash, but more especially 
caustic potash or soda, prevent the coagulation of the blood. 
Prevost and Dumas affirm, that the blood of animals is 
rendered uncoagulable by the addition of yJL_^ of caustic 
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soda. Hence, the propriety of administering large and 
frequent doses of the carbonates to patients labouring under 
cholera, as these can be taken internally without producing 
the caustic effects of the pure alkalies. 

BUFFY COAT. 

In inflammation, the blood, when solidifying, presents a 
different appearance from healthy blood ; for before it has 
coagulated the red globules of the blood sink under the sur- 
face of the fluid, so that the liquid portion appears scarcely 
red, and often colourless or white, previous to coagulation. 
Then it forms into a gelatinous mass, which is slightly red, 
often white, or greyish yellow. The yellowish upper portion 
of the cake has a smaller diameter than the under portion, 
although at first the cake possessed a diameter equal to the 
vessel. The cause appears to be that in inflamed blood the 
red globules sink before coagulation, while in healthy 
blood they do not descend till that period, and have the < 
fibrin diffused through the whole mass of blood ; but the 
under portion of the coagulum contains the red globules ; 
the upper part is destitute of them, and is termed crusta in- 
flammatoria, or bufiy coat. 

Even before coagulation, one can tell whether there will 
be a bulfy coat or not; when the upper portion of the 
liquid becomes first transparent and then whitish. 

Babbington has observed, (Med. Chirurg. Trans, xvi. ii.) 
that this colourless serum, before the coagulation, can be 
skimmed off with a spoon, and that tliis serum coagulates. 
Miiller has noticed this in the blood of a pregnant woman. 
The serum of inflamed blood is not lighter than that of 
healtliy blood; and Miiller has noticed that when the 
serum of strained blood, is mixed with a solution of common 
salt, specifically lighter than the serum, the globules do 
not sink further under the surface. Hewson's idea of the 
cause of the buffy coat was, that as the inflammatory blood 
is longer of coagulating than healthy blood, so the red 
globules of the former have ample time to sink beneath the 
surface before coagulation takes place. In experimenting 
with the view of determining the propriety of this notion, 
Miiller noticed in the blood of cats and men, the globules 
sink in a quarter of an hour, one line ; and he remarked^ 
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with great astonishment^ that the blood glohules in inflamed 
bkiod sink as slowly «nder the sur&ce as in healthy blood. 
This led him to the fact that the globules sink much slower 
when the fibrin remains dissolved in the blood, than when 
blood is strained and the fibrin separated. He placed some 
blood in three separate vessels. To one of these he added 
a drop of a solution of carbonate of potash, in another fresh 
blood, and in the third strained blood. The result of his 
trials was, that inflamed and healthy blood, and that of preg- 
nant women, exhibit the interesting appearance of globules 
sinking very rapidly under the surface ; and, in all cases, it 
was found that the globules in healthy blood in five or six 
minutes sunk 1 or 1 J lines, and within an hour 4 or 6 lines. 
The supernatant liquid was always whitish, and when too 
much carbonate of potash was not added it coagulated into 
a soft fibrin, which in one case was covered by a kind of 
crust. Scudamore has shewn that inflamed blood contains 
more fibrin than healthy blood. Blood containing fibrin 
in solution possesses a higher specific gravity than blood 
freed from fibrin, and it is obvious that globules which are 
specifically heavier than the liquid portion, must remain 
suspended in it if they adhere to it until this adhesion 
ceases, when they will fall down. The adhesion of the 
globules is much greater to serum which is freed by straining 
firom fibrin, than to serum which contains fibrin in solution, 
and whose coagulation is impeded. This might easily be 
accounted for, because the globules have a great attraction 
for water, which dissolves them in every proportion. 

Serum, which contains albumen in solution, has more 
attraction for the globules than blood which possesses both 
albumen and fibrin. We can produce a rapid descent of 
the globules in the strained blood of men and cats, by 
mixing it with a concentrated solution of gum-arabic ; not 
so, however, in that of sheep and oxen. When coagulation 
takes place slowly, the portions of fibrin and albumen must 
have a greater attraction for each other than for the glo- 
bules ; and when the globules are heavier than the solution 
of albumen and fibrin, the attracted portions of the speci- 
fically lighter solution will collect above and the globules 
below. The consequence, therefore, is, that slow coagu- 
lating inflamed blood contains more globules and less liquid 
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blood below, while aboye, the liquid portion predominates, 
and there are few globules, the fibrin of the whole mass, 
however, coagulating above. 

This explanation of the bu£^ coat is satisfactory, if it be 
allowed that inflamed blood always coagulates more slowly 
than healthy blood. Dr. Davy has observed that it does 
not always coagulate slowly. 

BFFECT OF GALVANISM ON THE BLOOD. 

When a drop of serum is exposed to the galvanic action, 
a deposit of albuminous globules takes place at the zinc 
pole, in consequence of the accumulation of acid towards 
that pole, and not, as Dutrochet thinks, because the albu- 
men is electro-negative. The globules of the blood do not 
accpmulate at either pole, but at both poles they undergo 
a decomposition at the expense of the colouring matter, for, 
under the hydrogen bubbles disengaged from the copper 
pole, we can observe a filamentous substance of a clear 
brown colour. These are particularly observable in the 
blood of the frog, but not in that of a mammiferous animal 
which has been killed. 

Miiller submitted a solution of the colouring matter to 
the galvanic action. A red coagulum was found at the 
zinc pole, in the shape of a magma, composed of albumen and 
the red matter of the blood. This deposit increased in quan- 
tity, but diminished in intensity of colour. At the copper 
pole, gas and flakes were formed, which Miiller attributes to 
the solution of the animal matter in the alkaline solution. 

Miiller found that the fibrin goes to the zinc pole, and 
may be considered electro-negative ; but fibrin also enjoys 
the property of re-acting upon acids, and can act either as 
a base or acid. When fresh fibrin dissolved in serum 
separated from the blood globules, is exposed to the action 
of galvanism, the albumen of the serum is deposited at the 
zinc pole, but the coagulation of the fibrin takes place in 
the form of drops, as if it had not undergone the galvanic 
action. 

ON THE CHYLE. 

The chyle contains globules, with albumen and fibrin in 
solution and fat. In coagulating, the fibrin encloses a 
portion of the globules, while the remainder exists in sus- 
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pension in the serum, arid renders it muddy. The albumen 
of fresh chyle, like that of the serum of the blood, coagu- 
lates when a great quantity of caustic potash is added. 

Miiller found the globules of the chyle in the cat, dog, 
&c., spherical, and not flattened. He observed also that 
they are sometimes smaller than those of the blood, as m 
the dog; while, in the cat they are equal in size to those 
of the blood, and larger, as in the rabbit. He differs from 
Tiedemann and Gmelin, who consider the white colour of 
the chyle to be derived from the particles of fat swimming 
in it, and who say that it becomes transparent when ether 
quife free from alcohol is added to it. Miiller tried the 
experiment upon the chyle of the cat, but obtained a diffe- 
rent result ; for he observed the globules, which had not 
changed their colour. 

Article IV. 

On Accidental and Complementary Colours, By Charles 
ToMLiNSON, Esq. 

1. In a letter that I had the pleasure of addressing to the 
Editor of this Journal, (vol. i. p. 440), I pointed out a ready 
method of observing the accidental colours of certain 
chemical solutions by means of mercury, and stated a few 
results when reddish-purple, red, yellow, and blue solutions 
were employed. 

2. I should have stated that the best mode of observing 
these colours is when the finger is placed horizontally, a 
plane passing through which, and communicating with the 
opposite part of the periphery of the glass, forms an angle 
of about 46°, while the eye should form about an equal 
angle on tfai^ other side. 

3. It will naturally be inferred that every coloured solu- 
tion yields the same accidental or complementary colour, 
when observed by means of the reflecting surface of mercury, 
and such, indeed, is the result, provided the solution be 
sufliciently transparent to allow of two reflections of the 
periphery of the glas^. 

4. I had some difficulty in obtaining a good orange solu- 
tion, but after repeated trials I succeeded in obtaining an 
excellent colour, by adding a solution of oxalate of ammonia 
to a solution of bichromate of potassa. On placing this 
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solution on the nliercury the accidental blae was obtained 
very perfectly. The surface of the mercury, however, soon 
tarnishes. 

6. I have employed several green solutions, and find that 
one to succeed which is obtained by the addition of alcohol 
in sulphuric acid to a solution of bichromate of potassa. 
This compound, (an impure sulphate of chromium) is of a 
dark and decided green, and yields a red accidental colour. 
With a lighted taper, other lights being extinguished, a 
beautiful complementary reflection is obtained, and the 
surface of the liquid is interspersed with red rays. 

6. The true accidental colour of green is violet-red, so 
that the last experiment did not satisfy me. To produce 
this accidental colour, a grass-green solution must be 
employed, which, I find, may be formed by the addition 
of the bright blue solution of nitrate of copper (7.) to the 
red solution of bichromate of potassa. A fine complemen- 
tary colour is obtained from the solution on mercury, but 
an amalgam is soon formed on the surface of the metal, 
which prevents further observation. If it be required to 
repeat the experiment the amalgam can be easily moved 
aside with a flat piece of glass.* 

7. For a blue, I employed nitrate of copper, the filtered 
residual solution from the retort, after making binoxide of 
nitrogen. This bright blue solution on mercury yielded a 
fine orange red. 

The nitrate of copper of commerce I have often found to 
consist of a confused mass of green crystals. Practically, 
I find, that the bright blue solution, when quickly evapo- 
rated, yields a confused green crystallization ; but by careful 
evaporation, bright blue crystals, the colour of the solution, 
are obtained. The green salt probably contains less water 
than the blue, and certainly does not deliquesce so soon ; ' 
it is of the colour of the subsalt, but distinguished from that 
by being soluble in water. The solution of the latter is of 
a greenish-blue, yielding a reddish accident on mercury. 

8. I obtained a violet solution by means of archil (lichen 
roccellajy and the accident, a delicate yellowish green, was 
immediately obtained. A few drops of liquor ammoniac 

* I shaU have occasion to refer to this amalgam in my next paper on Visible 
Vibration, respecting Its appearances dnrikg and immediately after the Tibrafiozi 
•f the glass. 
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should be added to the solution previous to the observation^ 
as the archil of commerce sometimes contains an extraneous 
acid, which imparts a reddish tinge to the dye. 

9. Water slightly impregnated with carbonate of lime, 
on mercury, yielded a very faint accidental black. 

10. Very dilute black ^late of iron yielded a fiiint acci- 
dental reflection of white. 

11. The result of these experiments may be thus 
arranged : — 



Solutions on Mercury. 



Colours. 



Ocular Spectra. 



1 . Litmus, slightly red- ) 

dened 5 

2. Litmus, reddened by ) 

nitric acid .... 5 

3. Oxalate of ammonia & ) 

bichromate of potassa ) 

4. Chromate of potassa. '^ 

Muriate of lime, with J 
excess of acid . . 

5. Indigo in sul. acid 

6. Nitrate of copper 

7. Sulphate of chromium 

8. Nitrate of Chromium . 

9. Archil 

10. Dilute black gallate i 
of iron > 

11. Dilute carbonate of) 
lime 5 






Reddish-purple 

Red 

Orange 

Yellow 

Indigo 

Blue 
Dark-green 
Grass-green 

Violet 

Black 
White 



Light-green. 

Dark-Green. 

Blue. 

Indigo. 

Orange-yellow. 
Orange-red. 

Red. 

Violet-red. 

Yellowish-ereen 

Whitish. 

Blackish. 



12. Although these results (with the exception perhaps 
of 10 and 11), were sufficiently satisfactory; yet, being 
anxious to introduce into my lectures an easy method of 
exhibiting these colours, so as to be at once seen and appre- 
ciated by my pupils, I endeavoured to supersede several 
objections that were attached to the above mode, and the 
principal objection was, perhaps, found in the fact, that the 
mercurial surface soon became tarnished, and the employ- 
ment of so large quantities of mercury in several glasses, 
so as to shew all the results at one time, was, at least, in- 
convenient. I, therefore, proceeded to inquire whether 
similar results could not be obtained by means of disks of 
stained glass. 

13. Of these I procured at first four, each three inches 
in diameter, a red, a yellow, a blue, and a green. On 
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placing them severally on the reflecting surface of tHe 
mercury, and proceeding in the same manner as with the 
solutions, I obtained complete and distinct accidental or 
rather complementary colours. But one great difficulty 
still remained, the employment of inconvenient bulks of 
mercury. 

14. T© obviate this objection I had recourse to a plane 
mirror which I formed at first out of a piece of common 
window glass, * the size of the stained disks, and obtained 
the desired results by placing the disks successively thereon. 

15. In furtherance of this idea I have constructed a little 
apparatus foi^ the purpose of observing the accidental 
colours. It consists of a plane circular mirror, three 
inches in diameter, on which a coloured disk of the same 
size is placed, and the two glasses are thus enclosed in a 
circular frame of wood. On holding the instrument 
obliquely inclining to the light,t and bringing the periphery 
close to the eye, and looking downwards into the glasses, 
all reflected objects are doubled, such as the window frame> 
chimneys, the distant cathedral spire, &c. The window 
frame being marked with broad bands of complementary 
colours, while the second reflection of the spire, &c., is the 
complementary one. It will be evident that the frame 
may be constructed in the form of a box, the inner side of 
the cover containing simply a plane mirror, and the box 
from three to seven or nine disks of stained glass. If three 
only are employed, they of course will be red, yellow^ and 
blue ; if seven, they will be the primitives. In employing 
the instrument it will only be necessary to place one of the 
disks on the plane mirror within the cover, and after the 
observation as directed above, the stained disk may be re- 
moved and another substituj;ed. ' 

16. It must not be forgotten that the stained glass must 
either be very thin, or the stain sufficiently light to allow 

* It is of course known that a plane mirror may be speedily formed by the re- 
duction of mercury from the fulminate, the powder being equally and evenly 
spread oyer the suriface of the glass, and then ignited. A less expeditious, but an 
infinitely better mode, is that xecommended by Faraday, Chemical Manipulation^ 
page 574. 

t I should have observed before, that the experiments in this and the preceding 
paper must be performed near the window, except, of course, where flame is em- 
ployed ; but the instrument may be employed in all cases where direct natural 
light is present. 
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the plaJie mirror to perform its part. If dark greens or 
bines be employed the experiment will not succeed, bnt 
with darkish reds and yellows no obstruction is offered. 

17. For a complete instrument* the following glasses 
may be chosen : — 

1. Red. 

2. Orange. 

3. Yellow. 

4. Light green. 

5. Light blue. 

6. Light indigo. 

7. Light violet. 

8. Light milky-white. 

9. A faint shade of black. 

The two latter may, however, be omitted, as the results 
obtained by'their means are not altogether satisfactory. 

18. The form of the instrument may, however, be much 
varied. An oblong plane mirror with several smaller 
oblong pieces of stained glass, the lengths of which must be 
placed at right angles to the length of the plane mirror. 
Thus, as many accidental colours will be observed as there 
are primitives. 

19. I find that the coloured solutions (11) placed on a 
plane mirror will afford all the results contained in my first 
and those in the former part of this paper. A box may 
be formed with a plane mirror at the bottom, well luted 
round the edge to prevent the solutions from spoiling the 
silvering ; but the best mode of exhibition is to fix the 
mirror at the bottom of a cylindrical glass with a perfectly 
flat surface, the mirror being placed on the outside, or the 
outside bottom itself may easily be silvered. 

20. In offering these experiments to the notice of your 
readers, I may be allowed to state that they are altogether 
opposed to the existing theory of accidental colours: At 
the same time, I do not feel myself sufficiently prepared to 
offer another theory that may chance to be received as 
satisfactory, t 

21. Not having the advantage of reference to a scientific 

* An ingemoos friend has suggested the tenn " Perichromascope/' of " Pros- 
chromascope," as applicable to this litde instnunent. 

1 1 am awaie that M. Plateau has a new theory of accidental colours, hut I 
hare not been so formate as to see it. 
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library, except my own, which is necessarily very limited, 
I could not examine one or two eminent and recent treatises 
on optics ; I have, however, careMly examined seven or 
eight works on chromatics, and have found nothing at all 
bearing on the nature of these experiments, except in Sir 
David Brewster's Treatise on Optics, to whom I feel it due to 
state that the adoption of stained glass by me was suggested 
by the following passage in his work, p. 309. " Accidental 
colours may also be seen by looking at the image of a candle, 
or any white object seen by reflection from a plate, or sur- 
face of coloured glass, sufficiently thin to throw back its 
colour from the second surface. In this case the reflected 
image will always have the complementary colour of the 
glass. The same effect may be seen in looking at the edge 
of a candle reflected from the water in a blue finger-glass ; 
the image of the candle is yellowish, but the effect is not so 
decided in this case, as the retina is not sufficiently impressed 
with the blue light of the glass." 

22. I should be sorry to be supposed to question the 
statement of so distinguished a philosopher and optician as 
Sir David Brewster, but I may be allowed to state that with 
coloured glass alone I am seldom successful in obtaining a 
sight of the complementary colours of the glasses, possibly 
because my disks are not sufficiently thin : Whereas, with 
the plane mirror reflector behind the disks, the complemen- 
tary colours are immediately observed in all their well 
defined beauty. 

23. With regard to the reflected image of a candle in 
water contained in a blue glass, the experiment is, for the 
reason stated in the quotation, imperfect. I have found it 
to succeed tolerably well with a strong homogeneous white 
light. It succeeds also with the light obtained from the 
mixed gases on lime, but this light is not homogeneous. . I 
have decomposed it by a prism, and have obtained the 
prismatic spectrum from its rays. 

Note. — In the foregoing paper I have omitted to state, 
that the sulphate of chrome affords a remarkable and 
beautiful illustration of complementary colour, its solution 
being intensely green by reflected, and of a brilliant ruby 
by transmitted light, and yet this solution yields purple 
crystals ! Still, I find that there are circumstances under 
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which the solution is green by transmission as well as by 
reflection, as may be seen if a test tube be filled with the 
solution ; or, if a test glass, the shape of an inverted cone, 
be employed, the light transmitted at and about an inch 
above the apex will be green, and the ruby will gradually 
appear as the eye is moved upwards towards the base, if I 
may so speak. The transmitted light is also green, when 
the solution is contained between two watch glasses placed 
so as to form two convex surfaces. 

These observations apply also to the green solution 
obtained by mingling muriatic acid and alcohol with a 
boiling solution of chromate of potassa, in preparing the 
hydrated oxide of chrome, and in either case the Ifght may 
be natural or artificial; indeed, the experiment is more 
striking when flame is employed. 

The nitrate of chromium I find to be green by reflection 
and transmission. 

Brown Street, Salisbury j 8th June, 1835. 



Article V. 



On the Number and Character of the Colouts that enter into 
the Composition of White Light. By P. C. 

Notwithstanding the present boasted state of Science, 
and the numerous discoveries and improvements which 
have undoubtedly been made, the whole of our arrange- 
ments, with one solitary and splendid exception, the theory 
of universal gravitation, are in a state of the greatest un- 
certainty. There is scarcely a branch of science that does 
not present us with at least two theories, the rival preten- 
sions of which, though founded on different and even 
opposite principles, it would be extremely difficult to decide. 
The theory of chemistry, perhaps, thanks to the immortal 
Lavoisier, for setting us free from the trammelsof phlogiston, 
is less chargeable with this defect than most others ; but 
while one of its most important agents is treated in connexion 
with another branch of science, by one party as the effect 
of mere motion, and by another as a substantial body, and 
chemistry leaves a question in which it is so deeply in- 
terested, undecided ; itcannot.be considered wholly divested 
of uncertainty. It must be confessed, however, that the 
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fault is chiEtrgeable rather upon its non-interference than its 
want of power to decide.* 

It is not perhaps surprising that questions which require 
for their determination the concurring evidence of various 
classes of phenomena, which at present form the basis of 
distinct sciences, and a connexion between which is not 
usually considered essential, should remain without satis- 
factory answers ; but there are questions of minor import- 
ance, the unsettled state of which has no such excuse to 
oflTer; their solution requires only the arrangement and 
combination of known and admitted facts ; and we can only 
account for the state of uncertainty in which they have 
been suflFered to remain, upon . the well known principle, 
that whatever is constantly within our reach is frequently 
neglected, while distant objects, which present greater dif- 
ficulties without, perhaps, corresponding importance, are 
pursued with avidity. 

Among questions of this description, the number and 
character of the primitive coloured rays which enter into 
the composition of white light, is one, the decision of which 
is of considerable importance to the arts ; and we have, 
therefore, the inducement of utility, in addition to more 
speculative motives for its investigation. 

Sir Isaac Newton, the illustrious founder of the material 
theory of light, divided the spectrum into seven colours ; 
each of which he considered differed from the others in its 
degree of refrangibility, but by such an imperceptible grada- 
tion, that the most refrangible ray of one colour, approached 

* It has long been evident that the material character of light and heat must 
stand or fall together : if there had been a doubt on this point, the recent dis- 
ooveries of Professor 'Forbes must have removed it. How then wiU the chemist, 
the results of whose experiments have hitherto been satisfactorUj accounted for, 
by considering caloric a material and indestructible agent, reconcile the change 
which must be the necessary consequence of adopting the undulatory theory of 
Ugfat, so as to preserve the consistency of his explanations ? Or rather, will he 
not impose this impossible task upon the undulationist, as one of the conditioDS 
upon which his theory ought to be received. 

The philosopher who does not confine his views to one branch of science, but 
who looks upon the different phenomena of nature as a whole, which must ulti- 
mately be connected in theory, as they are already united in operation, wiU 
certainly not tolerate the retrogression which must be the necessary consequence 
of adopting such opposite opinions respecting the same object when applied to 
different purposes. If heat be a material agent in chemistry, it must be a 
natrial agent in those experiments which connect it with light* 
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in every respect within the nearest limits, to the least re- 
frangible ray of the colour adjoining ; and, consequently, 
that there was no distinct line of separation between dif- 
ferent colours. 

If this opinion be well founded it is of little consequence 
into what number of colours the spectrum is divided ; it 
being, in fact, if this principle be admitted, formed of innu^ 
merable circles of colours, each differing from the, other, 
though imperceptibly, in colour as well as in refrangibility. 

But there does not appear to me to be any good ground, 
for such a conclusion : it is directly in opposition to thet 
well known experiment of Newton, in which, by making a 
hole in the screen upon which the spectrum was received, 
he suffered any one of the colours to pass and fall upon a 
second prism, which now formed a correct image of the 
hole , by which it was admitted, and not an elongated 
image, which it would have done if light of the ^ame colour 
differed in refrangibility ; and, at a future time, I shall 
produce other experiments which, in my opinion, will not 
leave a doubt on the subject. 

Newton's erroneous views arose, I apprehend, from his 
making his experiments with light admitted through small 
apertures, by which it was inflected into an innumerable 
variety of different directions ; and as a subsequent refrac-. 
tion, upon well known optical principles, bends the rays so 
that a difference in their previous direction is retained in 
their forther progress, every colour after being refracted 
by the prism, instead of being formed of parallel rays, must 
have had an almost infinite number of different directions. 

Diffracted light may be formed either by admitting it 
through a small aperture, or through a lens of very short 
focus ; and the light thus admitted appears to have similar 
properties. Now, we know that in the latter case, the rays 
are so refracted, that at a certain distance from the lens they 
meet in one point, and, consequently, that every circle of 
rays proceeding from the lens, at different distances from 
the centre, must be refracted so as to form different angles 
with the central ray. The light, then, thus prepared, must 
meet the face of the prism at different angles of incidence ; 
some of the rays at a larger and some at a smaller angle than 
the central ray ; and the previous difference of direction, 
must thus be considerably increased by the second refraction. 
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It is not surprising, therefore, that light admitted to the 
prism through a small aperture should, after refraction, 
have some of its rays of different colours inseparably 
blended. The difference of refrangibility is in this case 
compensated by a different degree of refraction, and the 
rays being thus brought to a state of parallelism, no dis- 
tance, however great, can effect their separation. 

But the most convincing proof is, that if we suffer the 
direct and unobstructed rays of the sun to fall on a prism, 
a spectrum is formed in which the colours, with the excep- 
tion of the violet, do not greatly exceed the breadth of the 
face of the prism ; each colour being, in fact, when fully 
developed, a distinct image of it ; or of the breadth of light 
which falls on its surface. There is neither in this case the 
extraordinary elongation, which in some of Newton's ex- 
periments, were in the proportion of seventy to one, nor 
the variety, nor the regular gradation of colours, which 
were produced in these experiments. 

If we observe with attention the developement of the 
spectrum, thus produced, in different stages of its progress, 
we shall be enabled to form some idea of the number and 
character of the primitive colours which it exhibits ; and 
we shall then be prepared to confirm or correct these 
theoretical views, by submitting them to the test of ex- 
periment. 

If we receive the spectrum on a screen placed at a few 
inches from the prism, we shall observe a breadth of white 
light in the centre of the spectrum, fringed with violet and 
blue on one side, and yellow and red on the other ; as the 
screen is withdrawn to a greater distance from the prism, 
the fringes increase in breadth at the expense of the white 
light, which at length wholly disappears ; and the spectrum 
then appears to be formed of four colours, red, yellow, 
blue, and violet ; by withdrawing the screen still further, 
green makes its appearance between the yellow and the 
blue; and, finally, the two latter colours entirely disap- 
pear, apparently absorbed in the green ; the colours being 
now reduced to three, red, green, and violet. 

In this experiment the white light is evidently formed by 
the intersection of all the different colours, which, although 
they have received different directions by refraction, are still 
superposed in the centre, in consequence of the succession 
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of rays supplied by the breadth of light which foils on the 
fttce of the prism. The fringes are formed of light which 
wanto some one or more of the colours necessary to consti- 
tute white light. Now, whatever number of colours may 
be included in the spectrum, only two of those which make 
their appearance on the fringes, can be simple colours ; the 
one which, by the refraction of the prism, is lifted above 
the rest in consequence of its superior refrangibility ; and 
the one which is left below all the others in consequence of 
its inferior refrangibility ; the former of these is the violet, 
and the latter the red. The blue under the violet, and the 
yellow above the red, both adjoining the central white, 
must necessarily be compound colours; for, the violet 
which appears at the upper edge extends to the central 
white, and therefore, must be superposed so as to form a 
constituent part of the blue which lies between them, and 
the red which appears at the lower edge must, for the same 
reasons, enter into the composition of the yellow. 

Blue and yellow, then, being thus discovered to be com- 
pound colours, and it being also discovered that violet enters 
into the composition of the former, and red into the compo- 
sition of the latter ; the appearance of the spectrum when, 
upon its further developement, the green makes its appear- 
ance, is easily accounted for; the violet and red, the two 
extreme colours of the spectrum, being in this stage of 
its progress quite separated, leave the green (which was 
before superposed by both these colours in the central white) 
a distinct colour; and as the violet and red, by continuing 
to increase the distance of the screen, recede from each 
other, the green becomes more and more developed, until 
it acquires its full breadth, when the blue and yellow, in 
both of which it must have been a constituent principle, 
disappear. 

Red, green, and violet, then, are evidently the only primi- 
tive colours. Red and gfeen form yellow ; in larger propor- 
tions of the former orange ; violet, and green form blue ; 
in larger proportions of the former, dark-blue and indigo : 
Red and violet form crimson ; in larger proportions of the 
former, pink; and in larger proportions of the latter, 
purple. 

No shade of colour can be formed of more than two 
colours ; for, the moment the third is added, its comple- 
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mentary colours form white light with it, and they di8a|>r 
pear, leaving the colour or colours which happen to be in 
excess, diluted with the white light thus formed. A red- 
blue, a violet-yellow, or a green crimson is, therefore, 
impossible. It is upon this principle that when blue and 
yellow are superposed, green makes its appearance, there 
being a surface of this colour combined with violet to form 
the blue, and another surface combined with red to form 
the yellow, a mixture of the two colours must necessarily 
leave a surface of green in excess. 

These views lead to considerations of importance to 
several of the arts ; but having already extended this paper 
beyond the limits I had prescribed to myself, I shall reserve 
this part of the subject for another opportunity. 

The theoretical views derived from the appearance of the 
spectrum in different stages of its developement, may be 
illustrated by taking three cards, the size of the face of the 
prism, of the three colours, violet, green and red ; and, 
after placing them with their edges parallel, which will 
represent the superposition of all the colours to form the 
white light incident upon its sur&ce, gradually raise the 
violet and the green cards, the former twice as much as the 
latter, which will produce a separation of the colours nearly 
in the proportion they are separated, by gradually increased 
distance after refraction ; the parts of the cards which 
remain superposed will exhibit the different combinations 
as they appear on the screen at different distances from the 
prism. Where the three cards are together, the part of the 
spectrum they represent is white ; the green and red, from 
which the violet is withdrawn, form yellow ; the green and 
violet, from which the red is withdrawn, blue ; and the full 
developement of the spectrum is shewn by the complete 
separation of the three cards, (see figures 1 & 2). 

I am not acquainted with any writer who has noticed the 
appearance of the spectrum previous to its full develope- 
ment except Ritter, who did not appear to comprehend its 
character, but considered it, when received on a screen a 
few inches from the prism as forming two. spectra, which 
at greater distances became united.* 

If you consider the subject deserving a place in the 
Records of Science, I intend, in a future communication, to 

*- I quote from memory, haying no book, witli me to refer to. 
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produce such experimental confirmation of the theoretical 
views here advanced, as will, in my opinion, leave no doubt 
on a question which, though it may not be considered of 
any great importance, it is certainly desirable to settle. 







In Fig. 1. the light which falls on the face of the prism 
a Cy is represented emerging from 6 c in three different direc- 
tions, so as to become completely developed upon a screen 

VOIi. 11. D 
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placed nearer to the prism than k 2, it assumes different 
appearances at different distances ; at (2 «, for instance, it 
has a white centre, fringed at its upper edge with blue and 
violet, and at its lower edge with yellow and red ; at fg 
the white light disappears, and the spectrum is then formed 
of four colours, red, yellow, blue, and violet. At h i it has 
a green centre, which increases the number of colours to 
five; and at k /, when fully developed, it is reduced to 
three, red, grean, and violet. 

Fig. 2. represents a front view of the spectrum, when 
the screen is placed 9Xde; and it also represents the super- 
position of the three cards with which the subject has been 
before illustrated ; the red card extends in breadth from 
r to r, the green card from g to g^ and the violet card from 
V to t?. P. C. 

Weston Super Mare^ 
May 2\st 1835. 
To the Editor of the Records of General Science. 



Article VI. 

On the Relation of the Specific Heat of Bodies to their 
Atomic Weights. 

This paper is intended to convey a condensed view of the 
researches of Avogrado, an Italian philosopher, as related 
in two separate memoirs.* 

It may be proper to observe that in a previous paper,t 
from the consideration of the affinity between the density 
and specific heat of bodies, he had established the formula 

rf = — 3 where the density of the ductile metals, is simply 

proportional to the mass of the atom divided by the cube of 
its affinity for heat, or affinitary number as it may be termed ; 
a rej^resents the quantity which corresponds with the cube 
of the distance of the centres of the atoms, that is to say, 
this distance is simply proportiooal to the affinity of each 
substance for heat, the mass of the atom not entering into 
its determination. 

* Ann de Chim. et de Physique, t. Iv. and Ivii. 

t Meraorie della Reale Accademia delle Sdenze di Torino, xxz. 91. 
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The affinitary number is obtained by dividing the atomic 
weight of a body by that of potassium, which is considered 
unity : thus, the affinitary number of gold will be i|.:«=2'5, 
or, as Avogrado makes it, «i:^<^:s5073. Then m = 5073, 

d=2218andrf=Jora=:t/Fgivesa = VrSii" = '^^^^^ 

the affinity of gold for heat. 

M. Avogrado, by his experiments on the specific heat of 
bodies, has confirmed the accuracy of the law deduced by 
Dulong and Petit, from their researches, that the specific 
heat of the atom of a compound gas is expressed by the square 
root of the whole\ or fractumdl number of the atoms of the 
simple gases f by wfiose condnnation the compound atom is formed. 
He has, however, been more particular in his expression of 
the law, which, according to him, is of the following import : 
the specific: heat of an atom of a compound body is equal to the 
square root of the whole, or fractional number, expressing the 
atoms or portions of atoms which, by their combination, form 
the atom of the compound body, whether in the solid or liquid 
state, adopting as unity the specific heat of some simple body 
in the same state. This rule, however, is not easily applied 
to solids and liquids, because the atoms and volumes of 
gases are equivalent ; whereas, in the former classes, it is 
a question requiring much investigation to resolve, what is 
the composition of the compound atom in the solid or liquid 
state. For the composition, according to ^theoretical con- 
siderations, is often different from what it is in the gaseous 
or vaporific state. Impressed with a desire of clearing up 
this difficulty, Avogrado was led into the discussion of the 
subject of the atomic ^eight of bodies, and has considered 
it proper to reduce the numbers attached to them by the 
Continental chemists to one-half. These new numbers being 
deduced from the consideration of the specific heat, he has 
termed them thermic atoms. The table of the specific heat 
of bodies, which was the result of his researches, has been 
already presented to the reader (Records of General Science, 
vol. i. 108.) The numbers were ascertained by means of an 
instrument of simple construction. The vessel in which 
the substance to be experimented on was placed, consisted 
of a cylinder of thin brass, with a flat upper edge. To this 
is applied a brass plate, ^pierced with three holes in its 
circumference, to enable three screws to pass which rise 
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on the edge of the vessel, and are tightened from above by 
nuts, so that by interposing between the plate and the edge 
of the vessel a portion of oil skin, the access of water and 
external air is completely prevented. This vessel is con- 
tained in a larger one, also made of brass, intended to hold 
a determinate quantity of water at the temperature of the 
atmosphere, in which is placed a small mercurial thermo- 
meter with a brass scale, and covered bulb, which is com- 
pletely immersed in water. 

To ascertain the specific heat, the small vessel was filled 
with the substance in powder, if it was a solid, and the 
weight noted. The vessel was then closed with the brass 
plate, and was kept in a vessel full of boiling water, until 
it was concluded that it, as well as its contents, had acquired 
all the heat which could be communicated to it by boiling 
water. 

The temperature of the air; that of the water contained 
in the interior vessel of the apparatus, and that indicated by 
the thermometer which was plunged into it were marked ; 
the small vessel was then rapidly removed from the vessel 
of boiling water, by means of a pair of pincers, and placed 
in the exterior vessel. This being done, the temperature 
indicated by the thermometer of this vessel was marked 
every minute. This temperature increased at first rapidly, 
then slowly, and generally reached its maximum in eight 
or ten minutes. It is obvious that this method would be a 
very easy one for determining the specific heat of bodies, 
if it did not happen that during the experiment, the water 
in the exterior vessel is constantly giving off heat at the 
expense of the substance, which is the object of experiment, 
and conveying it to the vessel and surrounding bodies. 
Avogrado, however, corrected this source of error by 
applying Newton's law, according to which, the communi- 
cation of heat is continually proportional to the actual 
difference of temperature between the two bodies, a law 
which is exact for moderate temperatures. He found also 
a formula nearly accurate, in which the excess of tempera- 
ture of the exterior vessel, and of the iVUter contained in it, 
above that of the surrounding air, as well as of the interior 
vessel, and the substance contained in it above that of the 
water, is regarded as being a mean during the experiment 
between the initial and final excess. 
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According to the law of Dulong and Petit, the specific 
heat of simple bodies, taking for unity that of an equal 
weight of water, multiplied by their atomic weights, gives 
us the constant number -375, (or -376*) In other words, 
the specific heat of an atom of these bodies is -375, adopting 
as unity the specific heat of a body of water, equal in weight 
to that of an atom of oxygen. From which it follows that 
if the same law applies to oxygen, and if the relation 
adopted between the atoms of different bodies and that of 
oxygen, is really that which exists between the atoms, to 
which the law refers, and which maybe called their thermic 
atoms ^ the specific heat of oxygen in the solid state, ought to 
be 0*376, taking as unity that of an equal weight of water. 
This, however, cannot be verified by experiment, because we 
are unacquainted with any method of operating upon oxygen 
in the solid state. It is obvious, therefore, that to fix the 
atoms of bodies relative to oxygen, is somewhat arbitrary ; 
for the rule of the equality of the specific heat of atoms, 
would be verified by doubling or trebling all the atoms in 
relation to that of oxygen, or in taking a half or third, pro* 
vided that we changed at the same time the constant number. 

Let us turn our attention to various bodies with this object 
in view. 1 . The specific heat of carbon appears to indicate 
that we may reduce the atoms of sulphur, and the metals, to 
one-half of the numbers attributed to them at present. The 
atom of carbon is really 0*764 (or rather '76, as will be pre- 
sently seen) of the atom of oxygen. The same relation ought 
then to subsist between the atoms of carbon and oxygen, 
both in the solid state, in order that the law of Dulong and 
Petit may be applicable. The specific heat of carbon, 
according to the determination of Crawford and Avogrado, 
is -26, or one fourth of that of water. Now, '76, the true 
atom of carbon (and not '764, the number adopted on the 
Continent) + -26 « -1875, or the half of -376, and exactly 
the half of -376, the co-efficient adopted by Avogrado. 
From this fact Avogrado argues that the co-efficient of the 
law of Dulong and Petit ought to be reduced to this half 
number, *1875, and for the same reason that the atoms of 

* Thomson on Heat and Electricity, 97. . 
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sulphur and the metals should be reduced to the half of 
the numbers which represent them at present. The specific 
heat of carbon would then be, according to this modified 
law %''^''^ = 0-25, or exactly the result of experiment. 
The number deduced by Avagrado is, however, incorrect, 
because he adopts -764 as the atomic weight of carbon, 
instead of -75, the number obtained by Dr. Thomson, and 
which is here substituted. 

In this view of the subject the specific heat of oxygen, in 
the solid state, ought to be '1875, a number which Avo- 
grado also finds to be nearly the specific heat of oxygen in 
the state of gas, by a calculation founded on the experi- 
ments of Berard and Delaroche, relating to the specific 
heat of the oxygen of the air coihpared to that of water ; 
and it is probable that the specific heat of a body, which pre- 
serves the same atomic composition may not differ much in 
each state. This could hot happen; however, if the numbers 
are preserved to which Dulong and Petit applied their law, 
because the specific heat of oxygen would then be '376, or 
the double of that which it possesses in the gaseous state. 

2. Phosphorus. — ^The specific heat of this substance was 
determined by Avogrado, by observing how many degrees, 
phorphorus at several degrees below zero cooled the liquid 
(which was spirit of wine) in the exterior vessel. The mean 
of two experiments gave for the specific heat of phosphorus 
0*385, taking that of water as unity. Now, the atomic 
weight of phosphorus being 2* we obtain an approximation 
to this number if we take the fourth of it, or -5, and divide 
the co-efficient -1876 by it. The quotient is -376, or the 
specific heat of phosphorus in the solid state. Hence, 
according to the view laid down by Avogrado, the thermic 
atom of phosphorus will be' '6. In the gaseous atom he 
considers that there would be 8 thermic atoms 

3. Arsenic. — ^The atom of this substance is 4*75, the half 
of which is 2'375. To obtain the specific heat we have 
^•sid = '79 or -80. The number obtained by the experi- 
ment was '81. Mitscherlich has found the density of the 
vapour of arsenic correspond to double the number at 
present received as the atom of arsenic. There would, 
therefore, be in the gaseous atOm four thermic atoms. 
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4. Iodine. — For the specific heat of this substance in the 
solid state, Ayogrado obtained the number «089. 

Now, to procure an approximation to this number theore- 
tically, we must divide the atom 15*76 by *8, and we. have 
1*967. Now, ^4H ^ '^^* Hence arsenic is analogous to 
phosphorus. 

We may, perhaps, extend the same analogies to bromine, 
and chlorine. Avogrado infers that the combining atom of 
aasote is formed of 2 thermic atoms; those of chlorine, 
iodine, bromine and phosphorus, of 8 thermic atoms, and 
that of arsenic of 4 true or thermic atoms, each multiple 
atom requiring 5 atoms of oxygen to form nitric, chloric, 
iodic, bromic, phosphoric, and arsenic acids. 

Now, with regard to compound bodies, Avogrado consi- 
ders that the law deduced from the experiments of Dulong 
for the specific heat of compound gases applies equally to 
the specific heat of compound bodies in the solid state, viz. 
that the specific heat of the compound atom of a solid body, 
taking as unity that of a simple atom, given by the law of 
Dulong and Petit, is repi-esented by the square root of the 
whole or fractional number, which expresses the atoms or 
portions of simple atoms of different kinds, entering into 
the formation of this compound, a number, which, for brevi- 
ty's sake, may be termed the constituent number of the com- 
pound atom. Consequently, to obtain the constant number, 
*1875, it is necessary to multiply the specific heat of com- 
pound bodies (taking that of an equal weight of water as 
unity) first by the weight of the compound atom, taking 
that of oxygen as unity, as for simple bodies, and to divide 
by the square root of the constituent number ; and recipro- 
cally to obtain the specific heat of a solid body, taking as 
unity that of an equal weight of water, we must multiply 
the square root of the constituent number by '1875, and 
divide by the weight of the compound atom. It will now 
be proper to consider the application of this law to the 
different kinds of compound bodies. 

1 . Water. — If we suppose that the atom of water in the 
solid, liquid and vaporific state is the same, and represent- 
ing its composition to be 1 atom hydrogen + I atom 
oxygen, its constituent number will be 1*6 of which the 
square root is 1*225. Now, let us multiply the square root 
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of the constituent number, according to the law as above 
stated by theconstant number, and then divide by the weight 
of the compound atom; then 1-226 x •1876-r-0626=s 0-40846. 
= the specific heat of water in the solid state or ice. The 
specific heat of ice, according to Clement and Desormes, is 
•72, according to Avogrado, -92. We arrive at a mean of 
these numbers, by supposing that the atom of the vapour of 
water is divided into four parts in passing to the solid state ; 
for then the constituent number will be fbur times less, and 
its square root the half of the preceding, while the com- 
pound atom which enters as the divisor into theexpression of 
the specific heat, will become four times less. Hence the cal- 
culated specific heat will be 0-8168 or a mean of the two 
experiments mentioned ; for -92 -h 72 -h 2 = -82. If how- 
ever we calculate the specific heat, according to the view 
taken of the composition of water in this country, we have 
then, 2 as the constituent number, by dividing the square 
root of which by -6626 half the atom of water, we obtain 
*94 for the specific heat, a close approximation to the de- 
termination of Crawford and Avogrado. If in place of • 1875, 
we had adopted the number of Dulong and Petit, viz., -375; 
the calculated specific heat of ice would have been -8168 ; 
but the necessity of admitting a difierence in the constitu- 
tion of the atom of water in the three states in which it is 
found, is sufficiently indicated independently of all system, 
by comparing the specific heat of equal weights of water, 
vapour and ice. For the specific heat of vapour ought to be 
1*225, taking that of an equal and constant volume of air 
as unity ; and calculating from this, and taking as unity 
that of an equal weight of water, we have -3753 according 
to Delaroche and Berard, while the specific heat is 1 , and ' 
that of ice is *92. 

. 2. Oxides — (1). In this class, according to the theoreti- 
cal considerations which we have been discussing, it is 
necessary to view those oxides consisting of one atom base 
and one atom oxygen, as being formed of i atom oxygen 
and 1 atom of base ; but in order to correspond with the 
law already announced, the atom in the solid state will 
consist of i atom base and i atom oxygen. Thus, in the case 
of the protoxide of lead, the weight of the atom of lead being 
6*5 or half of that commonly adopted ; takingoxygen as unity, 
the atom of the protoxide will be 3*25 + 0*25 = 3*5 ; its con- 
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stituent number is, J 4- -J = '76, the square root of which is, 
^866 X -1876 = 1624 — 3-5 = -464, the calculated specific 
hieat, which differs very slightly from -49 or -60, the results 
of experiment. 

To obtain, therefore, the specific heat of oxides thus con- 
stituted, it is only necessary to divide the weight of the 
compound atom of each oxide by the number *1624. But 
it is the double of this number or *3248 that it is necessary 
to divide by the atom, resulting immediately from the 
union of a whole atom with half an atom of oxygen ; to ob- 
tain the same specific heat. 

By the application of this number we obtain for the cal- 
culated specific heats of the oxides of mercury, zinc, and 
copper, 0*048, 0*129, and 0*130, while the experiments of 
Neumann gave '049, 0*132, 0*137. A similar calculation 
affords for the protoxide of lead, protoxide of tin, and lime, 
•047, -078, 0*182, the results of experiment being *050, -094, 
and '179. The calculated specific heat of magnesia is *261, , 
that of experiment '276. 

Neumann makes this constant number '697, the half of 
which is '3486, constituting what he terms a stechiometHcal 
quantity. This is considerably above the estimate of 
Avogrado. The difference is ascribed by the latter, to the 
circumstance of Neumann taking as a basis of his calcu- 
lation, the specific heat of magnesia, which has not been 
properly ascertained. 

(2.) Those oxides which consist according to our present 
ideas of IJ atom base and 1 atom oxygen, are considered 
by the views of Avogrado as compounds of j atom oxygen 
and 1 atom base; to this class belong peroxide of iron, 
deutoxide of lead, arsenious acid, and perhaps alumina. 
The specific heat of alumina by experiment was found to be 
•2. Now supposing the solid atom of alumina to consist of J 
atom aluminum and ^ atom oxygen, the calculated specific 
heat would be '2186. New experiments are required upon 
pure specimens of peroxide of iron and arsenious acid, 
before any conclusion can be come to with regard to the 
constitution of these atoms. But in reference to magnetic 
iron which consists of 1 atom protoxide, and 2 atoms per- 
oxide of iron, important data have been obtained. If we 
consider the atom of this substance divided into 8 portions 
so that the solid atom may be |^ F + ^ O, the weight of 
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the atom will be f 1*696 + i = 0*886. Its constituent 
number will be f + -J = |^ = 0*625, the square root of 
which is 0-7906 X •1876=-1482. Therefore :\^^ = -1672, 
the calculated specific heat. Neumann found the specific 
heat of this substance to be by experiment '1641. 

(3.) The last class of oxides are those which, according 
to the present views, consist of 2 atoms of oxygen and 1 of 
base. The principal examples are peroxide of tin, binoxide 
of manganese, which, by the law of Avogrado, should be 
formed of 1 atom oxygen and 1 atom base. The calculated 
specific heat of peroxide of tin is •1134, while the result of 
experiment was '896 and '966 according to Neumann. 

On the Continent silica is referred to this class. The ap- 
plication of Avogrado's law, however, shews us that the 
afomic number and view of the constitution of this sub- 
stance adopted by Dr. Thomson, is the correct one, viz. 
that it consists of 1 atom silica -f 1 oxygen, for 2 being 
the atomic weight, the half of which is 1 , then the consti- 
tuent number is — - — = 1, the square root of which is 1. 

We have therefore -^i|J^ = '1875. Neumann found by 
experiment the specific heat to be for quartz and rock crystal 
*1894 and *1883. If we adopt the continental number '9625 
for the atom of silica, the calculated specific heat is '1948. 

3. Sulphurets. — ^The observations of Avogrado and Neu- 
mann go to prove that the atom of the sulphurets should 
be divided. Thus for cinnabar the specific heat calculated 
upon these hypothesis is *611. Neumann found it by ex- 
periment to be *620; for galena the calculated specific heat 
is -0501, by experiment '063 and -046 ; for blende the cal- 
culated number is '1241, experiment '1145; for realgar 
calculation gives '1117, experiment '1111. These four 
sulphurets, according to Neumann, afford "767 for the con- 
stant number which expresses the product of their observed 
specific heat, multiplied by the weight of the atoms result- 
ing immediately from the union of an atom of each. Accord- 
ing to Avogrado, this number is -7484, now the fourth of 
the latter number is "1871, which differs but slightly from 
•1875, the half of the co-eflBcient of Dulong and Petit. 
Avogrado has found that the same law applies to orpiment 
and bisulphuret of iron. 

4. Chhrides. — The atom of chloride of sodium will require 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.] Heat of Bodies to their Atomid Weights. 43 

to be considered as consistiug of ^ atom sodium and 1 
atom chlorine. The calculated specific heat will then 

be ^^ — = "214, the experimental result was •221. 

The atom of Chloride of mercury or corrosive sublimate, 
if viewed as constituted of i an atom mercury and 2 atoms 
chlorine^ will yield the following result : — 

v;q^— = •0693. Now the number derived from 

experiment was -069. The number calculated from the 
atom adopted on the Continent would be '0694. 

The atom of potassium, Avogrado considers ought to be 
reduced to the fourth of what it is at present. The chloride 
of potassium would then consist of 2 atoms chlorine + 1 

potassium. Hence we have , ^ — = '193. There- 
suit ol'an experiment by Avogrado was '184. If we adopt 
the continental number for potash, we should have * 197 as 
the calculated specific heat. 

6. Salts. — Avogrado determined the specific heat of five 
sulphates in the anhydrous state, and Neumann has obtained 
the specific heat of four mineral sulphates. In these, it is 
necessary to consider the atom as consisting of ^ atom of 
oxide and ^ atom sulphuric acid. The following table ex- 
hibits the specific heat of six different sulphates, ascertained 
by calculation and experiment. 

observed . c alculated • 

Sulphate of lime ...... 0-188 - 0.176 

iron 0145 -O^ 160 

copper . . . . 0- 180 - 0-167 

barytes .... 0-108 - 0-103 

strontian ... 0-186 - 0131 

lead 0-085 - 0079 

The sulphates of soda and zinc would require to be 
divided by 8, but their specific heat has not been properly 
ascertained. Neumann found by an examination of the 
sulphates that the stechiometrical numbers^ that is the pro- 
duct of the specific heat multiplied by the compound atom, 
was 1*546. Reducing the atoms to one half, according to 
the view of Avogrado, we obtain -773 for the number. 
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- 0-2058 


0-1819 


- 0-1818 


0-1712 


- 0-1668 


0;1078 


- 0-1066 


0-1446 


- 0-1408 


00814 


- 00778 


0-2161 


- 0-2230 


0-2270 


- 0-2264 
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and *1932 the fourth of the latter, which does not differ 
much from* 1875. 

In carbonate of lime the number of atoms are indicated by 
the formula, l+iH-} + ls=3, which being divided by 
4, gives -76, the square root of which is 0*866 x 1876 = 
'1624. Now taking the 8th of the atom of carbonate of 
of lime we have ^.ij^il = 0*207. The specific heat by 
experiment was found to be *203. The stechiometrical num- 
ber deduced from an examination of the carbonates is 
'1892. The correspondence of the calculated and observed 
specific heats of the carbonates is presented in this ]^tble. 

observed . calculated . 
Carbonate of lime .... 

iron .... 

zinc .... 

barytes 

strontian . . . 

lead .... 

lime & magnesia 

magnesia & iron 
6. ilf/n^rab.— Neumann has determined the specific heat 
of several natural silicates. Common felspar, according to 
the views of Avogrado, will consist of 1 atom potassium 
and -J atom oxygen forming potash ; 1 atom aluminum + i 
atom oxygen forming alumina, and 3 atoms silicon + 3 
atoms oxygen forming silica, or altogether 1 atom potas- 
sium 4- 1 aluminum + 3 silicon -f- 4 oxygen. If the weight 
of the atom be 8*8537, and the constituent number 9, then 
we have for the latter number the expression f , the square 
root of which is 1*0608 x '1875 = *1989, and the atom is 
reduced to ^-^^M- = 1-1067 ; the calculated specific heat is 
^^^^ T^r^ ='1797. Neumann found -1911 by experi- 
ment, and '1861 for adularia. In the case of albite or 
soda felspar^ it is necessary to consider the atom divided by 
16 . its constituent number will be (taking for a numerator 
17 made up of 1 sodium + 2 aluminum + 6 silicon + 8 
oxygen = 17,) fj, of which the square root is 1*0308 x 
•1876 = 1937, the weight of its atom is l^lplA = 1-0446, 
and the calculated specific heat is j~~~ = 0*1851. Neu- 
mann obtained by experiment *1961. 

Hydrous sulphate of lime afibrds by calculation for the 
specific heat *269. Neumann found it -2727. 
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We terminate for the present this interesting subject 
by two observations. 

1. The co-efficient of the law which marks the relation 
between the specific heat and atomic weight, differs slightly 
in different substances. It is in the 

Oxides ...... 1914 

Sulphurets . . . . -1871 

Sulphates -1932 

Carbonates .... 1892 

Mean 1902 

This mean is to 1875 nearly as 71 to 70. 

Neumann has found for sulphur the co-efficient '209, 
which approaches -2085, the number of Lavoisier and 
Laplace. Hence, it is probable that the co-efficient for non- 
metallic substances may be a little greater than for metallic 
bodies. 

2. We may likewise deduce from the researches of 
Avogrado and Neumann that the atoms of bodies are related 
according to a regular law, and that the accuracy of the 
atomic numbers adopted in this country is confirmed in 
many instances. 



Articlb VII. 
Ascent of ChimhorazOj on the \6th December 1831, 

By M. BOUSSINGAULT.* 

After ten years of assiduous labour I had realized the pro- 
jects of my youth, which had brought me to the new world. 
The height of the barometer at the level of the sea between 
the tropics, had been determined in the port of La Guayra. 
The geographical position of the principle cities of Vene- 
zuela and of New Grenada, had been already fixed. Nume- 
rous observations, by levelling, had informed us of the figure 
of the Cordilleras, and I had procured the most precise data 
in reference to the position of the gold and platinum of 
Antioquia and Choco. In short, my laboratory had been 
successively erected in the different craters of the volcanoes 

* From the Annates de Chimie, Iviii. 150. 
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in the neighbourhood of the equator; and I had been fortu- 
nate enough to be able to continue my researches upon the 
decrease of the heat in the intertropical Andes to the great 
height of 5600 metres (17,040 feet). 

I found myself at Rio Bamba, resting myself, after my 
recent excursions, to Cotopaxi and Tunguragua. I wished to 
contemplate at my leisure, to satiate myself, as it were, 
with the view of the majestic glaciers, which have so often 
attracted the attention of scientific men, and to which it 
was necessary that I should soon bid an eternal farewell. 

Rio Bamba is, perhaps, the most singular diorama in the 
world. The town presents nothing remarkable in itself: 
It is placed on one of those arid plateaus so common ih the 
Andes, and which have all, at this great height, a charac- 
teristic wintry aspect, which fills the traveller with a feeling 
of melancholy. It is true that, in order to reach it, he 
must traverse a most picturesque region, and it is always 
with regret that he exchanges .a tropical climate for the 
northern frosts. From the house in which I resided I could 
survey Capac-urcu, Tunguragua, Cubill6, Carguairazo, to 
the North Chimborazo, and several other celebrated moun- 
tains of Paramos, which, although free from eternal snow, 
are of high geological interest. 

This vast amphitheatre of snow, which limits on every 
side the horizon of Rio Bamba, is a continual subject for 
observation. It is curious to notice the appearance of these 
glaciers at diffSerent hours of the day, to see their apparent 
height, varying from one instant to another by the effect of 
atmospheric refraction. With what interest does not one 
view, in such a circumscribed space, the appearance of all 
the great meteorological phenomena. Here may be seen 
those immense clouds which Saussure has well defined by 
the denomination oi parasitical cUmdSy and are distinguished 
by their attaching themselves to the middle of a trachyte 
cone. There they stick, uninfluenced by the wind, which 
blows powerfully upon them. But soon the lightning shines 
through the midst of the mass of vapour, and hail, mixed 
with rain, inundates the base of the mountain, while its 
snowy summit, which the storm cannot reach, shines re- 
splendent with the rays of the sun. At a distance there is 
a line of ice shooting forwards, shining brilliantly like a 



Digitized by 



Google 



1835.] Ascent of Chimbanuso. 47 

miiTor. The atmosphere is remarkably pure, for, although 
the snowy ridge appears covered with a cloud which seems 
like smoke to emanate from it, yet it is merely a yapour, 
which soon yanishing away, re-appears i^ain, and is always 
of an ephemeral nature. This formation of clouds at 
intervals is a very frequent phenomenon on the tops of snowy 
mountains. They appear principally in calms, and always 
some hours after the culmination of the sun. In these 
circumstances the glaciers may be compared to condensators, 
pointing towards the upper regions of the atmosphere, which 
serve to dry the air while cooling, and to return the water 
to the sur&ce of the earth, which is dissipated in the state 
of vapour. 

These plateaus surrounded by glaciers, present sometimes 
a most melancholy aspect, for when a continued wind brings 
up the moist air from the hot regions, the mountains become 
invisible, and the ^horizon is obscured by a line of clouds 
which seem to touch the earth, and the day is cold and moist ; 
this mass of vapour being impervious to solar light. 

The twilight then is long. At other periods, as over the 
equatorial zone, night succeeds the day quite suddenly; 
the sun may be said to be extinguished in setting. 

I could not terminate my researches upon the trachytes 
of the Cordilleras more properly than by a careful exami- 
nation of Chimborazo. But what chiefly stimulated me to 
pass the snowy limit, was the desire of obtaining the mean 
temperature of a very elevated station. And although this 
expectation was frustrated, my excursion, I hope, will not 
be found devoid of utility to Science. 

I explain the reasons which induced me to ascend Chim- 
borazo thus particularly, because I disapprove of dangerous 
excursions on mountains, when they are not undertaken in 
the cause of Science. For notwithstanding the numerous 
aflksents of Mount Blanc since the time of Suassure, he 
appears to me the only one who attained its summit.* 

My friend Colonel Hall, who had already accompanied 
me to Antisana and Cotopaxi, wished to join in- the present 
expedition, in order to increase the numerous facts which 

* Colonel Beanfoy, who ascertained the latitude on the summit of Moont Bliiie, 
most certainly he separated from the list of mere narrators of hair-hreadth escapes. 
Sc« Ann, of PhUosophf, ix. 97.— Edit. 
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he had already ascertained relative to the topography of 
the province of Quito, and to continue his researches upon 
the geography of plants. From Rio Bamba, Chimborazo 
presents two declivities of very different inclination. One 
looking upon Arenal is very abrupt, and exhibits, under 
the ice, numerous points of trachyte. The other, which 
descends to a place calledChillapullUf near Mocha, possesses, 
on the contrary, a slight inclination, but is of considerable 
extent. After an attentive examination of the neighbour- 
hood of the mountain we resolved to ascend by this route. 

On the 14th December 1831, we lodged in the farm of 
Chimborazo, where we were fortunate in having some dry 
straw to repose on, and some sheep skins to protect us from 
the cold. The &rm is situated at an elevation of 3800 
metres (12,464 feet). 

The nights are cold, and the stay here is rendered more 
disagreeable in consequence of the scarcity of wood. We 
were already in that region of grasses (Pajonales), which 
is passed before arriving at the limit of perpetual snow, and 
which terminates the woody vegetation. 

On the 16th, at 7 o'clock in the morning, we proceeded 
on our journey under the guidance of an Indian of the farm. 
The Indians of the plains are generally very bad guides, 
for, as they seldom ascend to the limit of the snow, they 
possess a very imperfect knowledge of the roads which con- 
duct to the ridge of the glaciers. We followed, at first, the 
bed of a stream which was enclosed by walls of trachyte, 
whose waters were derived from the glaciers ; but we soon 
quitted this chasm, and directed our course towards Mocha, 
along the base of Chimborazo . We gradually rose ; our mules 
walked with difficulty amid the debris of rocks which were 
accumulated at the foot of the mountain. The difficulty 
rapidly increased ; the soil was loose, and the mules stopped 
almost at every step, to take a long rest ; they no longer 
obeyed the spur ; their breathing was short and quick. We 
were then exactly at the height of Mont Blanc, the baro- 
meter indicating an elevation of 4808 metres* (15,770 feet) 
above the level of the sea. After covering our faces with 
masks of light muslin, in order to protect ourselves from 
the accidents which had occurred to us on Antisana, we 

* The height of Mount Blanc is 4810 metres (15,776 feet.) 
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began to clamber over a ridge which bordered. on a very 
elevated point of ice. It was mid-day. We ascended slowly, 
and as in proportion to our progress over the snow we expe- 
rienced greater difficulty in breathing, we readily regained 
our strength, by stopping every eight or ten steps without 
always sitting down. At an equal, height I think I have 
remarked, that there is greater difficulty in breathing on 
snow than on a rock. I shall endeavour, afterwards, to 
explain the reason of this. We soon attained a black rock, 
situated above the ridge which we had surpassed. We 
continued to rise during some time, but not without under- 
going great fatigue, from the want of consistence in the 
snowy soil, which yielded to our feet, and in which we 
sometimes sunk up to the middle. 

Notwithstanding all our efforts, we were soon convinced 
that it was impossible to advance, as a little above the 
black rock the soft snow was more than four feet deep. 
We lay down on a mass of trachyte which appeared like an 
island in the middle of a sea of snow. We had reached an 
elevation of 6116 metres (16,777 feet). The temperature 
of the air was 2-9 (372 F.). It was now 1 J P. M. Thus 
after much fatigue we had only ascended 307 metres (1006 
feet) above the place where we started. I filled at this 
station a bottle with snow for the purpose of making a 
chemical examination of the air contained in its interstices. 
The object in view will be subsequently explained. In a 
few minutes we descended to the place where we had left 
our mules. I occupied a short time in examining the 
geology of this part of the mountain and in collecting 
specimens of the rocks. At half-past three we started and 
at 6 o'clock reached the farm. The scene was splendid, Chim- 
horazo never appeared so majestic as at this period ; but after 
our failure we could only gaze on it with a feeling of regret. 

We resolved to attempt the ascent by the abrupt side, 
that is to say, by the declivity which looks towards Arenal. 
We knew that it was by this side that Humboldt had 
ascended the mountain. The spot which he reached had 
been pointed out to us from Rio Bamba, but it was impos- 
sible to obtain correct information of the route which he 
had followed, to enable us to reach it, as the Indians who 
had guided this intrepid traveller were all dead. 

VOL. II. £ 
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It was at 7 o*ftock on: the morning of the 16th, that we 
began to ascend by the route of Alenal. The dky was 
remarkably clear. To the east we observed the famous 
volcano of Langay, situated in the province of Macas, and 
which, only a century ago, Condamine had seen in a state 
of permanent eruption. In proportion as we advanced, the 
ground became elevated in a sensible manner. In general 
.the plateaus of trachyte, which supported the isolated 
peaks, of which tjie Andes consist, rise gradually towards 
the base of these peaks. The numerous deep crevices which 
furrow these plateaus appear to diverge from a common 
centre and become narrower in proportion to their distance 
from the centre. They exactly resemble the cracks which 
are observed on glass which has been starred. At 9 o'clock 
we halted to breakfast under the shade of an enormous 
block of trachyte, to which we gave the name of Pedron del 
Almuenzo. 

Here I made a barometrical observation, because I was 
in hopes of being able to take another at 4 P. M., in order 
to ascertain at this height the diurnal variation. Pedron 
is elevated 4336 metres (14,218 feet). We passed on our 
mules the limit of the snow. When we began to ascend on 
foot the height was 4945 metres (16,219 feet). The ground 
was quite unfitted for our mules to travel on. These 
animals endeavoured to make us comprehend by their 
instinct the lassitude which they endured; their ears 
generally so erect and attentive were completely flattened, 
and during the frequent halts which they made, in order 
to breathe, they gazed anxiously on the plain beneath. 
Few persons have, it is probable, rode to such an elevation ; 
for in order to keep one's seat, on animals travelling in 
such soft ground, it would be necessary to have been 
$|cqustonied to ride for several years among the Andes. 
After examining the place where we had stopped, we 
endeavoured to gain a ridge which mounted to the summit 
of Chimborazo, It was necessary in the first instance to 
overcome a great declivity which lay before us ; it was 
formed principally of blocks of rock of all sizes, disposed in 
a shelving manner ; these and their fragments of trachjrte 
were covered by larger or smaller pieceis of ice, and in 
several places,, it was obvious that this debris rested cm 
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haiM^Q^ fluov^ It wa^ d^v^d from recent ruptures which 
had takto place in the upper parts of the mountain. 
These ruptures are frequent^ and in the midst of the glaciers 
of the Cordilleras, there are aralanches in which there are 
more stones than snow.. It was three-quarters past ten 
. when we left our. mules ; as we walked upon rocks we 
experienced no. great diflBiculty. It might be said that we 
mounted a ladder in bad condition. The only trouble was 
in looking for stones on which we might tread with safety ; 
we stopped to breathe every six or eight steps, but without 
sitting down, and even this rest was made use of for col* 
lectin^ geological specimens. . But whenever we reached a 
sunny surface the heat of the sun became suffocating, our 
reepiration difficult, and consequently our rests more fre- 
quent and more necessary. 

At Hi A. M., we crossed an extensive table of ice in 
which it was necessary to make notches in order to secure 
our footing. This passage was dangerous ; a step would 
have cost us our lives. We again reached debris of trachyte. 
It felt like terra firma and enabled us to ascend a little 
more rapidly ; we walked in a column, first myself, then 
Colonel- Hall, and lastly the negro, who followed our steps 
exactly, to secure the safety of the instruments which were 
intrusted to him. We preserved complete silence at this 
time ; for experience had taught us that nothing is more 
weakening than a conversation kept up at this altitude, 
and when we rested, if we exchanged words, we spoke in 
the lowest tone of vpice. It is in a great measure to this 
preedution that I attribute the state of health which I have 
constantly enjoyed during my ascents to the volcanoes. 
This salutary restriction I. imposed in a despotic manner 
upon all those who accompanied me. Upon Antisana, an 
Indian, who had neglected this order, and had called upon 
Colonel Hall (who had wandered during our passage 
through a cloud) with all his strength of lung, was seized 
with vertigo and incipient hemorrhage. We soon reached 
the ridge which we wished. It had not the same appear- 
ance which it preseiited at a distance. It contained, little 
snow, but it possessed escarpments which were difficult to 
ascend. We were obliged to make extraordinary efforts, 
and exertion is painful in these elevated regions. At last 

B 2 
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we arrived at the foot of a wall of trachyte surmounted by 
a peak which was several hundred metres in height. 

This was discouraging, although the barometer only 
indicated an elevation of 6680 metres (18,630 feet). This 
height was not great for us, because it was inferior to that 
which we had reached on Cotopaxi. Humboldt had 
ascended higher on Chimborazo, and we were anxious at 
least to reach the station which that distinguished traveller 
had attained. Mountain travellers, when discounted, are 
very apt to sit down, a plan which we followed at Pena 
Colorada (red rock). This was the first time we had in- 
dulged ourselves with a seat. We felt extremely thirsty, 
and were first occupied in sucking the ice to quench our. 
thirst. It was three-quarters past noon, and yet we felt 
very cold. The thermometer having sunk to 0°'4 (32-J°). 
We were enveloped in a cloud ; the hair hygi'ometer stood 
at 91 J°. The vapour disappeared and the hygrometer re- 
mained at 84°. 

So much moisture may appear extraordinary at such a 
height, but it constantly occurs among the glaciers of the 
Andes, and appears to admit of a very natural explanation. 
During the day the surface of the snow is generally moist ; 
the rock of Pena Colorada, for example, was all wet. 
Hence, the air near the glacier must then be saturated with 
moisture. On Mount Blanc, Saussure found the hygro- 
meter at 69° and 61°, the temperature varying from 0-6 to 
— 2°3 R. (33°1 to 26°-82 F.) 

Now, it is not uncommon to observe at the same level of 
the sea a similar hygrometrical state of the atmosphere. 
In the Cordilleras great dryness is experienced at 2000 
and 3600 metres (7,660, 1 1 ,480 feet). At Quito and Santa 
F6 de Bogota, we have seen, as I have noticed in another 
place, the hygrometer of Saussure descend to 26°.* The 
accidents which persons firequenting the glaciers have ex- 
perienced, especially the very frequent alteration of the skin 
of the face, cannot be ascribed, therefore, to the acid nature 
of the air. This change appears to me attributable to the 
action of strong light, since to protect the skin from chop- 
ping, it is sufiicient to cover the face with a simple coloured 

* Kesearefaes into the cause of Goitre. Ann, de Ckemie et de Physique, 
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crape. It is obvious that such a slight fabric cannot pre- 
serve the skin from the contact of the air, but it may 
diminish the strength of the light to which one is exposed. 
When the sun shines on a snowy plain, I have been told 
that it is only necessary to blacken the face. I am the more 
inclined to believe this because the negro who accompanied 
me to Antisana, having like myself neglected to wear a 
veil, was seized with a violent inflammation of the eyes, 
while the epidermis of his face was not injured, and mine 
was completely destroyed.* 

When the cloud in which we were enveloped was dissi- 
pated, we examined our situation. Looking at the red rock 
we had on our right a tremendous gulf. On our left, to- 
wards Arenal, an immense rock was distinguished, which 
it was necessary to reach in order to ascertain if the red 
rock could be passed, and to see if we could proceed further. 
The access to this belvidere was rough : I reached it however 
with the assistance of my two companions. I observed that 
if we could clamber over an inclined surface covered with 
snow, on the side of the rock opposite to that on which we 
had approached, we might attain a more considerable eleva- 
tion. In order to have an accurate idea of the topography 
of Chimborazo, let one figure to himself an immense rock 
supported on all sides by props ; the angles are the props 
which, from the plain, appear to support this enormous 
block. 

Before undertaking this dangerous passage, I ordered 
my negro to try the state of the snow. It possessed con- 
venient consistence. Hall and the negro endeavoured to 
turn round to the position which I occupied, and I 
endeavoured to rejoin them, when they had gained a sufii- 
ciently secure footing to receive me ; for to accomplish this 
it was necessary to slide down a descent of 25 feet over the 
ice. Just when we were preparing to set out, a stone was 
detached from the upper part of the mountain and fell near 
Colonel Hall. It met with a check which changed its 
course. I thought he was wounded, and could not be con- 

* The action of tke light appears to be the trae explanation of the disagreable 
effect described. I have seen troublesome inflammation of the conjunctiva in- 
duced in seamen, by incautiously sleeping on deck, with the face exposed to the 
influence of the light of the moon and stars; sailors call it star blindness. — Edit. 
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yinoed of the contra^ until I saw him lift it up and examine 
the specimen which had been so dangerously submitted to 
our notice. It wa»'of the same nature as that. which we 
trod upon. We proceeded cautiously. On the right we 
could support ourselves on the rock. On the left the 
declivity was frightftil, and before advancing we were ob- 
liged to familiarize ourselves with the precipice. This is^ 
a precaution which ought never to be neglected in moun- 
tains, whenever a dangerous chasm is to be passed. Saussure 
has said so long ago ; but it cannot be too often repeated, 
and in my perilous journeys among the summits of the 
Andes, I have never lost sight of the good advice. 

We now began to feel more than hitherto the effect of 
the rarefaction of the air. We were obliged to stop every 
two or three steps, and often even to lie down for some 
seconds. We only experienced difficulty when moving ; the 
snow soon presented a condition which rendered our 
journey equally slow and dangerous. It was only three or 
four inches deep, and under it existed a very hard and 
slippery ice. We were obliged to make depressions in the 
ice in order to ensure our footing. The negro wen|; first 
to form this ladder ; but he was soon exhausted. Wishing 
to take his place, I slipped, when fortunately for me, I was 
powerfully retained by Hall and my negro. At one time 
we were all three in eminent danger. This accident made 
us hesitate a little, but plucking up new courage we resolved 
to advance. The snow became more favourable. We made 
a last effort, and at three-quarters past one we reached the 
desired point. Here we were convinced that it was impos- 
sible to do more. We found ourselves at the bottom of a 
prism of trachyte, whose top covered with a cupola of snow, 
forms the summit of Chimborazo. 

The point which we had attained was only a few feet 
broad. On all sides we were surrounded . by precipices. 
The deep colour of the rock offered a striking contrast with 
the whiteness of the snow. Long icy stalagmites appeared 
in suspension over our heads, as if a mighty cascade had 
been congealed. The prospect was admirable. A few 
small clouds could be observed towards the east ; the air 
was perfectly calm ; our view was very extensive ; the situa- 
tion was new, and we enjoyed the most lively satisfaction. 
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We were at an eleyation of 6004 metres (19,699 feet,) 
which is I beliete the gre^t»9i height that man has attained 
on mountains. 

At 2 P M. the harometer stood at 371 "^ 1 (13 inches 
8} lines), the attached thermometer indicated a tempera- 
ture of T*-8 (46° F.) Under the shade of a rock the 
detached thermometer stood at the same point. I en- 
deavoured, but in vain, to find a cave in which I might 
take the mean temperature of the station. At the depth 
of one foot under the snow the thermometer stood at 0^ 
(32^, but the snow had melted and the instrument there- 
fore indicated the temperature of the melted snow. 
fTo be continued. J 
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JExamination of Hair S(dt, or Native Svlphate of Alumina 
and Iron, By Robert D. Thomson, M.D. 

The salt known under the name of hair salt and feather 
alum, which is produced by the decomposition of strata 
containing iron pyrites, has been examined by different 
chemists ; but hitherto no definite composition has been 
assigned to it, notwithstanding the length of time which 
has elapsed since it was first noticed. 

Dioscorides presents us with a detail of its characters so 
striking as to prevent any mistake in identifying it.* He 
describes it as being very white, astringent, in capillary 
portions, which-resemble what was called in Egypt trichitis. 
Pliny likewise mentions it particularly : ** Concreti, " says 
he, '^ aluminis unum genus schiston appellant Gb'aeci, in 
capillamenta qusdam canescentia dehiscens. Undequidem 
trichitin potius appellavere. Hoc fit e lapide ex quo et 
chalcitin vocant,** &c.:|: 

The indefatigable Toumefort visited the island of Milo, 
from which the salt described by these ancient authors was 
derived, and has satisfied us that the characters, as given 
by Dioscorides and Pliny, are quite accurate.f 

1. Klaproth examined a salt of a greyish-white colour 



• V. 323, ficv^nipMi Tpix^Ti^* X Plin. Ntt, Hist zxxt. 15. 
J Tournefort's VovBge, i. 177. 
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becoming yellow by exposure to the air, occurring in alum 
slate, and found its chemical composition to be 

Alumina 15*25 

Protoxide of iron . . . 7*50 

Potash -25 

Sulphuric acid and water 77' 

100-* 
If we consider the alumina and iron to be saturated the 
constituents will be, 

Alumina .... 15*25 7 
Protoxide of iron . 7*5 1 
Sulphuric acid . . 41*77 8 
Water ..... 36*48 31 



100*00t 
equivalent to 7 Al.S. -|- /S. -h 31 Aq. 

2. The same chemist states that the hair salt from the 
mercurial mines of Idria, (Halotrichum Scopolii), found in 
alum slate, possesses a silvery white colour, and consists 
essentially of sulphate of magnesia, united with a small 
portion of sulphate of iron. According to a recent analysis 
hair salt from Idria consists of 

Magnesia .... 16*389 - 1 atom. 
Protoxide of iron . 0*226 - 
Sulphuric acid . . 32*303 - 1 „ 
Water 50*934 - 7 atoms. 



99-852t 
which answers to MS. -|- 7 Aq. mixed with a little sulphate 
of iron, agreeing exactly in composition with the right 
prismatical crystals of the common Epsom salt. A similar 
mineral from Calataynd, in Arragon, yielded, 

Magnesia .... 16*495 
Sulphuric acid . . 31*899 
Water 51*202 



99*596 



* Beitrage, iii. 103, ChemiBche Untenuchung des federalauns yon Freyen- 
wdde. 

t Beitrage, iii. 104. 

t Poggendorff, Annalen, xxzi. 144. 
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3. Berthier has published the analysis of a hair salt, 
(Thomson's Inorguiic Chemistry, ii. 768.) consisting of 
Sulphuric acid . . . 34*4 
Protoxide of iron . . 12* 

Alumina 8*8 

Magnesia 0*8 

Water 44- 

100- 
corresponding with 1} Al. S. + /S. + 15 Aq.* 

4 In the course of an excursion to the eastern parts of 
the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, H. Hertzog discovered 
two hair salts in a cave on the Bushman River, 200 feet 
above its bed, in 30° 30^ S.L. and 26° 40' E.L., twenty miles 
from the sea. The cave was thirty feet wide, seven feet high, 
and twenty deep, having its upper part coated with feather 
alum, presenting the appearance of gypsum. The salt is 
snow-white, fibrous, with a silky lustre, the darker coloured 
fibres being very elastic. The fibres are partly straight and 
partly bent. The mineral consists, according to H. Stro- 
meyer, of 

Alumina 11*615 

Magnesia 3*690 

Protoxide of manganese 2*167 
Sulphuric acid .... 36*770 

Water 46*739 

Chloride of potassium . 0*205 

100*086t 
which is expressed by 

2J Al. S. + (} M. -h J mn.) S. + 20J Aq. 
Under the alum a bitter salt is found, which is i^requently 
crystallized in four-sided prisms, and when pure, is white. 
The mass accompanying the bitter salt is weather-beaten, 
earthy, and has a slaty appearance, and a greenish-white 
colour. It contains scales of mica, or talc, which are 
parallel with its cleavage. H. Stromeyer found it to con- 
tain silica and alumina in considerable quantity ; very little 

* Ann. ded Mines, y. 259. f Poggendorff, Ann. xzxi. 142. 
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iron, much manganese, and one per cent lime and magnesia. 

Water extracts from it common salt, gypsum, bitter 

salt, sulphate of manganese, and a trace of sulphate of 

alumina. 
The salt itself consists of 

Magnesia 14-679 

Protoxide of manganese 3*616 
Sulphuric acid .... 32-268 
Water 49243 



99-696 
corresponding with 

11 MS. -h win S. + 91 Aq. 

The rock on which the salt lies is a granular schistose 
quartzose rock of a greenish-gray colour, with small silvery 
scales of mica, and is impregnated with the salt matter 
which covers partly the sur&ce with flakes, and partly 
incrusts it. The flocky portion consists of bitter salt, the 
crust of alum, with a small quantity of bitter salt. The 
rock on which the river flows is a granular gray quartz, 
with some small scales of mica. The roof of the cave con- 
sists of red conglomerate, in which rolled quartz occurs, 
and occasionally pyrites and oxide of iron. The neighbour- 
hood is formed of hills 800 feet high, which are intersected 
by deep vallies, and capped by limestone. This limestone 
contains small portions of carbonate of magnesia, with 
traces of manganese and iron. Fossil oyster, and muscle 
shells were observed on the upper part of the hill, between 
Uitenhage and Enon. Hence, it would appear to be a very 
recent tertiary formation. It is worthy of notice that the 
alum and bitter salt are formed separately, and that neither 
of them contain iron, although the oxide of that metal 
occurs abundantly in the conglomerate. The feather alum, 
according to Hofrath Stromeyer, is a new hitherto unde- 
scribed species of alum, in which the sulphate of alumina 
occurs in combination with sulphate of manganese and 
sulphate of magnesia. Hence, he terms it mangan-magnesia 
alum. Sulphate of manganese has never previously been 
detected in any species of alum. 

AtTschermig, in Bohemia, an ammoniacal ^lum is foun^, 
which, according to Lampadius and Gruner, consists of 
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Alumina 11-602 

Ammoaia 3*721 

Magnesia 0*115 

Sulphuric acid .... 36*065 

Water 48*390 



99-893* 

The stalactitical bitter salt of Neusohl, in Bohemia, 
contains 

Magnesia 15*314 

Oxide of cobalt . . • 0*688 

Oxide of copper . . . 0*382 

Protoxide of manganese 0*343 

Protoxide of iron . . . 0*092 

Sulphuric acid .... 31*372 

Water 51*700 



99-891 1 

5. The substances which have been already described are 
all derived from foreign localities. I now proceed to relate 
the facts which have been ascertained with respect to the 
hair salts of this country. 

Mr. Phillips subjected to examination the salt which 
proceeds from the decomposition of iron pyrites in tl^e shale 
of the deserted coal mines of Campsie and Hurlet, in the 
neighbourhood of Glasgow. He obtained 

Sulphuric acid . . 30*9 - 3*07 atoms. 

Protoxide of iron . . 20*7 - 2*3 ,, 

Alumina .... 5-2 - 1*15 „ 

Water 43*2 - 19*2 „ 

100*0 
The formula deduced from his analysis is 
2/S;-l- Al.« SVh- 16|Aq.$ 
He repeated the analysis, and obtained the sulphuric 
acid in excess. 

The conclusions at which I have arrived, after making 
several careful analyses, are, that the substance is by no 

* Foggendorif, Ann. xzxi. 14t. f IHd, 

X Annals of Philoaophy, Second Series, ▼. 446. 
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means a steady compound, as I have never obtained the 
same quantity of alumina, and have found that of the 
acid to vary considerably. That the latter is often in excess 
is evident, from, the salt tasting sour in many instances, 
while at other times it is nearly tasteless. Mr. Phillips 
informs us that he found the proportion of alumina less, 
in a second trial which he made, than in his first analysis, 
although the -difference was not so considerable as to in- 
duce him to repeat his experiments. 

The specimens which I examined were from Campsie, 
and consisted of silky, albestus-like threads, mixed with 
pieces of shale and sulphate of iron, which were carefully 
excluded before dissolving the salt. 

It is very soluble in water, and often possesses a styptic 
taste, from the presence of minute portions of sulphate of 
iron ; 6 grs. introduced into a platinum crucible, and exposed 
to the heat of a spirit lamp, lost, without altering in colour, 
2*13 grs. By an additional heat, which rendered the salt 
reddish, 0*03 disappeared. If we suppose that all the water 
was expelled in the first experiment, without decomposing 
the compound in any degree, we obtain a per centage of 
42*6 ; by the second we have 43*6. 

The following table contains the result of three analyses 
of hair salt from Campsie : 





Sulphuric 
Acid. 


Protoxide of 
Iron. 


Alciniiii&. 


Wster. 


1. 

2. 
3. 


32-925 

28-636 

' 33-580 


19-800 
19-936 
19-620 


2-600 
2-850 
3-200 


44-776 
48-580 
43-600 


Mean . . . 
Atoms. . . 


31-713 
6-34 


19-786 
4-39 


2-860 
1-26 


46-651 
40-6 



In these experiments the composition is. 
First. 
Sulphuric acid . .6*6 
Protoxide of iron . . 4*4 
Alumina . . . . I'l 

Water 39-8 

To represent the composition by these analyses, we have 
the formulae respectively : — 



Second. 


Third. 


5-727 


- 6-71 atoms. 


4-4 


- 4-35 


1-26 


- 1-42 


43-18 


- 38-76 
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1. 4/§; -h Al. S« -H 36 Aq. 

2. 3}/S. + Al. S. -h 34iAq. 

3. 3/S. -h Al. Sii+27iAq. 

And, as expressing the mean, we may adopt 
3J/S. + Al. Si* + 32 Aq. 

Another specimen which had been preserved in a phial 
for some years was also analyzed, and yielded, 

Sulphuric acid . . 35-600 - 2*37 atoms. 
Protoxide of iron. . 13*500 - 1- „ 

Alumina .... 7- 127 - 1 05 „ 
Water 43-773 - 129 



100000 
Which may be considered equivalent to/ S. + Al. S. -h 
13 Aq. with a great excess of acid. The salt had a strongly 
acid taste. If we take the mean of this formula with those 
which precede, we obtain nearly 

2/S*. + Al.S. + 20 Aq. 
which is quite different from the result of Phillips. 

Of the three analyses contained in the table, the third, 
perhaps, approaches most nearly the mean composition of 
this substance, as it corresponds with the first so far as 
regards the acid and iron, and the water is identical with 
the result obtained by direct experiment. 

From these facts, then, it appears that the hair salt of 
the coal strata varies in its composition. But this deduc- 
tion is what we should have been inclined to draw, from 
the consideration of various analyses by different chemists, 
of specimens of similar salts from other localities, which 
affect the same form of crystallization, although consist- 
ing of totally different constituents. Thus sulphate of 
magnesia,, sulphate of manganese, as well as sulphate of 
alumina and iron are found, we have also seen in capillary 
crystals. 

Upon what circumstances this remarkable asbestus form 
of soluble salt depends, it is not easy to determine, because 
they are indifferently met with in various species of rocks. 
This form/ however, in insoluble minerals, as has been 
observed, is connected with serpentine rocks.* 

Thomson's Inorganic Chemistry, i. 161. 
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Article VIIL 

Observations on the Formation amd Changes of the inferior 
orders of Plants. By F. Jv Kutzikg.* 

The nature of the lowest species of plants is a subject of 
interest, M. Kutzing, from many observations which he 
has made upon them, has drawn some important results. 
Distilled water remained stationary for six months, with- 
out shewing any appearance of green matter on its surface. 
Water which had been distilled over plants presented a 
different aspect. 

In some of them a mucus began to shew itself in the 
course of eight days ; in rose water in about two weeks. 
First the mucus is deposited, and the characteristic odour 
of the water disappears. Hence, this mucilage would 
appear to be formed at the expense of the essential oil. 
No filaments or globuleis can be discovered at this stage ; 
but if the water is less exposed to the direct influence of 
the sun, they appear at first colourless in the mucous mass, 
and then the different forms of Hygrocrocis and Leptomitus 
shew themselves. This coAstitiite^ the second step ; the 
light of the sun determining whether" Protococcus or Sygro- 
crods shall be developed. The lowest ^tate of these globules 
is well exhibited in the genus eQtal>Iished by Kutzing, of 
Cryptococcus which is inferior to Protocpaqm ; for in the for- 
mer the organic mucus is only obse^rved in the form of minute 
globules, while in the latter, they i^re larger and poasess 
colour with a more solid texture. The third step is the 
formation of filaments, by the union or elongation of the 
colourleas globules, giving origiD tQ ffygrocrods or Lepto- 
mitus. The L pbmmla is an advanced ^tate of Cryptocqcctis. 
The latter is formed in moist wjindpws. Kutzing has ob- 
served the formation of an Oscillatoria which he CBlhferies^ 
tralisy over a stratum of CryptQcoci^^ which previously 
became a Palmella. If we term the transforiQ.Q^ion of 
Cryptococcus into Hygrocrocis and JLeptamittis a direct pro- 
gressive step, we may call that of Cryptococcus into Pqlmella 
and Protococcus^ hJii&nXLy progressive. 

* Ann. des Scien. Nat. II. 129. 
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It is worthy of remark, that the Protococcus is often- 
found in dry places, for it seems that it never appears in 
water except when the sun is shining on it, and. the Hygro- 
crook and Leptam^uB appear in the shade. It has been 
observed that the algte (algaes) are formed after the death 
of the Infusorii^ especially the JEhiehelys pubnsculus. When 
the water in which thb animal is found, is evaporated, the 
latter contracts after death into globules. These possess at 
first their transparency at the extremities, which correspond 
to the head and tail ; but gradually they contract into a ring 
surrounded by other globules, and assume an appearance 
resembling Protococcus; only it is mucilaginous when 
united in lai^e masses, and is therefore more like PahneUa. 

At this time an OadUatoria begins to appear, which Kut- 
zing terms brevis. It is always the same plant. The author 
confii*ms the accuracy of the observation of Treviranus 
with regard to the motion of the sporules of algsB. He oh* 
served the motions of millions of globules while examining' 
the Draparnaldia plumosa in a glass of water. Under the 
microscope he noticed, that as the green border (which was 
formed on the second day after depositing the plant in 
water), increased, the filaments of the Draparnaldia^ lost 
their green colour and became hyaline, and the globules 
resembled then the Cymbella (Fruatulia.) These move- 
meats somewhat resemble those of pollen is spirit of wine, 
camphor in water, &c., but they are of longer duration. 
By keeping a Protococcus which was seated on sandstone 
constantly wet, the globules hecs^me connected, filaments 
were formed, and a conferva produced, which he calls 
teTierrima {C Muralis S^reng.) This plant is found in the 
waters of reservoirs, and is transformed into an alga of a 
superior order, the Inoderma. Kutzing observed the 
Alysphcmaflavo-vireas to be produced fipom the Pro^ococcttf 
viridiSf by the conversion of the globules into dichotomous 
filaments. 

He found likewise, that by examining the structure of the 
Parmeiia partetina, it is observed, that the globules of the 
Protococcus viridisy which occurs on trees along with the 
lichen, entei^ into its froiid , and that the latter is the first state 
of the' lichen. Upon the upper part of trunks of trees, we 
observe the Parmeiia parietina. At the base we notice 
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filaments of Protonemay which are generally converted into 
Ortkotrickumy Hypnum and other mosses. 

Kutzing has distinctly observed these threads of Proto- 
nema formed by globules of Protococcus. These globules 
swell, being filled in the interior with a green liquid, and 
are gradually expanded into filaments. It appears that the 
formation of Alysphcsria does not necessarily precede that 
of the lichens, but that it is an independent structure. 
Kutzing observed the Barhula muralis a moss, produced 
from Protonema and also from a Protococcus. The genera 
Zygnema and Mongeotia are generally found in shallow 
water. When the water containing these plants is evapo- 
rated, the Conferva quadrangula appears. From the Mon- 
geotia genuflexa in this way proceeds the Riccia crystallina. 

From his observations Kutzing infers : — 

1. The formation of organic matter cannot take place; 
except from elements of other organic principles already 
dissolved. 

2. Simple globules ( Cryptococcusy Palmella and Proto- 
coccu$\ may produce different plants according to the 
influence of light, air and temperature. 

3. The superior algae are plants of very simple structure. 

4. The same superior structure may be produced from 
original structures altogether different. Thus, the Barhula 
muraliSy is formed from the Protonema which comes from 
a Protococcits, and again proceeds from the remains of the 
dried Palmella botryoideSy without passing through the 
stage of Protonema. 



Article IX. 

AKALYSES OF BOOKS. 



Introduction a T etude de la Botanique ou Traite Elemen- 
taire de cette Science. Par Alphonse De Candolle, Pro- 
fesseur a I'Academie de Geneve. Paris, 1835, 2 tomes.* 

This work in two volumes^ accompanied with plates, contains under 
a modest title a dear and miethodical exposition of all the divisions 
of which the extensive science of botany now consists^ but formerly 
limited to the more or less exact description of a smaller number of 
plants. These divisions are Organography, or the description o^ 
♦ Bibliotheque Uniyerselle, January 1855. 
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the elementary and compound organs which enter into the structure 
of vegetables, and by means of which they discharge their different 
functions; Phy^iolof^y, at the enumeration of the phenomena re«. 
lative to their nutrition and re-production; Methodology, or the 
act of classifying vegetables in families, orders, and genera> accord- 
ing to their affinities, and of describing these ffunilies, orders, genera 
and species, in such a way as to render them readily recognizable ; 
Botanical geography, or the actual distribution of vegetables in 
families, genera and species over the different parts of the globe ; 
Oryctology, or the situation and disposition in families, genera 
and species of the fossil vegetables discovered in our time ; Medical 
Botany, or view of the relations which exist between vegetables and 
their diifierent organisations ; Lastly, the history of the science, or 
its successive developement from its origin down to this time. 

Each of these primary divisions contains subdivisions of more or 
less importance. Thus, under organography, the theory of union; 
abortion and the metamorphoses of the organs is developed. Under 
physiolosy the difierent products extracted from vegetables ; the dif- 
ferent ^enomena presented by a plant from its flowering to the 
dissemination of its seed, the principles upon which the art of engraft- 
ing ; the various duration of vegetables, and the deleterious influence 
which mineral, animal, and vegetable poisons exercise upon them 
are pointed out. Under methodology, ndfter fully explaining nomen- 
clature, botanical collections, and gardens, the different families into 
which the vegetable kingdom (pointing out in each the authors and 
the works to be consulted) are enumerated. 

This work may therefore be considered the most complete treatise 
which has appeared on the subject, and it is written with great pre- 
cision and deamess. It exhibits a great extent of botanical know- 
ledge, and is accommodated to the present state of the science, as 
the author states the opinions brought forward in the most recent 
Eun^iean works of botany, and candidly adopts those which appear 
to him of most weight. 

In another point of view, this work will be found of great utility. 
If an observing botanist in the course of his studies meets with a 
subject which appears to him worthy of examination, and for the 
elucidation of which he requires to consult books, he will find proper 
d^ections for this purpose in the work of De CandoUe. If, for ex- 
ample, he is forming a monography of a family, he finds the names 
of the authors who have been previously engaged in the same task, 
and the progress which they have made. But not only are former 
discoveries well explained, but new views are developed. Thus> for 
example, in his elementary theory, his father recommended, in order 
to ascertain if a classification was really natural, the comparison of 
the results of a classification deduced from the organs of re-produc- 
don, with that deduced from the organs of vegetation, as he con- 
sidered that when these agreed, it might be inferred that the method . 
was in reality natural. But M. Alphonse De Candolle remarks, 
that the elementary organs (cells and vessels) being the common 
basis of the organs of nutrition and re-production, cannot be exclu- 
sively considered as belonging to either series, and proposes to con- 

VOL. II. F 
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aider separately under taxonomy, the elementary organs, Tur. the 
eellft, vessds, the organs of regetation or the roots, trunks and 
leaves, and the organs of re-pro£iction, or flowers, fruit, and seeds, 
and to deduce the natural method in accordance with these three 
classes of organs. He explains then with great predsion all that 
ooncems the suhordinary parts of the organs of nutrition and re-proi 
daction ; he points out among vegetables the degrees of resembkuioe 
or association, and among the natural groups, the affinities existing 
among themselves and with other groups, and he finishes by com- 
paring the systems of classification. 

But the most curious and novel part of the work is that which 
relates to botanical geography. The general laws of this distribu- 
tion are, that vegetables increase in number and dimensions, in pro- 
portion as we advance from the poles to the equator ; that the annual 
species are more extended in the tempcarate zones and the woody 
plants in the tropics ; that certain localities are affected esBclusively 
by certain families or tribes, or even by certain genera of these 
families or tribes ; that in dividing the surface of the globe into forty- 
five regions, bounded by mountains, seas, or deserts, we find each 
region almost characterized by distinct families ; the dicotyledonous 
plants being more numerous when the country is hotter, and the 
monocotyledonous when the district is colder ; that islands have a 
vegetation increasing in peculiarity as they are more isolated 
and removed from continents. That consequently we may regard 
these regions as so many centres from whidi have proceeded so 
many vegetable creations of families, tribes, and peculiar genera.^ 

These families, tribes, genara, and species, axe differently mixed 
by the effect of winds, rivers, and currents, and especially by birds 
which have transported here and there, and particularly in the 
neighbouring regions, seeds which at first belonged to one country 
alone. Sometimes, however, these creations generally so distinct, 
co*exist in distant localities, a fact, which cannot be explained by any 
of these agencies. Thus the Primvia farinosa and Poa (Upina, 
are found in the neighbourhood of the two poles at the Malouine 
islands (Melvin,) and on mountains in Europe, and are not met 
with in the intermediate countries. 

Genera are rich in species in proportion to the heat of the country, 
and these species are often divided into sections possessing peculiar 
climates. Thus the Saxifraga, Anemones, and Rhododendrum, 
&c. of Europe, are different frcmi those of the Himalaya mountains, 
and our oaks ^ distinct from the species of North America. Some- 
times also the same genus has species dispersed in different regions. 
Thus the^ three species of TroUiue inhabit respectively, Europe, 
Asia, and America. The species have a distribution more or less 
extensive, and this distribution possesses a centre or a point in which 
they abound in greatest quantity, and from which th^ become 
rarer and gradually disappear. An exception must of course be 
made in favour of those cultivated by man, and those naturalised 
around human habitations as Urtiea urene, Chenopodia, &c. 

The Amphigamoue order, in the dass Cryptogamia^ which have 
very obscure sexual organs, are not limited by botamcal regions. 



Digitized by 



Google 



18360 De Condones IntrodmOmy ^c. 67 

becaxMe't]fetr seeds lor'sponiles are m mlnnte tliat tiiey are KsatoAx' 
idttbl^'iind mi^t be eenly carried orer seat.' and modatains. Thus 
tbe- cold xoiies of :Uie two hpinisphepes^ wfacare . these plants predomi*' 
mte have many spede^ in cammon, and M. De Candolle the father,' 
has som^ames remarked upon the trunks of trees in the promenade 
of Quimper-Gorenthi, on the side exposed to the south-east wind,, 
two Jamnica lidiens, SHeia crocata, and PhysciaAavMoens. 

The book which treats 'of v^etaUe fossils is filled with curious 
observations, extracted princiinlly from the Prodromns of M. 
Adol|^ Brongniart, which afpeared in 1818. This author divides 
the pd^tive fsmndons, or those which oohtain no trace of orga- 
nized' beings into fonr great categories, each of great length, and 
the secondary with the tertiary into four formations divided into 
fourteen distinct epochs. In the first of these formations which 
extends from the first transition beds to the end of the coal deposit, 
there exists a great proportion of cryptogamic plants, especially 
arborescent Fuct, EquisetacetB, and Lycopodiaee^s, of which we 
can scarce find any analogies at the present time in the warmest 
dimates. 

The second formation, which is least known, possesses rather more 
phaa^xigBmo^s than cryptogamous plants ; in both, dxflferent from 
those of the first period. The third contains a very great proportion 
of Cycades, a ifaiuly allied to oryp^gamia, but whi(£ dfie» not exist 
at the present day.* I4tftly> comes the most recent eppoh in which 
the phanerogamous plants predominate, equally the dicotyledon 
nou^ The results which these facts ascertained in our time ^mr 
sent, are numerous, and very remarkable^ We prominently observe 
t^t ;the vegetables contemporaneous with the .firs^ formation, are 
very differenc firom those which exist at present; and that those 
whidt.have succeeded them in the two other periods, have no n^ore 
leseoililance to the first than to each other ; sq that there has been 
atsuccessive ereation of families,. genera and species up to the fourth 
and last p^od, which presents vegetables imalogous to those now 
existing, and bdbg fonned of a greater number of organs than 
the precedixig, are consequently moie perfect. There is here a 
striking c(»7espondence between the two organic kingdoms ; for ver* 
tibrated animals, of which man is chief, only appear in the last 
ftnuatian; and in the two kingdoms, we find in our northern 
dimateabtings, which could not be propagated at present, beoaus^ 
the $emperaiture appears tc^have been formerly higher tha9 it is at 
psesctnt. 

Several interesting points have been omitted by the author, such 
as theflousce of our wfierent species of cultivated grain, which we qq 
longer find in a wild state, bat which have not been piroduced hy 
cukifntkm,. as is pneved by the ^t, of wheat having been found in 
£gyptikn mummies 3000 years old, * in almost a perfect state of 
pveservaldoD, and equal in siise to that cultivated Wiong us. 

The most imperfect part of the work is that which treats of the 
superior phenomena, which escape our physical explications, and 

' ' .* • - 1 . ■ . '> 

* ReeofdA of General Science, i. 446. 
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which depend on unknown powers^ which we are in the habit of 
^signating by the obscure name of yital powers^ because they are 
connected with the preservation and permanence of the species. 
These mysterious agents surround, as it were, the cradle of the 
young phuit> which they accompany in its flowering and fecundation, 
and during its rise to maturity and its dissei^nation. 

Their influence is particularly conspicuous in the precautions 
which are observed during germination, in the motions which the 
peduncles execute, in exposing sometimes the flowers to the action of 
fight ; at others, in withdrawing the seed from the injurious effects 
of moisture. The explanation of all these phenomena, and many 
others, will, however attract, the attention of botanists, and, sooner or 
later, we may expect them to be elucidated. 



II. — Memoir on the Fresh Water Foi^mation of Surdiehouse^ 

Src. By Samuel Hibbert, M.D., F.R.S.E. 

(From the Edinburgh Trans, vol. xiii.^ 

This constitutes an excellent geological monograph ; the nature of 
a novel limestone and its fossil contents being well^ developed^ in so 
far as they have been hitherto laid open to inspection. In the first 
volume of this Journal, a paper, by Dr. Scouler, is inserted, containing 
a description of two new species of Entomoatraca, which the able 
.author had discovered fin a limestone connected with the coal beds. 
A comparison is there instituted between the vegetable and animal 
inhabitants of existing pools and lakes and those of the coal formation. 
The strata described in the memoir of Dr. -Hibbert, appear to be 
identical with that in which the new animals of Dr. Scouler were 
imbedded, and also vnth the Bathgate rock from which the latter 
eeologist derived his Eidothea, the Eurypterus Scouleri of Dr. 
Hibbert, so that the accuracy of Dr. Sosuler's opinion is confirmed, 
at least in reference to this dement of the carboniferous series. 

In our notice of this memoir, the new facts brought forward by 
the author will be briefly alluded to, nearly in the order which he 



1. Character of the Limestone. — Colaar from a blueish or 
blackish gray to olive brown or purple. Fracture sometimes slaty, 
sometimes conchoidal. It occurs in the quarry in the form of regular 
inclined strata, dipping at an angle of 23^ or 25^. The joint thick- 
ness of the mass amounts to 27 feet; it is referred to the lower 
beds of the coal series ; under it occur sandstone, shale, and a very 
thin seam of coal ; immediately above it lies a thick mass of a similar 
rock to that below it, containing, however, ironstone. Next comes 
a thin bed of limestone with marine shells, and^ lastly, the coal 
measures of Loanhead, and at each extremity of the series described^ 
there is a fault. 

2. Fossil Flora. — The Sphenopteris affinis occurs very abun- 
dantly. The appearance of this fern is interesting, because it is 
found in the old red sandstone near Cockburnspath, a rock which can 
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be distinctlj traced ninmng into the greywack^ in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Longfoimacus, and uierefore strengthens the idea 
of the great age of this limestone.* Besides this fern there are 
Sphenopteris hjida, Sphenopteris linearis, Lepidoderidron selO' 
gtnoides, L, Obovatvm, L* Steinbergii, Lepidoj^yllum inter* 
medium, Cyperites bicariticUa, Lepidostrobus varicUnlis, L. 
omatuSy Cardiacarpofn acutum, Sti^maria Jicoides, together 
with species of Sigillaria, Equisetum, Calamites, and Cyclopteris, 
which it is to be regretted had not been referred to some fossil 
botanist^ previous to the publication of this memoir. 

3. The 77itero«co/>tc animals found in the Burdiehouse lime- 
stone^ possess a structure in common with that of well know Entomos^ 
traca. These are the Cypris faba, a new species which Dr. 
Hibbert has termed Cypris Seoto Burdigalensis, and two others, 
one of which he refers to a new genus Daphnmdea, and the remain- 
ing to Platwrbis, or perhaps a new genus. 

The shells of this description occur in very great abundance, 
proving the extent to which this primeval lake had been supplied 
with animal life, and the gradual and quiet nature of the calcareous 
deposit. 

4. Fossil Fish. — The discoveries made among this class of fossils, 
develope some of the most important facts which have been brought 
to light of late years, not only in geology but likewise in comparative 
anatomy, and tP M. Agassis, Professor of Natural History at Neu- 
ch&tel, the credit is entirely due. 

Those fish which have been examined are referable to two orders 
in the system of Agassiz. 

1. The Placoidean order distinguished by the irregularity in the 
solid parts of their integuments, which consist of materials of enamel 
often considerable or reduced to little points. The fish discovered at 
Burdiehouse belonging to this order has been termed by Agassiz 
Gyracanthusformosus, which approaches the modem Cestracion, 

2. The Ganoidian order distinguished by its enamelled angular 
scales, includes the PaltBoniscus Robisoni, Amblypterus, , and a 
new fish termed Eurynotus crenatus. The family of Lepedoids, 
which is characterized by having teeth disposed like a brush in several 
rows, or one single row of smsSl obtuse teeth, and the Pygopterus 
Buchlandi among the family of sauroids. But the most extraordi« 
naiy fish belonging to this family is that termed by Agassiz the 
Megalichthys Hibberti, approaching to the Lepidosteus gavial, so 
called from its resemblance to the crocodile of the Ghmges, yet con- 
stituting the t3rpe of a new genus. It is characterized by the alter- 
nation of large and small teeth, which have less plicee at their base 
with a smooth surface. The scsleB exhibit a coating of enamel of a 
nut brown colour, with frequently a brilliant lustre, an angular 
shape, and a punctured surface resembling that of the crocodile. 
Chemical analysis of the scales confirms the supposed analogy be- 
tween the recent Lepedosteus and Megalichthy. M. Agassiz did 
not content himself with an examination merely of the Burdiehouse 

• Magna, of Nat. Hist. ▼. 644. 
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#pecimeii» but he triftit^ numecous vHMaedma and obierved' similar 
fish. Tbe remaina of another gpedes.plac^ in hit h^nda irom 
Ghreenridey near Glasgow^ he deflcribei under MegaUchthy9 fcUcatus* 
It is reasonable to suppose, as Dr. Hibbot suggjests, that many 
remains which have been oonsidei^ those of saurian reptiles, may 
belong, to this genus which possesses the mixed organization of fish 
and reptile. He instances what he considers several examples of this 
hind of mistake. By the discovery of this genus, much light has been 
thrown upon the nature of the looeilities in which the older carbonifer- 
ous rocks were deposited; for we have only to study the anatomy and 
habits of the recent Lepidosteus, a sauroid fish which dwells among 
the lakes and rivers of the most thermal regions of America, in order 
to be convinced that these fosal and recent fish, so analogous in 
every respect, must have been placed in the same circumstances. 
CoprMtes occur at Burdiehouse abundantly, sometimes attaining to 
a great size, and occasionally being diffused over a surface of lime-* 
stone to the extent of nearly a fioot. These faecal remains are of a 
pale yellow colour, and consut, according to Mr, Conpell, of phos* 
phate of lime, with some fluate of lime 85*08 ; carbonate of lime 
10-78; silica '39; potash and soda*59; bituminous matter 3*95; 
with a jtrace of phosphate of magnesia and animal matter. 

The second portion of the memoir treats of the Burdiehouse strata, 
with reference to their geological position, and is full of interesting 
matter ; but to do justice to the details it would be necessary to read 
them. It is proper to observe, however, that the author draws from 
his researches the following inference in favour of the fresh water 
origin of the strata. 

1. " That it is by the presence or absence of acknowledged pelagic 
mollusc^ corallines, &C. that indications. are afforded of the. great 
difference between fresh water and marine deposits. .. . 

2. '' That if along with marine mollusca or corrallines, we find 
the plants of coal-fields in a quantity comparatively small, an 
estuarian limestone may be inferred. 

3. '' That if marine mollusca or corallines should be entirely 
absent in a limestone, and if plants should be abundantly found in 
it, an indication would be afforded of a calcareous deposit wUch took 
place amidst the fresh-water rivers or lakes of primeval nuurshes; 
which indication would be still more favoured, if we should find in 
addition recognised genera of fresh- water shells, the entomostraca of 
stagnant marshes, or the fish incidental to coal-fields.*' 

He anticipates the objection of the possibility that molluscous 
animals may yet be discovered, by observing, that they cannot occur 
in any great abundance, and that their presence would indicate that 
the fresh water lake had been merely connected with an ancient sea. 

The mode in which the formation was deposited, he supposes to 
have been as follows : — 

Springs charged with carbonate of lime and issuing from deep 
crevices, had mingled their mineral contents with some sluggish river 
which flowed over a marshy tract principally overrun by the creep- 
ing stems of Lycopodiaceae, and a dense overgrowth of ferns, con- 
taining conspicuously Sphenopteris affinis. Hence, the gradual 
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deposition of calcaveouB matter around these vegetables^ had preserved 
the phmts in a peifect state, unafiected by the violence of currents or 
by any of the atmoq>heric commotions, which a later or less heated 
condition of the ^obe has invoked. 

Dr. Hibbert in following out his subject, has identified the fresh 
water limestone of Burdidiouse, with similar deposits at East and 
Mid Cidder, Burntisland, and Kirkton near Bathgate. We have 
little doubt that discoveries of formations analogous in Uieir nature 
will soon be multiplied* We have before us a tooth transmitted by 
Dr. Johnston of Berwick, from the Rev. Mr. Knight of Ford, which 
was found in a sandstone belonging to the coed measures in the 
north of Northumberland, and appears to approach some of t^ose 
figured by Dr. Jlibhert ; but is considered by a distinguished com- 
parative anatomist as that of a fish. 

It would be improper to dose this brief notice without an expres- 
sion of admiration, for the enthusiasm exhibited by the author in the 
prosecution of his researches in the new field which he has opened 
to geologists; his exertions; in preserving the fossil remains, and 
the candour with which he has acknowledged the observations and 
assbtance of his fellow-labourers. 

The memoir concludes with a chenucal analysb by Mr. Connell, 
of the fossil remains and lithographic illustrations which are very 
important additions. 



Aeticle XI. 

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 



I. — Royal Institution. Dr. Faraday on Sound. — I5th May. 
Db. Fabadat illustrated the recent discoveries of Savart upon sound, 
which althou^ well known are still of a highly important nature. 
They establish the fact, that low notes when formed by drawing a bow 
across the edge of a plate of glass strewed over with sand, exhibit 
the points of quiescence in the regular form of a right angle ; while 
in membranes, irregular figures are produced; the sand being arranged 
along the quiescent parts. When lycopodium is used, however, it 
is thrown upon the points of vibration. The effect of vibrating 
bodies, when allowed to communicate their action to menibranes, is 
interestihg, because it illustrates the nature of the ear. An experi- 
ment, devised by Mr. Wheatstone, exhibits the connexion of the 
bones of the ear with the membrana tympani. A membrane is 
stretched over a basin, and a piece of flat wood comnuinicates with 
the membranes, projecting over the rim of the basin, externally to a 
considerably extent. The wood and membrane are strewed over 
with sand, and a bell-glass which has been vibrated, is brought into 
the vicinity of the membrane. The sand immediately arranges itself 
in a straight line along the wood ; but the same result does not en- 
sue, when the vibration is communicated through the wood. 

The effect which the bones of the ear have in varying the tension 
of the membrana tympani, was illustrated by means of a membrane 
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stretched over the extremity of a conical vessel^ with a bit of wood 
80 adjusted^ as to admit of being pressed at pleasure to the membrane. 
Dr. Faraday concluded by stating, that the phenomena of electricity 
are similar to vibration^ and that they appear^ (though he spoke 
diffidently) to him to be closely analogous, and that the phenomena 
of light are best explained on the same principles. Chemistry, he 
observed, was nothing but electricity. Hence, all philosophers are 
now looking out for a general principle, much higher than gravitation. 



22nd May, — Mr. Brockden gave an account of the devastation 
occasioned by the great storm among the Alps, in August, 1834, 
when property to the amount of many millions of florins was utterly 
destroyed. The facts which he brought forward were derived from 
travellers. 

29th May, — Mr. Davidson on the ancient Egyptian City of 
Thebes. 

5th June, — Mr. Cooper on Engraving and Marble Sculpture. 



II. — Diseases of the larch,* 

According to Mr. Stephens of Edinburgh, who has addressed a 
letter to De CandoUe upon the subject, the larch (Larix EuropmaJ, 
is subject in Great Britain to two diseases. The first disease consists 
in the decay of the heart of the wood. It occurs not only in wet 
situations, but also in dry places, as in Nottinghamshire, where 
immense losses have been sustained. It has only manifested a slight 
appearance at Dunkeld, and is most prevalent in England. The 
larch has been found not to thrive, where Scotch fir {Pinus Syl-' 
vestrisj has previously existed ; but this is not the cause of the dis- 
ease. Another disease to which it is subject, is a blister, which 
forms about 2 feet above the ground. These blisters are produced 
on two sides of the tree alternately, until they reach the top, when 
the tree dies from above downwards as it were. Sometimes the 
blister surrounds a branch, which breaks off in the course of time. 
This accident is frequently ascribed to the weight of snow. The 
range of this disease is at present bounded by the county of Forfar, 
and the south of the Grampians. It attacks entire plantations, but 
rarely trees above 25 years of agei and is most destructive in poor 
soils, or on hard formations, as clinkstone. 

None of the Dunkeld trees, at an elevation of lOOiD feet have 
been affected. 

De Candolle states, that on the Alps, the larch is free from any 
disease, save the occasional loss of its leaves by the attacks of a cater- 
pillar, and a resinous blister or cancer, which however, produce no 
injurious effect upon the tree. It grows extremely well at Moritz- 
burg, near Dresden, in a moist sandy soil, 238 feet above the sea. 
He proposes for this country the following recommendations : 

1. That the higher parts of the country are best suited for its 

* Bibliotheque Universelle, February, 1835. 
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growth, provided that the gromid be not too dry, nor hard, nor 
marshy. 

2. That the sides of the hills are better suited for it than the 
summits, and if the summits are marshy, the inferior parts of the 
mountains will be proper for it. 

3. It is remarked on the Alps, that the larch succeeds better in a 
northern than in a southern exposure. The difference is sometimies 
so striking, that in vallies running from east to west, it is not un- 
common to see the side exposed to the north covered with larches, 
and that exposed to the south, with scarce a tree. This may be 
ascribed to the irregularity of the spring, but will not apply to thb 
country. 

4. The plantations of larch in this country are too thick, the 
trees being generally planted at a distance of 3 or 4 feet. De CandoUe 
considers that the young trees ought to be planted at a distance of 
10 feet, and if planted doser, they should be gradually thinned for 
20 years. 

He recommends likewise, that for security, new seed should be 
brought from the Valais^ where the cones are dried by the heat of 
the sun, and not from the Tyrol, where fire is employed for this 
purpose. 

M. Em Thomas sells them at the rate of 2jl francs (2s« Id.) the 
half Kilogramme (1 ^ lb. troy). M. Thomas advises that the trees 
should be always transplanted in autumn and not in spring. 



III. — Arsenic in English Sulphuric Acid. 

VogbIj of Miinchen, infers from his experiments on sulphuric acid. 

1. That the Nordhausen acid, prepared from the sulphate of iron 
contains no arsenic ; the precipitate with sulphuretted hydrogen being 
pure sulphur. 

2. Concentrated English sulphuric add prepared in leaden cham- 
bers contains arsenic, and the precipitate produced in it by a current 
of sulphuretted hydrogen, consists of sulphur and orpiment. 

3. No precipitate of sulphur takes place, in consequence of a 
current of sulphuretted hydrogen being passed through English 
sulphuric acid, diluted with from four to six parts of water ; the 
predpitate consisting of an orange yellow powder or orpiment. 

4. Rectified Engfish sulphuric add contains no arsenic ; this sub- 
stance romaining in the residue. The rectified acid diluted with water 
is not rendered muddy by sulphuretted hydrogen. The German 
sulphuric acid diluted with water, becomes white when the latter gas 
is passed through it^ as it always contains sulphurous acid. 

5. The arsenic always exists in sulphuric in the form of arsenious 
add, never as arsenic acid. 

6. Concentrated boiling sulphuric acid can dissolve one-third of its 
wdght of arsenious acid, of which the greater part separates on 
cooling. The arsenious acid may be precipitated in a great measure 
from the concentrated sulphuric acid when cooled, by absolute 
alcohol, although it is somewhat soluble in alcohol. 
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7* Lastly, it is sbiolatdy nccciiiry tbmt in all pc«parfttiont to be 
used internally, rectified, or at least, Grerman sulphuric acid should 
be employed.^ 

IV. — American Patents, 

Nbarly one-third of the journal of the Franklin Institute is occu- 
pied monthly, with a list of American patents and remarks upon them 
by the editor. The number of patents taken out in June 1^4, 
amounted to fifty-six, for July forty-eight, and for Augufift fifty-six. 
This multiplicity of claims to discovery, no doubt, originates from 
the small expense incurred in obtaining a patent. 

Aocordinely we find that two or three patents infringe on each 
other ; the lightest deviation from a previous specification being suffi- 
cient to produce a new patent. In August, a patent was taken out 
for njly-driver, or instrument f<nr driving away fiies^ which re- 
sembled two previously patented machines of the same nature. 

A patent for a eaio-knife, specifies that you are to ** take a 
common knife and cut teeth in the back of it, and you have the 
patent saw knife." 

A Heanv bug destroyer ^ patented in July, is exactly similar to 
three others which had previously obtained patents, and " what is 
somewhat curious, all of them are similar to such as had been pre- 
viously described in the English journals." 

In the account of a new patent for medicated liquid magnesia, 
we learn, that Mr. John CuUen of Philadelphia, obtained a patent 
16 years aso for liquid magnesia, which was formed by forcing car- 
bonic acid into water, containing magnesia suspended in it, until the 
latter was dissolved. This is simuar to the preparation lately 
recommended by Dr. Murray of Belfast. 

V. — New Method of Drying Plants, 
Dr. Hunefeld recommends a new method of drying plants, by 
covering them first with the powder of lycopodium, and then placing 
tliem in a vessel containing chloride of calcium. By this method 
the colour and fiexibility are preserved. On the 29th of July, 1831, 
the thermometer being at 53^^, Dr. Goppert of Breslaw, placed in 
a 24 ounce glass two leaves of the hyacinth, and a specimen of the 
Fumaria officinalis, with two ounces of muriate of lime, in such a 
manner that the plants were not in contact with the salt. On the 
following day the leaves began to dry, and on the 3d of August, 
although not dead, the hyadntli leaves were capable of being reduced 
to a fine powder. Even fleshy plants as the Sedum rupesire are 
so much dried in seven days, that they may be pulverized. The 
use of the lycopodium powder is to prevent the sap from escaping. — 
{Brande's Pharm. Zeit. 6. 1835, 71). 

VI. — Flora of the Arkansas. 
Mb. Nuttall in the fifth volume of the Transactions of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society, has published a list of the plants of this 

* Erdmann and Schweigger's Journal fur Praktische Chimie, iy. i35. 
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distacnt temtmy^ifo far astbiyhanrebeen obiefvedL Amone theitt 
dieie axe a vef}r oomideisiUe nuaiber which are natives of Great 
Bxitain, viz. : 

Polytpodium vuigare, ' Fteris nqwitinu Equiaeium kyemale^ 
Chora 9fdeari9i Lenwia mrnof^ and pdyrkixa, GeUlitridie vemay 
MyriophyUum spieatttmj PotamageUm naiang and heterovhyU 
Uuny Tyfha latifolia, Carexllekva, Soirpus laeuMris, Eleockaria 
palustrtSf Ehyncospora alia, Sehwt^ setaceus, A^roatis vuL 
gariaa, Alapeeurua geniculatus, Poa prcUensis, P. annua and 
P. nemaralur, Juneua efumi^, Lussula campeetris, Aliama 
fdantago, Polygpnum avtrculare^ Rumex aceioaeUa, F<ig%M syl* 
vaUica, Urtica urenSy Humulu9 lufndus. Euphorbia peploidea, 
Plantago major, Samolua vaierandi (near the town of Arkansas) 
Utricularia tmlgaris Lycopua vulgarta, Nepeia cataria, GU" 
chotna hederacea, Marrubium vulgare, Clinonodium vulgare^ 
Origanum vuigare, Prunella vulgaris, Cytwgmaum officinale, 
Lithospermum arvenae, Solanum nigrum, Ferbascum ihapnua, 
Convoivulua arvenais. 



VII.— i^. P. N, GUlBtdeLoHmmt. 

Pban^ois Pierre Nicolas Gillet de Lauhont, was bom at 
* Paris, 28tli May, 1747> and was the son of Pierre GiUet, a cele- 
brated advocate. Gillet de Laumont at first applied himsdf to the 
study of law, and was made an advocate on the 8th August^ 17^8; 
but on the fbnnation of a new Parliament he lefb the profession of 
the law, and underwent the mathematicid examinations necessary 
for admission into the military school. In I772> he entered into 
the royal grenadiers and distinguished himself so highly, that in less 
than five months he rose from the rank of ensign to that of captain- 
commandant. His passion for science was however so gre^t^ jthat in 
1784, he abandoned the military career^i and applied hunself to the 
study of mineralogy under Sace, Boumon, Mapon, Baubenton^ 
Rom6 DeHlle, De la Meltiene, Hauy and Saussure* Previous to 
this he had discovered the crystalline sandstone, in the forest of 
Fontainebleau, and the true nature of the lignites in the clay of 
the Paris bason. The same year he was nominated inspected: of 
mines, and surveyed the mines of Brittany and the Pyrenees. It 
was on this occasion that he discovered in the mines c£ Hudgoat| 
the green phosphate of lead and the beautiful efflorescent zeolite, 
termed laumonite by Haiiy. In 1787 he surveyed the strata in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, and determined the nature of the wood coal 
of Verberie, Soissons, &c. In 1789 he presented to government 
a memoir on the mines of France. In 1792 he added to his own 
collection of minerals, the magnificent cabinet of Rom^ Delille. In 
1794 he organized along with Lefeveres and D'Hdlencourt, Le 
Lievre, and Fourcroy> the new school of mines. In 1801 he pre- 
sented to the Royal Society of Agriculture, statistical tables of the 
minerals of the department of Seine, and .the same year read to the 
institute a paper on the conversion of muriate of ulver into native 
^lyer by the use of zinc or iron* He describes also the tin mines 
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of Vaury in Haute- Vienne. He was besides author of numerous 
papers in different periodicals. In 1813 he was decorated by Napo- 
leon with the Order of the Reunion. In 1815 Louis XVIII. named 
him a Knight of the Legion of Honour, and in 1819 he was 
admitted into the Order of St. Michael. His library, manuscripts, 
and rich collection, were open to all. He was a good father and an 
excellent husband. Let his memory be cherished by men of science. 



VIII. — Severity of last Winter in America. 

The coldest weather on record in Albany, previous to the present 
year, was January 21, 1827, when the thermometer stood at — 23**. 
On the 4th January, 1835, the temperature was — 32^ At Hartford, 
on the same day, the thermometer stood at — 24** 8. At'New Haven, 
(Connecticut) — 23*^, at seven o'clock in the morning. At Saco, 
(Maine) — 27''"4. At Goshen, (New Jersey) — 32*». At Montreal, 
— 35 . Lebanon (New York) —40'^. Montpelier, ( Vermont) — 40^ 
It is worthy of remark, that the greatest cold was experienced in the 
interior, the thermometer being highest at the sea-coast At Dart- 
mouth the thermometer was at — 32^ at sun-rise, and the barometer 
29*76 inches. A brilliant aurora was seen. A great snow storm 
reached Dartmouth on the 30th December, 1^4, having com- ' 
menced 24 hours earlier at Washington. The depth of snow was 
20 inches at Baltimore, 15 at Boston, and 10 at Dartmouth. — At 
New Haven on the 2nd January, 17^7* the temperature was — 26J'', 
(SUliman's American Journal, xxviii. 177-) 



IX. — New Cetaceous Animal. 

D'ObbiGny, in his Travels in South America, discovered a new 
genus of cetaceous animals, in the rivers of Bolivia, especially those 
of Moxos, which run into Mamore, and thence into the Amazon at 
Santa Cruz, at least 700 leagues from the sea. It differs essentially 
from the dolphin or sousou of the Ganges, although it possesses the 
characters of a dolphin. He terms it Inia Boliviensis. Inia is the 
Indian name of the fish. 

The specimen examined was a female. It was 2 met. 4 cent, in 
length (8-14 feet). 

Dorsal circumference 1 met. 4 cent. (4*85 feet). 

Above, the body was pale-blue, passing into red below. The tail 
and fins were blue ; but these vary considerably, for some speci- 
mens are reddish. Those which inhabit the great rivers are pale, 
while those which enter the great lakes which communicate with 
the rivers during the rains, are almost black, and do not lose their 
colour fot a long time after their re-entry into the rivers. 

The body is thick and short when compared with common 
dolphins. The snout is very slender, almost cylindrical, and obtuse 
at the extremity. The mouth terminates a little below the eye, 
and forms a linear opening, only arched at the posterior part. The 
nasal canal is so oblique that its orifice is placed almost above the 
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swimming paws. Behind the eye, is the meatus auditorius extemus. 
The anterior fins are large and ohtuse at their extremity. The 
dorsal one is placed at ahout a third from the extremity of the tail. 
The posterior part of the body is compressed. The tail is large and 
divided in the middle. The cranium is depressed. The snout is 
long and supplied with teeth throughout its whole lengthy and has 
from 130 to 134 teeth. The vulva of the specimen examined was 
much swelled. The. mammae^ situated on the sides of the vulva, 
were filled with milk which was easily pressed out. It appears that 
the males attain a greater length than the fepiales^ some of the for* 
mer reaching a length of 4 metres (13*12 feet). This species was 
found in all the rivers in the province of Moxos. It reaches the 
bottom of the Cordilleras and never appears to visit the ocean, be- 
cause it is so slow in swimming, that it could not possibly pass the 19 
cascades of the river Madeiras, which exist in 9° atid 10^ S. L. The 
Brazilian merchants who have travelled firom Mato-grossa to Para, 
state that these dolphins are found only above the falls, that is to say, 
in the numerous rivers comprised between 10° and 17^ S. L* 

When not alarmed, these animals come quietly and much moi« 
frequently, than the marine species to breathe at the surface of the 
water, but when frightened they increase their speed, which is never 
so rapid as that of the sea species. They generally swim in threes 
or in pairs. Their sense of hearing seems very acute. They prey 
upon the smaller fish, and frequently come to the surface to devour 
their victims, which the sea dolphins never do. The Brazilians call 
them BotCy the Spaniards Bufeo, the Guayaros Inia, the Chapa- 
curas Si8i, the Baures Thui, the Moxos Indians A'ico^ the Itona- 
mas Puchca^ the Cayuvava Potohi, — (Nouv. Ann. da Museum, 
iii. 28.) 



X. — Combinations of Iodine with Paladium and Iridium, 

Thb affinity of palladium for iodine is greater than that of platinum 
for the same substance; for whenever the polished surface of the 
palladium is brought in contact with the vapour of iodine at common 
temperatures, or with the alcoholic solution of iodine it becomes 
brown, which disappears by the action of ammonia or by the appli- 
cation of heat. This afibrds an easy method of distinguishing the 
two metals ; for no effect is produced on platinum at a common 
temperature. 

The best mode of preparing the iodide of palladium is to mix a 
solution of the iodide of potassium with the salts of palladium, 
especially the chloride of that metal. A black flocky precipitate is 
immediately produced. When collected on a filter and washed with 
boiling water it presents the appearance of a black gelatinous mass^ 
which in drying passes through a series of changes like alumina. 
When fully dry it has a resinous fracture, and is easily reduced to 
powder between the fingers. In this state it is a hydrate^ but it 
readily loses its water by being placed in a dry vacuum for twenty- 
four hours. 
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It was foand to'canilifc of 

Dry iodide. • . . »4-95 
Water. . . . • 6-05 



100*00 
It is insoluble in water, alo^ol and ether. 

It is not decomposed when heated to the boiling point in a oon^ 
centrated sulphnnc add bath. A little above the boiling point <d 
mercury {ia^)^ it parts with a portion of its iodine. It o(mi«* 
sistsof 

Iodine TO'OO 

PaUadium . . . 29*40 



lOO'OO 

Hence it is obviously a simple iodide. 

When hydriodic add is poured upon the iodide of palladium no 
action takes place, which ttflpoids a distinction between the iodide of 
platinum and palladium, for the former produces a soluble combina- 
tion with this acid. 

The iodide of palladium, newly predpitated, when mixed with a 
solution of iodide of potassium, fonns a dark wine-coloured solution^ 
which contains a double iodide, and is not altered by the air or heat. 
When evaporated, gra3rish black cubical cr3r8tals are obtained, which 
ai^ a double iodide of palladium and potassium. 

The hydrous iodide of palladium comlnnes vnth ammonia when 
digested in caustic ammonia. By evaporation, orange crystals of 
annnonia and iodide of palladium are procured. 

Caustic potash precipitates the oxide of palladium when boiled 
with iodide of palladium. Bi-iodide of iridium is prepared by 
mixing a solution of iodide of potassium with a solution of the 
bi-diloride of iridium, adding an excess of muriatic acid, and bring- 
ing the liquid to a boiling temperature. A black powder predpi- ' 
tates, which is the bi-iodide of iridium. It is insoluble in water 
and adds. It decomposes at nearly the same temperature as the 
bi-iodide of platinum, leaving metallic iridium. — {Lassaigne, 
Jowm. de Ckim. Medin,, i 57.) 



XI. — Volvox fflobator (of Mvller). 

Tbis is a little insect which is constantly revolving^ and contains 
other globules endued with motion which are independent of the 
animal. It lives in still waters among confervae, and is of a beauti- 
ful gray colour. Braconnot (iinn. de Chim, Ivii. 440.) collected a 
number of these insects in the month of November. They formed a 
gelatinous green mass. Hot alcohol became of an emerald green colour; 
the annm£ became white. The residue and the solution when 
evaporated formed a soft deep green fatty matter, which was reddened 
by nitric add, and was not dissolved in potash. It was identical with 
vegetable chlorophylle.' Thu matter gave up to water a little chlo- 
ride of potassium. The matter which was not dissolved by the 
alcohol was treated with boiling water. A little mudlaginous 
matter was taken up. 
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The rettdae furnished b^ distiUatlon much vefletaUe oil and lome 
ammonia. Muriatic add dissolved from the product some phosphate 
of lime, bat water with a little potash dissolved it completely^ pro- 
dujcing a diick mucilaginous liquid in which acids formed a coagulum. 
The mucus matter taken up by the boiling water was yellow and 
semi-transparent. Nitrate of lead and sulphate of iron, nitrate of 
ccpper, Ume water, barytes water, formed gelatinous precipitates 
with it. Tannin rendered it opaline. Iodine had no effect. All 
these properties are exactly similar to those which have been recog- 
nised as characteristic of the mucilage of the Noatoc commune a 
species of Alga common in this country. From which it appears, 
that this plant holds an intermediate place between animals and 
vegetables. The volvox then consists of, 

1. A peculiar matter forming the greater portion of the animal. 
2. Chloiophylle. 3. Mucilage identical with that of Noatoc com-' 
mun£. Aiiimal matter soluble in alcohoL 5. Chloride of potassium. 
6. Phosphate of lime. 7* A combustible acid united to potash.. 



XII. — CapnomoreJ 

Capnomorb has been so termed by Reichenbach, because it is met 
with in the smoke of organic bodies decompose by fire. When pure 
it is a transparent colourless liquid, possessing the smell of rum or 
punch with a very agreeable taste« Specific gravity 0*977^ a^ 68 F. 
It boils at 365<* under a pressure of 28*25 inches. It does not con- 
geal at — 5*8^ It evaporates without leaving any residue, it is a 
non-conductor of electricity. With the vegetable bases it acts as an 
add, and vrith sulphuric add and the salts as a base. It does not 
appear to unite with other bases, for a combination seems to be 
produced ; it is decomposed by water. Capnomore is distinguished 
from creosote and picamare by its taste, its insolubility in the 
alkalies and acetic acid, and by the facility with which it dissolves 
elastic gum. It differs from eupion by its spedfic gravity, and 
boiling point, by the soot which it produces when burning, by its 
solubmty in sulphuric add, its decomposition by nitric acid, and its 
solubility in carbazotic add, and the vegetable bases. {Journ, de 
Chim, Afedic. L 195). 



XIII. — Iron works in the Uralian District. 

In this district there are nine iron works, of which, the oldest, 
Nischney Taguilsk, was built in the year 1702, by Efemidowitsch 
Demidoff. It was so improved by Nicholas Demidoff that it pro- 
duced annually five millions of roubles (of 833,333 6s. 8d.) Iron 
and cc^er are smelted, gold and platinum are washed, and lead full 
of silver and diamonds are obtained. The gold brings about 
1,800,000 paper roubles, the platinum 1,152,000 roubles. After 
paying expenses, the product of the iron, gold, and platinum, 
amounts to from 2,600,000 to 3,000,000 roubles (£433,333 or 
£500,000). 

To the north of Taguilsk lies the iron work of Kuschva, on the 
mountain Blaoodat. The vein consists of magnetic iron oie. — 
(Brande's Pharm. Zeit. 1835, 8). 
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AUGUST, 1835. 



Article I. 

Biographical Account of Baron Dupuytren. 
(With a Portrait). 

Thb advocates of pablic Concowrs may fairly boast, that 
among other great men, it produced a Dupuytren. Without 
this Institution, indeed, we do not see how such men can 
be brought into their proper sphere of activity, at that fit 
age, when the limbs are sure and nimble and the organs of 
vision most perfect. 

Whilst the Concours is the only efficient mode of testing 
a professional man's ability, it becomes, at once, the most 
powerful and most Intimate incentive to exertion, because 
it ensures to him a &ir appreciation and just reward, 
according to his real merit. Without it, how could Dupuy- 
tren have become Proaecteur to the Ecoh de Sante at the age 
of eighteen ? At this early period of life, he thus learned, that 
he belonged to a country, where, whatever services he could 
render to science and humanity, would be fairly weighed 
with those of his competitors; and thus stimulated to 
labour and exertion, he rose through the same honourable 
means to be Chef des Travaux Anatomiqties at the age of 
twenty-four ; Second Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu at twenty- 
six ; and at thirty-three, ascended the chair of Sabatier, as 
Professor of Operative Surgery to the School of Medicine ! 
Nor can it be said that the Concours opens too easy a path to 
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eminence, and that, after such success, a man rests satisfied 
and relaxes to ease and inertia. On the contrary, by Con- 
coursy rivals are constantly rising up, closing upon you, 
treading at your heels ; and, unless you go on, will not fail 
to take your place. Dupuytren felt this ; and never did any 
man go through a more brilliant series of labours to sustain 
his reputation. He was indefatigable beyond example. For 
twelve years he was at the hospital, morning and evening, 
at 6 o'clock ; and, well or ill, was not knpwn to be absent 
once during that l(mg period, at the Hc/tiel Bieu ! Elach 
morning, Sunday only excepted, he attended to 300 patients, 
delivered a clinical lecture, performed several operations, 
gave advice to some hundreds of out patients, and then 
walked home to breakfast at half-past 10 o'clock ! 

After this, he saw his private patients, attended to the 
examinations of students at the school of medicine, per- 
formed his private operations ; and, at 6 in the evening, 
again went round the wards of the hospital. Nothing less 
than the discipline oiConcours could have trained a man to 
the performance of such arduous duties, such tremendous 
labour.* 

William Dupuytren, one of the most distinguished sar- 
geons of modern times, was born at Pierre Buffiere, on tike 
6th October, 1777. When three] years of age a strange 
* event happened to him. He was a beautiful child, and was 
playing in one of the streets of his native city, when a lady 
who was travelling, and whose circumstances rendered it 
advantageous that s^e should have a son, even at a gi^at 
price, happened to pass by that way. She was captivated 
with the boy, and carried him ofi" towards Toulouse. While 
congratulating herself upon the possession of such a handr 
some child, hi0 father succeeded in overtaking her, and 
made her restore his son. * 

His appearance gained for him the regard of a cavalry 

* Por these introductory observations, as well as for the interesting remarks 
embodied in many of the notes attached to this memoir, I am indebted to my able 
friend and coUetgue Mr. King, who possessed ample opportomties of stodyiAg 
the character of this distinguished surgeon. The facts in ^e text are derived fiom 
the " Essai Historique sur Dupuytren. Par Vidal, (de Cassis), Professeur 
a^g6 a la faculty de medicine de Paris/' &c. 8vo. 1835., to which are appended 
th^ eulogies pronounced upon the deceased by Orfila, Lanr«y, Bouilltind, Royer, 
CoUttrd, and Teissier.— Edit. 
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offii^er whose regini^at was passings through Pierre Buffiere. 
Dupuytren was theii tutelT^ years of age, and was playing 
in, the public square. The officer observing him, asked him 
some questions, and was answered with such intelligence 
and readiness that he was astonished. He spoke to the 
boy of Paris, and of the possibility of his taking him'there. 
Dupuytren received the proposal of the officer with joy, 
quitted his play, bade adieu to his native town, and departed 
for Paris with 10 fraflcs (8s. 4d.) in his pocket. When he 
arrived at Paris, Dupuytren was admitted into the College 
of La Marche, of which the brother of the officer was rector. 
There he distinguished himself, and carried off some prizes 
for acquirements in philosophy. His talents were first 
observed by Saint Simon, then by Thouret. The former, who 
was the originator of a sect which has made a great noise 
lately, and was made almost a diety, mounted one day to 
the garret of Dupuytren. The cold was piercing, and the 
student was studying in his bed. Saint Simon sat down 
upon a frozen pan, conversed with Dupuytren, and on going 
away, left on the pan the sum of 200 francs (£8. 6s. 8d*). 
In ordinary cases the inhabitant of a garret would have 
found means of laying out such a sum. But Dupuytren, 
considering that he ought not to accept of it, went to Saint 
Simon, and said to him, " Sir, you left, by mistake, this 
sum at my house, I beg to return it." Saint Simon only 
replied, ^' it is true,'' and pocketed the money. 

Thouret was soon convinced of the superior parts possessed 
by Dupuytren, and used his exertions to have him settled 
at Paris. When vacancies occurred at the great hospitals 
of France, at Strasburg, or Montpellier, if a proposal was 
made to Dupuytren to apply for them, he received it With 
gratitude, but always refused, from a fear that he was not 
fitted for the situation, and, at the same time, he pointed 
out men who were worthy of the place. It was thus that 
an excellent choice was made for Rouen, Montpellier, and 
Clermont. Boyer, Corvisart, and Thouret, assisted in this 
method of election adopted by Dupuytren. 

Dupuytren, was earnestly requested to accept the chair 
at Montpellier by some individuals; to whom Thouret 
replied, that that city was not rich enough to recompense 
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such a man. In 1796, when scarce eighteen years of age, 
he was made Prosecteur at the Ecole de Sant6.* ' 

He was inspired with an indefatigable desire for the 
study of anatomy, and gave a course which attracted a great 
number of pupils . 

In 1801 he was promoted 'to the head of the anatomical 
department. Taking advantage of such an important 
situation, he did not content himself with studying, merely, 
the normal condition of organic structure, he prosecuted 
also researches in reference to aberrations of form^ and 
thus contributed in assisting to lay the important founda* 
tions of pathological anatomy. In 1803 Dupuytren was 
nominated joint surgeon of tl^ Hotel Dieu. He was not, 
however, chief surgeon. He had formed a plan for the 
operation of tying the subclavian artery, and an opportu- 
nity occurred for putting it in practice ; but a superior tbiU 
was opposed to him, as he himself said. He soon, however, 
afterwards performed this operation upon a patient. In 
1812 he triumphed in a struggle which did him great 
honour. By the Death of Sabatier the chair of surgery 
became vacant. A number of very eminent surgeons were 
candidates, among whom were Roux and Marjolin. He 
succeeded, however, in obtaining the situation, by means 
of his own talents and the influence of M. Pelletan, chief 
surgeon. It has been often said that Dupuytren afterwards 
forgot what this surgeon had done for him. The same 
fault of memory is attributable to Desault; for history 
states that Louis supported him by his credit, and had even 
opened his purse for him. However, the patron did not 
receive the gratitude from Desault which he had a right to 
expect. But Louis did not abate in his exertions for the 
surgeon's promotion. When, by the death of Moreau, the 
place of chief surgeon of the Hotel Dieu became vacant, he 
went and used his influence with the magistrate who had 

* M. Vidal remarks here, that John Hunter, at Ihe same age, could not read. 
The French author might haye known, that the poorest peasant in Scotland sends 
his son to learn to read, as soon as he is ahle to walk from his father's dwelling 
to the parish school, and, therefore, it was impossihle that my immortal country- 
man, whose father was of respectahle rank, could haye been excluded from a 
priyilege, to which the very beggar is admitted. We know, indeed, that hiA 
education was finished at seventeen, when he went to Glasgow. — Edit. 
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the most power in the appointment of the surgeon, *• I 
have," said Loais, ^' reason to complain of Desault, but I 
owe it to the public interest to declare, that he is the man 
best qualified for the situation." 

At this competition, a circumstance occurred which 
deserves to be mentioned. A day had been fixed for 
giving in a certain number of copies of a thesis. This 
injunction was of such a strict nature, that none were 
allowed to compete, who did not accomplish it. The impor- 
tant day arrived, and Dupuytren was not ready. Different 
accounts have been given of the cause of this. Some attri- 
bute it to the difficulty which Dupuytren experienced in 
the composition of his thesis. Others say, that being dis- 
satisfied with his first trials he wished to retire from the 
contest ; but was anxious, at the same time, to make an 
honourable retreat. Vidal has been supplied with a corres- 
pondence, which has enabled him to give us the true version 
of the story. Dupuytren did not always write badly, but 
he wrote with great difficulty. Lebegue, who was his 
printer, wrote him saying that it was impossible to have 
his thesis ready in time, as he had made so many correc- 
tions. Dupuytren seeing the impossibility of terminating 
this competition, had resolved to retire, and had written a 
letter to the Dean to this effect. But M. Crochard Senior, 
who published a work on surgery commenced by this sur- 
geon, requested permission to add to the titles already 
acquired by the author, that of Professor of the Faculty. 
This bookseller devised the following method for obtaining 
the delay, which was necessary for completely finishing the 
thesis of Dupuytren : He made the printer write a letter 
stating that an accident had happened in the printing-office ; 
that a workman had, while carrying a form, made a false 
step, and allowed the form to fall among paste ; that time 
would be required to prepare it for throwing off an impres- 
sion, and that Dupuytren could have no control over it. 
M. Crochard went in great anxiety to the Dean, who was 
much embarrassed. Dupuytren said he was ill. At last 
M. Leroux terminated the matter by declaring that he 
would grant the delay, if all the workmen in the printing- 
office would attest the correctness of the fact by tHeir signa- 
tures. Immediately the attestation required was sent in^ 
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Dupuytren defended his thesis with the greatest saccess, 
and was declared professor. 

At the Hotel Dieu, where once Desault had exhibited his 
remarkable enthusiasm for his fayourite art, and where 
Pelletan also flourished, Dupuytren became chief surgeon 
in 1818, having been elected professor of clinical surgery 
in 1816. In the hospital he displayed an astonishing degree 
of activity, bestowing great attention on his lectures, which 
were very well attended. Thus the admirers of Desault 
and the friends of Pelletan immediately appreciated the 
talents of Dupuytren. 

He rose at sunrise, went to the Hotel Dieu, and only left it 
at 1 1 o'clock. After his installation he wished to see and do 
every thing himself. In the wards Dupuytren spoke little, 
especially to the students. If any one wished to ask him a 
question, it was necessary to do so before the visit, when 
he was not occupied with the preparation of his day's lec- 
ture. Notwithstanding the greatest precautions he some- 
times answered with a disdainful look, which gave sad 
offence. In this respect he differed greatly from the good 
M..J. L. Petit, who instituted a course of surgery for the 
express purpose of answering questions. M. Petit spoke 
to the students with as great politeness as if he had been 
addressing the most distinguished men of his time. The 
surgeon of the Hotel Dieu answered sometimes ; but there 
was something sharp and bitter in his replies, which silenced 
the most intrepid of the students. When he arrived at the 
patient's bed he remained for amotnent, and addressed to the 
sick generally three questions, in the mildest tone of voice. 
If the patient gave' a suitable answer the conversation was 
continued in the same accent, but if his answers were not 
connected properly with the questions, Dupuytren caught 
his humour, and sometimes it was necessary for the patient 
to become serious in order that he might recover the mild- 
ness of his tone, which he should never have lost. Dupuy- 
tren considered that patients had always a desire of con- 
cealing the truth, or a part of the truth. It is melancholy 
to confess that this idea was well founded. Those who have 
attended the great hospitals can attest its truth. It is not 
necessary here to investigate the causes of these mysteries 
of the human mind, but it is proper to mention that this 
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fiict is well displftyed among the hospital patients in 
Paris. 

To patients upon whom operations were performed, and 
with children, Dupuytren was always gende, it might be 
said Qyen amiable. He possessed such an influence oyer 
them, that in his pretence they gfeldom complained of their 
sufferings. He had a way of putting the question, ^' Are 
you in pain" so, that he almost constantly received the 
answer, " iVb." 

He lemployed this magnetic power to disconcert his asso- 
ciate. If a phlegmonouB tumour pJ^Q^ented itself, he would 
say, ** Do you think, sir, there is pus hei'e." If there was 
fluid, the eye of Dupuytren would intipiate a negative 
answer to the professor. " Bring a bistoury," then would 
exclaim the surgeon, and immediately a flow of purulent 
matter .took place. The pooi;; associate obtained, however, 
some consolation, for the whole day after, this great man 
was uncommqnly obliging to him. No one was less severe 
to his victim than Dupuytren.* Generally, however, he 
made a better use of this moral influence which he pos- 
sessed in such a high degree. It is well known, that to 
reduce certain dislocations, many difficulties are experienced 
from the contraction of the musqles. In order to remove 
this effect, Dupuytren recommended taking off the atten- 
tion of the patient. He joined example with precept in a 
most remarkable manner. One day a woman who did not 
belong to the lowest rank was brought to the Hotel Dieu. 
She had dislocated her arm, and all the trials which had 
been made to reduce it had failed. Preparations were 
made for employing extension and counter-extension. Two 
attempts at reducing the luxation being unsucc^sful, 
Dupuytren cried out, " Madam, one is never betrayed 
except by their own family. You are addicted to wine, 
your son told me so." The poor patient who was a womftn 
of uncommon temperate habits, was so much excited by 
this exclamation that she fainted. Dupuytren took advan- 
tage of this weakness and reduced the dislocation. He 
then laughed and clipping her on the head, said, ^' I know 
madam that you^drink nothing but water." 

* He.woald.eerttiiilj. aasert his sui»eriority in tins wi^, at times, wh»n any one 
Mpindto be ranked as his equal; hat of otbeis lie wonldnot wantonly expose the 
enrors. He was more willing to aid than to chidc^the unassaining. 
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Dupuytren possessed that species of eloquence whicb 
classical authors term deliberative. If it was necessary to 
persuade a patient of the necessity of undergoing a painful 
operation, in Dupuytren was exhibited on that occasion, 
how important the gift of language is to a surgeon. He 
accomplished the expression of Cicero. *^ Tantam vim 
habet flexamina atque regina rerum oratio, ut non modo 
inclinantem erigere, aut stantem inclinare, sed etiam adver- 
santem et repugnantem rapere possit." 

It was an interesting sight to witness Dupuytren instruct- 
ing young children how to. use their eyes, when he had giren 
them the use of these organs by an operation for congenital 
cataract. Children in this predicament, instead of using 
their eyes, are in the habit of stretching out their hands, 
like animals destined to live in darkness. Our surgeon, 
however, fixed their hands behind their backs, and standing 
at the extremity of the ward with the patient at the other 
end, and in presence of the students, he would call out, 
** Run my little fellow.*' This he could not do, but he 
walked and soon reached the restorer of his sight. These 
are traits in his character, which can never be erased from" 
the recollections of his students. It has b^en said that 
Dupuytren disliked men, and that he never loved any 
body. It was impossible for any one who had seen him 
caress the little children in the circumstances mentioned, 
to give credit to such statements. Even the enemies of 
Dupuytren, granted that he excelled in a high degree in 
forming a diagnosis. * The following &ct illustrates this 
in a striking point of view. A man had received a con- 
siderable time before he applied to Dupuytren, a blow on 
the head. The original accident was not severe, but 
nervous symptoms subsequently appeared, which obliged 
him to apply to a surgeon. Dupuytren having examined 
the man, said to his assistants, " Have the trepanning in- 
struments ready to-morrow." The students were astonished 

* His confidence in his own diagnosis was unlimited and inflexible. In con- 
sultations, Mr. King has known him stand alone in an opinion, and at last obtain 
permission to prove its correctness b^* an operation, which, if it had not fulfilled 
his predictions, would haye gone far to ruin him. And thns, and not by idle 
boasting, he obtained a reputation which nothing could shake. How he silenced 
his opponents they well can bear witness who saw him plunge a knife many inches 
deep in the lumbar region, to let out pus, which, contrary to their opinion, his 
seldom-erring touch had detected there. 
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at this decision, as the symptoms did not appear to them 
to require such a serious cure. But Dupuytren had de- 
tected (or divined some might say) the presence of an 
abscess in the cerebral matter. The bone was sawn through ; 
no diseased appearance was exhibited ; the dura matter 
was healthy ; it was cut through and still no disease appeared . 
It was then that Dupuytren, with a degree of boldness 
which has seldom been equalled in the annals of surgery, 
plunged a bistoury into the substance of the brain. An 
abundant discharge of purulent matter was the conse- 
quence ! 

The diagnosis of abscess in the iliac fossa is a difficult 
matter, yet Dupuytren gave admirable rules for detecting 
it, and by this means saved the life of a commissary. 
Numerous other instances of his diagnostic powers are 
well remembered. A lady had been treated during several 
years for cancer of the uterus. A surgeon of distinction 
had so designated the disease. Dupuytren was at last com- 
sulted ; he declared that the disease was polypus, and 
that an operation would be attended with perfect success. 
He operated, and in three days the lady went to the opera. 

A woman was admitted into the Hotel Dieu with con- 
siderable swelling of one of the tonsils. All those who saw 
the woman before the arrival of Dupuytren, considered the 
case to be one of simple inflammation of the gland. He 
came and gave it as his opinion that a cyst existed in the 
tonsil, and that there were other cysts in some part, more 
or less distant from the throat, which had a great tendency 
to inflame by a kind of sympathy which united them. The 
cyst was removed to the great astonishment of those assem*' 
bled. Next day eiysipelas of the face appeared, and pain 
in one of the kidneys. '* It is in thi^ organ, said the 
great surgeon, that the second cyst exists ; it is inflamed^ 
and we are in danger of losing our patient ; " a circum^ 
stance which happened notwithstanding the best directed 
treatment. 

The inspection after death confirmed the accuracy of his 
diagnosis. 

It has been said that Dupuytren gave his diagnosis always 
with great rapidity, and some gave credit to the idea of his 
infallibility. 

In many cases, it is well known, that a single glance 
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was suiBcie&t to satisfy hiin of the nature of the disease. 
A few days hefore his death, a man was brought to him with 
a dislocation of the elbow joint; he did not touch the 
patient, but declared that displacement of the articulation 
existed. A distinguished surgeon dented diat it was a djsr 
location. M. Sanson, however^ examined it, and reduced 
it. But Dupuytren did not always give his opimoo so 
readily, which shews that what some considered instinct, 
was in him the result of a series of reasonings. 

When he examined a dislocation of old standing, and 
of which the diagnosis was difficult, he did not prolong 
his examination beyond the usual time, but he spoke of 
th^ circumstance, neither in the wards nor in the-theubre. 
Next day the- patient wUs examined, and if the disease 
was not recognized, silence was preserved. But on the day 
when Dupuytren could touch the luxation with his finger, 
an excellent clinical lecture was delivei«d. He spoke 
then of the patient as if he had seen him for the first time, 
and in the most positive manner, established the diagnosis, 
the treatment, and theprognosis of the disease. Dupuytren 
seldom expressed his doubts to his audience. If he doubted, 
it might be assumed that he was. giving utterance to a cer- 
tainty. When he explained his diagnosis he never followed 
out the steps of his reasoning, which gave him a degree of 
superiority, but did not satisfy. Vidal remarks, that it 
would have been preferable if the professor had communi- 
cated his doubts, and thus have exhibited a view of the 
intellectual process by which he arrived at his concluskm* 
But perhaps he did not consider it political to initiate 
others into his thoughts. * 

To those who reproached him for speaking sparingly of 
his mistakes in pr^tice, it has been answered that he com- 
mitted few. He perhaps supposed that some of his friends 
would undertake this trouble for him ; but such an exposure 
comes best from one's own mouth. M. Roux and M; 
Marjolin are always in the habit of stating their unsuccess- 
ful cases^ and have consequently established for themselves 

* Thifl observBtion is not ^Kmsidered just by Mr. King. For, it was, in fact, 
by teaching so well how to form a correct diagnosis that he attracted so larga an 
audience ; and he spared 4o pains to explain this difficult art, in a manner, which, 
while it instructed the experienced practitioner, had so much method, cleam^ 
sad nmplicity that it cobld be easily followed by the student. 
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characters of candour, which k of the greatest consequeoee 
in a teacher. Vidal, however, states^ that he has often 
heard Dupuytren confess his errors, when he was not re- 
quired to do so. 

If he overlooked his own errors, it is also certain that 
he was as lenient in public to his cotemporaries, which 
some have explained, by saying that he only ^)oke of him- 
self, and never, mentioned at the Hotel Dieu the names of 
other surgeons. This, however, is a great mistake, for 
although he preferred his own experience to that of others, 
yet he often mentioned in his lectures, Sir Astley Cooper, 
Scarpa, and Boyer. His mode of mentioning these great 
surgeons, shewed what he thought of his contemporary in 
Britain, of the talents of the professor of Pavia, and the 
veneration which he had for the author of the " Trait6 des 
Maladies Chirurgicales.*' No one appreciated the good 
sense of Boyer more than Dupuytren.* 

It was in the operating theatre that Dupuytren shone 
most, where the most distinguished surgeons of all countries 
have been seated around him, where he taught surgery 
with dignity, where no vulgar pleasantries or brutal 
expressions were ever uttered by him. In his clinical 
lectures, he explained facts with the greatest clearness, 
auid with such a number of details, as to surprise even those 
who continued to attend him for a long period. When he 
had developed a fact, he compared it with analogous cases 
which had occurred in the Hotel Dieu, or in his private 
practice, and thus proved that he had seen much, and that 
bis experience was accompanied with practical benefits. 
For among the higher classes there are modifications of 
disease which differ ^om those among the poorer class, 
and there are complaints which folLow from the indulgence 
in luxuries. Dupuytren was the surgeon of the rich and 

* He was by no means lavish in his praise, but it was not easy for him to foe 
imjnst to those who had distinguished themselves in that field by which he rose to 
eminence himself; for» to use his own words, the name of Concours caused his 
heart to beat with emotion. An instance of this feeling is afforded in his conduct 
to Mr. King, who was elected house-surgeon to the Parisian hospitals by » 
public Concours, Dupuytren was one of the jury. Previous to the trial he had 
shewn himself averse to the admission of foreigners, as candidates ; but, afterwards 
he became faronrable to it, and declared that, in this case, he deemed the appoint- 
ment so weU gained, that he would add to it. whatever services he could fairly 
render Mr. King. And in this he kept his word. 
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the poor, and he knew how to make his experience in both 
ranks bear upon the developement of facts. 

Dapuytren did not possess the manual dexterity which 
is so much admired in M. Roux ; but his knowledge of 
organic structure, his talent for diagnosis, enabled him to 
establish the indications with certainty, and to seize the 
means of preventing accidents, and of overcoming them 
when they occurred. He knew well how to calculate the 
strength of the vital powers. There are some surgeons 
who can perform operations with skill, but who do not 
know when to avoid them. Dupuytren possessed both 
these talents. 

A circumstance which gave an awkward appearance to 
Dupuytren's mode of operating, was his anxiety to give 
clinical instioiction to the students. For example, in 
amputation of the mamma, instead of placing himself 
before the patient, he often stood behind her, in order that 
he might not obstruct the view of the students. He 
frequently departed from the common rules, from mere 
caprice, or from forgetfulness, or perhaps even from igno- 
rance of these rules. He not only chose the most favourable 
position for the spectators, but he also explained the dif- 
ferent steps of the operation as he proceeded, which shewed 
great coolness and presence of mind . But his greatest talent 
was displayed when unexpected accidents occurred during 
an operation. The operation was never in the least re- 
tarded by such an exigency ; a new plan was immediately 
devised, and if the surgeon did not inform the spectators 
of what had happened, the latter would have been quite 
unaware of it. But he never allowed an opportunity to 
pass of exhibiting the utility of his new plan. 

Vidal only once saw him lose his presence of mind. He 
had to extract a very large calculus : he considered a long 
time how he should proceed. He appeared to adopt the 
idea of cutting the fundus of the hladder ; but still he 
hesitated. At last what was most extraordinary, he allowed 
himself to be influenced by the advice of another surgeon, 
who advised him to combine the bilateral with the recto- 
prostatic incision. He operated, but did not succeed, for 
the calculus was not extracted till next day. On that day, 
Vidal observed his lower lip to quiver, and his cheeks to 
. change colour several times, and this because the school 
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disapproved of his mode of operating. It was said, why did 
he not stop when he saw the difficulties of the case, and 
finish it by several steps, placing the patient in the intervals 
in the bath I Franco, Camper, Louis, &c., have given 
examples of this method of proceeding, even when there 
was no necessity for it. After operating, Dupuytren held 
a consultation for the benefit of his patient. It was a kind 
of clinical lecture, in which he heard the opinions of the 
advanced students. This ought to have fatigued him* 
But if in departing from the hospital, a journalist who had 
not obtained sufficient matter for an article, came up to him 
to request some, Dupuytren did not remain, but in his walk 
prolonged his lecture, so as to allow the writer to take 
hasty notes. Vidal has seen Dupuytren dressed in plain 
green when the snow was on the ground, walking along 
the bridges and dictating to M . Paillard who accompanied 
him. Thus many lectures which have been published^ as 
being delivered at the Hotel Dieu, were actusilly produced 
on the Pont Neuf. But Dupuytren was always a professor, 
in the transactions at the Faculty, at the Academy of 
Medicine, and even at the Institute. 

In 1825, he was admitted a member of the Academy of 
Sciences. In July, 1830, he distinguished himself most 
conspicuously by his attention to the wounded, and delivered 
some excellent lectures upon gun-shot wounds, which have 
been reported and published by his students. Dupuytren 
occupied the situations of Inspector of the University, 
Surgeon to Louis XVIII., and Charles X. He was an 
Officer of the Legion of Honour, and a Baron. His name 
was extensively known, for he had attained the summit of 
his profession. At last his constitution began to fail,. 
About November, 1833, symptoms of hydro thorax appeared, 
Dupuytren still however continued to appear in public with 
his usual regularity. M. Bouillaud (to whom with Husson, 
Cruveilhier, Marx, and Sanson, Dupuytren entrusted him- 
self) has eloquently described the death-bed scene of the 
great surgeon. ^' After tedious and painful suffering Du- 
puytren saw that all hope of cure was at an end ; he resigned 
himself then with the most stoical fortitude, and preserved 
till the last moment, all his presence of mind and his clear- 
ness of judgment. He never uttered a word expressive of 
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the slightest weakness. Daring an tfgdny of eight days he 
remained completely master of himself, i^ach instant of 
his life daring this painful and tedious niartyrdom, seemed 
miraculous to those who were near him. Death appeared 
to hesitate to strike so great a victim, Bad to destroy an 
organization which nature had so strongly moulded." 
Notwithstanding his great capacity for diagnosis, Dupuytren 
remained long in doubt of the presence of fluid in his chest, 
and when he was convinced of the fact, he considered that 
the liquid was contained in cysts. This was the reason 
why he refused to undergo an operation, twelve days 
before his death, when urged to it by M. Sanson. Until 
the fourth day previous to his death he entertained a spark 
of hope. Sometim^Bs even he believed his health re-esta- 
blished. Nature at length entirely failed, and the dis- 
tinguished Baron breathed his last on the morning of the 
8th of February, 1835, about half-past 3.* 

If distinction as a surgeon depends upon original inven- 
tion, as in the cases of Par6, Franco, Huiiter, and Pott, 
then Dupuytren cannot lay claim to it ; but he was an excel- 
lent clinical professor, and has made a great many good 
surgeons who are distributed over diflferent parts of the 
world. He has endeavoured to simplify the study of 
surgery by making it less mechanical, and at the same time 
mor^ successful .+ He wrote papers upon different profes- 
sional subjects. 

1. Surgery. — ^The memoir of Dupuytren upon the artifi- 
cial anus constitutes his principal scientific work. It forms 

* Dupuytren poesessed a remarkably fine person and strong constitittion. The 
decline of his health was sudden, and unexpected by his friends, and, therefore, 
the more painful to them. By his physical strength and mental power he seemed 
predestined to a green old age. He could go through immense bodily exertion ; 
his mind was erer actire ; and, up to a recent period, he had scarcely known a 
day's illness. The cause, the great cause of his faU, was an extremely irritable 
temper. This was a source of unceasing mental suffering, and his nervous 
system, at last, gave way under it. This was his great misfortune ; for, after the 
death of such a man, we say misfortune rather than faaU. It made him insup- 
portably capricious and inconsistmt, and often impelled him to rash and wrong 
acts, which, on reflection, in cooler moments, he would fain have recalled. 

t He is said to have left his daughter, Madame de Beaumont, a fortune of nearly 
7,000,000 of francs, (about £296,000), and, besides, 20,000 (£8,333) to found 
a Professorship of Medico — Chimrgical Pathology ; and 300,000 (£ 12,500) for a 
House of Retirement for Twelve Superannuated Medical Men. — Edit. 
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a happy application of the principles so well developed by 
John Hunter. 

In 1815, he read to the Institute a memoir uponli^ture 
of the arteries, substituted for amputation of the limbs in 
cases of fracture, complicated with aneurisms. 

He also wrote upon the ligature of the arteries, practised 
according to the method of Anel, in certain cases of division 
of these vessels produced by lightning. 

In 1816, he read to the Institute a paper on the ligature 
of the principal arterial trunks. The other surgical writ^ 
ings of Dupnytren were upon congenital dislocations of 
the femur, and old dislocations in general, on retraction of 
the finger and strangulated hernia. He edited the new 
edition of Sabati6r's work. 

2. Pathological Anatomy. — Under this head may be men- 
tioned, his numerous researches in the bulletins of the 
foculty of medicine, relating to cellular, mucous, cartila*- 
ginous, and osseous transformations, on fibrous, fatty, in- 
cysted products, and on scrofolous, cancerous, and schir^ 
roos degenerations* 

In his researches on callus^ published in 1831 , he endeavours 
to shew, that in consequence of fractures, there are two 
kinds of callus formed, temporary and permanent. In 
1803, he published observations on false membranes, where 
he investigates the causes, progress, expulsion, or organi- 
zation of false membranes, the advantages and incon- 
veniences of their formation fr<mi inflammation in the 
serous, sinovial and mucous membranes. 

3. Anatomy. '-^'Ris Observations on the spleen shew that 
animals may live, exercise their functions, re-produce their 
species, although deprived of this organ. 

In 1803, he published. Investigations on the Veins of the 
Bones. 

Observations on thefibrom tissues. He divides these struc- 
tures into white fibrous, non-elastic tissues, and yellow 
elastic tissues. 

His Researches on the erectile tissues^weve published in 1816. 

4. Physiology. — Experiments on the nerves of the tongue. 
These demonstrate that some of the nerves of the tongue 
are destined for the purposes of motion, and others for those 
of sensation. 
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Memoirs in the tnotkmis on the brain. This work shews 
that the two motions observable in the brain are the result 
of the influence of the circulation, and of the respiration 
on this organ. 

Analysis of the Chyle^ 1803. 

Experiments on the influence exercised by the nerves of the 
SthpaiTj on the respiration of animals. — (Memoir read to the 
Institute, 1812.) 

Experiments upon absorption. In this paper it is proved 
that bodies are more readily absorbed in proportion to their 
irritating power ; that their first effect is to increase exhala- 
tion, the second to augment absorption, and the third to 
produce inflammation, and that substances are always altered 
in their state and nature, before being absorbed. 

5. Medicine — Experiments on Diabetes Mellitus. 

Researches on the air of common sewers. He considers its 
composition to be sulphuretted hydrogen, disengaged by 
thej)utrid matter and azote, resulting from the decomposi;' 
tion of the air of ditches. 

Dupuytren also wrote on yellow fever and cholera, and 
the biographies of Corvisart, Pinel and Richard. 

According to his request, his body was examined 32 hours 
after death, on the 9th of February. The following dimen* 
sions were obtained in measuring the head : — 
From the frontal prominence to the occipital 

protuberance ........ 14^ inches. 

Circumference of the head by the frontal and 

occipital protuberance ...... 22-| „ 

From the anterior part of one meatus audi- 
torius externus to the other, passing over 

the head 13j „ 

Occipito nasal diameter ;, . 7J „ 

From the frontal prominence to the root of 

the brain (height of forehead), nearly .4 „ 

The cerebrum, cerebellum, annular protuberance and 
medulla oblongata, weighed together 3|^lbs. troy. 

The cerebellum by itself weighed 4i^z. 

In the right corpus striatum without the optic layer, 
there was an excavation with brown sides, capable of holding 
a filbert. In the corresponding position on the left side a 
similar apoplectic cavity was detected. These were crossed 
by cellular bridles. 
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A trochar being plunged into the chest, on the right side, 
above eight English pints of a milky serum escaped. Some 
fibro-cellular bridles were observed in the right cavity of 
the chest, at the bottom of which a membranous mass 
existed, resembling concreted albumen. The pulmonary 
pleura had a milky appearance. The tissue of the inferior 
lobe of the right lung was condensed, as if converted into 
flesh; the cells contained no air, and the lung sunk in 
Irater. The middle lobe, and the lower portion of the 
superior lobe were infiltrated with a slightly reddish serum. 
The superior part of the lung alone crepitated, and con* 
tained a very great quantity of air. ^ 

The left side of the chest contained at the lower part, 
about an English pint of transparent serum, coloured by a 
few drops of blood. Some old organized adhesions were 
observed. The leffc lung was of its usual size, was slightly 
infiltrated, and did not fall to the bottom of water. The 
pericardium contained only a few drops of serum. The 
heart was hypertrophied, well formed, and surrounded with 
a very great quantity of fat. Its tissue was soft, brownish, 
and appeared to be decomposing. The internal surface of 
the aorta, and of the large arteries, was covered with 
yellowish fibro-cartilaginous points, all, however, unossified. 
The coats of the arteries were thick, and hypertrophied like 
the heart. 

The rest of the organs seemed to be healthy, except the 
kidnies, which were smaller than natural and contained 
some sand. 



Article II. 

On Racemic Acid. By Thomas Thomson, M.D., &c., Regius 
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Glasgow. 

This acid was first noticed about the year 1817, by a manu- 
facturer of tartaric acid, at Thann, a small town in the 
Vosges, who considered it as oxalic acid, and sold it as 
such. It was subjected to examination in 1819 by Dr. 
John, who proved it to be a peculiar acid to which the 
name traubensaure (acid of grapes) was given by the 
Germans. This name I translated by vinic acid in the last 
edition of my System of Chemistry. But the term racemic 

VOL. II.' Q 
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add given by the French is preferable ; because vinic is the 
name applied frequently on the Continent to tartaric acid. 
In 1829 it was subjected to an examination by Gay-^Lussac 
and by Walchner, and the result of their experiments leaves 
no doubt that it possesses peculiar properties. In 1630 it 
was analyzed by Berzelius, who found its constituents and 
its jatbmic weight the sewe as those of tartaric add. On 
that account he has given.it the name o{ paratartaric acid. 

It seems to be formed during the process for extracting 
tartaric acid from crean^ of tartar. When the tartaric 
acid is crystallized for the first time, we observe mixed 
with its crystals, a number of small needles. These on 
examination are found to be racemic add. Under the 
microscope they assume the form of long oblique four* 
sided prisms, usually terminated by an oblique face. By a 
second crystallization they may be obtained in large doubly 
oblique prisms. The tenninating face )s inclined to the 
isides of the prism, at an angle of 76^, the one side to the 
other at an angle of 68^. The longitudinal edges of the 
prism (at least two of them) are usually replaced by tan- 
gent planes, converting it into a six or eightrsided prism. 
Not unfrequently one of the terminal edges of the prism 
is also replaced by a plane, thus rendering the summit 
of the prism two faces applied to each other like the roof 
of a house. 

Tartaric acid forms very large but rather irregular crystals. 
They may be obtained an inch and a half in length and 
about 0*7 inch thick. The primary form of this acid is a 
doubly oblique prism, but the angles are di£Perent. The 
terminating face is inclined to the sides of the prism, at an 
angle of 97*10°, and the one side to the other at an angle 
of 88-30°. 

The edge is usually replaced by a very broad plane, 
which renders the terminal face of the crystal triangular, 
and gives to its upper surface the aspect of that variety of 
calcareous spar called tete de clou. 

The lustre of racemic acid is silky, that of tartaric acid 
glossy. The specific gravity of racemic acid crystals is only 
1-600, whUe that of tartaric acid is 2-083. 

Racemic acid when heated to 150° loses its crystalline 
form, and gives out 5*59 per cent, of water* At the same 
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temperature the crjBtals of tartaric acid undergo no change 
and lose no weight. When the heat is increased, racemic 
acid undergoes no fiirther change till it r^Eush the tempera- 
ture of 370°, when it becomes yellow at the bottom, be- 
ginning to undergo decomposition. At 260° tartaric acid 
liquifies and loses about 4 per cent, of its weight. The liquid 
is transparent. On cooling it becomes solid and resembles 
a piece of crystal glac». Thus altered if slowly imbibes 
moisture firom the atmosphere and runs into a liquid. 

At the temperature of 49°, 100 parts of water dissolve 
14*1 of racemic acid crystals. At the same temperature 
100 parts of watef dissolve 64*8 of tartaric acid. Thus at 
the temperature of 49°, tartaric acid is about 4| times more 
soluble than racemic acid« 

At the temperature of 119° 100 parts of water dissolve 
37-94 of racemic acid and 80-48 of tartaric acid. These 
&cts shew that tartaric acid is much more soluble in water 
than racemic acid. 

Racemic acid may be used as well as tartaric acid to 
prevent a solution of antimony in muriatic acid from being 
precipitated when diluted with water. In this property the 
two acids agree, proving that racemic acid has the same 
tendency to enter into triple combinations as tartaric acid. 

A striking difference between tartaric and racemic acid 
is exhibited when we drop solutions of these acids into 
chloride of calcium dissolved in water. The former occa- 
sions no precipitate, while the latter throws^down a copious 
deposit. Thus, we see that racemic is a more powerful acid 
than tartaric. Accordingly, it is capable of decomposing 
various tartrates and taking the place of the acid. 

Atomic weight of Racemic Acid. 

The following experiments were made in order to deter- 
mine the atomic weight of this add. Some trials made in 
the year 1827 in my laboratory by a very ingenious pupil,' 
had led me to infer that 8*6 represented the atomic weight, 
but they were not pf such a nature as to decide the point. 
Those that I shall now relate were made by myself with 
every attention to accuracy. 

1. One hundred and seven grains of crystals of racemic 
acid were triturated in a mortar and exposed for 24 hours in 

h2 
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the vacaum of an air pump over sulphuric acid. The 
weight was reduced to 106*05 grains. This loss amounting 
to 1-822 per cent, was owing to the escape of water lodged 
mechanically between the plates of the crystals. 

2« Twenty grains of lithai^e previously dried in a tern- 
perature of 300°, were triturated in a porcelain mortar 
with i0*5 grains of crystals of racemic acid and a little 
water, till the liquid ceased to affect litmus paper. The 
whole was then dried for some hours on a sand bath heated 
to 300°, The weight was reduced to 28-19 grains. So 
that the ten grains of acid had lost 2*31 grains which 
must have been water. Of this 0- 192 grains was mechani- 
cally lodged water. Consequently 2-118 grains of water 
must have been chemically combined in the crystals with 
pure racemic acid. Thus, the crystals (supposing the 
mechanically lodged water removed) were composed of 
Real acid ... 819 or 8-26 
Water .... 2118 or 2133 
I repeated the experiment, and exposed the litharge and 
acid to a higher temperature. The white colour of the 
powder at the bottom of the glass capsule had a decided 
mixture of yellowish gray, shewing that the acid had begun 
to undergo decomposition. The weight was reduced to 
27*99 grains. So that the loss of weight sustained by the acid 
was 2-61 grains. Of this 0*192 was mechanically lodged 
water. The remainder amounting to 2*318, obviously 
rather exceeds the whole chemically combined water con- 
tained in the crystals. 

According to this experiment the crystals of racemic 
acid are composed of 

Real acid . . . 7*99 or 8*26 
Water .... 2-318 or 2*393 
It is obvious, that in the first of these experiments, the 
chemically combined water is reckoned below the truth, 
because the salt had not been sufficiently dried : while in 
the second experiment it is above the truth, because the 
salt had been exposed to so high a temperature as to occa-^ 
sion an incipient decomposition of the acid. The truth 
must lie between the two. Now, a mean of the two experi- 
ments gives us 2*263 for the water chemically united with 
8*26 of acid. This Approaches so near 2*26, the weight of: 
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two atoms of water, that we can entertain no doubt that 
the crystals consist of a componnd of one atom of acid with 
two atoms of water. Why I have pitched upon 8-26 for the 
weight of the acid will appear immediately. 

Tartaric acid crystals consist of only 1 atom of water 
united to 1 atom of acid. It contains, therefore, just half 
the water in racemic acid ; but with this water it will not 
part without undergoing decomposition. Racemic acid, 
when heated to 150° gives off one-fourth of its water } at the 
same temperature tartaric acid loses no weight whatever. 

3. 20 grs. of neutral racemate of lead (previously dried 
in a low heat) were exposed for two hours on a glass capsule 
to the temperature of 260°. The weight was reduced to 
16' 16 grs. The heat being continued for two hours longer, 
and raised a little higher, the weight was reduced to 16*12 
grs. But the powdet where in contact with the glass had 
become yellow, indicating an incipient decomposition of 
the acid. 

The residual 16*12 grs. were ignited in a porcelain cruci- 
ble. Most of the lead was reduced to the metallic state. 
The whole weight was 9*49 grs. Of this 9*18 grs. were 
metallic lead, and 0*1 gr. protoxide of lead. The remaining 
0*2 gr. were probably charcoal from the acid, for they 
disappeared on treating the lead with nitric acid. Now, 
9- 18 lead + 0*1 protoxide of lead = 10* 188 grs. of pro- 
toxide of lead. It would appear then, from this experiment, 
that racemate of lead is a compound of, 

Bacemicacid 6*972 or 8*206 

Protoxide of lead . . . .10188 „ 14* 



16*160 

The result of this analysis gives us 8*206 for the atomic 
weight of racemic acid. The only ground of doubt respecting 
this analysis is the uncertainty whether any of the acid had 
been decomposed by the heat. So far as the eye. could 
determine the salt was unchanged. 

4. An analysis of racemate of lime conducted in the same 
way led to results not differing much from the preceding ; 
it seems, therefore, needless to detail the analysis. For 
the same reason the details of the analyses of racemate of 
barytes and racemate of strontian, which were also made, 
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need not be liere'fltftted. I put niore dependence upon the 
folIowiDg synthetical experime&t thfm upon any of the 
analytical ooe^ that I made, because it is susceptible of 
greater precision than any of thern^ . Indeed, I consider it 
as approaching as near the truth as it is possible to do by ^ 
our present methods. 

' 5. 86*76 grs. of pure fused carbonate of potash were 
dissoWed in water, and to the solution 102 grs. of crystals 
of racemic acid were added by degrees till they were com-' 
pletely dissolved. The liquid was found still to contain an ex- 
cess of potash ; for it rendered cudbear paper violet. After 
adding 4-34 grs. of racemic acid, (previously dissolved in 
water) and agitating the mixture well, it was found still to 
nender cudbear paper violet. This led me to suspect that 
cudbear paper is not capable of determining the exact point 
of saturation of carbonate of potash by racemic acid. The 
whole liquor was put into a platinum basin and evaporated 
down till it amounted only to IJ cubic inch. It was still 
liquid, and perfectly transparent, and still acted on cudbear 
paper like an alkali. 1*1 grs* of racemic acid was added, 
the liquid was gently heated and set aside. It soon became 
muddy, and deposited a quantity of bi-racemate of potash, 
which, after being separated and dried, weighed (including 
the small quantity stUl left in solution). 3.3 grs. 

Now, 3-3 grs. of bi-rracemate of potash contain 2*42 grs. 
of racemic add, the half of which must be the amount of 
the excess of racemic acid added to the carbonate of potash, 
over and above what was necessary to neutralize it. But 
1*21 grs. of real racemic acid,, to bring them to the state of 
the crystals, require to be combined with 0*369 grs. of 
water. This makes 1-569 grs., which, when subtracted 
from 107*44, leaves 106*871 grs. of the crystals of racemic • 
acid, as the quantity which xieutralized 86*76 grs. of carbo- 
nate of potash. 

106-871 grs. of crystals, when deprived of their mechani- 
cally mixed water, would be reduced to 103*913 grs. From 
the preceding analysis of these crystals it follows that they 
are composed of 

Real acid 81*544 

Water 22*; 



103*913 
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Bat 86*78 grs. of carbonate of potash contain 59*49 grs. of 
potash. Consequently, racemate of potash is composed of 
Raoemic acid . . . 81*644 or 8-224 
Potash ..... 69*492 „ 6- 



141036 
The only source of uncertainty in this experiment is the 
quantity of bi-racemate of potash, which I supposed to be 
dissolved in the IJ cubic inch of liquid from which the 
bi-racemate had fallen. I estimated it at 1*6 gr., reckoning 
its solubility in water containing racemate of potash, two- 
thirds of that in pur6 water. The quantity of salt in solu- 
tion was pnly the third part of what it is capable of taking 
up ; but this portion of salt may haye diminished the solu- 
bility more than I supposed. If so, I have under-rated the 
quantity of racemic acid requisite to saturate the potash. 

6. I am inclined to believe that the atomic weight is a 
little higher than I made it ; because Berzelius has found 
the constituents, and, of course, the composition of racemic 
acid the same as of tartaric acid. Now, it has been ascer- 
tained that the constituents of tartaric acid are, 

4 atoms carbon . . . 3- 

2 „ hydrogen. . 0*26 

5 „ oxygen . . 6* ' 

8*26 
This makes the atomic weight of both these acids 8*26. 
My result comes within less than -s^x^th of that number. 
There cannot then, I think, be any reason to doubt that 
the atom of racemic acid is 8*26, and that its crystals are 
composed of 1 atom acid . . . 8*26 

2 atoms water . . 2*26 

10*6 
So that the atomic weight of the crystals is 10*6 

Let us now take a view of the different salts which race- 
mic acid forms with the bases, and compare them with the 
corresponding tartrates. 

I. BACEMATE OF AMMONIA. 

The best way to form this salt is to add a solution of 
racemic acid to the liquid carbonate of ammonia, till it 
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reddens litmus paper. If we. reverse this process By pouring 
carbonate of ammonia into a solution of racemic acid^ bi*ra- 
cemate of ammonia soon appears and renders the neutraliza- 
tion of the acid tedious. When the concentrated solution 
of racemate of ammonia is set aside, beautiful crystals are 
deposited. 

The crystals are long four-sided prisms, terminated by two 
faces applied to each other like the roof of a house. The 
primary form seems to be a doubly oblique four-sided prism ; 
the sides being inclined at an angle of 94*46°. When 
these crystals are exposed to the air they effloresce lightly, 
and assume a silky lustre. In that state their specific 
gravity is 1*639. 

When the salt is distilled it does not melt, but gives off 
water and speedily acquires a dark colour. A black bulky 
charcoal remains after the process, and a dark brown liquid 
passes over, having an empyreumatic smell, and the receiver 
is filled with fumes of ammonia. Feather-shaped crystals 
of carbonate of ammonia are gradually deposited in the 
beak of the retort. 

The taste of racemate of ammonia is saline^ but it leaves 
a disagreeable impression in the mouth, somewhat like that 
of nitre.' At the temperature of 60° 100 parts of water 
dissolve 14*58 parts of the effloresced crystals. The solu- 
bility increases with the temperature. The salt is scarcely, 
if at all, soluble in absolute alcohol. 

To determine the constituents of this salt, 107 grs. of the 
crystals of racemic acid, which have been shown above to be 
equivalent to 82*6 grs. of real acid, were saturated with 
carbonate of ammonia, and the liquid evaporated to dry- 
ness in a gentle heat. The silky crystals obtained were 
neutral, and weighed 111 grs. Now, 82*6 grs. of racemic 
acid require for neutralization 21*26 grs. of ammonia. 

Consequently, the salt was composed of, 

Racemic acid ... 82*6 or 8*25 

Ammonia 21*25,, 2*126 

Water 7-26,, 0*726 



11100 
0*726 exceeds the weight of half an atom of water by 0* 1 526, 
or about ^ih of an atom. This small excess is, doubtless. 
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lodged mechanically in the plates of the crystals. The 
chemical constituents of racemate of ammonia are obviously 
1 atom acid .... 8*25 
1 9, ammonia . . 2*125 
i „ water . . . 0*5625 



10-9376 



When ammonia or its carbonate is cautiously dropt into 
a solution of racemic acid, bi-racemate of ammonia falls in 
bulky flocks, consisting of minute crystals. It resembles 
bi-tartrate of ammonia closely, both in its appearance and 
solubility in water. 

Tartrate of Ammonia. 

This salt may be formed precisely in the same way as the 
racemate, only substituting tartaric for racemic acid. 

Its taste is saline, and very similar to that of sal-ammo- 
niac. It usually forms small gritty crystals. But it may be 
obtained in large transparent, four-sided, rectangular prisms, 
terminated by a face inclined at angles of 120° and 60°, to 
the two opposite faces of the prism. In genelral all the 
edges of the prism are replaced by tangent planes, making 
an eight-sided prism, with angles of 135°. 

At 55° 100 water dissolve 60*03 parts of these crystals, 
so that it is at least four times as soluble in water as race- 
mate of ammonia. 

Its constituents, determined in the same way as those of 
racemate of ammonia, were found to be, 

1 atom tartaric acid . . 8*25 
1 „ ammonia . . . 2*125 
1 „ water . . . . 1*125 



11*5 



Thus it differs from racemate of ammonia in the shape of 
its crystals, in its solubility in water, and in the water of 
crystallization being twice as great. 

When heated it smokes, becomes brown and swells up 
like a burning feather, without flaming, leaving a coal 
which bums very slowly but completely, without leaving 
any residue. 
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II. — BACSMATE OP POTASH. 

This salt is easily procured by saturating liquid racemic 
acid with carbonate of potasli, and concentrating the solu- 
tion till it deposits crystals. 

The crystals of this salt are lai^e transparent prisms. 
The primary form seems to be a right oblique four-sided 
prism. The faces of which are inclined to each other 
nearly at angles of 120° and 60°. The edges 60° are usually 
replaced by planes, which, however, are not tangent planes, 
as they form unequal angles with the two adjacent faces of 
the prism. Sometimes all the four edges are replaced, 
making the prism eight-sided. The terminal edges are 
always replaced by tangent planes, which frequently con- 
ceal the terminal plane and convert the summit of the 
crystal into a ^our-sided pyramid, with very unequal faces 
in point of size. 

The taste of the salt is saline, harsh and bitter. Its 
specific gravity is 2*08. It is not sensibly soluble in alcohol. 
At the temperature of 66° 100 water dissolve 112*69 of the 
crystallized salt. 

It has been shewn in a preceding part of this paper, that 
the salt is a compound of 1 atom acid and 1 atom potash. 
To determine the quantity of water, 87*5 grains of anhydrous 
carbonate of potash were just saturated with crystals of 
racemic acid. The solution being evaporated to dryness 
in a gentle heat weighed 166*7 grains. Now, it contained 
60 grains of potash and 82*6 of racemic acid. Hence, its 
constituents were obviously 

1 atom racemic acid . . 8*26 
1 atom potash .... 6*00 
Water ...... 1*32 

16*67 
1*32 exceeds an atom of water by about ^ih of an atom. 
This small excess, doubtless, consisted of water lodged 
mechanically among the particles of the salt. The chemi- 
cally combined water in the salt is 1 atom or 1*126, and 
the atomic weight of the crystals 16*376. 

When racemate of potash is heated, it melts and gives off 
water. It then becomes brown, swells up and the acid is 
decomposed. But it scarcely bums with flame unless when 
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brought in contact with a flaming body. It is next to im- 
possible to bum off the whole of the charcoal, the potash 
even after fusion retaining a black colour. 

Tartrate of Potash. 

This salt long known by the name oi soluble tartar^ forms 
large crystals as transparent as glass. Their primary form 
is a right oblique prism, deviating but little from rectangu- 
lar : the inclination of the faces of the prism being 89^ 30' 
and 90^ 30'. The obtuse edges of the prism are usually 
replaced by tangent planes. 

It has a saline and unpleasantly bitter taste. Its specific 
gravity is 2* 140. If Wentzel's statement that water at 
50P dissolves its own weight of it be correct, it possesses 
nearly the solubility of racemate of potash. 

To determine the composition of this salt, 93*75 grains 
of dry crystals of tartaric acid, were exactly saturated with 
carbonate of potash, the solution was evaporated to dry- 
ness and kept in the temperature of 100^ till it ceased to 
lose weight. In this state it had a moist appearance and 
weighed 171*96 grains. Now, it contained 82*5 of tartaric 
acid and 60 of potash. Hence, its constituents were 
Tartaric acid .... 8*25 

Potash 6-00 

Water 2*945 



17195 
2*945 of water is very nearly 2} atoms. Hence, it would 
appear that this salt when dried at 100^ contains 2\ atoms 
of combined lyater. When kept for three hours in the 
temperature of about 300^, the weight was reduced to 137*7 
grains. Thus it had lost all its water and a portion of its 
acid had been dissipated. 

III. — BI-RACBMATE OF POTASH. 

This salt is obtained with great ease if we dissolve 214 
grains of the crystals of racemic, acid in water, and add to 
the liquid by a little at a tiine, a concentrated solution of 
87*5 grains of anhydrous carbonate of potash. After the 
effervescence is at an end, the bi-racemate is deposited 
abundantly in flocks, ccmsisting of minute crystals. We 
may collect it on a filter, wash it and dry it. 
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It is a white powder^ having an acidulous taste and red- 
dening vegetable blues. Its specific gravity is 2* 665. At 
the temperature of 66° 100 water dissolve 0'67, and at 108"^ 
1'12 of this salt. When a boiling hot solution is evaporated 
slowly the salt is deposited in transparent crystals, but so 
irregular that it is next to' impossible to determine the 
form. Under a powerful microscope some of them appear 
six-sided prisms with unequal faces, but the greater number 
of them were flat pyramids, seemingly four-sided, with two 
very large and two very small faces. Many of them were 
grouped in stars composed of very small four-sided prisms. 

21*4 grains of crystals of racemic acid mixed with 13 
grains of bi-carbonate of potash were totally converted into 
bi-racemate. The salt formed weighed 21*9 grains. Now, 
had the salt contained (as I intended it to do) exactly 16*6 
grains of real racemic acid and 6 of potash, the weight 
should have been 22*6. There was a loss of 0*6 grains. 
This might have been owing to the paper which covered 
the capsule having imbibed a little of the liquid, for it 
was spotted the next morning. 22*5 grains of bi-racemate 
were exposed for an hour to a heat of 320°. The loss of 
weight was 0*0676. From this I conceive that bi-race- 
mate of potash is anhydrous. 

Bi-tartrate of potash is so well known that no description 
of it is necessary. The resemblance of the two salts is strik- 
ing. Yet there are several particulars in which they differ. 
(To be contimied.J 



Abticle III. 

On the Number and Character of the Colours that enter into 

the Composition of White Light. By P. C. 

(Continued from Page 34.^ 

The simple and satisfactory explanation of the various 
appearances of the spectrum in the diflFerent stages of its 
developement, and the impossibility of accounting for these 
appearances with any other arrangement hitherto proposed, 
convinced me that the many tints exhibited by nature, must 
be derived from the three primary colours of violet, green, 
and red, even before this division of the spectrum had been 
submitted to the test of experiment. 
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. The observations and experiments which have since con- 
firmed these views are so numerous, that there is some 
danger of my being tedious, though it is my intention to 
select only what I consider necessary to render the proof 
satis&ctory. In order to avoid this I shall give a preference 
to subjects which appear to be capable of deriving improve- 
ment from further investigation ; and thus endeavour to 
give an interest to the inquiry, where it might otherwise 
be deficient of it. 

It is evident that if we could ascertain the complemen- 
tary colours of the difPerent colours which we suppose to 
be primary, it would set the question at rest ; but, simple 
as the means are which have been proposed for this pur- 
pose, there is a discrepancy in the results hitherto obtained, 
which is calculated to weaken our confidence, and to con- 
fuse rather than elucidate the point at issue. 

The law of accidental colours, is thus stated by Sir 
David Brewster, in his Treatise on Optics : — •' The acci- 
dental colour of any colour in a prismatic spectrum, is that 
colour which in the same spectrum is distant from the first 
colour, half the length of the spectrum." 

In another part of the same work, the following is given 
as the results obtained by Fraunhofer, with flint glass ; and 
by Newton, with a prism, the composition of which is not 
stated. 





Nbwton. 


Fbavnhofbr 


Red . . 


. 46 


• 66 


Orange'. 
Yellow . 


. 27 
. 40 


27 
27 


Green . 


. 60 


46 


Blue . 


. 60 


48 


Indigo . 
Violet . 


. 48 
. 80 


47 
109 



360 360 

Now, if we take the centre of Newton's red at 23, the 
orange 27, the yellow 40, and the green 60, we require, 
according to this law, 30 of the blue to make half the 
length of the spectrum ; so that if blue be the complemen- 
tary colour of red, the law in this instance, which brings 
the centres of these two colours to correspond, is correct. 
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If we try the lat^r by the Bame methjod in Fraunhofer's 
spectrum, we require the whole of the blue and four of the 
indigo, before we arrive at the accidental colour of the 
central red. 

If we now refer to the article on accidental colours, we 
shall see that the accidental colour of red is stated to be 
bluish green ^ 

By the same law we shall find that the accidental colour 
of a great part of the green in both spectra, is in the violet, 
and a large portion of the violet of Fraunhofer's spectrum 
in the blue; another portion includes the whole of the 
green ; and the remainder the yellow and part of the oronge ; 
so that all these colours must be complementary to different 
parts of it. 

It is obvious, therefore, that this law, though favourable 
to the theory which requires blue to b^ the complement of 
red, is so much at variance with itself, that its support is 
of no value. 

If, however, we leave the law and turn to the facts, we 
shall find the most ample testimony that the accidental 
colour of red, is blue ; of green, crimson ; and of violet, 
yellow. 

I frequently sit in a room where there is. a cabinet piano, 
the front of which is covered with crimson silk, and where 
there is occasionally introduced a sofa covered with scarlet 
moreen. In consequence of these opportunities, the follow- 
ing experiments have been so often repeated, that I cannot 
be mistaken in the result. The piano is at the end of the 
room, and the sofa is generally so placed that I can include 
both objects at one view. 

When I fix my eyes for about a minute, or even less, 
upon the crii]iison silk, and then turn them to the white 
ceiling of the room, the form of the silk is seen of a 
distinct green colour, without the least approach to blue. 

If I make the experiment with the scarlet moreen, the 
accidental colour seen on the ceiling, is an equally decided 
blue. 

If instead of looking at the ceiling, I merely close my 
eyes after looking at the objects, the accidental colours, 
seen by the light which passes through the eye-lids, are the 
same, but much more vivid; indeed^ when the experiments 
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are made in this wsy» the dpectra are equal ia intenBity to 
the primary colours. ' 

In the centre of thecrimaon silk there is a gilt ornament, 
which in the accidental spectrum is violet ; the different 
shades produced by the folds of the silk are also distinctly 
marked. 

The crimson moreen is trimmed with black cord, which 
in the spectrum, with the eyes closed, appears on the blue 
as a pure white. The accidental blue, which is light and 
very brilliant, is seen some time before the white inakes its 
appearance. 

When both objects are included in the same view, the 
spectrum is formed of blue and green, quite distinct, and 
in the proportions in which the primary colours fall on 
the eyes. 

It is not necessary to direct the attention to the distinct 
colours, or part of an object, to obtain a correct spectrum. 
I have frequently been struck with the appearance of an 
accidental colour, the primary of which, not being very 
conspicuous, had previously escaped my notice. 

The following accidental occurrence is a proof that no 
attention is required to produce the complementary colours 
of objects which fall on the eye. Happening while waiting 
in a chapel for the commencement of the service, to sit 
with a table before me covered with crimson cloth^ my eyes 
having been fixed for some time partly on the cloth, and 
partly on the pulpit in front of it, I was surprised upon 
changing my position to observe that the pulpit, which is 
painted to represent oak, appeared of two different colours, 
divided from each other by a distinct line of separation, 
one green Bxid the other its proper colour. My eyes being 
very defective I was at first alarmed, fearing it was the 
effect of some additional malady ; but it almost instantly 
occurred to me that the green must be the accidental colour 
of the crimson cloth ; and, upon repeating the experiment 
with attention, I found this to be . the case, the slightest 
motion of the eye being sufficient to produce a stripe of the 
accidental colour. 

I observed at the same time that the part of the eye 
which had been occupied with the green accidental colour, 
when again directed to the cloth, received a much more 
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vivid impression from it than the other parts of the eye 
which had not been removed from it; and upon turning 
the eyes from one object, to the other in n^id succession, 
both colours became exalted ; the crimson, though some- 
what faded, being thus rendered very brilliant; and its acci- 
dental colour, upon the oak ground, became a vivid green. 

I have made a great variety of experiments in the manner 
before described, with all the different colours, and the 
results have invariably confirmed the theory I have ad- 
vanced, that red, green, and violet, are primitive colours ; 
blue, crimson, and yellow, being complementary to them, 
and, of course, compound colours. 

Another method by which I have analyzed the colours 
of the spectrum, has been to direct the eye when impressed 
with a primary colour, to a ground formed by a mixture 
of this colour with some other, and thus exhibit the latter 
colour only; proving the compound character of the 
coloured ground, and at the same time shewing its com- 
ponent principles. 

If, when the eye is impressed with red, we look at a 
white paper, the accidental colour is blue ; if we substitute 
a yellow paper, the accidental colour is changed to green. 
If we then impress the eye with green, the accidental colour 
on a white ground will be crimson, and upon' a yellow 
ground red : thus, proving that yellow is a compound of 
green and red, by exhibiting its component colours sepa- 
rately. Crimson and blue may be analyzed in the same 
manner. The colours exhibited in these experiments are 
rendered much more vivid by repeatedly directing the eye 
to the different objects in succession. 

Another method of analyzing compound colours, is to 
allow light of two colours to fall upon a ground, also, of 
two colours, only one of which corresponds with either of 
the colours admitted to it ; the other being, of course, the 
complementary colour of both. When, for instance, yellow 
light, formed of red and green, is admitted to a blue 
ground, it produces a green ; this being the only part of 
yellow light which is reflected by a blue ground, or by 
objects which appear blue in white light. It is upon this 
principle that blue frequently appears green by candle 
light; the violet rays being deficient in this light, it 
approaches to yellow. 
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Yellow light may be readily obtained by transmitting 
¥^hite light through a yellow glass, slightly inelined to 
orange, which, though it allows the red and green rays to 
pass freely, is nearly opaque to violet light. 

There is much greater difficulty in procuring light of 
any other two colours, free from the third; but the same 
principle may be traced in a variety of operations in the arts. 

It is a common practice with dyen to give a ground to 
coarse wool, [intended to be dyed blue, by boiling it with 
cudbear (prepared, I believe, from a species of lichen)''^ 
which gives it a crimson red colour: this process is 
technically called rousing, a corruption probably of rosing, 
from its giving a crimson or rosy colour. Now, red being 
the complement of blue, this at first sight appears to be a 
strange preparation for the purpose of economizing the 
indigo, which is its object ; for if pure red and pure blue 
were properly proportioned, the result would, be white.f 
But the red given by cudbear is not pure red, but crimson, 
a mixture of red and violet; and the blue given by indigo 
can only be rendered dark by increasing the proportion of 
the reflected violet light as compared with the green, its 
other constituent principle. The crimson ground, then, 
thus produced, will not reflect green, at least in so large a 
proportion as it does violet ; and, consequently, the blue 
colour is rendered dark, or approaching to violet, with a 
comparatively small quantity of the dye. There is no 
process in the art of dyeing that without explanation appears 
more anomalous, or which when explained is more simple 
and beautiful. 

The operation we have described may be successfully 
imitated by a combination of coloured glasses. If we take 
a thin piece of the blue glass of which finger glasses are 
made, the colour reflected and transmitted by it appears 
blue, of a light shade ; if we add another piece of the same 
glass, the colour is darkened, but it requires many thick- 
nesses to give it the darkest shade ; at which point nearly 

* The Leeanora tartar^a. It enatM also in ParmeHa owfphalodsM, — Edit. 

t There is a striking instance of this in some experiments made by Mr. Delayal. 
Purple yegetable colours, reddened by an acid, and then converted to a green by 
the gradual addition of an alkali, passed through seyeral intermediate stages, one 
of which, upon this principle, was colourleis. 
VOL. II. I 
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the whole of the green light is excluded, and both the trans- 
miUed and reflected colour approach very nearly to violet. 

Now, if we include in the combination a single piece 
of the glass, known as violet glass, but which, in &ct, 
tvansmita red and violet light in almost equal proportions, 
the v^ same effect will be produced by a much smaUei^ 
number of the blue glasses.''*' The object bei^g to exclude 
the green light, is accomplished l^ the interposition of the 
violet glass, which admits the violet and red in larger 
proportions than the green : and as the blue glass absorbs 
the red more readily than it does the green rays, the 
absence of the latter colour enables it to produce an equal 
effect with a much less depth of the medium. Hence, the 
indigo, which represents the blue glass, is economized by 
interposing the cudbear, which represents the violet, or 
more properly the crimson glass. 

. Amixture of yellow and crimson, upon the si^ae principle, 
produces red. 

We m^y illustrate this by another process in dyeing. The 
natural eolQur ai CQchizi^al is a red inclining to crin^soa ; in 
order then to produce scarlet with this dye, a yellow 
ground is given, either by the mordant, nitro-muriate of 
tin,t alone, or with the addition of weld, or some other 
ingredient, depending on the shade required ; the l^ightest 
oolour, or that which is farthest removed Arom the natural 
colour of the dye, being that which requires the gvefbtest 
depth of yellow. 

This process may be imitated by the combination of a 
deep crimson (violet) with a yellow glass, such as we 
hiElve before described : the former of these glasses excludes 
the green, and the latter the violet light ; consequently the 
red only is freely admitted : if the green is not intercepted 
in an equal degree with the violet, and it requires a eon- 

• This may be confirmed by admitting light through an apertip:© in a ca?d, 
with the different glasses placed before it in the manner described in another part 
of this paper. With one bkte glass tiie accidentid colour is red ; with sereral of 
these glasses, yellow ; with one crimson glass, the accidental colour is green ; 
but with the addition of a mgle Wpe glass, it is yoUow, qnit^ as ficee (ram s^y »ed 
tint as when threes or fonr of the blue glfisses are appUe4 without the omf^n (or 
violet ^lass.) 

t Nitric acid, diluted with wirter, givcui a beautiful yaUcw^ W nwrt, wiliifirt 
any other ingredient. 
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siderable depth of the crimson glass to effbct this, the red 
will be more or less inclined to yellow. 

In making these and similar experiments, we must 
constantly recollect that no colour can be a compound of 
more than two of the primitive colours : we must not, 
therefore, when, for instance, we add red to blue and 
produce violet, suppose that violet is a compound of blue 
and red ; the fict is, that in this, and all similar cases, a 
colanr is discovered which happens to be in excess after the 
other colours are exhausted in the formation of white light. 
Blues dyed with indigo, always transmit and reflect a larger 
portion of violet than of green %ht; hence, the peculiar 
colour of this dye, which is distinguished by forming a 
part of Newton's scale ; and hence, the violet colour which 
is discovered when the green and part of the violet are 
neutralised by the addition of red. The usual method of 
dyeing violet, is to give a light blue ground with indigo, 
and then convert the blue to violet, with cochineal or some 
other criuMon dye. It is remarkable, that the di£Ferent 
simple ooloun are all produced in the greatest perfection 
by a mixture of two compound colours ; thus, crimson and 
yellow form scarlet, blue and yellow form green, and blue 
and crimson forin violet. We have, therefore, just as much 
reason to infer, that red is a compound of crimson and yel- 
low, and violet a compound of crimson and blue, as that 
green is a compound of blue and yellow. 

Before I conclude this paper, I wish to say a few words 
relating to the theory of accidental colours. 

The usual method of obtaining ocular spectra, by impres- 
sing the eye with coloured wafers placed upon a white 
ground, is well known. 

Not being able to produce colours of any great intensity 
by this method, I have tried various others, among which 
the following has been found both convenient and in- 
structive : 

In a card, white on one side and black on the other, I 
cut an aperture, about the sixteenth of an inch in breadth 
and half an inch in length, and place before it coloured 
glass or glasses, which transmit light of the colour upon 
which I want to make the experiment. I then look at the 
aperture, the card being held before a window, until the 

I 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 P. C. on the Colours thai enter into the [Aug. 

eye is sufficiently impressed, and upon then turning to a 
white object, such as a sheet of white paper, I see the image 
of the aperture in the complementary colour. 

My principal inducement to make the experiment in this 
way was, that it gave me a command of colours which I 
had an opportunity of analyzing by other methods, and 
some of which I could not readily . procure by any other 
means. I soon, however, found that it had other advan- 
tages, among which was the ready production of more 
vivid spectra than those procured by the usual method. 

In the course of these experiments, when the white side 
of the card was turned towards the eye, I observed the 
complementary colours playing about the margin of the 
aperture; and having before suspected that this appear-, 
ance, upon which an eminent philosopher has founded a 
new theory of accidental colours, was caused by an invo- 
luntary motion of the eye, which must necessarily bring 
some of the impressed part of it in the direction of the 
white paper, and thus produce the complementary colour, 
I varied the experiment, either by moving the card or my 
eye, and found that the breadth of the fringe corresponded 
with the motion, so that at length it becam^ enlarged to 
the full size of the aperture, which was thus faithfully 
represented on the card. I perceived that the colours of 
the spectra produced in this way were much more vivid 
than when they were transferred to a distant object, and 
I have since usually adopted this mode o)* making the ex- 
periment. 

In order to satisfy myself that this is the true explanation 
of the appearance, I turned the black side of the card 
towards my eye, and when all the light except that which 
passed through the aperture was excluded, by looking 
through a tube, the inside of which was blackened, the 
complementary colour did not appear on the edges. 

If the coloured object be placed on a coloured ground, 
the colour seen upon the margin corresponds with the 
accidental colour produced by other parts of the same 
ground. If, for instance, a red seal is placed upon yellow 
paper, the accidental colour seen upon the same paper is a 
yellow green, corresponding precisely with the colour upon 
the edges, which if the seal is withdrawn .appears to form 
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part of it. The motion of the eye, which when the ohject 
is placed upon a white ground, produces the complemen- 
tary colour upon the margin, causes the edge of the object 
itself to re-*a8sume its usual appearance, and to become even 
more vivid than when the eye is first directed to it ; both 
the primary and the accidental colour being exalted by an 
alternate motion of the eye from one to the other, as we 
have remarked in a former experiment. 

The production of accidental colours may be accounted 
for on principles which are not confined to the sight of the 
eye, but which extend to all the other senses. The first 
sensation, whether of sight, of taste, of smell, of feeling, or 
of hearing, is always the most vivid ; and the impression 
gradually declines from its commencement, so that, if long 
continued, without intermission,* we at length become 
unconscious of its existence. 

Another principle, common to all our senses, is, that 
when the organs are under the influence of strong impres- 
sions, they are rendered incapable of being acted upon by 
weaker impressions o/* Me «ame Ainef, at least with the usual 
effect. 

Upon the latter principle, if we go from the open day 
light into a room in which there is very little Jight, upon 
our first entrance we cannot even perceive the objects which 
surround us, in a short time, however, we discover their 
outlines, which are gradually filled up, until at length the 
most minute distinctions of form and colour become visible. 

In this case, the sensibility of the whole of the retina to 
the three colours which form white light, is impaired by 
the action of the strong light to which it was previously 
exposed, and objects which reflect light of a much lower 
intensity, are consequently invisible until the former im- 
pression is removed, and the eye assumes a state suitable 
to the new circumstances under which it has to perform 
its office. 

If the light to which the eye was previously exposed had 
been of one of the primitive colours Only, the objects within 
the room would have been immediately visible in the two 
other colours, or if its sensibility had been impaired by the 

* The motion of the eye-lids enables us to see colours distinctly for a longer 
time than when this motion is suspended. 
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preriotts action of two of these colours, thdy would haye 
been seen in the colour of the third. 

In the exhibition of fire^works, for instance, when intense 
red light, or any other coloured light, is displayed, surround- 
ing objects immediately afterwards, if illuminated with 
white light, appear of a colour in which the light preriously 
exhibited is deficient ; white objects of course assume its 
complementary colour. 

In order then to account for the phenomena of ocular 
spectra, we have only to transfer the case of a general ifli- 
pression, to an impression upon that part of the retina only 
which has been subjected to the action of light, of any 
particular colour or colours for a Sufficient time to impair 
its sensibility. 

Eyery ray of light makes an impression upon the retina 
independently of every other ray : a correct image of objects 
could not be delineated upon any other principle: and 
although rays of diflTerent colours, when within a certain 
distance of each other, produce a sensation compounded of 
the whole, and not a distinct sensation for each particular 
colour, this sensation is produced by their independent 
action ; it is not a mixture of the light, but a mixture of the 
sensations, which produces, what appears to be, a simple 
impression. 

One part of the retina may therefore have its sensibility 
impaired without its affecting any other part: and any 
part or the whole may be rendered insensible to one colour^ 
and retain its full power as it relates to others.* 

If you think your readers will not be tired of the subject, 
I propose to give in another paper, a class of proofs drawn 
from quite a different source, which I think will be found 
to be of some little importance, independent of their prin* 
cipal object. P. C. 

To the Editor of the Records of General Science. 
June 22nd, 1835. 

I inadvertently stated in my former paper that a larger 
proportion of red than what is required to form crimson 
produces pink, but this is incorrect, pink being a crimson 

* I am here speaking of light of ordinary intensity, reiy strong light, by dis- 
organizing the general functions of the eye, would no doubt produce a more 
extended influence. 
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dilated with white light; the colours produced by this 
mixture kre intermediate shades, approaching to red or 
crbasotii as the proportion of violet light is lessened or 
increased. The accidental colours of these shades of red 
are blueish greens, varying with the different proportion ; 
and as experiments are seldom made with a pure red, 
which, indeed, it would he very difficult to obtain, it is pro- 
bable that the accidental colour of red is stated to be blueish 
green from its having been produced by colours of thiii 
description. 

AbticIiB IV. 

Instances of Spontaneous Combustion^ detailed in a paper read 
before the Royal Irish Academy, 26M May, 1836. By 
M. ScANLAiT, Esq * 

In the beginning of last March a fire broke out in the 
extensive turpentine distillery on Sir John Rogersoa's quay, 
belonging to Mr. John Fish Murphy, which is sepanited 
firom my chemical fiwstory by Windmill Lane. The fire, 
which was speedily got under, was confined to a heap of 
what is termed, by turpentine distillers, chip cidie, and, 
from the circumstances under which it occurred, could not 
be attributed to any other cause than the act of an incen- 
diary, or to the spontaneous ignition of this chip cake. 

As spontaneous combustion of this substance had never 
occurred before in Mr. Murphy's distillery, nor in that of 
his father, an extensive distiller of turpentine, for many 
years, at Stratford in Essex, I, at first, doubted that the 
fire could have originated in this way; however, on inquiry, 
I found his mode of working had been, on this particular 
occasion, difierent from that usually employed in his distil- 
lery, and, experiments which he kindly permitted me to 
make, have since proved beyond doubt that combustion did 
take place spontaneously. 

Raw turpentine, as it comes from America, in. barrels, 
includes a considerable quantity of impurity, consisting 
of chips of wood, leaves, and leaf stalks.f It was hitherto 

* ConmoBuitod by Hm Author. 

t TI» feUowing ©itrwt from the letter of a Frfench turpentine merchant^ will 
^eoant for the t>resenc(B 6f these foreign bodies, to obtain the turpentine " the 
fir timber is chopped about a man's height dowii its side with an axe, not hand" 
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the practice, in Mr. Murphy's distillery, as it is in England 
to heat the raw turpentine up to a teinperature of about 1 9/OPf 
as I found by plunging a thermometer into one of his large 
copper pans, and to strain the turpentine, thus liquified, 
from the impurities, previously to introducing it into the 
atill, where it is submitted to distillation in the usual way, 
with a portion of water, yielding turpentine oil, which 
distils over along with the water and rosin which remains 
behind in the still. The chips, when separated by a wire 
strainer, still retain a quantity of adhering turpentine worth 
saving, and with this view are transferred to a large close 
vat, where they are exposed for some time to the action of 
steam Aimished by a boiler kept for this purpose, as well 
as for steaming the empty barrels, in order to remove any 
turpentine that may adhere to them. Still, however, the 
chips are a good deal imbued with resinous matter, and in 
this state form a loose porous mass, which the turpentine 
distiller calls chip cake, a material which is used by the 
poor in the neighbourhood as fuel. 

As long as the process I have just described was pursued, 
which is the London mode, and that which produces the 
best rosin, no accident occurred from fire in Mr. Murphy's 
premises, although I have frequently seen immense heaps 
of this chip cake collected together in his yard ; but, on 
making trial of a different plan, namely, that practised by 
a Dublin distiller, Mr. Price of Lincoln Lane, the accident 
in question occurred. 

On this occasion, the raw turpentine, together with its 
impurities, was put directly into the still ,( along with the 
proper quantity of water, and the boiling rosin at the end of 
the operation strained from the chips. 

The chip cake resulting from a single operation thus 
conducted, was laid in a heap outside the still house, at 
three o'clock in the afternoon, and at midnight was observed 
to be in flames. 

In the first mentioned process it is obvious the chips were 
never exposed to a higher degree of temperature than 212^ ; 

deep, and afterwards higher up. The torpentme dr rosin pai is scraped up from 
the foot of the tree. That which is on the side-wound, when scraped off, is white, 
and called galUy pot, of which the burning incense is made. It does not yield so 
much turpentine spirit as the pat," — Edit. 
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but in the latter, especially when it is the object of the 
manufacturer to maJ^e amber rosin, the temperature to 
which they are exposed is much higher. 

The first experiment I made was on the 16th March. I 
found the temperature of the boiling rosin, in the still, to 
be 250"^ when the turpentine oil and water had been distilled 
off, the fire just drawn from under the still, and when the 
liquid rosin was in the act of being strained from the chips 
which were introduced into the still with the turpentine. 

I had the whole of the chip cake resulting from this 
distillation carried into my own yard, upon a wire screen, 
and left in the open air, with a view of watching its progress. 

The temperature increased gradually in the centre of the 
heap, although externally it became quite cold and brittle. 
In four hours, in fact, a thermometer thrust into the centre 
of the porous mass indicated a temperature of 400^ ; a good 
deal of vapour was now giren off, and the adhering rosin 
in the heated parts began to acquire a high colour; the 
smell could be perceived at a considerable distance from my 
premises ; it was a mixed smell of pitch and rosin. 

The chip cake, in this experiment, was first exposed to 
the air at one o*clock in the afternoon, and, though it rained 
during the night, at half-past seven the following morning 
it burst into a flame. 

In a second experiment, I placed the chip cake in an open 
tar barrel, having three holes bored in its bottom, about 
two inches diameter each, and it did not take fire till the 
expiration of thirty-six hours ; but the temperature of the 
mass was lowered by removal from the wire strainer to the 
barrel, and besides, I am of opinion the limited access of air 
retarded the combustion. 

In a third trial which I made, combustion took place in 
five hours : but in this experiment the temperature of the 
boiling rosin drawn from the still was 260^, and the chip 
cake was laid, as in the first experiment, on the wire screen ; 
the wind, too, was very high. The screen, in this case, was 
raised a few inches from the ground, in order to let the 
rbsin, as it melted, drip away, which it did in abundance. 

It appeared to me as if the porous mass became slowly 
red hot, in the centre, like a pyrophorps, and as if the vapour 
and gaiseous matter arising from the decomposed rosin which 
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lnyimtnedintely beimtli,w%re iiiflttiiad on aoiriiag ia cMtiiet 
with it. I ynib standing by when it suddenly burst into 
flame, and I thought, at the time) had the melted rosin 
been permitted to drop into waiter, or had it fidlen to such 
a distance as not to be k^ liquid by the radiant heat from 
the red hot mass above, that there would have been no 
flame, but silent combustion. 

I have since learned from Mr. Price, in whose distillery 
it has always been the practice to put the unstrained turpen- 
tine into the still, that he was well aware of the &ct which 
it is the object of this paper to record, from a fire having 
occurred several years ago on his premises, when in the 
possession of his predecessor, Mr* James Price, and that, 
ever since, they cool down the chip cake, immediately on 
removal from the still, with water, and afterwards use it as 
&el under the still. 

An instance of spontaneous combusiicm occurred with my 
fiwnd Mr. Philip Coffey, of the Dock Distillery, which 
is worth relating while on this subject. 

He had made a quantity, of the mixture used in theatres 
for producing red light, a powder consisting of nitrate of 
strontian, sulphur, chlorate of potash, and sulphuret of 
antimony, with a little lamp-black. A paper parcel of this 
'' red fire, " of about a pound or two by weight, was left by 
him on a shelf in a store-room where there was no fire nor 
dUidle light ; the following day, while reading in an adjoin- 
ing ro(Mn, he perceived a smell as if some of this powder 
were burning, and, on examination, he found it had ignited 
spontaneously on the shelf and was actually consumed. 

M. SOAKLAN. 

Sir John Itoger$on'$ Quay^ Dvbliny 
29^A June, 1836. 



Article V. 

On an easy method of measuring Prismatic Spectra. By 
Mb. Akdrbw Pritchard. 

It may be questioned whether any important discovery 
relating to the prismatic spectrum formed by decomposing 
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common light, has been announced, since that of its hetero- 
geneous nature by the illustrious Newton, with the exception 
of the synchronical detection by WoUaston and Fraunhofer, 
of the constant dark lines which were found in every in- 
stance, to maintain a fixed and determinate distance from 
each other. 

The actual measurements and relatiye extents of the 
intervening spaces, may thus be considered^ as important 
data; and any contrivance, however simple, for determining 
their exact places, will be, it is presumed, acceptable to 
the practical observer. I therefore propose to describe a 
very facile method of effecting this purpose, prefixing a 
brief account of Fraunhofer's telescope for viewing and 
examining the spectrum. This telescope has a small achro- 
matic object glass, dose before which is placed a short 
prism, one side of it making a small angle with the axis of 
the instrument. For viewing the image a positive eye- 
piece is employed, producing a magnifying power of between 
twenty and thirty times. In other respects it resembles a 
small astronomical telescope, having however a much longer 
range of adjustment, so as to render the image of a near 
object distinct. Now, the method employed by me of ob- 
teining the measurement, consists simply in the addition of 
a circular glass micrometer, placed at the focus of the object 
glass^ it being obvious to every person acquainted with a 
telescope, that a series of equal divisions placed in the plane 
of the focus of the eye-glass, will measure the relative dis- 
tances occurring between the several dark lines in the 
spectrum, the places of greatei^t intensity of the different 
tints, or any other phenomena that may present them- 
selves. By drawing equi-distant and similar lines upon 
paper, the image presented by the spectrum may be laid 
down with the greatest accuracy, or indeed when the 
colours are sufficiently vivid, they may at once be thrown 
on the paper by a camera lucida eye piece. 

The micrometers used by me are discs of glass, with from 
50 to 100 divisions to the inch, and are similar in construc- 
tion to those employed with my microstopes, except in the 
omission of the cross lines which are drawn upon the 
$ar£Eu^ of the latter. 

263, Strand, near Tempk Bar, June, 1835. 
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Article VI. 

Experiments and Observations on Visible Vibration, By 

Charles Tomlinson, Esq. 

(continued from vol. i. p. 439.J 

60. It is known that during the vibration of a stretched 
cord, a series of tones may be heard, together with the 
fundamental note, which are called harmonics, from the 
circumstance of their forming harmony, and presenting to 
the ear a pleasing combination. It has also been generally 
understood, in all instruments capable of yielding har- 
monics, that these latter decidedly harmonize with another 
tone heard at the same time. If this were universally the 
case, the term harmonic would be correct; but having 
recently noticed an important exception to the general 
system of harmonics^ I propose, in the present paper, to 
substitute the term secondary tones^ instead of the generally 
adopted term. 

61 . When a musical glass, free from sensible interference, 
(12, 49) is vibrated by the moistened finger, a note is pro- 
duced which may be termed the fundamental tcme of the 
glass ; but by varying the force or manner of the pressure 
of the finger on the periphery of the glass,* one, and even 
two secondary tones can be elicited in succession, sometimes 
concordant, but generally discordant in reference to the 
fundamental note, and to each other. These tones would, 
in musical language, be termed harmonics, but, in truth, 
harmony is seldom produced. In one instance I have found 
the secondary note to be C sharp, which remained always 
the same, however the original fundamental note was 
lowered by the addition to the glass of water or mercury, 
(56, 66). In another instance, three tones were heard, the 
lowest of which remained stationary, while the other two 
varied according to the quantity of fluid in the goblet ; and 
the intervals between the notes have varied from three semi- 
tones to nearly, and sometimes beyond, an octave.f Thus, 

* The method of doing this I find it difficult to describe in writing. It is one 
of those habits which practice alone can produce. 

t My respected friend, Mr. George Dodd, to whom I am considerably indebted 
for kind and valuable assistance in procuring results to be stated in this and one 
or two subsequent papers, has, within the last few days* informed me that if an 
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it will be seen that the production of the isecondary tones 
does not depend on the same causes which r^ulate the 
nodal divisions of a string, but on circumstances which I 
feel some hesitation in stating, as the real and satisfactory 
causes for the production of the above results. Yet, I feel 
that if I can only approach to an explanation, something 
will be gained ; a small portion of a mystic page of Nature's 
exquisite volume may perchance become divested of a small 
portion of its obscurity, and, I am sure, that if the theory I 
am about to propound be considered untenable, from the 
following facts, I will immediately abandon it and seek new 
facts to support another theory sufficient to explain the 
phenomena of secondary tones, submitting, at the same 
time, that the following results (62, 63, 64, 65), are suffici- 
ently curious, in themselves, to merit some attention in 
connexion with the almost universal phenomena of vibra- 
tory action. 

62. I have before stated my belief (54) that the active 
or positive vibration of a glass goblet is confined to its 
interior, the exterior being in a negative or diminished 
state of vibration. If one goblet be fixed within a larger 
one, so that the latter shall completely contain the former, 
and water be placed within and without the interior glass, 
and the latter be vibrated, it will be seen that the exterior 
undulse are considerably smaller in quantity and extent than 
those within. Mercury may be employed with the same, 
and even with more satisfactory results, as its great density 
allows solids to rest, from its surface, against the exterior 
or interior surfiEtces of the inner vessel, as may be required, 
and the vibration or non- vibration of the solid bodies, such 
as shots, pieces of iron wire, &c., will, I think, sufficiently 
indicate the positive or negative states of the two surfaces 
of the glass. 

63. Having poured mercury within and water without 
the interior glass, the fundamental note which was originally 
(61) D within the stave, was lowered to 6 within the stave 
when the mercury vibrated well ; a shot placed on the 
mercury leaning against the interior surface of the inner 
glass was violently agitated, (15) and a piece of iron wire 

earthenware or porcelain mug, basin, or cup, &c., be placed lightly on the hand, 
and the edge struck, two notes will generally be heard, which seldom harmonize, 
but haye an interval of about one whole tone between them. 
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eurried round in a direction contrary to the finger (30). 
I then produced the secondaiy tone C sharp within the 
ttave, and the mercury, the bTkxU and the wire, were alto- 
g^her qaieseent, while the water without the glass was in 
a state of active vibration. 

€4. It must not t|6 imagined that the secondary tones 
are fiunt and almost inarticulate, nor that they are pro- 
dueed by partial vibration of the upper edge of the ^lass 
alone ; on the contrary, they are nearly as strong and quite 
aa clear as the fundamental note of the glass. If the ends 
of the fingers be placed on the exterior surface of the glass, 
active vibration is immediately appreciated ; whereas, when 
the glass yields the fundamental note, the hand maybe 
placed round the exterior of the glass * in any part, or a 
cloth may be folded round it without altering the note, or 
sensibly diminishing the vibration of a fluid within ; the 
clearness of the note, however, is somewhat diminished 
(21). The glass may also be filled with water within a 
quarter of an inch of the edge, and the fundamental and 
secondary tones produced with the same vibrating and non* 
vibrating results as respects the fluid or liquid contents of 
the vessel : but the terms positive and negative states of 
vibration, are, of course, only to be understood in relation 
toeooh otheo* ; for during the production of the fundamental 
note, both the interior and exterior of the glass vibrate 
imd the hand is sensible of the vibration, though I do not 
believe the partial vibration of the exterior surface to affect 
the production of the real fundamental tone. 

63. It will be understood, that in speaking of the funda- 
mental tone of a glass, I intend that tone produced under 
ordinary circumstances from a musical glass, when mercury 
or water, &c. within such glass vibrates readily. Strictly, 
the real fundamental tone is produced when the glass con- 
tains only air, and such a tone is superior to a^y other that 
may be produced by the addition of liquids, (51). The 
aecondaiy tones can be produced whatever may be the con- 
tents of the glass ; and the effect is peouliaiy novel and 
pleaaiii^, when a single glasa is employed containing eitbev 
mercury, water, or liquids that will vibrate (23), and whosei 
specific gravity is less than that of water (59). By practice 
I have atti^ined considerable facility in bringing out the 
• Firfi («1.) for " inwie^" read " outndA." 
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fleeandary tones, and in passing* finxn them to tlie Ainda- 
mental, or from the Aindamental to the seoondarj ton^ 
without shifting the finger from the glass. Thus, during 
the continuance of the ftindamental tone, the mercury or 
liquid vibrates readily, and instantaneously becomes quies* 
cent during the vibration of the secondary tone, and so on 
alternately. I have even produced the fundamental tone 
from one semicircle of the glass, and the secondary tone 
from the other semicircle, so that during one whole circuit 
of the finger round the glass, the contents have been 
alternately vibrating and quiescent ; and if the doublf glass 
(62) be employed, the fluids within and without the interior 
glass, are alternately in a state of vibration and quiescence 
during one whole revolution of the finger. 

66. I therefore venture to deduce from the statements 
in the foregoing part of this paper, the following |»opo* 
sitions : — 

1. That a series af seeondcsry tones can he ppodueed by the 

mhratum of a glass fohkt^ which tones do not necessarily 
hatmonize with the fundamental note of the ylass. 

2. That the interior surfaee of the glass is in a state of posi'- 

tioe viAratian during the production of the fUndammtal 
note^ the exterior being nogatiee. 

3. That the exterior svrfbuee of the glass is in a state of posi" 

ItM vibration during the production of the secondary 
tonesy the interior being negative. 

67. There are few solids in nature incapable of yielding 
musical tones. All earthenware and porcelain utensils will 
yield such tones by passing the moistened finger round 
their edges. I am informed that a musical instrument has 
even been constructed and fine tones produced by the vibra- 
tion of blocks of granite of peculiar and varying shapes. 
I have produced musical notes from lumps of ice, and it is 
known that by giving lead a peculiar shape it will elicit a 
musical sound. I have procured loud and shrill tones 
from watch glasses and from a great variety of plane surfaces 
of window gla^s. Fracture is, I believe, pjfl;e^ Qcca«ioned 
by the e&ortA of the glass to vibrate isoehronously with an 
externally vibrating object. Thus, a thin goblet may be 
fractured by the unisonant human voice. The pane^ of our 
windows are constantly undergoing severe discipline from 
the action of hail, rain, and wind, from violent opening 
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and shutting, and the estimable industry of the housemaid's 
love of cleanliness ; all which operations would certainly 
throw the glass into a vibratory state, so active, as to induce 
fracture were it not that the vibrations are neutralized by 
the wooden frame, and to this latter circumstance does the 
glass owe its security and we our comfort ; for how incon- 
venient would it be if so beautifully available and yet so 
fragile an article as glass were to be subject to all the 
casualties resulting from brittleness and imperfect elasti- 
city! wind, rain, hail, would then compel us to substitute 
the opaque and inconvenient defences of our ancestors, 
wooden-shutters. I have been tempted into this common- 
place digression from the circumstance of having just 
knocked from my table on to the floor a valuable astrono- 
mical diagram, painted on glass, and bordered with a thin 
mahogany frame, sufficient, in this instance, it seems, to 
prevent fracture. I now proceed to consider the secondaiy 
tones produced by the vibration of metallic bells. 

68. I was anxious to ascertain what relation the secondary 
tones of a large bell bore to its fundamental note, and for 
this purpose I availed myself of the excellent musical ear 
of my friend, Mr. Dodd, during his too short sojourn with 
me, and we went accompanied by a flute to the large bell 
of Salisbury Cathedral. We arrived at the belfry a few 
minutes before six o'clock, when I immediately placed my- 
self within the bell, and found that I could stand erect in it 
without much inconvenience. A few seconds before striking 
I closed my right ear with my right hand, and placed the 
points of the fingers of my left hand in contact with the 
interior surface of the bell : with the first stroke of the 
clapper the efiect was somewhat startling and unpleasant, 
my left hand and arm became slightly convulsed, and the 
sensation was that of handling the poles of a large galvanic 
battery ; at the same moment I also experienced a sense of 
fulness in the head, and a strong pressure on the tympanum.* 

* These sensations may explain somewhat the evident! j anxious and •uncom- 
fortable appearance of some domestic animals, such as cats, dogs, &c., during the 
sound of cert&i notes on musical instruments. I have known pets of this descrip. 
tion hurry from the room when music has commenced, and if the door were closed, 
I have seen them stand whining for some one to offer them an exit. I am ac- 
quainted with one sagacious dog that seldom barks in the drawing-room wherein 
an upright piano stands, his bark causing seyeral chords to yibrate sympathetically 
to his eyident annoyance. 
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These unpleasant sensations were immediately removed by 
withdrawing my hand from the bell, which, so long as I 
ceased to touch, I experienced no inconvenience whatever ; 
but, on the contrary, a somewhat pleasurable feeling, re- 
sulting from an apparent sense of a vast number of notes 
rapidly changing, and as rapidly returning to the same 
point. The vibration of the bell continued about a minute 
and a half after the last stroke, and it was quite evident 
that several notes were produced, besides the fundamental 
note, which was E flat, within the stave. With the last 
stroke the octave notes above and below were heard, and, 
as the sound gradually subsided, the third and fifth harmo- 
nics were just sensible to the ear. We could not, however, 
assure ourselves of the relative values of these notes by 
simply listening, but a few minutes after the hour had 
struck, we vibrated the bell on various parts of the exterior 
surface by means of the knuckle and palm of the hand, the 
result being the production of five different tones, all in 
perfect harmony with each other, E flat, G, B flat, E flat all 
in the same octave, and another E flat, at least, two octaves 
below the fundamental note of the bell ; but these different 
notes seemed to belong to distinct parts of the bell ; thus, 
at the lower edge the fundamental E flat was loudest ; the 
other notes were also heard but in a subdued tone; at about 
half way up, the G was distinctly brought out, jand at the 
upper part where the vertical sides merge into the horizontal, 
B flat prevailed ; while close upon the axis we distinguished 
the upper E flat; but, in all these instances the major 
chords of the octave were perceptible, the only difference 
being found in the circumstance, that different notes predo- 
minated at different and distinct parts of the bell. We also 
found that notes in another key could be produced by 
striking the bell at parts away from those at which the 
harmonics prevailed ; in this case, single secondary tones 
could be produced of an isolated character, vague and in- 
distinct, differing in a marked degree from the pleasing 
harmonies, as elicited from the four points above described. 
!S9. The foregoing explanation will be better appreciated 
by reference to the following figure : — 



VOli II. 
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The figure of tbe bell represents that of Salisbury Catti^- 
dral, the dimensions of which I find to be nearly as follows :--«- 

Fe^L Inches. 
Diameter 4 






Circumference at bottom . . 13 
Circumference at top ... 7 
Depth 3 „ 3' 

1 . The fundamental tone, E flat. 

2. The third harmonic, G. 

3. The fifth, B flat. 

4. The octave, E flat. 

5. The acute harmonic, E flat. 

6. The grave harmonic, E flat. 

The average thickness of the vertical parts of the bell 
seems to be about three inches and a half, or four inches. 
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and I should obfenre, that the eziBteoce of the very high E 
fiat (marked 6) is somewhat doabtfal. 

70. la a Fecent yisit to London, Mr. Dodd was so kind 
as to accompany me to th4 large hour bell of St. Paul's 
Cathedral. Our observatioiis produced similar results, but 
the very inconrenient footing among the rafters of the 
belfry, the noise of the busy world below^ and the great 
thickness of the metal (ten inches) all militated against 
accurate observations, and differed much from the monastic 
f^tillness of our former serial observatory in the tower of 
Salisbary CiUh^ral. As fieir as we could perceive, the rela- 
tive distinctness of the tones was not much varied by strik- 
ing on different parts of the exterior surface ; but the major 
third and the major fifth were iilways perceptible, while 
the tone of the grave harmonic was of so vast and splendid 
a character* that it was difficult to determine to what octave 
it belonged. 

71. We also remarked a euru>us instance of interference. 
When the bell was struck with the palm of the hand 
frequently and at regular intervals, one note seemed to . 
prevail ; but when a sudden blow wafi given at a smaller 
interval of time, the isoehronism of the vibrations was dis-> 
turbed, and the product was a note two whole tones higher 
than before. 

72. The two smaller bells which chime the quarters have 
for their fundamental tones E and A, with the secondary 
tones O sharp and B ; and C sharp and E. Immediately 
after the quarters have chimed, these bells afford a fine 
example of interfering sounds ; the intervals of silence 
being well marked and distinct. These intervals cannot^ 
however, he considered to owe their origin to the causes 
befoie stated (12), but to certain systems of undulating 
eircles of air, meeting and combining. 

* The Gennan stuilent will not fail to remember the immortd produetia» of 
Scfailler, ** Das Lied T<m dot Otecke." 

" Vott dem Povm, 
Schvar vmd bimg, 
Tont die Glocke 
Grabgeaaag." 

" Vom reinlicben metalle. 

Bein und voU die Stimme achalle." 
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73. The results of these observations on the three bells 
of St. Paul's may be thus stated. 

Fundamental Tones. Secondary Tones. 

Large bell A D. F. sharp A 

1st Small bell . . . E 6 sharp B 
2nd Small bell ... A C sharp E 

74. From these experiments and observations on bells, I 
feel no hesitation in stating the fourth proposition of this 
paper. 

That during the vibration of a bell^ formed of the tisual metal^ 
a series of secondary tones are elidt^y which . bear a 
strict musical relation to the fundamental note. 
In stating this proposition, I have purposely omitted 
mention of those solitary notes mentioned at the latter 
part of (68), being willing to make further experiments 
and observations on this point, the only one perhaps that 
bears any analogy to the discordant secondary notes of the 
glass goblet. I desire also to state that although the subject 
of this paper scarcely comes under Visible Vibration, still 
I have retained the term, because I have found it con- 
venient for the sake of reference, to consider this paper as 
part of the two preceding. In the subsequent papers the 
term visible will be found more applicable. 

75. I cannot better conclude this paper, than by giving 
an account of some very singular phenomena noticed, within 
the last week or two, by my friend Mr. George Dodd. 

Mention has been already made (61, note) of the production 
of two tones by the percussion of an earthenware mug, &c. As 
it was thought probable, that friction on the edge had afforded 
a similar result, and had been overlooked by me, Mr. Dodd 
vibrated a common blue cylindrical cup, and found not only 
that two notes, D and E, were produced separately, but that 
they each alternated four times during one revolution of the 
finger : that is, there were four points during the revolution 
where D was produced, and four other points which pro- 
duced E. These points were not exactly equi-distant, for 
reasons before mentioned (12.), but the alternations were 
very distinct. A jug with a lip was next tried, with the 
same results, the lip offering no obstruction to the develope- 
ment of the tones. On pouring water into these vessels the 
notes produced were lower in the scale (54.), and what is 
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remarkable, the intervals between the notes were observed 
to lessen in proportion as water was added, so that when the 
vessel was quite full, the two notes seemed to become uni- 
sonant. Tea cups of different dimensions produced similar 
results ; but Mr. Dodd was not attended with equal success 
when saucers and plates were employed, probably on account 
of the difficulty of holding them without disturbing the 
vibrations, the former vessels being held by the bottom rim 
and not by the handles. 

In r^>eating these experiments I found it necessary, in 
order to succeed, to follow Mr. Bodd's directions, and listen 
for a '^ still small voice, " the sounds produced bearing the 
same relation to musical notes as a whisper does to the voice. 
The intervals between the notes were never more than .three 
semi-tones, and can be determined by a tolerably accurate 
musical ear. The eight divisions of the rim may likewise 
be observed by striking every part of the^edge gently with 
a quill ; at four points a certain note is heard ; at four other 
points a higher note, and at the intermediate parts both are 
heard together : and, indeed, the same will result by striking 
either the interior or exterior surfaces, as well as the edge. 
In some instances, there was a difference in the strength of 
the two notes, which inclined Mr. Dodd to think that one 
of them mi^ht be analagous to & beat in the intervals of the 
other ; but, in general, the notes were so nearly equal in 
intensity, that eight vertical nodal lines are supposed to 
exist, each of which, separates two vibrating arcs which 
produce different notes. 

Brawn Street, Salisbury, Sth July 1835. 



Article VII. 

PwrificatUm of pyroliyneous add and manufacture of acetate 
of lime, according to the method adopted by chemical manu- 
facturers. By Chr. Phil. Pruckk^r, of Hof.* 

Introduction. — From his first connexion with the manu- 
facture of pyroligneous acid, which has been on a great 
scale, Priickner endeavoured to fall upon the cheapest and 
quickest method of purifying it from the foreign matter 

* firdmann und Scbweigger-Seidel's Journal fur Praktiscbe Chemie^ iv, i^l. 
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trith wUeh it is mix^. This objeet has been fiirtfaer 
proseouted itiore rscentlj by Dr. Reiehettbftcfa, who has 
separated several substances which make their appearance 
during its purification. 

At the time when Priickner first engl^ed in the mannfac* 
ture of this acid, these substances were unknown, and conse* 
quently his view of the theory of the method of obtaining 
it pure, was quite different from that pointed out by Reidien- 
bach. Now, however, when we possess an accurate know* 
ledge of the products which come over in the purification 
viz. CreoBote Picaimar€j Parajfin, &c., we may expect that 
the process about to be described will be improved, so that 
the last traces of foreign matter may be entirely removed* 
The author considers that the present memoir, will not be 
destitute of interest for a considerable period to the practi- 
cal chemist, as the process described has been so frequently 
repeated and examined, and that the publication will be of 
advantage to proprietors and managers of chemical manu- 
fectories, who may, from the remarks offered, be enabled 
to improve the process, by bringing the additional informa* 
tion which may be acquired by the consideration of new 
discoveries, to bear upon the subject. 

Many manufacturing chemists have long been endeavour*^ 
ing to purify pyroligneous acid in differeiit ways. The pro* 
cess of Mollerat of Pellerey, who, by the formation of a 
great chemical manufactory of this article, not only supplies 
it for the use of France, but also exports it, is sufficiently 
well known. It consists in forming the acetate of soda by 
the double decomposition of acetate of lime and sulphate of 
soda ; the acetate of soda being then roasted, the empyreu- 
matic matter is driven off and the pure acetate of soda 
remains. The objection to the use of this salt is, that at 
an elevated temperature it melts^ and that the sur&ee of 
it gradually becomes dry, while in the interior much water 
still exists, and great difficulty is experienced in getting rid 
of it, while to the acetate of lime the same objection is not 
applicable. 

Preparation of the Acetate of Lime. — ^The crude pyrolig- 
neous acid which is distilled from hard species of trees, as 
the beech, oak, or alder, or from soft pines, receives a pre- 
paratory purification in the following manner :«^As much 



Digitized by 



Google 



1835.] Purifieaiitm of PyroUgnetm Acid, ^c. . 185 

as possiUe of the oil mixed with t«r trhieh swispts on the 
sorfaoe is remoTed meehanioally. This is best effiBcled aft^r 
the acid has beeii allowed to settle for a day, A cask w 
iBTge tub, with a double perforated inlaid bottom (einlege- 
boden) like the alkaline cask of the soap-boiler, is tfa^a 
tak^i and filled to the height of an indi with straw* This 
is overlaid by a pieee of coarse sack-cloth, which is cut out 
in the form of the bottom. Over this is placed six inebea 
of moist wood sawings, which are pressed down and smoothed 
by means of a wooden club. To prevent the sawings from 
being displaced and from swimming about, they are covered 
to the depth of four inches with a layer of gravel. A certain 
quantity of impure acid is then poured into this filtering 
apparatus which is termed a filtering cask, and passing, 
through is discharged by a cock at the bottom. The tar i» 
taken up by the gravel. Should the quantity of this be so 
great as to obstruct the passage of the acid, the sand may 
be stirred up from above with a ladle. 

The acid which has thus been filtered is now placed in a 
large cast-iron vessel, which is filled up to within ten inches 
of the brim. Heat is then applied, and during its action, 
lime-water previously passed through a hair seive, to free it 
from foreign particles, is added until the acid is neutralized. 
The approach to this point may be detected without the 
use of litmus paper, merely from the colour of the liquid, 
whidb becomes darker and passes from a blackish brown into 
a deep brownish red colour. A great excess of lime is then 
added. To a bucket of neutralized acid, containing 120 
pounds (Udlbs. troy) half a pound, (*479 lbs. troy) is added 
in excess. This super-saturation is absolutely necessary ; be- 
cause the lime combines with a great quantity of empyreu- 
matic rosin and oily matter in the acid, forming insoluble 
compounds which are separated first. The next object is 
to bring the solution to the boiling point, and to avoid its 
boiling over. When a scum appears, the boiling should be 
carried on gently, and the matter swimming on the surfac^e 
removed, as completely as possible, by means of a ladle during 
the whole process of boiling. The solution in this manner 
being reduced to one half, is then cooled and clarified in 
the cask and allowed to stand for 30 or 48 hours. In this 
state it is called the solution of the first boiling. 
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To obtain the solution of the second boiling after the 
necessary clarification; the liquid is drawn off into the 
same vessel after it has been cleaned, or into another iron 
vessel of the same description. The sediment is thrown 
upon a filtering cloth and set aside. For the second eva- 
poration a shallow vessel is employed, whose depth is not 
above 14 inches. Priickner uses a vessel of 4 or 5 feet 
long and 2 to 3 broad as being most convenient. The fire 
burns under it, upon the grate of a wind furnace, and 
stretches under the bottom of the vessel towards the chinmey . 
When the solution of the second boiling is heated, the 
free lime must be neutralized with pyroligneous acid as 
long as reddened litmus paper is coloured blue. When 
evaporated to two-thirds or one-half, the solution may be 
freed from any impurities by passing it through a linen 
filter, or placing it in a cask and allowing it to cool and 
settle. 

The liquid having been treated in this way should be 
again placed in the flat vessel, and by a gentle heat evapo- 
rated to a mass, which while warm, should possess the con- 
sistence of thick turpentine, and after cooling should not 
stick to the fingers, but should rather crumble down when 
pressed. Considerable care is necessary towards the end 
of this process. When the solution is beginning to become 
thick it must be stirred with a curved iron spatula, of such 
a length, that it may extend over the whole vessel, in order 
to prevent the salt mass from being burned. 

The acetate of lime now half dry, is transferred from the 
evaporating vessel to a stone or iron plate, and spread by 
means of the spatula to the depth of 2 or 3 inches, for the 
purpose of cooling. It should not remain so long as to 
attract much moisture, but should speedily be subjected to 
the last operation, the drying and roasting of the salt. 

The drying fumctce is a simple wind furnace, 7 or 8 feet 
long, 4^ to 6 feet broad, built of brick ; at 6 inches above 
the ground is the ash-pit, 8 inches broad and 12 inches high, 
which is covered with a grate of bricks. The fire-place is 
20 inches high and 10 inches broad at the grate ; over it is 
an arch of bricks, so that the fire cannot play on and heat 
very highly, th^ iron drying plate lying on the side of the 
hearth. The space below the drying plate is separated 
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from the hearth, by a partition of bricks 3 or 4 inches high ; 
12 inches above the outlet of the earth there is a layer of 
iron bars 1} to 2 feet from each other, and upon these is 
deposited the drying plate. This consists of cast-iron -^ of 
an inch thick, and is formed according to the size of the 
fiirnace. Round the plate the furnace is built up to the 
height of 10 inches, on the side of the front wall, leaving 
room for doors, which may be calculated at 2} feet. These 
doors are two, one above the other, through which the whole 
interior of the furnace can be inspected. They are formed 
of plate«iron, and have in their middle a sliding door to 
admit of the exit of the vapour firom the acetate of lime 
and of some ventilation. A wall built at the end of the 
plate or a clay partition separates the whole of the drying 
plate from the chimney. In the walls of the furnace, 
iron-bars are fixed, and upon these lies a second drying 
plate which covers the drying space. This plate as it does 
not come in contact with the fire may consist of good 
iron or of clay. 

Above this drying space another is formed by means 
of the chimney. The heat passes as well under as above 
the drying space, and passes into the chimney, which is 
situated at the side of the furnace, and can be shut by a 
valve. In the drying space the temperature is usually be- 
tween 60° and 90° R. (167° to 234^° F.) 

Turf forms the best material for fuel as it does not burn 
rapidly, and produces a steady and equal temperature. 

Drying of the Acetate of Lime. — When the furnace is 
thoroughly and equally heated, the flame of the fire is 
allowed to subside. If wood is employed as fuel, the sliding 
door should be opened at the commencement, in order to 
allow the moisture to escape. The salt is transferred from 
the evaporating vessel to the drying plate, and spread out 
to the depth of two inches ; and, after the first portion has 
become somewhat dry, the depth is increased to four or five 
inched ; the heat is preserved at the degree already men- 
tioned for twenty-four hours, and during this time the salt 
is turned several times. Subsequently, when the mass 
appears to be becoming dry, the temperature may be in- 
creased to 100° (267- F.) so as to dry it completely. The 
mass is dry and properly roasted when it possesses the 
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following ehataelers : It must, bdbre oooUng, be brittle, 
easily crumbled between the fingers, mixed with blackisb 
carbonaceous points or streaks, between whick appear white 
pieces of dry salt. A solution of the comminuted salt, in 
four or six times its volume of hot water, possesses a yel- 
lowish brown colour with a dark tinge, while previously 
it had a reddish brown colour. 

When the heat is increased towards the end of the pro- 
cess, as described, care must be taken to do it gradually, 
so that no smoke shall rise from the acetate, because it 
might thus be decomposed. Neither must any spark be 
permitted to come in contact with the acetate of lime; 
because, like sugar of lead, it possesses the property, in 
these circumstances, of catching fire and burning, by which 
the whole dry preparation would be completely destroyed. 
The treatment of the acetate of lime in this manner, by 
means of gradual drying, as experience has shewn, possesses 
many advantages over the method of drying the salt in ain 
open vessel, because there is no loss of ace tic acid, as always 
occurs by the latter process. The operator has the prepara- 
tion completely in his power, and with little expense of 
fuel and time, many hundred weights of salt can be pre- 
pared at once. 

This process does not merely extend to the removal of 
the moisture from the acetate of lime, but a chemical in- 
fluence is exerted by means of it. Because, it is certain 
that the substances formed by dry distillation, which have 
been recently distinguished by Reichenbach, are partly 
dissipated by the heat, and partly decomposed ; the acetate 
of lime possessing very different properties before and 
after the process. After the process the salt does not 
imbibe water so readily as it did previously. After solution , 
filtration and evaporation, a much purer product is ob- 
tained than before, and upon the filter a resinous matter 
remains, the constituents of which have not yet been ex- 
amined. After the completion of the previous steps the 
operator proceeds to the next, the 

Separation of pure PyroUffneous and Acetic Acid. — Into a 
east iron retort, capable of holding 30 measures of water, 
(of 2 lbs. Vienna weight), introduce 20 lbs. (Vienna weight) 
of dry acetate of lime, and then 5 lbs. of water, and stir the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1H36.] Purificatum of Pyt-oUgneaus Add, ^c. 130 

mixture well ap by means of a wooden spatula. Thi» pre- 
paratton slioiild be made in the erening, and the mixture 
allowed to stand till the morning. On the following day 
20 lbs. of English sulphurie aeid, diluted with 5 lbs* of water 
should be added^ and the coyer of the retort cemented. 

The eoTer should be made of pure tin, and united with a 
refrigatory, whose tube is also formed of the same metal. 
Priickner. considers porcelain preferable to tin for the com- 
position of the cover, or rough burned clay (^nicht dtarch^ 
switzenderj, the latter of which he himself employs. 

To prevent the melting of the tin, when that metal is 
employed, it is necessary to separate it from the iron of the 
retort by means of a stripe of linen ; a luting of Ume and 
fine sand th6n serves to unite the cover and belly of the 
retort. Larger retorts are not desirable, because, towards 
the end of the distillation, decomposition of the acetic acid 
is readily produced, in consequence of the destruction which 
a portion of the mass in contact with the bottom undergoes, 
while all the acid contained in it is driven off. The distilla- 
tion begins with a gentle fire, and should be carried on 
without inerei»ing the heat, until the liquid passing over 
begina to produce a yellowish colour in the distilled liquid. 
It is not worthwhile to obtain the last portions of the acid, 
because the educt is impure, and sulphur begins soon to 
sublime. 

From the 25 lbs. of acetate of lime are obtained 25 to 27 
parts of acid. The gypsum remaining in the retort can be 
easily removed. It contains some fr^e acid, which may be 
washed out and preserved for further use. By the action 
of the sulphuric acid upon the acetate of lime, a sulphurous 
smell will be perceived, which also exists in the weak acid 
which passes over first. This arises from a partial deconii- 
position of the sulphuric acid, in consequence of which 
sulphurous acid is disengaged. 

To diminish, as much as possible, the quantity of this in 
the whole distilled liquid, the first tenth is removed. The 
subsequent distillation is continued until the liquor passing 
over begins to lose its pure water colour. The last portions 
will, therefore, be separated and mixed with the acid which 
passed over first, for the purpose of being further purified. 

The acid obtained in the manner described, possesses 
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generally the specific gravity of 1046— 1-060, is colouriess, 
like water, and retains still a trace of the original empyreu- 
matjic odour. 

It contains also some sulphnrous acid, and possesses cor- 
responding characters, but loses it after being exposed for 
some time to the air, in open vessels, the acid being con- 
verted into sulphuric acid. 

It is obvious, from the quantity of acid recommended, 
that, for the decomposition of the acetate of liine, an excess 
of sulphuric acid is necessary ; since, for 100 parts of dry 
salts, 62 parts of acid, excluding stechiometrical quantitiies, 
would be sufficient. The peculiarity of Pruckner's process, 
he considers to consist in these proportions ; and he has 
found that the addition of the excess of sulphuric acid is the 
most powerful method of destroying or decomposing the 
empyreumatic matter existing in the pyroligneous acid. In 
consequence of inattention to this circumstance, the methods 
of purification pointed out by several chemists, especially 
that of B. Stolze, in his work, — Griindliche anleitung die 
rohe Holzaure zu reinigen," &c., must be either useless or 
very inefficient. The method of previously heating the 
acetate of lime, and of abolishing the drying in an open 
vessel, over a free fire, is a decided improvement. For thus, 
there is an inconsiderable or no loss by the decomposition 
of the acetate of lime, with the least possible waste of time 
and fuel. For manufacturing purposes, as for making ace- 
tate of lead, and acetate of copper, there is no need of 
repeated distillation, because the sulphurous and sulphuric 
acid can readily be separated in the follow;ing manner : A 
quantity of liquid dis-acetate of lead is to be prepared, to 
about a pound ^f which the distilled acid is to be added, 
until no more precipitate of sulphate of lead falls. The 
latter should be collected and weighed. The quantity of 
sulphuric acid in a given quantity of the acid, being thus 
known, it is easy to calculate how much of the acetate of 
lead solution will be required to throw down the whole acid 
in the acetic acid. Some sulphate of lead is held in solution, 
which is of little consequence in the manufacture of sugar 
of lead. 

Further purification of the Pt/roliffneotis Acid. — For 
chemical and pharmaceutical purposes, it is necessary to 
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have pure concentrated acetic acid. To accomplish this 
the sulphurous acid in the distilled acetic acid should be 
digested for a short time with finely pulverized brown-stone, 
and a little wood or animal charcoal. One pound of brown- 
stone and ^ pound of animal charcoal are sufficient for from 
25to361bs. ofacid. 

The supernatant liquid after the precipitate has been 
allowed to subside during 12 hours should be decanted ofi^, 
transferred into a retort and rectified by a second distillation 
to dryness. The acid passes over pure and colourless, and 
destitute of any smell, save of acetic acid, having a specific 
gravity of from 1042 to 1049, or 7° or 8° by Beck's 
areometer, and may be used for all chemical purposes. 
According to the custom of the trade, and of the French 
manufacturers, a portionof acetic ether may be added to 
the acid, by which mixture the smell becomes more pleasant. 

Supplement. — According to A.. Richter, chemical manu- 
facturer at Konigssaal, in Bohemia, with whom Priickner 
corresponded on this subject, it appears, that when the pure 
acid, obtained by the process described, is neutralized by 
carbonate of potash, and then some strong potash lye is 
added, it still retains a yellow colour, from the presence of 
an oxydizable body, of which it is difficult to free the acid. 
Priickner, during the course of last summer, in his re- 
searches, fell upon a method of affecting the separation of 
this substance. 

Pyroligneons acid is not precipitated by infusion of galls, 
and even after some time nothing falls. If however tincture 
or infusion of galls be poured into a solution of pyroligneons 
acid salt, as of raw acetate of lime (or acetate of potash) a 
dark reddish purple precipitate subsides, which contains a 
salt of tannic acid. The previously blackish brown liquid 
becomes clearer and transparent like Rhenish wine, and 
leaves after filtration and evaporation to dryness, by being 
placed for several days in a temperature of 70° or 80° R. 
(189° or 212° F.) a mass of salt, which, when compared 
with the original salt, appears much lighter coloured. If 
this is dissolved in water, or if the filtered liquid before 
filtration is treated with some animal charcoal, the colour 
of the salt becomes still lighter, and the odour is removed. 
This salt of lime being diluted with i of sulphuric acid and 
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as much winter, after difttillation carried nearly to dryoeflS» 
and digestion with black oxide of manganese and re-distil- 
lation, afforded an acid of the specific gravity 1*060. This 
acid when neutralized with a solution of carbonate of potash, 
and the addition of some pure colourless potash lye, acquires 
no colour, and continued in this state for several weeks. 
As the expense of the galls would be considerable, Priickner 
recommends as a substitute, a decoction of oak bark, which 
he found to afford a precipitate, or a decoction of the fallen 
catkins of the common alder (Alnu$ glutinasa.J 



Article VIII. 

ANALYSES OF BOOKS. 



I. — Optical Investigations. By G. H.S.Johnson, M.A., 
Queens College, Oxford. Oxford: Talboy's, 1835, 
p.p. 44. 

11. — Optical Investigations. Caustics. By the same. p.p. 33. 

Thb two tracts above named are remarkable, in several points of 
view. In the first place, they are an encouraging specimen of the 
increasing attention paid to physical science in the University of 
Oxford, where, from a variety of untoward circumstances, (into 
which we have not^ at present, leisure to enter) it has never flourished 
to any extent. In the second place, they are of such a character as 
would any where claim for their author, a place in the highest rank 
of mathematical talent. 

In this brief notice it is not our intention to enter upon a minute 
analysis, or to pursue any critical details ; this could hardly be done 
iu an intelligihle way, within a short compass, and we would rather 
refer those of our readers who are interested in the subject, to the 
original tracts. We will merely state their nature and object. 

He first examines the formube which determine the direction of a 
ray of light after refraction, at a spherical surface. These are inves- 
tigated in a very general form, and with express reference to the use 
of the negative sign. The author also inquires into the approxima- 
tion commonly used, by neglecting certain terms in the expressions, 
and distinguishes particularly the value of the terms neglected, which 
are shewn, in certain cases, to be so great as to involve serious errors. 

The seeond traet is, perhaps, the most strikingly elegant specimen 
of analysis, and discloses a new method of investigating caustics, which 
is of considerate generality, and remarkably simple in its application, 
some instances of which are given. 

On the whole, we earnestly reeoommend both tracts to the careful 
study of those conversant with mathematical optics : they form an in- 
dispensable supplement to all existing treatises. 
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IIL— CtffeKTad Imprestions itf JEngramngs^ from the Natural 
History of AnimalcuieB. By Akdrbw Pritohard, Esq. 
London, 1835. 

Tax figures contained in this little work amount to 301. They are 
beantifblly executed from steel engravings^ and are coloured^ in order 
to render the internal stmcture Si the inlnsoria more apparent, as 
they appear when fed with coloured suhstanees such as indigo and 
carmine. The present publication will be very favourably received, 
we have no doubt, by the public, as there is no similar work in 
this country, and the scattered foreign ones are expensive, and diffi- 
cult of access. In consequence of the coloured plates being thus 
published smrately, those who possess the work of the author on 
the Natural History of Animalcules, with plain impressions, will 
notrequiie tore-purchase the letter-press. 

Hie work reflects great credit on the author, and should be pos- 
sessed by every naturalist and anatomist. 



IV. — On the Action of Voltaic Electricity on Alcohol^ Ether 
and Aqueous Solutions. By Arthur Covkbll, Esq., ftc. 
CFrom the Edinburgh Trans. Vol. XIII.J 

Thb olgect of the sesearches detailed in the first part of tiiis paper is 

to determine the immediate constituents of alcohol and ether. Hid 

author found that when alcohol was acted on by the voltaic agency, 

a quantity of hydroffen was evolved at the negative pole, which he 

conceives was derived from the water which the alcohol contained. 

This result is at variance with that of Dr. Ritchie, who obtained 

olefiant gas at the negative pole, and who concluded that the alcohol 

was then resolved into oletiant gas and water. Mr. Connell eX|dains 

the non-appearance of the oixygen of the vmter at the jmitive pole 

m his experiment, to the absorption by the alcohoL The residuid 

liquid possessed an ethereal odour, but it was not examined When 

etiier was exposed to the saiae influence no disengagement of gas 

ensued. Hence, the author oondnded, diat it contains no water. 

An ad&ional argument adduced by the author in favour of the idea 

that it is the water of the aloohol ahme which is decomposed by 

dLectridty, is that potash dissolved in it precipitated in pnqportion to 

the evolution of the gas. He further infers from his experim^it^ 

that in the action of dectric currents upon the hydrogen acids and 

haloid salts, as muriatic hydriodic adds, the chlorides,&c», the de^ 

cooqposing influence of the electridty is limited to the water ooutain-* 

iqg these substances in solution, and that if any of the elements of 

these compounds were detected after a considerable period of action 

at the poles of the battery, the cause is to be attributed to a secondary 

influence viz. the redudng action of the elements of the water, set free 

• by the electric eners^y. The cause, it is presumed, of his obtaining 

this result, which, if meant to apply generally, is opposed to Dr. 

Faraday's experiments, is that the eLectroLytic intensity employed was 

wsA suffidently great. The vacious intensities have been already 
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detailed, and it is unnecessary to say more on the subject here. — 
i^See Records of General Science, 1. 384.) 

Ether, he states, only dissolves an insigniticant portion of potcush. 
This however is not consonant with the experiments of Boullay, who 
found that it dissolves 4 per cent, of hydrated potash. Now, it is 
scarcely possible to believe that any chemist could err so far as this. 
This is a question of some importance, because if ether contains an 
atom of water, as is commonly believed, then analogy could lead 
us to infer that potash would be soluble in it to half the extent, 
that alcohol containing two atoms of water, is capable of dissolving 
that alkali, or at least that it would dissolve potash in some measure. 

The author sums up his experiments by adopting the formulie of 
Liebig as expressing the composition of ether and alcohol. But as 
he has assumed the. exact symbols of the German chemist, without 
suiting them to the theory adopted in this country, it may be proper, 
for the advantage of those who are still disposed to retain the simple 
views of British chemists, to observe, that five theories have been pro* 
posed for explaining the composition of alcohol and ether. 

1. That of Dumas, who supposes that deuto-carbydrogen f or 
olefiant gas constitutes a base in organic compounds as ammonia does 
among inorganic substances. He considers the atoms, however,. to 
be four times more numerous than the views of British chemists ad- 
mit Thus olefiant gas, according to him, is represented by C^ Hs, 
while we should make the formula C^ H^. Sulphuric ether he 
expresses byCsHs-fH^O. That is, it consists of four atoms 
deuto-carbydrogen, or olefiant gas -f 1 atom of water, and is there- 
fore, equivalent to our expression, 4 CS H* -f H O, or rather, 

2 C* H* -f- H 0,in consonance with Dr. Thomson's theory. Alcohol 
ig then C^ H^ -f- H* O^, or according to our symbols, 4 0* H2 -f 
H2 02 or 4 C2 H2 + 2 Aq, 

2. Dumas and Boullay have pieaented another theory to chemists. 
The constitutents of ether, according to the best experiments, exist in 
that liquid in the proportion to form one atom of deuto-carbydrogen 
and one of water. It is, however, more probable, that the carby- 
drogenis double this quantity, but for the sake of simplicity, we 
take it. as here expressed. The constitutents are, therefore, 2 C -f 

3 H 4. O, as represented by the elementary formula. Now, it is 
obvious, that we may view these elements either as combined, 
according to the previous theory, or we may consider all the hy- 
drogen as combined with the carbon, constituting a base, to which the 
oxygen is united so as to form an oxide. The theoretical symbol would 
then be C^ H^ O, or according to Dumas, €» H^o q the radicle 
being €» H^ <>. Alcohol would then be a hydrate of this oxide, or 
CsHioO-fH^O, the hydrogen of what is generally considered 
one of the atoms of water being combuied with the carbon. 

* Some have termed the compound of 1 carbon -|- 1 hydrogen, hydro'earbon. 
The frequent occurrence of this compound and its multiples, renders it necessary 
that a convenient name should be employed. Perhaps that adopted in the text 
which is essentially the same as that used m the " Inorganic Chemistry " possesses 
this requisite. 
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3. Berielius has recently revived this hypothesis and carried it 
further. Alcohol he considers as an oxide and not a hydrate of a 
distinct combination of carbon and hydrc^n, represented by C^ H^ 
O. The equivalent symbol for this, according to British views, is 
C2 H» O. Etherhe represents by the formula C* Hio -|- O, which 
is equivalent to our expression C^ H^ + O ; so that the bases are 
difl^rent in these two compounds. This view of the composition of 
alcohol taken by Berzelius, is rejected by Dumas, on the ground 
that if it were correct, sulphovinic acid would be a neutral body, and 
the sulphovinates would be sesquibasic salts, which can scarcely be 
admitted, when we know that the former is a powerful acid, and the 
salts are perfectly neutral. 

4. Liebig considers ether as the first oxide of a compound radidei 
for which he employs the symbol C* Hi o. Now, this is obviously 
equivalent in the views of British chemists to C* H^, because we 
hold that water is composed of equal atoms of hydrogen and oxygen. 
Ether therefore Is represented, according to Liebig, by C* Hi<> O 
3= C* H« O. This is the same view as that taken by Berzelius. 
But instead of considering alcohol as an oxide of a different base, he 
calls it a hydrate of ether = C* Rio O -f HO or C* H* O + 
HO. It is obvious that these two theories are modifications of that 
of Dumas, 

5. Dr. Thomson considers the bases of ether and alcohol to be dif^ 
ferent, the elements being present in the same proportions, but are 
double in the former. The. base of ether is tetarto-carbydrogen, and 
that of alcohol deu to-carbydrogen. Their expressions are ether C * H ♦ 
+ Aq., alcohol C^ H* +2 Aq. The simplicity of this view, and 
Its consonance with experiment, so far as we at present know, (the 
bases described by Liebig and Berzelius having never been obtained 
in a separate state,) favour its adoption, until further researches com- 
pel us to have recourse to another theory. 



Article IX. 

Scientific Intelligence. 

I. — Proceedings of the Ashmolean Society of Oxford. 

March 27» 1835. — Dr. Daubeny proceeded to deliver a commu- 
juication on Vesuvius, and the nature of volcanic agency. 

He began by giving a brief account of the great eruption of Vesu- 
vius which occurred in the month of August of last year, and which 
had been preceded by a series of ejections of stone and scoriae from 
the crater, continuing at intervals ever since the year 1831. 

These ejections had by degrees occasioned the formation of two 
conical hillocks within the area of the crater, the most considerable 
of which, just before the breaking out of the eruption of August, was 
more than 200 feet in height. Both the above, however, disappeared 
at an early period in the course of the erupti<m, having been swallowed 
up within the mountain during the course of a single nieht. 

The lava which first burst forth took the direction of Fortid, but 
this stream proceeded but a short way down the fianks of the moun- 
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tain, owing to tlie breaking out of a morie considerable current on the 
opposite side of tbe mountnn. 

This latter took the direction tf( the tdwfiship df Ottayano^ sweep- 
ing away in its course several small villages, arid about 180 houses. 

The lava when visited by Dr. Daubeny feven so late as the end of 
December, or four months after the time of its emission, still 
possessed a high temperature, and was exhaling much steam, free 
muriatic add, and sal-ammoniac ; which latter appears ftom former 
oheervations to be a common product of volcanic action. 

It remains to be explained, first, how this -and other volatile 
matter can remain for so long a time pent up within the substance of 
the heated mass ; secondly, how this salt was in the first instance 
generated in the bowels of the earth. 

The first question may perhaps be answered by supposing the 
body, whilst within the mountain, to have been entangled in the 
lava, and there to have been confined by the enormous pressure of 
the superincumbent mass ; so that when the eruption took place, 
the volatile matter did not at once find the means df escape, but 
continued in part locked up within the pores of the viscous mass. 

The second question requires for its answer a consideration of die 
causes of volcanic action in general. 

The president brought forward some facts and authorities bearing 
on the question whether Pompeii was destroyed by the eruption of 
A. D. 79. 

That Herculaneum and Pompeii suffered from an earthquake m 
A. D. 62 or 63, appears from Tacitus Ann. XV. 22. and Seneca 
Nat. Quffist. VI. 1. 

Pliny in mentioning the eruption says nothing of these cities. 

Tacitus speaks of some cities being destroyed during the reign of 
Titus A. D. 79-81. 

Dio Cassius (in A. D. 229) expressly says, that Herculaneum and 
Pompeii were destroyed by an eruption in the reign of Titus 
(LXVI. 23.) 

From Statins (A. D 95^ it would seem they were not wholly 
destroyed. Florus (A. D. 116 — 120) mentions them as still existing. 
M. Aurelius, however, mentions them as entirely destroyed before 
A. D. 161 (IV. 18) ; as abo Tertullian (Apol. 40) in A. D. 200. 

Some further discussion took place: and Mr. Twiss mentioned, 
Bs a well ascertained fact, that Stromboli is always active when the 
Sirocco blows, but at no other time. 

May 15th.— A paper was read by the Rev. R. Hussey of Ch. 
Ch. on the standard and value of some ancient coins. 

After some account of the experiments hitherto made for finding 
the standard of the silver of the ancient currencies, the results of 
assays of some coins #ere reported, and the value of them calculated. 
¥toia the analysis of a quinarius of Rome in the time of the consul- 
ship, the value of the denarius of 60 grains weight, compared Witli 
our silver currency, was computed to be nearly 8|rf. The Attic 
di^hma of dd^ gnaii8 weight was computed, from the assay of 
'tbrte drachma of different ages, to have been from 9^d, to 9|.(f in 
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oar sHver ; and that of Corinth, or Sjrracuse, /bom the analyaisof a 
didrachmaof .that CQiiiage> to have bee^ about equal toiihe lowest 
value of the Attic. The Attic currency was shewn to have been 
at one time of a little lower standard than it was afterwards raised 
to^ and then again to have been much depreciated, till it was less 
fine than the average standard of Oreek silver^ and the early Roman. 
And it was inferred tha^ «lthQu^ the ancient money was generally 
of a very high standard of fineness, the alloy found in it was pur- 
posely mixed, and not owing only to want of skill in refining. 

Mr. Powell, on presenting a copy of his paper from the Journal 
tif Science, entitled ** An Abstract of M. Cauchy's Theory of Undu- 
lations, leading to an explanation of the dispersion of light, &c, made 
a few remarks on ^he nature of the results he had recently obtained, 
and which will appear in lihe next part of the Philos. Transactions. 
In a former communication (see Records of General Science, I. 403) 
he had explained generally the state of the question at issue ; and 
now proceeded more particularly to refer to the nature of the spectra 
formed in the very remarkable experiment of M. Fraunhofer, hy 
covering the object glass of a telescope with a fine grating of paralld. 
threads, and viewing through it a narrow line of light parallel to the 
"threads. The appearance is that of the image of the line colourless 
in the centre, and a spectrum or coloured image of it on each side. 
In these spectra the colours are perfectly pure. They are produced 
simply by the interferences of the rays passing the grating, which 
give bright and dark spaces, at different intervals, for the different 
Tays ; and at such intervals as allows the points of brightness for the 
red, yellow, green, &c. to succeed one another in such a manner as 
to give a very complete insulation of each coloured ray in a state of 
* great purity. Professor Airy considers this as the natural, or 
standard, spectrum ; from which those formed by prismatic refraction 
deviate in different ways, according to their peculiarities of dispersive 
character. The intervals between successive definite rays in the 
interference spectrum are precisely proportional to the differences of 
•the lengths of their waves, or periods. 

It is by means of the data derived from these spectra by M. 
Fraunhofer, as compared with those of the refraction-spectra, that 
the results of the author's calculations have been obtained. By his 
extremely perfect apparatus M. Fraunhofer was able to obtain these 
spectra in such a state of purity that the dark lines were visible. 
Thus, by accurate micrometric measurement, he determined the 
lengths of the waves for each of the rays defined by the dark lines. 
These values are given in Sir J. Herschel's treatise on Light, art. 751. 

M. Cauchy's theory gives rise to the establishment of a relation 
between the length of a wave and the velocity of its propagation. 
On the ordinary theory no such relation subsists : and l^ conse- 
quence, rays whose waves are of all lengths ought to be refracted 
alike. Thus M. Cauchy's theory assigns an explanation of the un- 
equal refrangibility. From his memoirs, the author has deduced a 
formula expressing the precise nature of this relation. On any 
theory of undulations the velocity is the reciprocal of the refractive 
index. In this point of view the formula deduced from the theory 
(which ought to give the value of the refractive index (fj) for aray 
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whose period or wave is (X) involving certain constant quantities 
dependent on the nature of the prismatic medium, H, r, n, and t 
the semi-circumference) is this : 



^ sin. 



(?)i 



(7rryi\| 



By substituting Fraunhofer's values of X from the interference 
spectra, the values of jj. for the same rays were calculated, and com- 
pared with the refractive indices determined also with the utmost 
accuracy by Fraunhofer for the same rays, in prisms of ten different 
substances ; viz. , four kinds of flint glass, three of crown glass, water, 
solution of potash, and oil of turpentine. These calculations gave 
an accordance in every instance exact to three places of decimals. 
And this will be allowed to afford a complete verification of the 
theory for all the cases examined. These in fact constitute all the 
instances in which exact determinations have yet been made. The 
author is therefore now engaged in endeavouring to extend the 
series to a larger range of media. For this purpose it will be neces- 
sary to form prisms of a variety of solid and liquid media, and con- 
siderable difficulty may arise from not being able to get them 
sufficiently pure and homogeneous to shew the lines. 

Again, the calculations present considerable difficulty ; especially 
in finding a series of arcs, which shall fulfil the twofold condition ci 
being themselves in the ratio of the values of X, while they are to 
their sines as those of jjl. This problem has been facilitated by a 
remarkable elegant geometrical construction, communicated to the 
author by the Rev. A. Neate, M. A., of Trinity College. 

Even without reference to the theory of undulations, any formula, 
were it but empirical, would in the present stage of the inquiry be 
valuable, if it afforded an accurate representation of the facts. In 
this point of view, then, the formula here employed may be regarded 
as not unimportant, if it merely express the numerical law of dis- 
persion for the substances examined. 

May 29thy 1835.— A paper was read by the Rev. R. W. Browne, 
M. A., St. John's College, on Halley's comet. 

The following are the recorded appearances of this comet. We 
repeat this because some of the figures in our report of Dr. Lardner s 
lecture are inaccurately printed. (See Vol. I. 467.) 

1. B. C. 130, birth of Mithridates. 

2. A. D. 323, after six revolutions. 

3. „ 379, see Lubienietski in Theatr. Com. 

4. „ 550, Rome taken by Totila the Goth. 

5. „ 1005, no remarkable event. After five revolutions. 

6. „ 1230, idem. After three revolutions. 

7. „ 1305, the plague. 

8. , 1456, Pope Calixtus II. Mahomet II. took Constantinople. 
According to theory as well as history the magnitude and brilliance 
of the comet were then at their maximum. 

9. „ 1531, observe^ by Apian of Ingoldstadt. 
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10. „ 1607> observed by. Kepler and Longomontanus^ Sept. 26. 

11. „ 1 68 2, observed by Halley, wbo predicted its return in 1 768. 

12. y, 1768^ returned as predicted, and discovered by Palitzch, 
December 25. Observed by Messier and De L'Isle in January^ 
1759. Arrived at its perihelion^ March, J 759. 

Mr. Twiss gave a short account of the papyri from Herculaneum 
preserved in the Museum at Naples^ and of the method of unrolling 
them. 

They were first discovered in 1753, and are now deposited in the 
Museo Borbonico. Being rolled up in scrolls, they have the appear- 
ance of pieces of charcoal : and bemg piled up, it was only by acci- 
dent that attention was directed to them, when Greek and Latin 
characters were seen upon them. They are found reduced to a 
scorched state, not more substantial than tinder. The difficulty of 
unrolling them has been overcome by attaching to the back some 
gold beater's skin by a strong gum : a small portion of this (when 
fixed) is then gradually unroUed by bands attached to it, the scroll 
resting in a semi-cylindrical trough lined with cotton. The process 
can only gb on at the rate of about one inch per day. Several 
volumes have been restored and published. They appear to be chiefly 
works of Epicurean philosophy. On the authority of one of them 
the Economics of Aristotle is decidedly ascribed to Theophrastus. 
The majority are Greek. One contains a review of the Iliad, in 
which the heroes of Homer are considered as all allegorical. The 
Latin works are on a differently prepared and thicker papyrus. The 
name of the author never occurs till the end ; hence the impossibility 
of ascertaining what they are till completely unrolled. 

. Some remarks were made on the share which Sir H. Davy had in 
suggesting the plan of unrolling, and conducting the whole research, 
as described in his paper in the Philos. Trans. 1821. 

June l2th. — An anonymous paper was read, entitled, " A few 
remarks on the theory of Volcanoes." 

The author's principal object in this paper is to support the theory 
advanced by the late Dr. E. D. Clarke. 

Dr. Daubeny made some remarks on this paper, which he con- 
sidered to accord with his own theory, as far as it goes. But it does 
not proceed to account for the evolution of hydrogen, which he 
explains by the action of water on the metallic bases of the earths. 
The part of Dr. Clarke's view most open to doubt is the degree of 
intensity of fusion, of which no sufficient evidence is adduced. 

Dr. Daubeny then referred to the subject of his own paper on the 
absorption, &c. of plants. He had tried experiments in which plants 
were deprived as much as possible of access to calcareous matter, in 
which case the quantity of it found in their ashes was diminished, 
but still some appeared. This might be derived from the water, or 
even the atmosphere. He stated that when strontian was substituted 
for lime, the same deficiency of calcareous matter was observed in 
the plant; shewing that vegetables, exercise a kind of selection as to 
the earthy matter they secrete. 

Analogous experiments were mentioned on hens, who, when de- 
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prived of aooMs to any ot&er earth except stxtnt^an^ after a tfaae 
be^n to lay eggs (destitute of an earthy shelL 

The origin of phosphoric add was alfio noticed : this may be sus- 
pected to be an organic product. 

Mr. Twiss made some remarks on the papyri^ especially with 
i^arA to the claims of the Padre Anto^. Piaggio to inventing the 
mode of unroUifig them* These he considerol well founded^ and 
that Sir H. Davy only improved upon the process by suggesting the 
use of alcohol to soften the roUis. They were sometimes soaked in 
ether. The ink is made of carbon mixed with some glutinous matter : 
hence probably the ammonia, sometimes found to be present. It is » 
gnestion whether the papyri were actually carbonized by the actimi 
of fire. Siv H. Davy supposed it the effect of hot wat^. 

Dr^ Daubeny observed that long continued moisture alone would 
suffice to carbonize and blacken a vegetable substance. 

Mr. Powell made some remarks on the recent researches of 
M. Melloni on radiant keat> of the second portion of whose Memoir 
he has recently received a eo^y. He referred more particularly to one 
point, viz. the repetition of his own experiment by Melloni, with his 
extremely delicate apparatus, and fully verifying his results^ But 
M. Melloni appears to view the subject under a different aspect, and 
to* adopt a different theory. This renders the confirmation of the 
fact the more satis^t€«y. 

If the experiment be substantial, it appears to the author that hia 
^oneltmon follows by necessary consequence. M. Melloni adqHs 
the tlieory that the heat by ptissing through the gletss acreet^ 
€u:quire8 a new property, oar new relation to the surfaces of bodies oil 
which it acts ; an hypothesis which is at variance with all analoey. 

In the Philos. Trans. 1825, the author's paper appeared, in whidi 
he maintained (in opposition to the theory of De La Iloche) that 
from a luminous hot body there emanate at the same time two dis- 
tinct sorts, or causes, of heat, distingiaished by different prc^^^rties. 

This was evinced by experiments, in which the ratio of the effects 
on two thermometers, one coated with a black, the other with a 
tfihite substance, (but very absorptive for simple heat,) was observed 
tot with, and then without, the interposition of a glass screen. With 
the screen the absolute effects were of course diminiahed : but the 
remarkable circumstance was, they were in a different ratio. 

Of the accuracy of this experiment, it would seem that some doubt 
must have existed in the minds of those writers who have since treated 
the subject, since they either omit to refer to it, or, what is more 
extraordinary, adopt it along with the theory which it contradicts. 

It is possible that the nature of the reasoning may have been mis- 
understood, from having been too briefly stated. It may perhaps 
Sfppear more distinctly if repeated thus algebraically : — ^ 

Let the effects of a luminous hot body on the black and white 
thermometers respectively be, 

without a screen b w 

with a glass screen . . . . i^^ w^. 
Now, by observation, we know the ratios in these two cases^ and we 
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always find the ratio — > 
w. w 

Hence, we know also the ratio of the portion of the effects intercepted 

which IS 

w — m'^ 

Ry the principles of ratios we must therefore have — > —HI — 

w^ w — w^ 
Or, in other words, the portion of the heat which passes the screen 
affects the blaqk and white surfaces in a different ratio from that 
portion which is intercepted. The two portions are thus clearly 
distinguished by different properties. Or, in other words, the whole 
effect IS doe to two distinct causes acting simultaneously ; in which 
the transmissibility or otherwise is invariably accompanied by the 
particular relation to surfaces. The one species agreeing in these 
properties with the solar rays, the other with the heat from non- 
mminous sources. 

M. Melloni failed, like the author, in his attempts to polarize 
simple heat. But many of his experiments, and especially this, 
have been since repeated by Prof. Forbes of Edinburgh, who has 
succeeded in establishing the polarization, both by transmission 
through tourmaline and piles of mica, and by reflection, most de- 
dsivefy in the heat from luminous sources, and from non-luminous 
also ; though he allows that in this last case the effect was extremely 
smaU. He has also followed out the subject into numerous important 
consequences. (See Edinb. Trans, vol. xiii.) The distinction de- 
duced from the experiments of the author (above referred to) must 
however affect the entire series of results relative both to polarisation 
and transmission. 



II. — App,Uc(^tion of Hot Air in the smelting of Iron. 

This important improvement is now generally appreciated. At the 
smelting fumm^e of Plons in Wurtemberg, l^etore employing the 
hot air the consumption was 100 kils (2^ cwts.) of ore, 40 cubic feet 
(48i) pf charcoal, and the produce under the old system was 3,000 
kils, (3*58 tons) while with the hot air it is on an average 3.750 
kils» (4*48 tons.) At Koninffsbronn, in the same kingdoin, to ob- 
tain 108 livrea (1*17 cwts.) of bar iron with cold air, it required 20 
cubic feet (24'2 Eng. c. f.) and with hot air only 17 cubic feet, 
(20^). {Ann. des Mines, vi. 464.) 

The temperature to which the air is raised, is however much 
inferior to the lowest standard in this country, for at Plons, accord- 
Jng to Berthier, the temperature of the heated air is only 150** or 
200*, (302^, 392^ F.) while at the Clyde iron works, the usual test 
of the standard temperature is the melting point of lead, or 606^ F. 
This is the lowest point to which the heat is allowed to fall, for it 
may in general \^ much higher. Yet even with this disadvantage 
in Germany, we see that the expenditure pf the combustible mattes 
has been reduced one-fourth, with a sensible increase of the product. 
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The effect of the heated air has commonly been attributed to the 
absence of the cooling power, which was exercised by the cold air 
on its being introduced in contact with the heated contents of the 
furnace. Berthier denies that this is the mode in which it operates. 
He thinks that the phenomena which result from the employment of 
hot air proceed from the greater activity of the combustion in the fur- 
nace, than when the air has not been previously heated, that is to say, 
that with the same weight of air there is more oxygen absorbed in 
the first case than in the second. If this opinion is correct, it follows, 
that less hot air will be required than of cold air for the combustion 
of an equal quantity of charcoal in the furnace, and that the air 
which proceeds from the latter being possessed of little oxygen, can- 
not support combustion. Now, the exhaustion of the oxygen in the 
air is a point of essential importance, when we wish to obtain a very 
strong heat, for the azote of the air only assists in producing a loss 
of the portion of the heat developed by combustion. Hence, the 
less air that is consumed the less does this cause of cooling operate. 
Besides^ the affinity of gas for solid substances is increased by the 
heating of the gas. 

It has been said that effects similar to those produced by heated 
air, may be obtained by the emplo3rment of cold air sufficiently com- 
pressed, or what would be extremely powerful, the use of hot air 
compressed to such a degree as experience might point out. 



III. — Action of Muriate of Ammonia upon some Sulphates, 
and upon Silver, 

M. VoGBL has found that the sulphates of iron, copper, and man- 
ganese, are partly decomposed by a solution of sal-ammoniac This 
action produces two double salts, the one which crystallizes first is 
the sulphate of ammonia and metal, the other more soluble is the 
muriate of ammonia and metal. 

2. Sulphate of lime is more soluble in water charged with muriate 
of ammonia than in pure water, but it is not decomposed by this 
salt, and the sulphate of barytes is not soluble in a solution of this 
salt. 

3. Sulphate of lead is completely decomposed by a solution of 
sal-ammoniac, from which result muriate of lead and sulphate of 
ammonia. 

4. A solution of sal-ammoniac acts upon silver with the assistance 
of the air and dissolves it. 

5. A concentrated solution of sal-ammoniac may dissolve a notable 
quantity of chloride of silver, of which the greater part is precipitated 
by water. 

6. Chloride of silver is still more soluble in a boiling solution of 
sal-ammoniac. 

7' The vapour of sal-ammoniac carried over pure silver heated 
to the temperature at which glass softens, disengages ammoniacal 
gSLs. — (Journ, de Pharm, xx. 5 14. J 
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IV. — Phosphate of Quinine. 

PHOSFHonic add bearing a nearer relation to the animal economy than 
sulphuric acid, Professor Harles proposes to substitute the phosphate 
for the sulphate of quinine in medicine (Pharm. Zeit,) The method 
which he described for forming it is considered imperfect by Winkler, 
who recommends the foUowing: — He first prepares a muriate of 
quinine, by decomposing the sulphate with chloride of barium ; 
1,200 parts of the latter are triturated with 480 parts of crystallized 
sulphate of quinine. This mixture is then added to 8 parts by 
weight of distilled water. The liquid is filtered and the residue 
washed. The liquors are united and diluted with 4 times their 
weight of distilled water. A solution of phosphate of ammonia is 
then carefully added. The precipitate should be washed with cold 
distilled water and dried at a gentle heat ; an excess of phosphate of 
ammonia should be avoided, because it dissolves the phosphate of 
quinine ; 60 parts of muriate of quinine afford 46 of phosphate. It 
is a fine crystallized powder, very lights white> and very bitter. 
When a solution of it in boiline water is cooled, it is deposited in 
silky needles. It is soluble in 480 parts of cold and 140 of boiling 
water. It consists of quinine 87*03, phosphoric acid 12*97« Wink-* 
ler has since stated that it may be formed by the mutual action of 
sulphate of quinine and sulphate of ammonia. — (Buchner*9 Repertpr 
and Joum, de Chim. Medic, i. 368. 



V. — Pectic Acid. 



M. Simon IN of Nancy has given an improved method of preparing 
this add. The pectine and jelly which are formed by the mixture of 
the juice of the gooseberries with that of sour cherries, is to be 
separated from the liquid part and well washed, to separate the 
colouring matter. It is then boiled with a small quantity of weak 
caustic potash. The liquid which contains pectate of potash is then 
passed through a doth filter. The pectate is decomposed by agita^* 
tion with chloride of lime. Decolouration quickly takes place, and 
white flocks of pectate of lime separate. These are collected on a 
filter and treated with water acidulated with muriatic acid, which de- 
composes it and dissolves the lime. The pectic acid is allowed to 
drop upon a cloth, and is well washed with water in order to take 
up all the muriate of lime and acid which it retains. In this state 
pectic acid is almost colourless, in the form of a compact jelly. It 
combines with the greatest ease with alkalies. A few drops of 
ammonia liquify it and give it a brown colour. If we wish to pre- 
pare pectate of ammonia, a sufficient quantity of this alkali is added 
to give it the consistence of syrup, which is filtered. It is then dried 
in porcelain vessels, where it separates into brown glassy plates. It 
is soluble in water firom which alcohol and sugar separate the pectic 
add in the form of a jelly. 

It is necessary in washing the pectic add to employ water con- 
taining neither lime nor calcareous salts, because the pressure of the 
smallest portion of these substances will occasion the production of 
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pectate of lime, and prevent success. Two hundred pounds weight 
of red gooseberries idSbrd nearly 8 ounces of pectate of ammonia^ 
giving a gelatinous consistence to 500 times its weight of water. — 
{Journ. de Pharm. xx.) 

VI.— Cfl«es of PoisoHtJig in France. 

The number of cases of poisoning in relation to the poisons em- 
ployed, are as follows, in the space of 7 years : 

L Of 273 persons accused, of the crime of poisoning, 171 have 
been acquitted and 102 condemned. Of 94 cases reported in the 
Gazette rfe« Trihunauxy 54 were produced by arsenious add, 7 
verdigris, 5 powder of cartharides, 5 corrosive sublimate, 4 nux 
vomica^ 3 fly powder, consisting of impure pulverized arsenic called 
also (pbolt, 2 nitric add, and single cases by sclphuret of arsenic, 
emetic, opium, acetate of lead, ceruse, sulphuric acid, sulphate of 
zinc, mercurial ointment, and 5 by undescribed poisons. 

2. The causes which produced the crimes have been interested 
motives in 28 cases, in 24 lewdness, 15 revenge, 10 jealousy, 6 mad- 
ness. Of 8 1 cases the poison was administered, in 34 cases in soup, 
B in milk, 7 in flour, 7 in wine, 8 in bread, 5 in pies, 4 in chocolate, 
4 in medicines, 2 immediately by the mouth, 2 in coflee, 1 in cyder, 
1 in poultry. 

3. Of 94 cases, 60 of the accused persons were males, S4 females. 
In order to diminish the number of these cases, or if possible to 

destroy the practice of poisoning altogether, it has been proposed by 
M. Brard to colour arsenic with Prussian blue in the proportion of 
10 per cent. The propriety of this method is supported by the fact, 
that by far the majority of cases of pois<Miing are produced by colour- 
less poisons, arsenic in particular, and several persons have been 
prevented f^m sufiering death hy poison, in oimsequenoe of coloured 
substances having been employed for that purpose. 



VII. — DUatation of the Metah by Heat. * 

Thk base for the trigonometrical survey in India was measured by 
metallic compensation bars, 10 feet in length, and to prevent any mis- 
take an iron standard bar was sent from England, upon whidi was 
marked at a certain temperature the legal English scale. The compaii* 
son, however, of the standard, with the bars employed, was made at 
a difi*erent temperature from that at which the former had been 
measured, and it was therefore necessary to allow for the dilatation. 
Mr. Prinsep efiected this by heating the metal uniformly to the tem« 
perature of boiling water by means of vapour, and the expansio^ was 
determined by a micrometer formed on the prindple of Troughton's 
microscope. A double cylindrical tube, 9 feet 11 inches long, and 4 
wide, was formed, the interior cylinder bdng made of copper, and 
the external of white iron. The space between the two tubes was 
ishut at the two extremities by perforated disks, so as to permit of the 
insertion of the standard bar in the interior tube. It was supported 
by two brass rollers. The tubes were perforated at 4 ]K)ints for the 
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inseiidoii of tb« tbenamBeters> tlie balbB of Iwa rf whict lested in 
two carities made m the standard bar. Tke Y«pottr aupplied TOm a 
sme^l ▼cssel entered ^ a tnbe at one extiemity and passed out freely 
by the other end. v j • i 

The two microaetew were fixed by a viaB to two soM isAlatted 
btecks of stone plaeed at a convenient distanccw Mj. Prinsep did affi 
confine hi» experiraentg to kon, but he took advantage of thi* oppoi- 
tunity to determine the dilatations of some other metala. The dUa- 
talion ftw the ftrst thermic unit, that is, from 32° to212^, he found:— 
(^Standwrd bar erf 10 foet for the trigo- ^ 

_ 1 nometfkjal survey 1-O0l2l3f i.aaiqj5 

I«>^ <Bar of iron of In^an manufacture . l-00i2l0( *^^-"« 

(Rod of iron 25 feet long 1-00H266) 

Gold nearly pure 10 feet long 1»0O1438 

saver containing ^ of alloy 10 feet long . . 1-001904 

Copper in plates re-roasted I-OOIO^I 

Brass rod of 25 feet re-roasted ...... 1-001906 

Lead tube 25 feet long 1 inch in diameter . .1-002954* 



VIII. — Aldeide, and a New Acid. 

LifiBTG has discovered a new substance^ which he terms Aldeide, its 
composition being that of alcohol deprived of its watar. It Is obtained 
by distffline alcohol or starch with anhydrous sulphuric «dd. With 
nitrate of silver a cnriotis action takes place; the metal is deposited 
on the sides of the glass vessel in which the experiment is niade^ and 
covers them with a coating of silver. 

The same chemist has also discovered a new acid, agreeing in its 
composition, with formic add, with the addition of 2 atoms of water. 
It is obtain^ by drying the formate of kad, and decomposing it by a 
current of sulphuretted hydrogen. 

It is a colourless Hquid, congealing at 32 ^ and boiKng at 2\^. It 
acts with prodigious energy on the animal textures, much more 
powerfully than nitric acid. It destroys the skin like a hot iron ; 
its smell is very strong when it contains an atom of water : it then 
boils at 226», and does not congeal at 32**. — Journal de Chimie 
Medic, i. 388, 2nd Ser. 

IX. — On tke Evaporation of CAarae. 

Thosb places in which Charae grow, are well known to fin the 
surrounding air, in summer, with a very disagreeable odour. Fes- 
sarini and Savi ascribe the cause to a volatile azotic principle, which 
th^ term Puterin. They steeped a portion of these plants in water, 
and allowed them to decay. A decompodtlDn ^isued, l^ which acetic 
acid was formed, which dissolved the outer crust of carbonate of lime, 

* Journal of the Bengal Soeietj, Marcb, ia$3, aad Bibliotheque UniTerMlk^ 
Febraary, 1835. 
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and disengaged carbonic add, which remaining in the atmosphere, 
formed a peUide on the surface of the water. In the course of a 
short time the smell became so strong that it affected with headache 
persons subjected to its influence. The plants were gradually con- 
verted into a black mass, consisting of threads and fine charcoal. 
During the last putrefactive stage, the water was completely stinking, 
blacki£ and slimy, and possessed on its surface a peUide emitting a 
very disagreeable smell. 

Savi and Pessarini consider that the Puterin is one of the prin- 
dpal causes of the Malaria in Italy, and that this matter, by its 
deteriorating action in the heat of summer, deprives the plants of 
their natural colour. When it is considered, however, that the charae, 
in their living state, disengage chlorine, it is obvious that further 
experiments are necessary, and that the explanation given is not satis- 
factory, because the chlorine of growing plants would operate by 
purifying the air deteriorated by the decaying ones. — Branded* 
Pharm. Zeit. xi 169, 183. 

X. — Composition of Goat Fat. 

The experiments of Chevreul, and others, led to the oondusion that 
all vegetable and animal fixed oils were precisely similarly consti- 
tuted. When they are treated, however, separately, with ether, 
distinctions can readily be recognised. Thus, 1 part olive oil at 59° 
dissolves in 1^ times its weight of ether, while it requires 60 parts 
of the same fluid to dissolve 1 part of mutton fat. Le Canu took 
advantage of this fact, and shewed that animal oils contain a prindple 
hitherto undescribed : viz. Margarine. Dr. Joss of Vienna,* follow- 
ing up the suggestion of Le Canu, has analyzed goat fat, and has found 
it to consist of three prindples, according to the following table : — 
Elaine, soluble in cold alcohol of *815 . . . 5*42 (like olive oil) 
Margarine, soluble in boiling, do. predpitating 

on cooling 25*83 (yellowish) 

Stearine, insoluble in boiling alcohol of *815 . 68*75 (white) 

10000 



XI. — Chemical Nature of the Secretions. 

There are three principal membranes which furnish secretions in the 
human body. These are, the skin, the mucous, and serous membranes. 

1 . The skin which covers the body externally, affords, by tran- 
spiration, the sweat, which, in the healthy state, is acid. This addity 
is derived from the presence of acetic add. Carbonic add also is 
transpired. 

Dr. Donne has found, however, (Ann. de Ckim. Ivii. 398.) that 
the sweat transpired between the toes, under the arm-pits, and around 
the parts of generation, is alkaline. The skin of the dog and cat, 
which do not perspire, is sensibly acid ; while, in the buck rabbit it 
is alkaline, or neutral, and in the horse strongly alkaline. In these 
animals there are analogous difierences in the other secretions. For, 
* Erdmann und Schweigger-Seidel's Journal fur praktische Chemie, iv. 369. 
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the urine^ which is acid in man, is add in the dog and cat> but alka- 
line in the hone and rabfait. The remarkable facts which Dr.Donn^ 
has observed^ and which deserves attention^ is^ that the sweaty during 
disease in the human subject, becomes often neutral, and even com- 
pletely alkaline. He has principally noticed this modification in 
chronic diseases^ and has obtained, in these cases, good results from 
the employment of the vapour bath. 

2. Mucous membranes. — Under this division may be included the 
saliva, which in man, while healthy, is decidedly alkaline. This state 
is generally ascribed to the presence of lactates and muriate of soda ; 
the saliva also when evaporated, and the residue crystallized, appears 
to contain muriate of ammonia. It has been said that the sadiva is 
alkaline during mastication, and that it becomes neutral after eating. 
Donne denies the accuracy of the latter statement, and affirms that 
it always in the healthy state turns reddened tumsol paper to a blue 
colour. In all those animals which Donn6 has examined, he has 
found the saliva alkaline. 

He has observed acid in a great number of cases of gastritis or 
inflammation of the stomach, which has been verified by the applica- 
tion of tests, and afterwards by inspection of the stomach after death. 
He has seen several instances in which the saliva acquired its natural 
or alkaline re-action by anti-phlogistic treatment, and has never 
observed an acid re-action when the patient possessed a good appetite 
and unimpared digestion. 

The mucus of the oesophagus as far as the cardiac orifice of the 
stomach appears to be neutral, at least during digestion. The mucous 
membrane of the stomach, it has been concluded, from the researches 
of Prout, Gmelin, and Tiedemann, secretes an acid fluid. 

It is certain that if we examine the liquid contained in the stomach, 
after all the contents of that viscus have been removed and its parietes 
well washed we find it strongly acid. This has been explained by 
Dr. Thomas Thomson, on the idea that common salt is decomposed 
in the blood by the nerves of the stomach, and that the free acid thus 
engendered is transmitted to the stomach. The whole surface of the 
stomach affords an acid re-action. At the beginning of the duode- 
num, an alkaline re-action is evinced and appears through the whole 
of this inferior portion of the digestive canal. This has been accounted 
for^ by supposing that the picromel acts as a base to the muriatic 
acid and forms a salt. Donn^, however, considers that the mucous 
surfaces secrete an acid liquid. The liquid secreted by the pancreas 
was found sometimes add and sometimes alkaline by Tiedemann 
and Gmelin. Yet by Leuret and Lassaigne, it was found to possess 
all the characters of saliva. 

The bile is alkaline. The mucous membrane of the urethra, pre- 
puce and gland, afford an alkaline mucus. The nasal and bronchial 
mucus present the same characters. 

3. The serous membranes, as the peritoneum, the pleura; arach- 
noid and synovial membranes, secrete an alkaline liquid, containing 
muriate of soda, and corresponding with the serum of the blood. 

This liquid in some cases becomes add. The tears and the 
humors of the eye are alkaline. From these facts it appears that 
we may consider the human body as existing between two mem. 
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bvanes^ the extedor one adil imd tbeinieiner vae alkaline. K we put 
ene of the poles of a g dwmo BBeterin contact vradi die mouth (the 
aegatave pi^) and tht otimr with the skin, Tery decided cum«ts 
appear^ and the iteedle deviates d^ 30,'iir 90 donees, 
s Similar effects are produced between other organs in opposite 
states with regard to ohemsoal composition, but no currents were ob- 
served between corresponding organs m between- the kidnies^ or be- 
tween different portions of the intestines^ or between the liver -and 
pancreas^ &c. 

Donne ascribes these phenomena to die chemical action which one 
heterogeneous part exerts upon another. Matteucci denies thatthese 
phenomena can be produced af^ deaths and concludes, therefore, 
^at they are due Ao a -vital and not to a chemical action, and Araws 
inferences which we hsv^ already noticed (Records, I. 102.) 

Donne has repeated. and varied his experiments, and affirms, that 
after death the dBfeots ane the same as during life, that the head mi^ 
be cut off, the spinal cord destroyed, and yet the currents may be 
demonstrated, nay, even that if the stomach and liver be separated 
from the body and taken in theihand, the needle ^wiU undeigoa>devia- 
tdon whenthe pdes of the galvanometer are inserted in these organs. 
The intensity of the .action after death is diminished, it is true, but 
this is suffidently explained %!the slowness with whidi tfaeseoreting 
action «of the osgans^goes on. 



XII. — Esculic Add. 



When the Esculus Uippocastanum or horse-chesnut is pulverized 
and treated with alcohol, a yellow viscid matter is obtained by evapor- 
.ation. This substance resembles tlie sctpanme, which M. Bussy 
^extracted ftom the Saponaria. If this principle be treated with 
adds at the temperature 212^, a white matter is precipitated which 
lis escvMc acid, Saponine, by the action of potash, is partly con- 
verted into ^^cuZole o/* potash. Esculic add is insoluble in water, 
soluble in alcohol, and not in nitric add, by which it is transformed 
-into a yellow rosin which dissolves in potash. EscUlic add consists 
of carbon 58*19, hydrogen 8*27, oxygen 34-54. The osculates of 
potadi, soda, and ammoma, are too soluble in ammonia to crystallize. 
^EscuUc add was discovered by M. Fremy,— 2>iima» Traite de 
OUm. V.296. 

XIII.— JVew Yellow Bye far Wool."^ 

CrREaoiRE Sblla rocommeuds the Rhus radicans as an exeellent 
dye. For eight parts of wool take of Rhus radicans, previously 
boiled 8 parts, alum 1 part, cream of tartar -^ part, muriatic add 
solution (consisting of muriatic add 4 parts, pure tin | or 1 part,) 
1 part. Boil them for | of an hour; a fine yellow colour is pro- 
duced. If the dried plant is used, a. pale yellow or hazel colour is 
obtained. This colour resists soap and the: sun as well as the other 
yellow colours, it acquires greater stability if.allowed to.remain 12 
hours, in the vat. 

* BibUothequeUnivereelle, Feb. 8. 1835. 
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HORARY OBSERVATIONS OF THE BAROMETER, THERMOMETER, &c 

(Mide It the Manse of the Partob of Abbey St. Bathen's, Berwickshire, Let. 55^ 5t' N. Long. So 83. W. at 

' tbe httght of about 450 feet above the sea, for the commencement of each hour per clock, beginning at 6 

o'clock in the morning of Monday the SSd Jone, and ending at 6 o'clock in the evenrng of Tueaday the 

23d, dras extending orer 36 honra, according to the suggeetion of Sir John Herscbef.) By the Rev. 

John Wallace. 
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! Strong wind, overcast, with tendency to rain ; an under stratom 
of clouds in rapid liiotion. 
Strongbwind, occasional tendency to rain. 
^ Under stratum of clouds nearly swept away, but the sky veiled 
^ with cirri and cirrostrati. 

i Light clouds driving before the wind under a bed of cirrostratns 
which overspreac^ tiie sky ; occasional light showers. 
I Nimbus along the western and northern horiaon from S.W. to N.£. 
\ sky still entirely veiled, light showers. 
The same nearly as at 11 A JVi. 

Tendency to clear ; lerge masses of cumuli in S.W. quarter of hor. 
) Ctunuli abundant, chiefly in the horizon, and in rapid motion under 
\ the upper stratum which veils the sky. 

iWind increasing, sky nq[udly clearing, cumuli abundant, collected 
in large masses on the western horizon. 
") Clearing ; a beautiful bed of cirri eastward of the zenith, extending 
\ from northward to southward, and farther eastward, in the same 
3 direction, a bed <!if cirrostratus, a few floating masses of cumulus. 

! Light cumuli loating over a blue sky, sun shming through a hazy 
whiteness in the west, streaks of cirrostratus in the east. 
^Cloudless, with the exception of the above mentioned thin hazy 
^ whiteness in the west, and streaks of cirrostratus in the east. 

! Cloudless, with the exception of cirrostratns in the east, which are 
diminishing, and of a mass of black clouds above hor. in N W qr. 
) Cloudless, with the exception of a mass of blaok hazy clouds seen 
\ above the horizon in S.W. quarter, wind sinking. 
Cloudles, with gentle breezes. 

{Nearly cloudless, breeze gentle, faint streaks of aurora borealis rising 
from the horizon towards the zenith, a little eastward of north 
iA bed of cirrostratus northward of east, a litde, above the horison, 
the only exception to a clear sky ; calm,now and then sudden gusts. 
iThe bed of cirrostratus noted above Viiaappeared, another formed in 

> N.E. quarter ; tendency to formation of cloud prevalent ovar the 
3 the sky ; calm, so that wind cannot be noted ; slight deposition. 

! Cirrostratus in N.E. qr. broken, gradually dissipating; hazy clouds 
forming round the hor.; hazy wmte clouds souUid. of zenith ;'Mlnu 
Cirrostratus forming in western part of skv from N to S ; li^ wind. 

SCalm and nearly cloudless, wiih a thin hazy whiteness chiefly dis- 
cemable where the sun is situated. 
! Gentle breeze, considerable masses of cumuli; the hazy whiteness 
accumulating in the eastern part of the heavens. 
The cumuli much increased in mag^tude ; breeze increasing. 
') Breeze decreasing ; a sudden shower ; cumuli moving in large mases ; 

> nimbi seen toward S.E. and N.E. . Clear sky from windward to 
3 zenith, with cumuli floating over it ; hazy clouds in opposite qr. 

! Gentle breeze ; sky clear overhead ; large masses of cumuli round 
horizon to W. and S.E. and nimbus seen in the distance. 
") During preceding hour wind became strong, and shortly sunk aeain 

> into a gende breeze ; nimbus seen in the western quarter : other- 
J wise nearly the same as at 10 A.M. 

Wind again brisk ; heavy masses of cloud In the horizon from S.W. 
to S.E. passing here and there into nimbus. On the northern 
region of the heaven large masses of white cloud forming different 
strata, and nearly at rest 
Wind hushed ; a slight shower ; the sky nesriy overspread with a 
S cloud of the curaulostratus formation rising from a base in the 
3 S.W. quarter ; wind shifting southeastward. 
The above mentioned cbud was speedily transformed into nimbus, 
when a heavy fall of rain, accompanied with hail, took ^ace, but 
did n6t continue long ; oalu ; sky partially «lear ; nimbus still 
, prevailing in the N.W. quarter. 

! During preceding hour ancyiher abort bufheavy fUI of rain ^ ' 
with hail; sky overspread with cirri and cinofltati; cumv^ 
! Brisk wind ; sky overspread with cirri and curoitrati ; lar 
floating below. [same as abov 
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GENERAL SCIENCE. 



SEPTEMBER, 1835. 



Article I. 

On Bacemic Acid. By Thomas Thomson, M.D., &c., Regius 

Professor of Chemistry in the University of Glasgow. 

f Continued from p. 108.^ 

IV. — RACBMATS OF SODA. 

This salt, may be formed precisely in the same way as the 
racemate of potash. I obtained at in very small four-sided 
prisms, apparently right-angled. Sometimes these prisms 
terminated in two faces, applied to each other like the roof 
of a house. Hence, I conceive that the base of the prism is 
an oblique face. Very often the termination is a four-sided 
pyramid. One of the edges of the prism is usually replaced 
by a tangent plane. In general, this salt forms crusts com- 
posed of an aggregation of minute and irregular crystals. 

The taste is saline and bitter, but it approaches much 
nearer to the taste of common salt than racemate of potash 
does. Its specific gravity is 1*611. It is not sensibly soluble 
in alcohol. 100 parts water, at the temperature of 63°, 
dissolve 31*73 of this salt. 

When heated, it does not melt as racemate of potash does, 
but becomes brown, then swells up and bums with flame, 
leaving carbonate of soda brown or gray, if kept long in 
fusion. 

105 grs. of crystals of racemic acid were exactly saturated 
with carbonate of soda, and the solution being evaporated 
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to dryness in a gentle heat, left 122 grs. of racemate of 
soda. Now, it has been shewn above, that 105 grs. of the 
crystals contain 80*991 grs. of real racemic acid, which 
require for saturation 39*268 grs. of soda, making together, 
120*259 grs. Hence, the salt was composed of 

Anhydrous racemate of soda . 120*259 or 12-25 
Water 1*741 „ 0177 

0*177 rather exceeds the sixth part of an atom of water. 
This small quantity m]aj9t have baen m,echanicaUy lodged in 
the salt. Thus, it appears that racemate. of «oda is an anhy- 
drous salt. 

Tartrate of Soda. 

This salt crystallizes in four-sided prisms, rather oblique, 
and usually terminated by a bihedral summit. It is com- 
monly obtained in long needles, consisting of four-sided 
prisms, and having somewhat of a silky lustre. It is not 
altered by being left exposed to the air. 

The taste of this sa\t is saline, and it leaves in the mouth 
an impression similar to that of glauber salt. Its sp. gr. 
at 60° is 1*980. 100 parts of water at 61"^ dissolve 56*37 of 
this salt. It is most sensibly soluble in alcohol. 

When heated it fuses, but speedily loses its water and falls 
to powder. It then becomes brown, and, at last, black ; 
swells up and burns with flame, leaving carbonate of soda 
in the state of a gray salt. 

93*76 grs. of crystals of tartaric acid were saturated with 
carbonate of soda, and evaporated to dryness in a gentle 
heat. The silky crystals obtained weighed 151 grs. Now, 
93*75 tartaric acid crystals contain 8*25 real acid, which 
require 40 of soda to neutralize them. Hence, the salt was 
formed of 

Anhydrous salt .... 122*5 or 12*25 
Water 28*5 „ 2*85 

1510 
28*5 is very nearly 2J atoms of water. It is^bvious, there- 
fore, that tartrate of soda contains 2\ atoms water. 

The absence of water in the crystals of racemate of soda 
constitutes a remarkable difference between it and tartrate 
of soda. It is singular that it should be specifically lighter 
than a salt which contains 2^ atoms of water. 
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V. — ^RACEM ATB OP BABTTB8. 

This salt precipitates ii> the state of a white powder, when 
chloride of barium and racetnate of ammonia are mixed 
together in atomic proportions, after having been separately 
dissolyed in water. 

It is a tasteless salt, haying a sp. gr. of 2*61 5. 100 parts 
of water, at the temperature of 122°, dissolve 0-034 of this 
salt. It is not sensibly soluble' in alcohol. 

When heated it does not melt, but becomes brown, and. 
bums like tinder, giving out a disagreeable fume, which 
acts on the eyes, and smells exactly like lampic add. A 
white carbonate of barytes remains in a state of minute 
division and very light. 

To determine the composition of this salt it was dried in 
the temperature of 100° till it ceased to lose weight ; 20 grs. 
were then kept for several hours in a temperature of 320°. 
The loss of weight was 2*22 grs. When I raised the tem- 
perature a few degrees higher, the salt began to lose its 
white colour, when it was in ccmtact with the glass. If we 
admit that the salt, after being dried at 320°, still retained < 
0-03 grs. of water, its ^composition will be 

1 atom racemic acid . . 8^26 

1 atom barytes .... 9*60 

2 atoms water .... 2-26 

20- 
T€artr€Ue of Barytes. 

This salt may be formed by a similar process as that which 
answers for racemate of barytes. It is a white tasteless 
powder, having a sp. gr. of 2*624. By an indirect experi- 
ment I conclude that 100 parts of water at 63°, dissolve 
0*133 parts of this salt. 

When this salt is heated it exhibits the same phenomena 
as the racemate, excepting that it bums with flame, and 
that the carbonate of barytes remaining does not cohere, 
but is in the state of powder, and much heavier than that 
obtained from racemate of barytes. 

When heated it loses no weight, unless the heat be suffi- 
ciently high to act upon the acid. It is therefore, anhydrous, 
and composed of I atom tartaric acid 8^26 

1 „ barytes . .' . 9*5 

M 2 17*76 
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I stated in a former publication that bitartrate crystallizes 
in rigkt prisms with square bases. B.ut I find, by a more 
careful measurement, that the prisms are ^slightly oblique, 
and that the base also is slightly oblique. 

VI. RACEMATB OF STRONTIAN. 

This salt precipitates when solutions of chloride of. 
strontium and racemate of ammonia are mixed in atomic 
proportions. 

It is a white, soft, tasteless powder, having very much 
the appearance of magnesia alba. Its sp. gr. is 1*409. At 
the temperature of 136^ 100 parts of water dissolve 0*104 
parts of this salt. 

When heated it gives off acetic acid, blackens, bums, 
and leaves a white carbonate of strontian cohering together 
in a friable mass. 

20 grs. of racemate of strontian, previously dried in a 
gentle heat, were exposed to the temperature of 330^, till 
they ceased to lose weight. The loss was 4*5 grs. No 
higher temperature could be applied without incipient 
decomposition taking pl^ce. I conclude, from this experi- 
ment, that the constituents of the salt. are 

1 atom racemicacid . 8*25 
1 atom strontian . . 6*5 
4 atoms water . . . 4*5 



19*25 
Tartrate of StrorUian. 

When dilute solutions of nitrate of strontian and tartrate 
of potash are mixed together, no immediate precipitate 
appears, but the liquid gradually deposits beautiful, crystals 
of tartrate of strontian. They are right oblique prisms. 
Mon M' 113^ 20', Pon M or M' 90°. They are transparent, 
have a vitreous lustre, and resemble the finest specimens of 
calcareous spar. When the saline solutions are. concen- 
trated the tartrate of strontian precipitates in .powder. 

This salt is tasteless. Its sp. gr. is 1*837. At the tern-, 
perature of 170° 100 water dissolve 0^67 of the salt. When 
heated it gives out acetic acid, swells up like a cauliflower, 
bums without flame, and, when acted on by the blowpipe, > 
leaves a very bulky friable carbonate of strontian. Its 
constituents are 
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1 atom tartaric acid . 8*25 

1 atom strontian . . 6'5 

3 atoms water . . . 3*375 



18125 
I heated 20 grs. of the salt (previously dried in a gentle 
heat) in a temperature of 310^. The loss of weight was 
1-87 grs. This scarcely amounts to 1) atoms of water. 
Hence, if the preceding analysis, (made many years ago) be 
correct, tartrate of strontian dried at 310^ still retains the 
half of its water. To determine the point I heated the 
residual 18*13 grs. for two hours, in a temperature of 326^. 
The portion in contact with the glass had become slightly 
yellow, and the weight was reduced to 16*54. Thus, the 
total loss was 3*46 grs. According- to this result the consti- 
tuents of the salt are. Anhydrous salt • 14*75 

Water .... 3*086 
This is rather less than 3 atoms of water, yet it* confirms 
the old analysis. Probably a little of the water had been 
driyen off when the salt was first dried. 

VII. — BACBMATB OF LIME* 

We obtain this salt in powder when we mix together any 
alkaline racemate, and any soluble salt of lime. I have 
generally employed chloride of calcium and racemate of 
ammonia, or of soda. It falls down in the state of a fine 
powder, which may be washed, and dried on a filter. 

The particles of this salt have the property of adhering 
together somewhat like clay, and they stick to every thing 
with which they come in contact while mo»»t. This makes 
it very difficult to wash it. The best way is to allow the 
sediment of racemate of lime to subside in a tall, glass jar, 
then to draw off the clear liquid and fill up the jar again 
with distilled water. By repeating this process three or 
four times, the salt will be washed. It may then be collected 
and dried on the filter. 

Racemate of lime is a white tasteless powder. Its sp. gr. 
is 1*542. At the temperature of 58^, 100 parts of water 
dissolve 0*029 of this salt. Boiling water takes up rather 
more, but still, only a minute quantity. When heated to 
460^, it becomes brownish yellow, shewing that a portrcon of 
its acid has undergone decomposition. When the heat is 
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raised still higher the salt bums like tinder, becomes more 
bulky, and assumes the appearance of a liquid boiling. At 
last it bums with flame, and ultimately leaves a carbonate 
of lime, slightly darkened by a mixture of charcoal. 

To determine the water chemically combined with this 
salt, it was dried at 140^ till it ceased to lose weight. 20 
grs. of this portion were heated to 450^, and kept in that 
temperature till the colour began to become brown. The 
weight was reduced to 13*47 grs. This residue was heated 
in a cmcibie till it was converted into carbonate of lime. 
This carbonate weighed 7*5 grs., equivalent to 4*2 grs. of 
lime. Now, 4*2 grs. of lime require for saturation 9*9 of 
racemic acid. Hence, the salt was composed of 
Racemic acid ... 9*9 or 8*25 

Lime 4*2 „ 3*6 

Water 6*9 „ 4*91 

4*91 water is equivalent to4|-atoms. I think it not unlikely 
that the other f rds of an atom were driven off by the first 
heat of 140^; and that racemate of lime dried in the open 
air is a compound of 

1 atom racemic acid . . . 8*25 

1 atom lime 3*5 

5 atoms water 5*625 



17*375 
Had the temperature been raised to 150°, probably only 
4 atoms of water would have remained. 

Tartrate of Lime. 

When this salt is obtained by double decomposition it 
falls in the state of very minute crystals, which, instead of 
cohering and forming hard lumps like the racemate of lime, 
exist in the state of a loose powder, like sand. Hence, it 
is easily washed, and dried on the filter. 

It is a white, tasteless powder, having asp. gr. of 1*9009. 
100 parts of water at 58"" dissolve 0*013 of this salt, while 
100 parts of boiling water dissolve 0*17 of it. When heated 
nearly to redness, it bums like tinder, and leaves carbon&te 
of lime. 

Its composition s^ms exactly the same as that of race- 
mate of lime. 20 grs. of it, previously dried in the same 
temperature as the racemate had been, were exposed for an 
hour to the heat of 310''. The loss of weight was 4*94 grs. 
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The heat being raised to 326^, and continued for three hours 
longer, the weight of the salt was reduced to 13*85 grs., but 
the salt was discoloured. This residue being burned, left 
7*6 grs. of carbonate of lime, equivalent to 4*2 grs. of lime. 
This being precisely the same result as with racemate of 
lime, it is clear that the composition of both must be the 
same. 

VIII. — RACBMATE OF MAGNESIA. 

Racemic acid does not occasion a precipitate when dropt 
into a solution of sulphate of magnesia ; neither is any pre- 
cipitate produced by racemate of soda. But if we mix solu- 
tions of racemate of soda and sulphate of magnesia in the 
atomic proportions, evaporate the liquid to dryness, and 
then digest the dry residue in water, a white residue re- 
mains, which is racemate of magnesia. 

It is tasteless, has a sp. gr. of 1*980, and at the tempera- 
ture of 64°, 100 parts of water dissolve 0*35 parts of it. 

Magnesia alba dissolves easily in an excess of racemic 
acid in water, when the action is assisted by heat. When 
this solution is concentrated, racemate of magnesia is depo- 
sited in crystalline crusts. It is difficult to free these crusts 
from all excess of acid. After repeated washings they still 
reddened litmus paper. But the addition of a very minute 
quantity of ammonia rendered them alkaline. It is clear, 
from this, that the salt was a simple racemate, with a very 
slight excess of acid. 

10 grs. of the racemate, formed by double decomposition, 
when heated to redness, burned like tinder, and left 1*95 grs. 
of magnesia. The salt being neutral, must have been com- 
posed of Magnesia . . 1-960 or 2*6 

Racemic acid 6*435 „ 8*25 
Water . . . 1*615 „ 2*07 



10*000 
The water is rather less than 2 atoms, probably because 
the salt had been dried by artificial heat. 

The sp. gr. of the racemate obtained by dissolving mag- 
nesia alba in racemic acid, was only 1*32. It was a com- 
pound of 1 atom racemic acid . 8*25 
1 atom magnesia • . 2*5 
4J atoms water . . . 5*0025 

15*7525 
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The water actually obtained was 5*17. This great ^Lcess of 
water in the crystallized salt explains why its specific gravity 
is so much less than that of the precipitated salt. 

Tartrate of Magnesia. 

This salt is easily obtained, by mixing solutions of tartrate 
of soda and acetate of magnesia in atomic proportions. The 
tartrate of mcignesia precipitates. 

It is a snow-white powder, consisting of very minute 
crystals. When moistened and dried slowly it is apt to 
concrete into lumps. It is tasteless, yet a slight impres- 
sion of bitterness is perceptible when the salt is kept for 
some time in the mouth. Its sp. gr. is 1'960. 100 parts 
of boiling water dissolve 0*6 of it; and its solubility is not 
much inferior in cold water. 

The constituents of this salt, according to an old analysis 
of mine, are as- follows : 

1 atom tartaric acid . . 8*26 

1 atom magnesia . . . 2*5 

2 atoms water .... 2*25 

13' 
Thus, in its constitution, it bears a striking resemblance to 

racemate of magnesia. 

The bitartrate of magnesia has an acid taste, and crystal- 
lizes in needles. It contains only 1 atom of water. 

I have been induced to give a description of the eight 
preceding racemates, and the corresponding tartrates, to 
enable the chemical reader to compare them with each 
other. But it would draw out this paper to too great a 
length were I to continue this comparison farther. 

IX. — RACEMATE OF ALUMINA. 

To obtain this salt, 105 grs. of crystals of racemic acid 
were dissolved in water, and the liquid was digested for 
three weeks, in a flask, with 21*25 grs. of alumina, previ- 
ously ignited. Not a particle of the alumina was dissolved, 
but it was gradually converted into a bulky white powder, 
a portion of which adhered obstinately to the glass. 

It was a snow-white, tasteless powder, insoluble in water. 
When heated it decrepitates, and then becomes black, in 
consequence of the destruction of the racemic acid. 
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10 grs. of this salt, after exposure for some honrg to a 
heat of 340"", lost 1.66 gn. The residue, whieh iras still 
white, being ignited in a platinum crucible, became black. 
Being drenched in nitric acid, and again ignited, there 
remained 2*30 grs. of pure white alumina. If we suppose 
the heat of 340° sufficient to drive off all the water, it is 
obvious that the salt was composed of 

Kacemic acid . 6-04 or 8*25 
Alumina . . . 2*30 „ 3*141 
Water. . . . 1*66 „ 2*26 
2*26 is almost exactly 2 atoms of water; and 3*141 is very 
nearly If atoms alumina. I have some doubts whether the 
fths of an atom of alumina was really united with the acid; 
for, when the salt was ignited it was converted into a black 
mass, through which white dots were scattered. I think it 
not improbable, that these white dots were portions of alu- 
mina, which had not been united to the acid. If this sup- 
position be well founded the constituents of the salt will be 
1 atom racemic acid . . 8*25 

1 atom alumina . . . 2*25 

2 atoms water . . . . 2*25 

12*76 
. Tartaric acid acts in a very different manner on alumina 
than racemic "acid does. It dissolves hydrated alumina with 
facility, and, on evaporation, it forms a viscid transparent 
matter, like gum-arabic. It has an acid and sweetish taste, 
and is probably a bi-tartrate. When washed with water a 
white matter remains, brittle, and easily reduced to powder. 
It is tasteless and neutral, and is composed of 

1 atom tartaric acid . . 8*25 
1 atom alumina . . . 2*25 
1 atom water .... 1*125 



11*625 



« X. — ^RACBMATB OF IRON. 

Racemic acid dissolves iron by the assistance of heat, 
with the evolution of hydrogen gas, and soft white needles 
of racemate of iron are deposited. The easiest method of 
obtaining this salt is to dissolve 173*75 grs. of crystallized 
sulphate of iron in 4 cubic inches of boiling water ; to put 
the solution into a phial, which it almost fills. 122| grs. of 
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ra4semate of soda, in powder, are introduced at the same 
time, and then the phial must be well corked and agitated. 
As the racemate of soda dissolTes, the liquid becomes white 
and opaque, and a soft white matter is gradually deposited, 
which is racemate of iron. It may be collected on a filter, 
and washed two or three times with cold water. But, as it 
is not quite insoluble, we must not persist too long, other- 
wise we would lose the whole salt. While drying, it assumes 
a yellowish or buff colour, probably in consequence of ab- 
sorbing a little oxygen. 

Racemate of iron obtained by this process is a soft powder 
which adheres to every thing it touclws. Its taste is sweetish 
and astringent, like the other salts of protoxide of iron. 
At dS"" 100 parts of water dissolve 0-38 of this salt. The 
solution has rather a deep yellow colour, and an inky taste. 
100 parts of water, almost boiling hot, dissolve only 0*4 of 
this salt, or very little more than water at 68^ does. 

When the aqueous solution is evaporated to dryness, the 
racemate is obtained in the state of a semi-transparent dark- 
green crust, seemingly crystalline, though no distinct shape 
could be made out. 

When the salt is raised to the temperature of 400^ it takes 
fire and bums like tinder, and the spontaneous combustion 
continues though the vessel be removed from the sand-bath. 
After the combustion is at an end, nothing remains but per- 
oxide of iron. 

To determine the composition of this salt, 20 grs. of it, 
previously dried in a gentle heat, were left for 24 hours in 
the vacuum of an air pump, over sulphuric acid. The 
weight was reduced to 12*95 grs. Being now heated to 
400^ it underwent spontaneous combustion, and left 4*7 grs. 
of peroxide of iron, equivalent to 4*23 grs. of protoxide. 
Now, 4*23 grs. of protoxide require for saturation 7-74 grs. 
of rac^nic acid. Hence, the constituents of the salt are 
Racemic acid . . . 7*74 or 8*26 
Protoxide of iron . 4*23 „ 4*6 

Water 0*98 „ 1*042 

This is very nearly 1 atom racemic acid . . 8'25 
1 atom protoxide of iron . 4*6 
1 atom water .... 1*126 
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Peroodde of ifoii combines with raoemic aeid, and foitas 
a red coloured salt,. having a hanh and aatringent taste, 
which I did not particularly examine. 

XI. — BAGBMATE OF MANOANESB. 

This salt may be obtained by digesting a solution of race* 
mie acid over carbonate of manganese* The carbonate 
gradually assumes the form of a flesh-red powder. After 
being, dried in the open air it was placed for 48 hours in 
the vacuum of an air pump, over sulphuric acid. 200 grs. 
thus treated lost only 0*9 grs. 

The salt thus dried, when put into the mouth, is, at first, 
tasteless, but, at last, it gives a slight impression of sweet- 
ness. Its sp. gr . is 1 -960. 100 water at Sff" dissolve 0048, 
and at 212P 0*14 of this salt. 

20 grs. of this salt, by exposure for two hours to a heat 
of 270°, were reduced to 18*06 grs. In another experiment 
20 grs. heated to 330° were reduced to 17 grs. 

20 grs., by ignition, were reduced to 6*38 grs. of red 
oxide, equivalent to 6*94 grs. of protoxide. In another 
experiment, 20 grs. left 6*6 grs. of red oxide, equivalent to 
6*06 grs. of protoxide. The mean of the two gives 6 grs. 
of protoxide from 20 grs. of the salt. The constituents, 
therefore, must be 

Racemicacid . . . . 11 or 8*25 = 1 atom 
Protoxide of manganese . 6 „ 4*5 « 1 atom 
Water 3 „ 2*26 » 2 atoms 

20 
Thus, the constitution is the same as that of tartrate of 
manganese. But it is less soluble in water. 

When solutions of chloride of manganese and racemate 
of soda, in the atomic proportions, are mixed together, 
racemate of manganese precipitates in beautiful crystalline 
crusts, having a fine, flesh-red colour, but the shape of the 
crystals could not be recognized. 

XII. — BACBMATB OF NICKBL. 

When solutions of sulphate of nickel and racemate of 
soda, in atomic proportions, are mixed together, a fine 
light^green powder gradually precipitates, which is race- 
mate of nickel. 
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It is tasteless, yet leaves a disagreeable impression in the 
moutii. Its speeific gravity is 1*76176. 100 parts of water 
at 57^, dissolve 0*056 of the salt. The solution is colourless 
and tasteless. 100 parts of boiling water dissolve 1*724 
parts of it. The solution has a fine green colour, and when 
cooled slowly, deposits the salt in small crystals, which, 
under the microscope, seem to be flat rectangular prisms, 
with rectangular bases. 

When this salt is heated, it gradually blackens, then 
buraswith a strong flame, and the greatest part of the 
nickel is volatilized; for, 20 grs. of the salt, treated in 
this way, left only 1-J- gr. of peroxide of nickel. 

To form an estimate of the quantity of combined water 

which it contained, 20 grs. of it were left for 24 hours in 

the vacuum of an air pump, over sulphuric acid. The 

weight was reduced to 16*62 grs. This residue being heated 

for two hours on the sand-bath, in a temperature of 284% 

was reduced in weight to 14*26 grs. Now, if this residue 

was anhydrous, it must have contained 4*845 oxide of nickel, 

and 9^05 racemic acid. This would make the constituents 

Racemic acid . . 9*405 or 8*25 

Oxide of nickel. . 4*8i46 „ 4*25 

Water 2*370 „ 2*08 



16*620 
If we admit that the salt dried at 284° still retained a very 
little water, the combined water will amount to two atoms. 
This, doubtless, represents the true constitution of the salt. 
Carbonate of nickel may be dissolved in an excess of 
racemic acid, by the assistance of heat. On cooling, a 
bluish green powder falls, inferior in beauty, to the race* 
mate, by double decomposition ; but, its constitution is the 
same. (To he eonHimed*) 



Article II. 

On the Number and Character of the Colours that enter into 

the Composition of White Light. By P. C. 

; ( Continued from p. 11 9. J 

It was my intention, when I concluded the last paper on 
this subject, to proceed to some experiments of a difierent 
character ; but the highly interesting papers on Accidental 
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Colours, by C. Tomlinson, Esq., published in your two last 
numbers, which have introduced new methods of obtaining 
these colours, have very naturally recalled my attrition 
to this part of the subject; and, as Mr. Tomlinson considers 
the results of his experiments to be opposed to the existing 
theory, (20.) which it was partly the object of my last paper 
to support, my observations on them may be given, without 
any impropriety, as a continuation of these papers ; more 
particularly, as they will be found to be connected with 
their principal object. 

If we look at the reflection of objects from the first sur- 
&ce of coloured glasses, we find they preserve their proper 
colours, very little modified by the colour of the glass. Thii^ 
is what might be expected ; for, as the light reflected by the 
first surface does not enter into the glass, it is not probable 
that it will be changed by it ; the modification, when any is 
observed, it may be concluded, arises from a mixture of the 
light reflected by the second surface ; the images formed by 
the two reflections, under ordinary circumstances, ^ being 
very little separated, are usually seen blended together. 

In Mr. Tomlinson's first experiments, the circumstances, 
are highly favourable, both to the formation and to the 
separation of the two images ; for the mercury, under the 
coloured medium, must insure a total reflection from the 
second surfstce ; and the depth of the medium, by consi- 
derably extending the inclined path of the incident light 
before it reaches the second surface, must separate the two 
reflections. 

The latter object is not so completely attained by the 
method proposed in the second paper, in which a mirror 
and coloured glasses are substituted for the previous arrange- 
ment; because, in order to obtain a sufficient reflection 
from the second surface, the coloured glass must be thin, 
and the separation of the images is wholly dependent on 
the distance between the first surface, and the sur&ce which 
forms the second reflection. 

In repeating Mr. Tomlinson's experiments, which I have 
done, perhaps not so completely, by putting pieces of coloured 
glass upon a common looking glass ; I have, in some degree, 
obviated this objection, by keeping the coloured glass at 
some distance from the surface of the mirror; this produces 
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a sufficient separation of the two refleetionSy but it is open 
to the objection, that the reflection from the second surface 
of the coloured glass, is mixed with the reflection from the 
first surface : in practice, however, I have never discovered 
any inconvenience from the superpositi<m of the two reflec- 
tions ; the accidental colour being, as fibr as I can judge, 
precisely the same as that obtained by placing the coloured 
glass close to the mirror. This, though at first view it- 
appears to be attended with some difficulty, is perfectly 
consistent with the principles we have advanced ; the eye, 
under the influence of a stronger impression of the same 
kind, is insensible to the smaller quantity of coloured light 
within the shadow.* 

I have since improved upon this method, by placing the 
coloured glass upon a mirror, inclined towards the window, 
as in the last experiment, and by then raising the edge of 
the glass nearest the window, until the two images of the 
finger, placed so as to form a shadow, are sufficiently sepa* 
rated : the object being to reflect the light from the mirror 
through that part of the coloured glass from which the 
direet light is excluded, is thus readily accomplished. 

* The complementary colours sometimM exhibited by shadows, in coloured 
rooms, may be explained npon the same principle. 

The room in which I am sitting is painted a reddish drab ; and there being two 
windows in it, at some distance from each other, objects placed to intercept the 
l%ht, form two shadows npon the opposite wall ; both these shadows are, of.coaiae» 
enlightened by one window only, and I hare frequently been struck with the blue 
or rather, violet appearance of shadows, thus partially illuminated, when my mind 
has been occupied with subjects of a different character. The eye, in this case, 
impressed with the light of both windows, reflected from the coloared walls, is 
not only insensible to the feeble excess of colour within the shadow, but^ alsOi t9 
the light of the same kind, which enters into the composition of the white light 
that accompanies it. I hare generally observed that, to a certain extent, the less 
the shadow is enlightened, the more distinctly it appears of the complementary 
. colour of the room. 

To satisfy myself of the correctness of this explanation, I received the shadow 
of an object partly upon a sheet of white paper, and partly upon the wall against 
which the paper was placed ; upon examining the divided shadow I could discover 
no difference in the accidental colour produced under these different circumstances, 
except, perhaps, a litde more distinctness of colour in .that part of the shadow 
which fell on the white paper. When the accidental colour is not seen upon first 
viewing the shadow, it may generally be discovered by looking at the enlightened 
wall and the shadow, in succession. 

Probably the vivid appearance of accidental colours, when the eyes «re closed 
after being impressed, may be attributed to the same cause : viz. the insensibility 
of the eyes to colours so suddenly and greatly reduced in intensity. 
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It will be seen, upon an inspection of the two images, 
that the accidental image is formed by light reflected from 
the first surface of the coloured glass, without any admix- 
ture of coloured light from the mirror; this part of the 
mirror being invariably occupied with the shadow of the 
finger ; the accidental image, therefore, always corresponds 
with the shadow of the intercepting object, which, by suf- 
fering it to overlap the coloured glass, will be seen conti- 
nued upon the mirnMT in corresponding lines. The coloured 
image, on the contrary, is regulated by the position of the 
coloured glass, and is evidently foimed by the coloured light 
reflected by the mirror through that part of the glass, from 
the first surface, of which there is no reflection, the direct 
light being intercepted by the finger. The accidental 
image, then, is formed by the light reflected from the first 
surfiLce only ; the coloured image is formed by light trans- 
mitted twice through the coloured glass, without any mix- 
ture of the light reflected by the first surfiBMse ; and the 
remainder of the glass derives its colour from a mixture of 
both. Hence it is, that the coloured image is much more 
brilliant than the general surface, the latter being diluted 
with the white light reflected by the first surface.^ The 
coloured image is beautifully transparent, while the other 
parts of the, surface exhibit a slight degree of opacity, or, 
what may be termed, a glassy appearance^ arising from the 
first reflection, which is the more conspicuous from its being 
formed, whatever may be the colour of the reflectors of 
white light. 

The two images being thus accounted for, we have now 
to explain how the one becomes the accidental colour of the 
other. 

We are not to suppose, because, the light reflected by the 
first surface is white, that the image formed by it must be 
a white, corresponding with the surrounding atmosphere ; 
the quantity of light thus reflected is so small, that it ought 
to be invisible to an eye impressed with this light ; and 
this, in fact, is the case ; the image being frequently seen, 
when the eye has been previously occupied with strong 
white light, nearly, or quite black ; "* as the eye gradually 

* Mr. Delaval observed that all coloured liquids appeared black by reflected 
light, when there was no reflection from the second surface. 
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recovers its power to perceive weaker light, the black image 
becomes lighter, and atlength assumes a gray appearance, 
such as might be expected from a small quantity of white 
light reflected from a black ground. The change from 
black to gray corresponds in its circumstances with the 
gradual appearance of objects in a dark room, after the eyes 
have been exposed to strong light. 

But, unless the eye be steadily directed to the object, 
the image, instead of becoming gray, assumes the appear- 
ance of the accidental colour, of the colour by which it is 
surrounded. If we look steadily at the image, so as to 
preserve the gray appearance of it, the accidental colour 
will in a short time be seen upon its margin, from the 
involuntary motioiv of the eyes, precisely as it is observed in 
looking at a white object upon a coloured ground ; and, the 
slightest motion of the eyes, which, with the exception of 
the accidental image, are wholly impressed with the colour 
of the ground, extends it until the colour becomes uniform, 
which, indeed, it is not easy, for any length of time, to 
prevent. 

If we look from one image to the other, which we naturally 
do when we make the experiment without any particular 
caution, the accidental colour is much finer than when the 
eye is impressed with the coloured ground only ; the coloured 
image being much more vivid than the ground upon which 
it is seen. 

In order to satisfy myself of the correctness of this ex- 
planation, I made such an arrangement that the whole of 
the coloured glass, with the exception of the two images of 
my finger, which formed the shadow, was covered ; so that, 
upon looking at the two images in succession, the accidental 
image fell upon a part of the eye which was impressed with 
the coloured image, and upon a part of it not thus impressed, 
alternately ; in the former case, it assumed the accidental 
colour, and in the latter, the gray appearance I 'have before 
described: the result of the experiment was very decided, 
as, by a slow motion of the eye, both colours were seen at 
the same time. The alternations ought not to be too rapid. 

When the coloured glass is tilted considerably, a breadth 
of white light is reflected by the mirror to the under side of 
the coloured glass, which meets the eye after one transmis-* 
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sion^ and which is, consequently, of a lighter colour : the 
experiments before described, being repeated in this light, 
produced the same results. 

When the experiment was made with orange-yellow glass, 
the accidental colour was violet ; with green glass, the acci- 
dental colour was crimson ; and with crimson glass, green : 
thus confirming, as far as I have proceeded, by a new and 
unexpected method, the results of my former experiments. 

The principle upon which this explanation has been 
attempted is applicable to a variety of other subjects. 

The effect of contrast in heightening colours is well 
known j but, I believe, not satisfectorily accounted for ; at 
any rate, the combinations which produce the best effect 
are not reduced to any fixed rules ; and as the subject is of 
great importance to the artist, and to others who have any 
thing to do with the arrangement of colours, I may be 
excused, perhaps, if I lengthen this communication, by 
shewing in what manner the principle upon which acci- 
dental colours are formed is applicable to it. 

Objects, though they appear of a particular colour, gene- 
rally reflect light of the three primitive colours ; and the 
light thus reflected, forms white light until either one or 
two of the colours are exhausted ; leaving the colour, or 
colours, in excess, diluted with the white light thus formed, 
to exhibit the proper colour of the body from which it is 
reflected. 

If, then, we look, at a coloured body, when the eye has 
been previously prepared by looking at its complementary 
colour, we not only see the colour which distinguishes it, 
with full effect, but we also see the white light which 
accompanies it, converted to the same colour ; thus, adding 
to the quantity of the coloured light in excess, and, at the 
same time, increasing its intensity, by removing the effect 
of the white light, by which, when the eye i^ not rendered 
insensible to the complementary colour of the object, the 
primary colour is diluted. 

On the contrary, if we prepare the eye by looking at the 
same colour, instead of the complementary colour, or at 
any compound colour of which it forms a party the colour of 
the body is lessened in intensity ; in some cases, so much so 
as to be wholly lost, and even converted to its complemen- 

VOL. II. N 
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tary colour. When, for instanee, we look for some time at 
the lackered koob of a lock, upon a door, originally white, 
but rendered yellow by the usual effect of time, the white 
appears to recover its former purity; and when the eye 
directed to it has been too much impressed to stop at this 
point, it is converted to violet, its complementary colour ; 
or, if we look for a short time at crimscm and red, alter* 
nately, the former approaches to violet, and the latter 
appears of a dull brick colour. 

It may be supposed that when two colours are brougi]^ 
near to each other, as in a picture, for instance, the eye 
does not rest long enough upon one of these colours to pro- 
duce any effect with regard to the other; or, that the 
colours occupy different parts of the eye, and, therefore, do 
not interfere with each other ; but the facts are otherwise ; 
if the eye rests upon a colour for a few seconds only, or 
when the transition from one colour to the other is so rapid 
as only to give time to observe the different colours, as 
exemplified in the two coloured shadows we have been 
treating of, it produces a very decided effect ; and it will be 
found that however near the colours are to each other, 
there is a slight motion of the eye, when the attention is 
turned from one to the other, which brings them in succes- 
sion to the same part of it. 

These observations are verified by several of the preceding 
experiments ; and by many others which I have not con- 
sidered it necessary to insert. It appears, from them, that 
to exalt a colour it might be placed near its complementary 
colour ; and that to depress it, the eye must be prepared l^ 
the same colour, or a compound colour in which it takes a 
part. Nature has given us many examples; her finest 
productions are frequently heightened by contrast; even 
the bloom of the rose derives additional beauty from the 
green leaves which surround it. 

The phenomena of accidental colours are highly interesting' 
and instructive ; the colours are produced with a facility 
which those who are not familiar with the subject are not 
prepared to expect ; and there is no appearance connected 
with them, that I am acquainted with, which does not admit 
of an easy and simple explanation upon the received theory. 
We cannot, however, attribute the appearance of accidental 
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eolours to insensibility of the eye aiising frdm fati^de ot 
exhaustion; because the prepaTatioD for this fbrnlation 
commences instantaneously, and two colours, eonaplenien- 
tary to each other, as w6 Ittre seen in a former experiment, 
may be both exalted by the most rapid transition. 

I hare before noticed that the tnotion of the eye*lids 
preserves the power of the eyes to distinguish colours. 
From some observations I have since made, I am disposed 
to attribute this to the influence of the accidental coloui^ 
of the objects in view ; formed in the eyes when they are 
closed, though, from the rapidity of the motion, they ai^ 
not visible. In making some experiments with the green 
centre of a hearth-rug, in order to determine the shortest 
time in which its accidental colour might be seen, I foiltid 
that a beautiful crimson, approaching to scarlet, was pro^ 
duced, by looking at the rug only time enough to form ^ 
distinct perception of its colour, which occupied less than 
a second ; and that if the eyes were closed a little more 
deliberately than when it is done by the usual involuntary 
motion, the accidental colour was seen, before the eyes werd 
quite cldsed. Upon repeatedly opening and closing the 
eyes, so as just to give time to form a distinct perception of 
the primary and accidental colours in succession, I observed 
that the colour of the rug, so far from being lessened in 
intensity, was rendered more vivid than when the eyes 
were first directed to it. 

The accidental colour in this experiment, is not correctly 
complementary, in consequence of the more ready admis* 
sion of the red than the violet light, through the eye-lids ; 
after the accidental image has been some time formed, it 
a(>proaches nearer to its proper colour. P. C. 

To the Editor of the Records of General Science. 
Weston Super Mare, July 16, 1836. 

Note by the Editor. — It is an interesting circumstance, that 
while so many of our pages have been devoted to inquiries 
into the nature of light and its modifications, the same suIh 
jeet should be ti^en up by a foreign contemporary. M^ 
Plateau, in a very excellent paper published in the Annale9 
de Chimie et de Physique, Iviii. 387, proposes a theory for 
tlie explanation of accidental colours, after disscussing at 
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eonsideraible lengtB, those which have heen previously pro* 
posed* The latter amount to eight. 

1. The earliest theory was that of Jurin, detailed in his 
Essai sur la Visum JDistincte et Indtsttncte^ inserted in Smith's 
Optical Treatise. He considers the phenomena of accidental 
colours to depend on this principle : that when we have 
been for some time affected with a sensation , immediately 
on our ceasing to be affected with it, a contrary one is pro- 
ducedy sometimes by the act of cessation, and at other times 
by causes which on another occasion would scarce produce 
the same sensation in any degree ; or, at least, not in the same 
intensity. Thus, after looking at a brilliant object, if we fix 
the eye upon a wall, an image of the object will be observed^ 
but it will be the reverse of brilliant. Analogous cases 
occur with regard to the other senses. After great and 
tedious pain, a pleasurable sensation follows. The intensity 
of a cold bath is succeeded by great heat. When we pro-, 
ceed from a strong light into a dark chamber, we seem to 
be enveloped in obscurity, but after remaining for some time 
the room appears to be deprived of its darkness. 

2. Scherffer published a theory in 1761, [Dissertation sur 
les Couleurs AcddentaUs, Jovarmd de Physique de Rozier^ 
X3cvi. 1786.) which is of the following import : If a sense 
receives a double impression, one of which is strong and 
lively, and the other weak, we are not sensible of the latter. 
This ought to happen principally when they are of the same 
species, or when a strong action of an object upon some 
sense is followed by another of the same nature, but much 
milder, and less powerful in degree. Thus, if, after looking 
attentively at a green object, we direct the eyes upon a 
white ground, the eye being fatigued by long attention to 
the green colour, and being then suddenly cast upon the 
white surface, is not in a condition readily to receive a 
weaker impression of green rays. Now, all the modifica- 
tions of light are reflected by the white surface, but the 
green is less in quantity, compared with what reached the 
eye from the green ground. If, then, we fix the eye upon 
white paper, those parts of it which had previously re- 
ceived a stronger impression of green light than the others, 
cannot now appreciate all the effect of this light. 

This theory, slightly modified by others who have adopted. 
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it, ascribes the cause of accidental colours to the diminution 
in the sensibility of the retina, in consequence of its being 
fatigued by a prolonged impression from a particular set of 
rays, without the qualification that the second impression 
should be more feeble than the first. 

3. Another theory proposed by Scherffer, considers the 
accidental image as the consequence of the prolongation of 
the feebler impression, produced by rays different from the 
predominant colour of the object. 

4. De Godart advanced two theories in 1776, (Journal de 
Physique, viii. i.) He endeavours to prove by experiment 
that the scale of tones of vision is as follows, beginning with 
the highest : JBlacky blue, green, red, yellow^ white. He 
supposes that, after looking at a coloured object, if we cast 
the eye upon a white ground, the continued direct impres- 
sion produced by the object, acts upon the sensation front 
the white, so as to lower the tone^ and, this diminution is in 
proportion to the elevation of the original impression. For 
example, if we look at a red object, as the red impression 
which remains on the eye is raised, according to the scale, 
three toTies above the black, it will lower the white the 
same number of tones, which will reduce it to green, the 
accidental colour of red. 

6. The second theory of De Godart appears to be a modi- 
fication of that of insensibility* It supposes that a fibre, 
acted upon by one object, remains incapable of communi- 
cating the sensation of another, as long as it preserves the 
impression of the first ; and that the different colours being 
expressed by portions of the same fibre, which are propor- 
tionally short according to the vividness of the tone ; that 
part which has not acted, being excited by the white, pro- 
duces the accidental colour. That is, if we look at a red 
object, and cast the eyes upon a white ground; then, 
according to De Grodart, the only portion of the fibre which 
has not been acted on, will be excited to vibrate by the 
white, and will produce the sensation of green. If the red 
impression affects the eye, red and green, that is, white 
will be perceived ; or, in other words, no accidental colour 
will be seen. 

6. Darwin adopted the principle that the retina becomes 
insensible, in consequence of fatigue from the action of the^ 
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same set of rays eombined the idea of contraiy s^isations^ 
advaneed by Jurin. Thus, the green image seen when the 
eyes are cast npoa a white ground, after having been fixed 
upon a red object, proceeds from two causes : 

1. The retina, fatigued by the red, has become insensible 
to the rays of this colour, and is nqw only affected by the 
complementary green. 

2» This part of the retina takes on, spontaneously, an 
opposite mode of action, which produces the sensation of 
the complementary green colour. 

Hence, we see that if the accidental image, (or inverse 
Mpeetnan^ as Darwin calls it, in opposition to direct spectra^ 
that is, to the images which preserre the colour of objects), 
is obserred in a dark place, or on a coloured sur&ce, its 
production may be ex^ained by attributing it to the second 
cause alone; for, from the nature of this cause, the acci- 
dental colours may be produced without the participation 
of external light. 

7. The theory of contrast was developed in the year 13, 
by Prieur of Cote d'Or, in a memoir read to the Institute. 
(See an analysis of it in Annates de Ckimie^ vol. liv.) He 
employs the word contrast to characterize the effect of the 
simultaneous prospect of two differently coloured objects. 
In other words, it is a comparison from which results the 
perception of some difference, either great or small ; and 
farther, the new colours developed by contrast, are always 
conformable to the shade from which they were obtained, 
fay extracting from the peculiar colour of the one body, the 
rays analogous to the colour of the other body. Thus, io 
eertam circumstances, a small stripe of orange paper, placed 
upon a leaf of red paper, appears yellow, that is, a colour 
which- may be considered as orange deprived of its red. 
Upon yellow paper it appears red. 

8. Sir David Brewster (Edinb, Encychp. i., Pkihsopkic. 
Mag. iv. 354., Letferson Natural Magic, p. 22.) compares 
the«late of the eye during the contemplation of a coloured 
object, to that of the ear during the perception of a sound ; 
and admits that the vision of the primary and^accidental 
colours are simultaneous, in the same manner that the 
fundamental and harmonic sounds are perceived by the* ear 
at the same time. Thus, the green accidental colour which 
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is produced by the red, exists on the retina while we look 
at the red oljfect, and when we cast our eyes upon a white 
ground, the green impression, which is then isolated from 
its combination with the primary impression, is added to 
the white impression. The following are illustrations of 
this theory : 

1* " The effect of this vision of green is to cause the red 
to appear paler, by mixing with it. The red and the green 
tend to produce white. But, as the direct red predominates 
greatly over the accidental green, the result is always a pale 
red." 

2. If, after looking at a stick of red wax, long enough to 
occasion an intense accidental colour, (still looking at the 
wax), we approximate the eye to the flame of a candle, 
which is placed in such a manner that the rays proceeding 
from the object to the eye pass close to the flame ; then 
the colour of the wax ceases to act upon the retina, and 
appears black ; the stick, at the same time, appears covered 
with a feeble greenish phosphorescent light. In this in- 
stance the accidental image appears to exhibit itself during 
the contemplation of the coloured object. 

3. In an apartment painted with a bright colour, and 
upon which the sun shines, the parts of the furniture upon 
which the light does not fall directly, appear tinted with 
the complementary colour. Again, when the light of the 
sun penetrates through a small aperture, in a coloured 
stuff curtain, if the light is received on white paper, its 
colour is complementary to that of the curtain. 

Plateau objects to the first experimeni, because he sup? 
poses that Sir David Brewster probably placed the coloured 
object upon a white ground, as when we wish to observe 
the accidental colours. In this case, after looking long at 
the object, its colour would be diluted by the white. The 
ol^ect ought to be insulated and placed on a black surface. 
Then the colour, instead of becoming paler, would be darker. 
This may be illustrated by placing a piece of red paper on a 
black ground. Look at the paper steadily, keeping the eye 
upon the same point ; then, without changing the position of 
the eye, place by the side of this paper a second piece of the 
same coloured paper. It is obvious that the image of the latter 
falling upon a different part of the retina, will serve as a 
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means of comparison, and will enable us to appreciate the 
apparent alteration experienced by the colour of the first. 
Now, this change is rendered very sensible; the paper 
which has produced a prolonged impression appears darker' 
than the other. We are also certain^ by this means, thai 
the alteration in the colour of the object is progressives 
that is to say, at first feeble, and, increasing with the length 
of time that it is contemplated. In the second experiment. 
Plateau conceives that the conclusion drawn is not at all 
evident : viz. that the two colours exist at the same time, 
since it is obvious, from the wax appearing black, that the 
presence of the flame prevents the red rays from being 
perceived. 

' The accidental colours developed in experiments like the 
last, (3.) Plateau considers as distinguished by particular 
properties, different from those pertaining to colours which 
succeed the action of colourejd light. For, the intensity of 
the latter is proportionally greater as the action of the 
coloured light is prolonged. The former, on the contrairy, 
possess all their intensity in a very short space of time, and, 
if we continue to look at them, the colour becomes feebler. 
Thus, if we hold between a window and the eye a piece 
of semi-transparent red paper, upon which a strip of white 
card is applied, the small strip will appear of a green shade; 
and, if we continue to look at it, the colour will become less 
intense. Hence, he concludes, we should beware of con- 
founding the two kinds of accidental colours, and that the 
existence of the one set does not necessarily lead us to infer 
the co-existence or the other set. 

9. Having proved, a^ he conceives, that accidental colours 
do not proceed from a moral cause, but originate from a true 
affection of the retina ; and, since they can be developed 
without any participation of external light. Plateau con- 
cludes, 1. That the accidental image results from a peculiar 
modification of the organ, by which a new sensation is spon- 
taneously produced : 2. He infers, from experiments, that 
** the accidental image is always preceded by the continued 
action of the primary image:" 3. " The mixture of two 
real complementary ' colours produces white, and that of 
two corresponding accidental colours forms the opposite of 
white or black.** 
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; 4. ^^ These two accidental colours haye redprocally the 
the same tints as the two real colours ; they are also com- 
plementary, the one to the others that- is to say, they 
have the relation of tints which two real colours ought to 
have to produce white." Hence, " since any two real com- 
plementary colours form, together, white^ any two accidental 
complementary colours produce the opposite of white or 
black." 

5. ''In all the cases, where real colours, by combining, 
produce white, the accidental colours of the same tints pro- 
duce the opposite, or black." 

6. Hence, the *' accidental impression is of an opposite 
nature to the direct corresponding impression. 

7. Combining the previous results, (1, 2, and 7), it may 
be concluded that when the retina, after having been excited 
for some time, by the presence of a coloured object, is sud- 
denly withdrawn from this excitement^ the impression prd- 
duced by the object continues to subsist, during a period 
which is generally very short ; after which, the retina ac- 
quires, spontaneously, a state opposite to its first condition, 
from which the perception of the accidental colour results. 

8. A new property is thus admitted in the retina ; for, 
^* the retina opposes to the action of light a resistance which 
increases with the duration of this action, and from which 
there appears to us, when we look at an object for a long 
time, a progressive weakeningin the brightnessof the object. 

9. Plateau sums up the substance of his theory as fol- 
lows : When the retina is submitted to the action of the 
rays of any colour, it resists their action, and strives to 
regain its normal state with an increasing force. If it is 
then suddenly withdrawn from the exciting cause, it returns 
io the normal state, by an oscillatory movement, propor- 
tionally great according to the prolongation of the action, 
and by which the impression passes, at first, from a positive 
to a negative state, then continues generally to oscillate in 
a manner more or less regular, while weakening; some- 
times terminating by disappearing and re-appearing alter- 
nately ; at other times passing successively from the nega- 
tive to the positive state, and vice versa. 

The interval which elapses between the instant when the 
retina is withdrawn from the action of the coloured object. 
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and that when the impreasiion begiiiB to assume the n^attve 
state» constitutes what is understood by the persistanee of 
the impressions of the retina^ and the negative phases of the 
impression, form the phenomenon of accidental colours. 



Article III. 

Proceedings of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 

This fine Natural Institution continues to prosper far beyond 
anticipation. The Fifth Annual Meeting, which commenced 
at Dublin on the 10th and terminated on the 15th of August, 
as much surpassed the Edinburgh meeting, both in the 
interest of the proceedings and in the numbers of indivi- 
duals who flocked to take a share in the daily business, as 
the latter meeting exceeded that which preceded it. It 
is pleasing to be able to prove this assertion, by a statement 
of facts: The receipts in Edinburgh were £1,626, while 
those in Dublin were £1,750. The nuniber of subscribers 
in Edinburgh was little above a thousand : in Dublin, it 
amounted to 1,228; and, it is quite certain that it would 
have been much greater, if it had not been that the arrange- 
ments of the Local Committee were either not generally 
known, or not attended to in time by many residents, whose 
applications could not be received after the commencement 
of business, in consequence of the great influx of strangers .''^ 
That the capital of Ireland was chosen as the place of con- 

* It is easy to complain and find fault, bat while we approye highly of the 
general aorrangements of the Dnblin local committee, we cannot refrain from 
•ubmitting for the consideration of the Bxistol oommittee, the importanoe of adopt* 
ing a method of giving out Tickets and receiving subscriptions, which shaU dis- 
pense with the crowding, and fighting we might almost term it, which is unavoid- 
able by the mode at present pursued, and which seems to paralyse those engaged 
in the troublesome task. It would be proper also that persons should be employed 
in these preliminary arrangements, who are acquainted with the names of those 
engaged in prosecuting science. It is ridiculous to hear such a question as, " Have 
you written any papers ?** addressed to men holding the highest place in science. 

A great error committed in Dublin was, in having the gardens attached to the 
Kotnmda, open during the evening meetings. One of the most curious and 
interesting Lectures delivered during the week, viz. that of Mr. Wheatstone, on 
Saturday, was not heard by the greater proportion assembled in the room, in con- 
sequence of interruption from persons going to the gardens and returning to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



1835.] iieAdmncemeniofSeiaw. 187 

vention for themeetipgiof tkisyear, we know was hailed by 
our hospitable neighbours with those feelings which we 
should have expected from the coaatrjnzien of sueh scientific 
lights as Robert Boyle, Kirwan, and Brinkley. But that 
the reception given to the Members of the British Associa^ 
tion could have been equal to what each individual member 
found it to be, we are confident none could have most 
distantly anticipated. If respect to the delicate feelings of 
our open-hearted friends did not forbid eveiy one who 
shared in the kindness which was so liberally exhibited, to 
remove that thin veil which ought always to prevent private 
hospitalities from being held up to public gaze ; how could 
not each of the twelve hundred and twenty-eight members 
of the British Association depict innumerable instances of 
traits of character, of friendly actions, and of soundness of 
principle which could not be exceeded, go where he might; 
and must ever be viewed by the philanthrophist, as most 
honourable to human nature. The present meeting has 
demonstrated that Science is not asleep Ju Ireland, but that 
it is quietly and modestly cultivated, and is ready to burst 
forth whenever due encouragement is administered to fan its 
kindling embers. That the causes of dissension which have 
so long prevailed in the green island may speedily be dissi- 
pated, and that the United kingdom and the Sister island 
may in future aspire only to increase each other's prosperity 
and greatness, was the public expression of some of the 
most distinguished leaders, and was ardently responded to by 
every member of the Association . Let us hope that Science, 
which is not sectarian in its nature, which is of no country, 
or climate, but which is universal as the principle of gravity, 
may tend to heal all chafing wounds, and serve to unite in 
the bonds of friendship, all those who are engaged in inves- 
tigating her hidden stores, the wonders of creation. 

On Monday the 10th of August tickets of admission were 
procured by strangers ; those of residents having previously 
been obtained, as required by a public announcement. 

In addition to most of the British men of science, several 
foreigners joined the lists of the Association. Among these 
were M. Agassiz, of Neuchatel, and Dr. Moll, of Utrecht, 
who were also present at Edinburgh. 

At 10 a.m. the different Committees of the Sections began 
to meet. 
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The Sections were as formerly, six in number. 
, A. Mathematics and Physics. 

Subsection A* Mechanical Arts. This subdivision was 
formed in consequence of the press of matter in the depart-* 
ment of General Physics. 

B. Chemistry and Mineralogy. 

C. Geology and Greography* 
D* Zoology and Botimy.^ 
£. Anatomy and Medicine. 
F. Statistics. 



Geology and Geography — Monday^ lOtk August.* President, 
Mr. Griffith. Vice-Presidents, Mr. Murcbison ; Pro- 
fessor Sedgwick. Secretaries, Captain Portlock; 
Mr. ToRRiE. 
I. The Chairman exhibited a Geological Map of Ireland, 
the construction of which had occupied his attention for 
many years ; and, although there might be some errors in 
matters of detail, he believed that it was generally correct, 
and afforded a faithful outline of the physical structure of 
Ireland. 

One remarkable peculiarity in the physical structure of 
Ireland is, that while the waters are almost every where 
fringed with ranges of primary mountains^ the interior of 
the country is level, or slightly undulated, and hence the 
course of most of the Irish rivers ; in fact, the Shannon 
affording the only exception to this remark. 

Another remarkable circumstance in the physical history 
of Ireland, is the frequent occurrence of long ranges of 
granite hills, often attaining the height of twenty or thirty 
miles, and running parallel to each other. In ancient times 
roads were constructed on the tops of these natural mounds. 
The usual course of these ridges is E. & W., but occasion- 
sionally they are N. & S. 
These heaps of granite give an undulatory aspect to the 

• To Professor Powell of Oxford, and Dr. Scoulerof Dublin, the Editor is 
•fauoit. solely indebted fior the reports of the proceedings of the Geological and 
Physical Sections. He is himsdf responsible for the details relating to that of 
Chemistry , and for the other reports he is obliged to Mr. King of Dublin and 
to other sources. 
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country ; snd, it is to this eircumstfince t^at the profusioii 
of ridges in Ireland is owing ; the depressions between the 
the ridges becoming reeeptacles for water, and being after- 
wards obliterated by the formation of peat, the result of the 
decay of aquatic plants. 

It is, of course, beneath this aecnmulation of peat, and 
in the subjacent marl that the remains of the Irish elk are 
found . This marl is,' in part at least, produced by the granite 
previously described, and sometimes attains a thickness of 
forty feet. 

The speaker then proceeded to consider the stratified 
rocks ; first describing the primary tracts which occur to- 
wards the coast, and then the vast and level district of 
calcareous rocks which occupies almost the whole of the 
interior of the island. The elevation of the strata through- 
out Ireland is remarkably uniform, being N. E. and S. W« 
in almost every part of the island; to this remark, however^ 
there are some exceptions, as, in the county of Tyrone, 
where the elevation of the strata is from N. to S. 

Fit>m what has been stated, it is obvious that the primary 
rocks generally occur near the coast, constituting the mouu* 
tainous regions of Down, Donegal, Mayo, Galway, and 
Wicklow, &c. These regions containing all the usual primary 
masses ; as gneiss, mica-slate, clay-slate, and quartz rock» 
present in each locality many interesting appearances, 
which we have not sufficient leisure to detail. 

Quartz rock, however, occurs at Dunmore Head, under 
some interesting modifications. It contains abundance of 
globular concentric concretions, diflTering, in no respect, in 
their structure from the fibrous masses found in trap, and,, 
like them, decomposing in crusts. 

In Donegal, beds of primary limestone occur, often 
alternated with mica slate, and have, in many cases, been 
changed into dolomite. 

Mr. 6. then remarked that his information concerning 
the transition formations was less complete. The$e rocks, 
consist of the greywacke and old red sandstone formations.. 
In Cove of Cork both these are schists containing fossils. 

. These transition and schistose rocks are succeeded by the 
mountain limestone, which occupies about two- thirds of. 
the whole sur&ce of Ireland. The organic remains found 
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in theie calcArMas KMsks are, in gisfaerttl, the swme met tbose 
found in England. 

This limestone is racceeded by the cosi formation. Th« 
newer seeondary strata only oocmt in the north of Irehmd, 
where we have the new red sandstone, with g}rpsam and 
beds of magnesian limestone, and these roeks are succeeded 
by lias, oolite, and chalk. 

2. Dr. West afterwards I'ead an able paper on the geo^ 
graphy of South Greenland. 

Tuesday y llth. — 3. The Rev. Archdeacon Verschoyle read 
an interesting paper on a series of trap dykes Which occur 
in the counties of Mayo and Sligo. 

These dykes are remarkable for the length and distinct- 
ness of their course. Their elevation is E. & W. They 
are, consequently, parallel to each other, and one of them 
has been traced for a distance of forty^^five miles^ These 
dykes, during this long course, intersect a great variety of 
roeks, as slate, sand-stone, limestone, mica, and slate, &c., 
and here produced many curious changes, converting the 
sandstone into quartz, and even giring it a columnar form. 
It was the opinion of the Reverend gentleman^ that these 
veins, or a series of them, extended across the island. Mr. 
Griffith here remarked, that beween Dundrum and Dun- 
dalk, on the opposite side of the island, a great number of 
trap veins had been observed. 

4. Professor John Phillips next read a paper on the fossil 
Astacidee. 

The speaker commenced by making some remarks on the 
natoral history of the genus Astacus. Of the species which 
compose the genus Astacus, as at present existing, some are 
found in salt and others in fresh water. There are two 
empiric characters by which the marine may be distinguished 
from the fluveatile Astaci : In the marine species the lateral 
divisions of the tail are transversely divided, while in the 
fresh water species the division is longitudinal. The marine 
species have ako large didactylous claws to the first pair 
of feet. 

All the fossil species pOssesn^ those characters which be-^ 
long to the marine division. Proceeding to investigate the 
question as to the possibility of identifying strata by means 
of their organic remains, it was remarked that the study of 
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the fossil JETpeeies of the present genus did not aftnd results 
very flivourable to sneh a hypothesis. Confining our attend- 
tion to the oolite and lias, it was observed that one species 
of Astacus was found in every bed, itom the lowest of th^ 
lias to the uppermost of the oolite. 

One species was confined to the coral rag ; four species 
were peculiar to the green sand ; some of the species were 
more local, and others appear to have had a wider geogra^ 
phical distribution, as is the case with the Astaci of the 
present day. 

Mr. Griffith then resumed the explanation of his Geolo^ 
gical Map, and described the erupted rocks which have 
been observed in Ireland. He divided the unstratified 
masses into three portions : 1. Those occurring in transi-^ 
tion and primary rocks : 2. In the older secondary : 3. In 
the newer secondary. 

It was remarked that the limestone which comes in con«- 
tact with the erupted rocks of the primary division, is often 
changed into dolomite. 

Green stones occur among the older secondary rocks in 
the county of Limerick. These green stone beds are appar- 
ently interstratified with the lime-stone, but fragments of 
this latter rock are included in the trap. 

The trap veins occurring in the newer secondary for- 
mations, as in the chalk of Antrim, are already sufficiently 
well known. Mr. G. is of opinion that the porphyry of 
Sandy rock is merely a modification of the ochre beds which 
are observed at the Giants Causeway, as there is a striking 
resemblance between the two rocks, in point of mineral 
character, and both contain nodules of mesotype. 

Wednesday^ Vlth. — Mr. Griffith gave an account of amass 
of shelly gravel in the county of Wexford : this deposition is 
very extensive, stretching along the coast for a distance of 
seventy miles, and attaining a breadth of eighteen. The 
following is a section of this deposit : 

6 feet of clay 

7 feet marl clay 
7 feet marl 

7 feet of sand 

11 feet of gravel, containing abundance of marine shells^ 
5. Mr. Phillips then read a paper on the genus Belemnite. 



Digitized by 



Google 



192 Proceedings of the BHtiah Association for [Sept. 

He observed that such was the progress which the study of 
organic remains had made, that no less than one hundred 
species were now known to naturalists ; and of these, about 
thirty-four species had been found in England. 

Shells of this genus are confined to the chalk, oolite, and 
liAs, and the results which their study affords, contrast re- 
markably with the negative indications deduced from an 
examination of the fossil Astaci. One division characterized 
by a little swelling at the apex, and possessing a lateral 
fissure, was confined to the chalk. The species which were 
obtusely mucronate are found in the green sand. The 
species with a groove in the back are found in the middle 
oolite : Those with a lateral groove, in the lias, and lower 
oolite; and those species which are destitute of a groove 
are confined to the lias. From these remarks, it appears 
that not only are the species of Belenmite confined to cer- 
tain strata, but that even certain natural divisions of the 
genus are found together in the same beds, and in no others. 
Another curious remark is, that species which are common 
in the chalk of the Continent, are rare in the chalk of 
England, and vice versa. 

These remarks were followed up in an admirable manner 
by M. Agassiz, who, from a study of the remains of this 
difficult genq^, clearly demonstrated that the shell was an 
interior one, analogous to the bone of the cuttle fish, and 
not an exterior shell, as is generally imagined. 

6. Lieutenant Denham, R.N. , one of the officers attached 
to the Ordnance Survey of Great Britain, exhibited a map 
iUustratiye of the estuaries of the Dee and Mersey » He 
was one of the first to discover, along with his brother 
officers, an important channel in the Mersey, after various 
ineffectual an^ expensive efforts had been made to improve 
the navigation of that river, an object of the greatest im- 
portance to LiverpooL The channel runs North and Souths 
at right angles to the tide which washes over it. Lieutenant 
Denham called the attention of the Section to the half tide 
level, as a means of determining the level of the sea and the 
land, the main level, or half tide being always constant, the 
high tide being variable from various causes. In illustration 
of his views upon this subject, he exhibited a chart of the 
estuary of the Dee and Mersey, and a tide table, calculated 
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so, that the mariner may know any half hour the hanks 
which might he crossed, thus pointing out what was dan- 
gerous, and when it ceased to be so, a matter of great relief 
to the mariner. Lieutenant Denham complimented the dock 
trustees of Liverpool, for their munificent expenditure, in en- 
abling him to prosecute his object, and dwelt with particular 
energy on the great liberality of Sir John Tobin. Lieutenant 
Denham suggested the utility of establishing a half tide 
level at each port, to point out the soundings of banks at 
the half tide along the continuous shore. He next alluded 
to the error which had been nearly committed, in cutting a 
canal from Bridgewater to the sea, when there were tidea 
from a fifty feet level to eighteen feet. He observed, that 
if the distance firom the earth's centre to the half tide level 
was calculated, it would form a correct base for ascertain- 
ing the heights of the land. It would form a matter for 
consideration if the influence of the sun and moon on the 
tides were withdrawn, whether or not the water would re- 
cede to the half-tide level. 

Professor Sedgwick congratulated the town of Liverpool 
on the importance of this discovery, and the possession of 
fliuch a map and tables. 

Sir John Tobin offered a few observations complimentary 
to the exertions of Lieutenant Denham. 

Mr. Griffith moved the especial thanks of the Section to 
Lieutenant Denham. 

Mr. Murchison said, this showed the intimate connexion 
between geology and geography. If this subject was fol- 
lowed up with that spirited enterprize displayed by such 
gentlemen as Sir John Tobin, and others, the encroach- 
ments of the sea in one place, and the increase of land in 
another, and the rate of that increase and decrease might 
yet be defined. 

The communication of Lieutenant Denham is considered 
as one of the most important subjects in physical geography 
yet submitted. 

liiarsdctt/^ Aufftist 13th. — 7. M. Agassiz laid before the 
Association an additional number of his work on fossil fishes; 
tmd, in an eloquent address, he gave a summary of the geo- 
graphical conclusions to which the study of fossil fishes had 

vol. II. o 



Digitized by 



Google 



194 Proceedings of the JBriHsk Association for [Sep? . 

condacted him ; and expressed his oonviction that strata 
might, in all cases, be identified by means of the remains 
of fishes ; or, in other words, that each geological epoch 
was characterized by its peculiar and exclusively appropriate 
race of fishes. 

During this part of the proceedings Mr. Sedgwick took 
the opportimity of putting M. Agassiz's knowledge to a 
severe test. He exhibited a specimen containing impres- 
sions of fossil fishes, and M. Agassiz,* after explaining the 
zoological characters which distinguish the fishes of diffe- 
rent geological epochs, at once declared the specimens before 
him had been derived froan the new red sand-stone. ' 

8. Dr. Trail then read a paper on the Geology of Spain. 
He confined his remarks chiefly to the province of Anda- 
lusia. In this interesting country we have every variety 
of rock, from the oldest' primary, up to the tertiary strata. 
The mica slate of Andalusia contains many interesting 
minerals, as iron, glance, and lead ore. This last mineral 
is so abundant that no less than 35,600 tons were ex? 
tracted in one year. The primary rocks are succeeded by 
secondary sand-stones, in whose fissures interesting osseous 
remains occur. These lime-stones extend to the opposite 
coasts of Africa. This lime^stone is followed by new red 
sand-stone, and gypsum m^rl, abounding in salt and saline 
springs. Oolite rocks occur near the ancient town of. 
Cartua; and chalk, with flints, is observed at Labriga. 
Tertiary and fresh water lime-stones also occur, as has been 
noticed by Colonel Silvertop. 

The beds at Yalencias vary from 6 to 8 feet in thickness, 
and repose on marl and gypsum. 

Fridatfy 14M August. — ^9. Mr. Phillips gave an account 
of a small portion of a tertiary formation which had been 
observed in Yorkshire. 

10. Messrs. Murchisan^d Sedgwick then gave an account 
of the rocks anterior to the coal, and posterior to the primary 
strata. These rocks, which were formerly distinguished by 
the absurd tern(i of transition strata, have been» unaccount- 
ably much neglected by geologists ; and^ unfortunately, the 
use of this term has given rise to much confusion in geola» 
gical writings. Mr. Murchison has, for several years, 
devoted his time to the study of the older secondary rocks, 
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as they occur in Wales, while Mr. Sedgwick has investigated 
those of Cumberland . 

According to Mr, Murchison, the older secondary rocks 
of Wales, which he, for the sake of convenience, denoipi- 
nates the Silurian group, may be classed under. three divi- 
sions, each of them containing its peculiar oi^nic remains, 
and consisting of a great variety of rocks. . 

In the descending series, and departing from the old red 
sand-stone, we have the Ludlow rocks, attaining to.a thick- 
ness of 2,000 feet, .consisting of crystalline argillaceous 
lime-stones, with fisigs And shales. 

These rocks are followed by the Wenlock. group, con- 
sisting also of limestones and shales* These^re succeeded 
by what Mr. Murchison has denominated the Caradoc 
group, a series of rocks similar to the preceding, and 
attaining to a very great thickness. 

These formations, however, appear to be newer than the 
Cumbrian rocks which have been investigated by Mri Sedg- 
wick, and which he also divides into three subordinate 
groups, all of which are included under the nan^e of Cum- 
brian rocks. The first, or upper, is the Plinlimmon group: 
The second, or Snowdei^ group ; and, thirdly, a lower group. 
The details on this last series of rocks were rather meagre, 
but we have no doubt that ample information will shevtly 
be laid before the public. 

Chemistry and Mineralogy. — Monday y 10th Atigust. Dr. 

- Thomas Thomson, President. Dr. Dalton, and Dr. 
Barkbr, Vice-Presidents. Dr. Apjohn, and Mr. John- 
ston, Secretaries. Committee, — Mr. Davy, Mr. Vernon 
Harcoubt, Dr. Daubeny, Mr. Graham, Mr. Connbll, 
Dr. R. D. Thomson, Mr. Kane, Mr. Ferguson, Mr« 
ScANLAN, Dr. Geoghbgan, &c. 

The Secretary presented to the Section printed copies of 
tables, exhibiting at a single view, the most important 
properties of simple and compound bodies, for defraying the 
expenses of the printing of which, £10 had been allocated 
at the last Meeting of the Association. 

1. A paper was then read by Mr. Davy, upon the subject 
of the corrosion of iron by sea water. The observations had 
particular reference to the injury sustained by the iron of 

o2 
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buoys, subjected to the influence of sea water in harbours, 
as at Kingstown ; where it has been recently found, that the 
rings upon which the safety and utility of the buoys mainly 
depend, rapidly corrode and are destroyed. Mr. Davy 
turned his attention to the important object of providing a 
remedy, and preventing the corrosion of the iron ; and al- 
though his experiments had only recently been commenced,: 
still he considered it proper, to bring the few results he had 
procured before the Section, for the purpose of exciting 
further inquiry. He found that zinc applied to iron pre- 
vented corrosion. Rings of this metal were cast into fore- 
locks for the purpose of experiment, and were found to 
obviate the waste to which the iron had previously been 
suUect. 

According to Sir Humphry Davy, the cause of the corro- 
sion of copper, and metals in contact with sea water, is 
attributable to the access of atmospheric air. He con- 
sidered that if the air was preserved from coming in contact 
with the metal, no decomposition would ensue. Mr. Davy 
accordingly found, that copper exposed to the action of sea 
water free from the influence of air, was not liable to cor- 
rosion, and that the effect was influenced by the depth of 
water. Specimens of metals were exhibited, which had been 
subjected to the influence of salt water free from air, and 
no corrosion had taken place; other pieces of metal which 
were in contact with sea water subject to the influence of 
air, were observed to be much injured. Mr. Davy attributed 
the cause of the phenomenon to an electrical decomposition. 

He stated further, that he had found zinc to preserve tin 
plate, both in fresh and salt water. 

Some observations were made by members of the Section, 
with regard to the action of ^ea water upon bar and cast 
iron. Some attributed the greatest corrosion to the former, 
others to the latter. 

2. Mr. Ettrick described an improvement which he had 
made upon Davy's safety lamp, for the purpose of obviating 
accidents which are entirely owing to the carelessness of 
workmen. The Davy lamp, he stated, to be perfect iiL 
principle. The workmen are in the habit of enlarging the 
apertures in the wire gauze, and applying their tobacco pipes 
in order to obtain a light. The modifications recommended 
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at present, were the introduction of very strong glass, to 
cover the gauze externally. The glass is again guarded 
by strong ribs of iron, so that the lamp may be exposed to 
considerable shocks without danger of injury. A contri- 
vance was also described by which the air was allowed to 
enter from below, by means of a gauze tube, but so managed, 
that the gauze could not be reached by the workmen. 

Various improvements upon the Davy lamp were noticed 
by diflRerent members. 

Mr. Graham stated, that he had been paying consider- 
able attention to the subject, and had found that when the 
gauze was steeped in an alkaline solution, the flame was pre- 
vented from passing so readily, and corrosion was obviated.''^ 
He considered the only adequate provision against accident 
tp be the employment of a double gauze cover. 

3. Mr. Kane read a communication in reference to pyr- 
oxylic spirit. The experiments which he had made upon tliis 
substance, corroborate the opinion of its composition enter- 
tained by Dumas and Pelligot, who term it methylene, viz. 
that it is a compound of an atom of carbydrogen, and 1 atom 
water, having for its atomic weight 2. He had examined 
the action of sulphuric acid upon the liquid, and had ob- 
tained by distillation, an acid capable of forming salts with 
bases. The composition of several of these, he had ascer- 
tained by determining the proportions of the acid,*(or sulpho- 
methylic acid) and base, and considering the loss to be me- 
thylene. The compound with lime, consisted of 1 atom lime 
-f 2 atoms sulphuric acid -h 1 methylene. 

Some discussion took place in reference to the double 
atoms, of which the organic bases are stated to consist, 
according to the views of Continental chemists. Consider- 
able misunderstanding was exhibited in many of the obser- 
vations offered upon this point. But it is unnecessary to 
repeat the statement of the various theories, as this has 
been already done in the previous number of this journal*^ 

4. Mr. Fox described an experiment which he had made, 
with regard to the effect of melted iron upon the magnet. 
He found that no action was exerted upon it. Hence, this 
is an argument against the idea of a central fire. 

* This is agreeable to the results obtained by Dr. Thomas Thomson many 
years ago. 
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S. A letter was read from Dr. Turner, reporting the opi- 
nion of the committee appointed at last meeting, to take into 
consideration the adoption of a uniform set of chemical 
symbols for this country. The opinion of the majority was, 
that those used on the continent should be had recourse to. 
It was strongly recommended that the abbreyiations should 
not be carried fitrther than the dots for oxygen ; indeed, it 
was suggested by some, that these should be rejected, as 
they merely express theory, and consequently vary, accord- 
ing to the view that is taken of the composition in this 
country and' on the continent ; but it is obvious, that if 
brevity is not carried any further than this, no bad conse- 
^li^aces can follow from a system of notfttion. 
' Dr* Thomas Thomson strongly recommended that the 
centigrade thermometer should be adopted in this country 
for scientific purposes, as being infinitely better adapted for 
such purposes than that of Fahrenheit. His suggestion 
a^^eared to coincide exactly with the opinion of the com- 
mittee. 

Tuesday^ Wth August. — 6. Mr. Davy detailed some experi- 
ments which he had made upon the preservation of tin plate 
by the agency of zinc. ' When exposed for some days to the 
action of water, the plate by itself soon becomes slightly 
corroded, but is completely preserved by the zinc, the latter, 
at the same time oxidizing. Hence, the plate might be 
employed in place of copper for many purposes, where 
salt water comes in contact with vessels. Several metals 
he had ascertained are not protected. 

7. Mr. Grraham described the constitution of certain salts 
in continuation of the papers which he has published upon 
this subject. He views sulphuric acid as a sulphate of water, 
and as represented by H S. Sulphuric acid of spec. grav. 
1*78 is hydrous sulphate of water, or a hydrate expressed 
by H S H, 1 atom being basic and essential to the composi- 
tion of the acid, the other being driven off by heat. Hy- 
drated oxalic acid is an oxalate of water H (C 4- C) H«. 

Nitric acid = H^'H^ of spec. grav. 1-42. 

Oi^alate of magnesia =Mg (C + C) ift^. 

Nitrate of Copper =Cu N H« . 

There are three oxalates of potash, 

l.K(C + C)H. 
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2. K (C +* C) H (C + C) H«, or binoxalate ; decomposes 
at 300^ and loses 2 atoms. 

3. K (C + C) H « H (C.+ C) H2 

< ft (C + C) li^ or quadroxalate, the 2 
atoms of water in the binoxalate being replaced by hydrated 
oxalic acid. 

There are two remarkable salts, which correspond with 
each other in composition, viz., oxalate of potash and iron 
which is green, although the iron is in the state of per- 
oxide, being precipitated red by potash, and the oxalate 
of potash and chromium which is dark coloured. The 
first is represented by Ve (C + C)' 3 K (C + C) + H^. 

If we substitute chromium for iron, we have the compo- 
sition of the chromium salt. 

The same law in reference to water, it is probable, is 
generally applicable to the composition of the carbonates. 
Carbonate of magnesia is represented by Mg CH^. At 
212® the water is expelled. 

Bicarbonate of potash =K C H C is a carbonate of potash 
and a carbonate of water, because the latter can be readily 
driven off. Two additional atoms of water may exist in it. 
The bicarbonate of potash and magnesia of Berzelius, has 
the same composition as quadroxalate of potash, the symbol 

being KCHcfMg-9*}'] + H4 making 9 atoms of water 

(,Mg. CH 3 
in the salt, and the magnesia occupying the place of the 
water in the quadroxalate of potash. 

Rose described a class of salts formed by the absorption 
of dry ammonia. He considered the ammonia not to act 
as a base, but to take the place of water. 

IVIr. Graham coincides with him in opinion. The compo- 
sition of ammonia may be represented by N H^ N H' H O, 
being analogous to sulphuric ether, which consists of 2 atoms 
defiant gas. The nature of its function may be observed 
in the composition of the common sulphate of copper and 
ammoniacal copper, the first is, Cu S H + ti*, the second 
Cu S' fl + (N H^) 4 the ammonia taking the place of the 
water. There are 2 ammoniurets, 1 containing 4 and the 
other 6 atoms of ^ater. 

8. Mr. Johnston made some observations on the optical 
properties of chabasite, in reference to those made by Sir 
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David Brewster at last meeting. Sir David found that this 
mineral possesses different refracting powers at different 
depths of the crystal, and he concluded, that it consisted 
of distinct layers, and that if subjected to experiment it 
would afford the result of a compound substance* His re- 
sults refer to particular species only ; but the cfomposition 
of the species vary, and are as represented here 
C _ 

+. 3 AS* + 6Aq. 




where Mr. J. conceives that it is easy to see the cause of 
the difference, for the refractive power of chabasite is posi- 
tive, and that of quartz negative ; thus accounting for the 
double refracting power observed by Brewster. 

Dr. Thomson remarked that the observations of Brewster 
probably referred to one species of chabasite. But there 
are two species, the one containing soda and the other lime 
as a base. He, therefore, considered that until both species 
were examined, no inference whatever could be drawn. 

9. Dr. Daubeny stated, that according to the opinion of 
Von Buch, carbonate of magnesia must have been sublimed 
in many instances by volcanic action, although as far as 
Dr. Daubeny was aware, it was not agreeable to the results 
of chemists. A curious fact illustrative of the truth of Von 
Buch's opinion, occurred to Dr. Daubeny in Italy. He 
visited a locality where there was an upper stratum of lava, 
containing cavities. In one of these Colonel Robinson dis- 
covered a large quantity of carbonate of magnesia. Dr. 
Daubeny found a quantity coating the upper sur&ce of the 
lava. 

Dr. Dalton observed that there could be no doubt as to 
the sublimation of carbonate of magnesia, as Dr. Henry had 
infoiteed him that a quantity of this salt was always driveii 
off whenever the heat was carried beyond a certain height. 
* 10. Dr. Dalton stated the results of his examination of 
the spirit distilled from caoutchouc. He found it to depress 
the barometer like sulphuric ether. It passes through 
water without diminishing its volume, thus differing from 
ether. It is absorbed by water like olefiant gas. It con- 
sists of 2 olefiant gas. 10 vols, when burned give 40 
carbonic acid, and require 60 of oxygen. It appears to 
be the same as a substance described by Faraday. It differs 
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from coal gas in this, that the latter consists of doable 
oleiiant gas. 

The obserrations of Mr. Davy upon this subject corre- 
sponded with those of Dr. Dalton. 

Wednesday f August I2th. — 11. Mr. Mallet described the 
phenomena presented in lamps, when the holes for the passage 
of the gas are made as small as possible, and also the ap- 
pearance observed when the direction of the tube is inclined 
in different ways, two currents being formed when the tube 
is inclined, and the surface of the flame presenting spiral 
lines, and considerable retraction of the flame taking place, 
none, however, occurring when the tube is not fully in- 
serted. The apertures in the lamp were less than the j^^ of 
an inch in diameter. 

In the discussion which arose from this communica- 
tion. Dr. Dalton observed, that 12 small holes in a lamp 
consumed less gas and gave more heat than when the holes 
were larger but fewer in number. But the great object in 
procuring a proper quantity of heat depends upon the atmos- 
pheric air being neither too great nor small in quantity. He 
stated, that if we take a cubic inch of pure gas, and another 
diluted with half its volume of air, each gives out the same 
quantity of heat, but the latter scarcely yields any light. 
This is an important fact, and deserves to be known. 

12. Mr. Connell read a paper in which it was his object to 
point out some chemical facts, by which we may be enabled 
to detect, whether a fossil scale be that of a fish, or sauroid 
animal, and illustrated his position by some analyses which 
he had made on recent crocodile and fish scales, and upon 
the scales found at Burdie House. His inference was, 
that chemical analysis completely verified the idea of 
Agassiz, that the scales found at Burdie House were those 
of fish. He considers the animal matter to be replaced 
by a little carbonate of lime and silica. 

13. Mr. Kane described two compounds of tin and plati- 
num formed by the action of protochloride of tin upon a 
solution of platinum. One of these compounds consists of 
an atom of each chloride. It deliquesces in the air ; is a 
dark solid substance when anhydrous, and when allowed to 
remain in the air is converted into an olive liquor, which is 
resolved into the oxides by the action of water. The author 
suggested that tin affords a good test for platinum. 
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14. Mr. Snow Harris exhibited an apparatus or modified 
electrometer, for performing the experiments of Ponillet^ 
by which the insulation of the gold leaves is rendered in- 
dependent of the glass, by means of two rods, terminating 
in gilded balls. To determine whether electricity is deve- 
loped during the evaporation of water or any liquid, a 
{Platinum crucible contaiiiing the substance to be examined, 
is placed upon the cap of the electrometer, having one of 
Deluc's small piles communicating with the rods. His re-> 
suits were contrary to those of Pouillet. 

16. Dr. Newbigging made some observations upon an 
experiment which he had made with regard to the colour 
of arterial blood. He placed some blood in a cup containing 
green spots on its surface. The portions opposite to these 
spots assumed a vermilion Colour, but in no other part was 
this change visible. 

TkuTsday^ \Zth August, — 16. Mr. Hartdp made some ob- 
servations on the effect of the hot air blast, when applied to 
the manufacture of iron. He opposed some of the state- 
ments made by Dr. Clark at the last meeting of the Associa- 
tion, relative' to the increase in the product and the quality 
of the iron ; the former having been overrated, and the latter 
being decidedly inferior, as far as Yorkshire was concerned. 

17. Dr. Apjohn explained a formula for ascertaining the 
specific heat of gases ; the expression being 

He has found it to correspond almost exactly with experi- 
ment. He modifies it to 

48rf p 

If the air be quite dry, the/" (which expresses the elastic 
force of vapour at the dew point) will be unnecessary, and 
the formula becomes 

48d p 
The experiments were made by means of a syphoa with 
short horizontal arms. Sulphuric acid was introduced into 
the legs. Two bladders, the one filled with common air, 

* These formulas axe elucidated in a paper in the last Volume of the Trans, of 
the Irish Academy. 
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and the other with the gas to be experimented on, were 
attached to one of the arms, and two thermometers, the , 
one with a moist bulb, and the other dry, were introduced 
into the other leg. The bladder was then pressed, and the 
air forced through the acid. It passed over the thermo- 
meters, and gave the temperattire of the gas at the dew 
point. This enabled the value of a to be determined, or the 
specific h^at. A correction wtis made for the impurity of 
the g8s» which was transmitted over mercury and analysed. 
Most of the experimelits corresponded with those of the 
French ehemidts,' except in one or two instances. The 
general "result obtained Was, that under equal weights, the 
gases have the same specific heat ; aiid, under equal vo- 
lumes, the specific heat is proportional to the specific gra- 
vity, except with hydrogen, which, under equal volumes, 
-has "double the specific heat. 
. • The results are represented in the following table : — 

SP. ksAT, VOLUMES. 8P. GR. SP. HEAT. 

-Air ..... 1-000 1-000 1-000 

Az<yte . . . . -9613 0-0694 -9877 

Hydrogen. . . -1316 -9722 l-«948 

Carbonic oxide . I'0608 -9722 1-0808 

Carbonic acid . . 1-667 1-6277 1-0916 

Nitrous oxide , . 1-5277 1-6277 M652 

30 



"=^ 



>d p 

18. Dr. Dalton introduced the subject of a system of che- 
mical symbols, by explaining his ideas respecting the com- 
position of the simple compounds, and exhibited the expres- 
sions which he proposed many years ago, to give a pictorial 
view of the mode in which the atoms are collocated. He 
considers the coniposition of nitrous oxide to be 2atom& azote, 
adopted by Berzelius, who has not stated from whom he 
obtained it. defiant gas, he considers, is composed of 
single atoms of carbon and hydrogen, while the gas which 
exists in coal, though commonly termed olefiant gas, is, in 
reality, double olefiant gas, and is termed by Dr. Dalton^ 
bin-olefiant gas. This is proved by its affording twice the 
quantity of carbonic add, and requiring twice the quantity 
of oxygen, to burn it, which olefiant gas requires. 

Mr. Whewell observed that the atoms might ^s well be 
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supposed to be arranged in lines, as in the mode represented 
by vDalton, which was objected to by the latter, as being a 
tottering equilibrium. 

Mr. Babbage recommended the publication of tables, re- 
presenting the composition of substances by symbols,* with 
the addition of the different weights which have been 
brought forward, but without giving the sanction of the 
Association to them. He considered it proper that the 
algebraical formulee should be adhered to as far as possible^. 

19. Mr. Mallet shewed a beautiful white material prepared 
from turf, which was declared by a paper-maker to be per- 
fectly fitted for the manufacture of paper. The upper 
stratum of turf, which covers immense tracts in Ireland, 
consists of layers4 It is acted on by water to separate the 
leaves; then by caustic potash or soda; then by an acid. 
It is then bleached by chloride of lime. During the process 
a substance is obtained possessing the odour of camphor, 
mixed with that of turpentine, which is fluid at 290° F. 
The upper stratum of turf may also be employed for mill 
boards, after being soaked in glue and pressed by a hydrau- 
lic press. 

Friday^ I4tth Augtist, — 20. Mr. Davy described some ex- 
periments which he had made in reference to the relative 
values of Virginian and Irish tobacco. He procured nicotine 
by simply digesting the leaves in potash, and then distilling. 
A liquid possessing uniform qualities passed over. The 
liquid is acted on by acids, affording salts possessing a 
sharp biting taste. The effect of the liquid was tried upon 
different animals, and found to be highly narcotic. He 
found that 1 lb. of Virginian tobacco was equivalent to 2^ 
of Irish tobacco ; the root containing 4 or 5 per cent, of 
nicotine. The usual estimate of the relative values, by 
dealers, is as 1 to 2. 

21. Mr. Scanlan detailed the experiments which he had 
made upon what he considered a new fluid, prepared from 

* Berzelios is erroneously considered to have first introduced the use of letters 
to express briefly the composition of bodies. Dr. Thomson adopted this method 
in one of the earliest editions of his System of Chemistry, where he classified 
minerals according to their chemical composition. In his paper on Oxalic 
Acid, published in the Philosophical Transactions for 1807, he employs formula 
of this kind. Berzelius indeed, has owned, that he borrowed the idea firom 
Dr. Thomson; , ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.] the Advanqement of Science. 205 

pyroligneouil a6id by saturation with lime, distillation and 
purification by charcoal. He found its boiling point to remain' 
steady at 130^. The following table exhibits its peculiari- 
ties when compared with pyro-acetic and pyroxylic spirits* 

Sp.Gr. Boiling Point. 
Pyro-acetic. . , -828 150° 

Pyroxylic . . . 750 140° * 

New Fluid. . . -906 130° 

Another fluid was obtained likewise which appeared to 
be new, exhibiting a strong action with caustic potash. It 
was suggested, that the first fluid was acetate of methylene, 
the specific gravity of which is '919 and the boiling point 
136°. The arguments of Mr. Scanlan were admitted by' 
the Section to be conclusive, in favour of the substance being 
distinct from pyro-acetic, or pyroxylic spirits. 

22. Mr. Moor mentioned a curious circumstance in refe- 
rence to the corrosion of lead pipes. The worm of a still used 
for preparing medicated waters, was exhibited, which was 
corroded completely through its substance, at those points 
where it had been supported with wood and tied with twine. 
At these points a black substance was formed, consisting of 
oxide and chloride of lead. It was obvious that the effect 
was to be attributed to galvanic action. 

23. Dr.' Barker described a new mode of separating the 
peroxide of iron by means of acetate of potash. The latter 
salt, when added to a solution of per-salt of iron; precipitates 
the peroxide when the liquid is boiled. This would appear 
to afford an elegant method of separating iron from manga- 
nese. 

He made an observation relative to the precipitation of 
magnesia by phosphate and carbonate of ammonia : viz. 
that the same precipitation takes place with bi-carbonate of 
potash, and other salts. 

24. Dr. Geoghehan suggested the advantage of employing 
the double salt of iodide of potassium and bicyanide of mer- 
cury, for the purpose of detecting muriatic acid in prussic 
acid. Sulphuric acid is frequently met with in prussic 
acid, but the distinction between these two acids is readily 
made, by means of nitrate of barytes. The. peroxide of 
mercury usually employed for testing the purity of prussic 
acid is ambiguous in its action, as it is usually impure. The 
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use of thiis salt is not applicaUe to the alcoholic prassie 
add* 

26. Mr. Johnston made some observations on the iodides 
of gold, which he had analyzed. Their composition is similar 
to the chlorides. Previous errors, he found, were to be 
ascribed to the precipitation of an excess of gold, when 
ammonia was employed in theanalyiiis. 

There are three compounds, viz. (L) Au I ; (2.) Au 3 I ; 
(3.) Au 3 I + K I, the atom of gold being 26. 

26L Dr. William Barker made some observations on the 
passage of electricity along a platinum wire. Black spots 
were observed at regular distances, the rest of the wire 
being luminous. 

27. Mr. Scanlan exhibited a beautiful specimen of henki' 
tim crystallized in the centre of a mass of logwood. 



Mathematics and Physics. — Monday, • lOth Angusi^ Dr. 
RoBiKSON, President; Mr. Daily, Sir Tr Brisbai^b^ 
Vice-Presidents ; Prof. Whkatstonb, Prof. Hami^t'ok, 
Secretaries ; Prof. ]M[o«ely, Mr. Whbwell, Prof. Lloyd, 
Dr. Dbvmmond, Dr. Knight, Mr. Murphy, Mr. G. 
Renkie, Prof. Stbvelly, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Wharton, 
Dr. Lloyd, Mr, Maccullagh, Mr. Sadlier, Mr. Fox^ 
Mr. Show Harris, Prof. Powell, Dr. Dalton, Lord 
Adare, LoRDOxMANTOWN,Gapt. Sabinb, Prof. Babbage^ 
Dr. LardIvbr, Col. Colby, Sir J. Franklin, Capt. James 
Ross. 

1. Mr. Whewell read his report on the state of our know- 
ledge respecting the application of mathematical and dyna- 
mical principles, to magnetism, electricity, heat, kt. 

He observed that Newton's anticipation that all physical 
forces are to be explained by some application of the princi- 
ples of dynamics, is verified by the subsequent progress of 
science, and that the only legitimate theories of heat, elec- 
tricity, magnetism, &c., are such as are founded on nume- 
rical results, reduced to laws. This has been, in a great 
measure, accomplished ; and, therefore, mechanical reason- 
ing is applicable. 

He then compared the two theories of electricity, notic- 
ing the application of the higher analysis by Poisson, Mr. 
Snow Harris's valuable numerical results, Barlow's Laws of 
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Magnetism, and Bonnyoaotl^'s Matheniatical Theory, which 
agrees with experiment, and with Poisson's theory, ^ppUed 
to magnetism. 

He appeared to consider that theory nntenable,^ which 
supposes the existence of one fluid only. He brought for- 
ward examples of the distribution, of the * electric fluid' on 
the surfaces of solids of different forms, which were readily 
accounted for, on the theory which assumes the Existence of 
two fluids. In connexion with this sulject, allusions were 
made to some statements and experiments of Mr. Harris; 
presented to a former meeting of the Association. Mr. W. 
shewed that similar, objections were made to that niaghietic 
theory which required the admission of one fluid onlyjTiut 
that these were not applicable to a theory founded on the 
supposition of two fluids. 

Mr. Harris explained, and endeavoured to show that 
there is no law for^ the diffusion of the electric fluid on 
surfaces of different forms, or of diffSerent sizes. He illus- 
trated his position by reference to the loaded Leyden jar, 
which receives exactly the same charge, whether it is in 
part filled with a metallic body, oris siiiitply coated with a 
film of metal on its inside. He also pointed out the fkct, 
that the quantity, or size, or shape of thie metallic rods' 
outside the jar, has no influence on the charge, which is 
found concentrated on that part of its surface which is* 
nearest the glass. Mr. H. applied- the same principled to 
explain the nature of the charge on air. SeveraPmemberi^ 
expressed their opinions for and against both views. It was 
admitted that Coulomb's theory of diffusion is true in a 
perfectly imaginary case, but that, in practice, it never can 
be exactly true, on account of the pressure of surrounding 
bodies, all of which exercise a greater or less influence in 
concentrating the electric fluid on that portion of the surface 
which is opposite to each. 

The charge of the intervening plate, it was observed, was 
independent of the conductors, and the amount of electricity 
in a body cannot be ascertained but by bringing another body 
towards it. Hence, the results are uncertain. Mr. Whe- 
well replied, that the same results were obtained when the 
connecting body was diffierent ; and, therefore, the experi- 
ment was not liable to uncertainty. 
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2. Mr. S. Harris explained and exhibited ta the Section^ 
a new species of instrament of extreme delicacy for mea^ 
suring electrical forces. It is of the same kind as the torsion 
balance of Coulomb, and similar to it in general appearance, 
but the peculiarity is this : instead of a needle suspended 
by a single wire or fibre, which fibre undergoes the torsion 
against which the antagonist force of the dectrical repul- 
sion is to act, the needle is here suspended by two paraUel, 
fibres run together, one on each side of its centre ^ and the 
effect may be most shortly described, by saying, that nei- 
ther of the fibres undergoes torsion, but the plane (in which 
they both lie when at rest) undergoes torsion^ or is twisted 
into a surface of double curvature* The degree to which 
this is carried, is here counterbalanced by a weight; or 
gravity thus constitutes the antagonist force, instead of the. 
resistance of the fibre to torsion, in Coulomb's construction. 
It is difficult to give the contrivance a good descriptive 
name, since that of torsion-balance cannot be applied, but 
of its extreme sensibility and accuracy, no doubt can be 
entertained. There are also several very ingenious improve- 
ments in the mode of arranging the indices and reading 
off from the scale, but these are independent of the peculiar 
and beautiful principle above described, and could not be 
rendered intelligible but in detail. It is to be hoped the 
author will give such details to the public* 

3. Professor Powell read an abstract on certain points 
connected with the recent discoveries relative to radiant 
heat. 

The object of his communication was to state, that the. 
author felt particular satisfaction in observing, that M. 
Melloni, (in his second Memoir) describes a repetition of 
the experiment originally made by him, and recorded in the 
PhiL Trans, for 1826 with perfect success, by means of his 
extremely delicate apparatus. The confirmation is the more 
complete, as M. Melloni appears to take up the inquiry 
with a different object. 

It is thus now established beyond question, that lumi- 
nous hot bodies are sending out two distinct sorts of heat, 
or two distinct heating agents, at the same time, differing 
in their properties and mode of operation. 

Hence, the whole series of results of M. Melloni must 
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be interpreted with reference to this distinction ; and 
possibly the consideration of it may remove some of the 
apparent anomalies. 

And further, if the distinction which he established in the 
case of luminous hot bodies do really continue to exist, (as it 
seems it must do unless there beabreaqh of the law of con* 
tinuity) at temperatures below that of visible luminosity, 
(itself a very undefined point) then it ought to be rendered 
manifest by a careful repetition of the same fundamental 
experiment, with very delicate thermoscopes, (either Melr 
loni's or such as that used by Dr. Hudson) by which a 
smaller, though probably very minute difference of ratio^ 
would be found in the effects on a black and white thermo- 
scope, with and without a glass screen. 

Should this be found to be the case, in all cases of reflec- 
tion, polarization, &c., with non-luminous sources, it will 
henceforth become necessary to distinguish towhiphof the 
two heating causes they belong ; every analogy would lead 
us to suppose they belong essentially to that of the two 
heating agents which is so closely associated with the light, 
that it seems rather a property of the light than any sepa- 
rate agent. The length of the undulations which Professor 
Forbes has shewn may by analogy be calculated, would be- 
longs to this species of radiant heat, and be simply such 
nndulations in the setherial medium as are too large to 
affect our visual organs ; whilst the other portion may 
very probably be as. Sir J. Leslie, conjectured, merely a 
conveyance of heat by the air ; this would agree with what 
is observed of its rapidly diminishing as the distance in-^ 
ureases, and being incapable of permeating screens except 
by conduction : this, perhaps, may account for the irregu- 
larities found by Sir J. Leslie in the position of the forces 
of a reflector for heat» Whereas the other sort is conveyed 
animpaired to the same distances as the light, and only ex- 
cited when it is absorbed. A vacuum absolutely perfect,, de- 
monstrably, can never be formed with the air pump, and the 
torrecellian, even if free from air and the vapour of mercury 
is not large enough for satisfactory experiments, but even 
if it should be contended that the radiation through vacuum 
has been proved^ we must now say to which sort of heat it 
applies. By this distinction the theories of Leslie^ De la 

VOL. II p 
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Roche and others, may very probably be brought into 
accordance, since they were perhaps, not always speaking 
of the same thing, when they spoke of radiant heat. 

Another question of importance which has occurred to 
the author is this : whether, in the polarization apparatus^ 
supposing one glass, or pile of mica, heated, it will radiate 
the same quantity of heat to the other in the two rectangular 
positions ? The question is purely a mathematical one, and 
has been in some degree considered at the author's sugges- 
tion by Mr. Murphy of Cambridge; the integration has not 
been completed, but Mr. Murphy thinks it clear that there 
will be a difference. 

4. Dr. H. Hudson read a paper on the phenomena usually 
classed under the denomination of radiation of heat. 

He exhibited experiments with the reflecting and differen- 
tial thermometer, to illustrate the radiating powers of 
surfaces, interposing occasionally screens with plain and 
coated surfaces. He tried the diathermancy of rock salt, 
and shewed several experiments with Melloni's thermos 
multiplier, in which the effects were much smaller than 
those of Melloni. 

5. Captain Sir John Ross detailed a new theory of the 
aurora borealis, founded on seventeen years observation. 
He observed, that the aurora was always found near the 
earth, and he explained its appearance, by the reflection of 
the sun's rays on a mass of polar ice, and (rota, thence on 
the clouds. He stated, that he had succeeded in finding 
rules for correcting the local attraction of the ship on the 
needle. 

6. Mr. Robert Mallet on an economic application of electro-* 
fnagnetic force to manufactwnng purposes. The object in this 
proposal is, to accomplish the separation of iron filings 
from other materials, such as brass and copper in engine 
manufactories, iron foundries, &c., by means of bars ren- 
dered magnetic by electro induction, and deprived of it by 
breaking the connexion. 

Tuesday y Wth August. — A communication was read froitf 
Colonel Colby, respecting the Ordnance Survey, aceom«« 
panied with a specimen. 

7. Mr. Whewell continued his report ; he noticed the law 
of cooling, the geometrical progression, which is only correct 
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for low temperatures not for higher; the oomprefaeBsiye 
formula of Dulong and Petit deduced from exact experi- 
ments ; the application of Libri to various cases ; the mathe- 
matical theory of Fourier ; the exchange of temperature, 
their mathematical consequences and application to the 
theory of the earth ; he made of all these to bear upon 
geological phenomena, internal heat, and the peculiar high 
temperature of the earth. 

8. Dr» AUman explained his theory of a geometrical con- 
nexion between the elementary cells and tubes of plants, 
and their more complex organs, illustrating his views by 
models. He traced a mathematical arrangement in the 
different parts, and proposed some theoretical laws of their 
distribution. 

9. Mr. Snow Harris on the nature of electrical attraction 
foith experiments. The author is of opinion, that neither 
the theory of one nor of two fluids, explains all the pheno- 
mena of electrii^al attraction and repulsion. He makes 
exceptions to the law of the inverse square of the distance, 
as much depends upon the state and circumstances of the 
bodies as evinced by delicate experiments. He exhibited 
his apparatus for measuring the force of attraction between 
electrified plates and spheres. Some observations made by 
Professor Powell and Mr. Whewell shewed that plates will 
attract nearly as the inverse distance of the molecules at- 
tract in the inverse square. Mr. S. Harris explained, and. 
remarked, that it was not his object to refute the theory of 
Melloni, or the law of the inverse square of the distance, but 
that his views were perfectly consistent with facts, and 
enabled him beforehand to estimate the degree of the at- 
tractive focus acting on substances of all shapes, at all dis- 
tances, by conduced and induced electric action. Professor 
Stevelly made some remarks to reconcile theory with ex- 
periment. 

10. Dr. Reid read a paper on the form and construction of 
buildings intended for public assemblies, and on the com- 
munication of sound in them ; interruption of the unity of 
tone was the great source of confusion or loss of sound in 
buildings by reverberation. He illustrated his views of the 
propagation of sound, by several facts not generally known, 
ffom which it appeared that the subject is as yet but little 
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understood. He gave one instance of the sound of artillery 
having been heard at the distance of three hundred miles, 
and volcanic explosions at a much greater distance. He 
recommends that the floors and walls of all large rooms, like 
the house of commons, where it is necessary to preserve the 
tone and enunciation of the speaker, should have their walls 
concave within, with inclined sides, and as low as possible, 
so as to diminish the reflection of sound or echo, and made 
as ro.ugh as possible, by ornaments or other means. He 
stated an example of the benefit of studding walls, and 
covering them with canvas. He illustrated his doctrine by 
reference to the choir of St. Patrick's Cathedral, in which 
the enunciation is extremely clear. The disadvantages of 
the Rotunda for public speaking were explained, as well as 
the cause of the sensation felt by a person who endeavours 
to speak exactly in the centre of the room. Several obser- 
vations were made by different persons illustrative of the 
author's views, from all of which it followed, that the lower 
and rougher the walls, the less their effect in injuring the 
intonation. Hence, the propriety of fluting, or fretting 
walls of rooms intended for public meetings ; and, for the 
same reason, the floor should be also roughened by car- 
peting, or sand, or turf mould, or saw dust, or some such 
material, which would, as it were, absorb the sound re- 
flected from the ceiling, which would be made to act as a 
sounding board, to give *' body" to the voice. The air 
should be preserved in an equable state and currents avoided; 
pillars are not injurious. His views appeared to be very 
generally approved of. 

Professor Stevelly mentioned a curious echo in Trinity 
College, Dublin, from iron palisades. Mr, Addams and 
Dr. Reid in reply said, the great principle was to avoid re- 
flection in sound. Mr. Addams mentioned cases of the 
utility of pilastres and other breaks. 

1 1 . Mr. J . Russel gave a short account of his experimental 
researches into the laws of the motions of floating bodies. 
He detailed experiments on two canals in Scotland. He 
shewed that small models are not applicable for exhibiting 
the resistance of large vessels, the distinction between the 
conditions of a floating and an immersed body, with the dif- 
ferences from any theory, and that resista^nce diminished with . 
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great velocities. He exhibited a table of results, and de- 
duced from it that the difference in different canals accord- 
ing to size and depth, is dependent on the velocity of the 
wave raised. A member stated that the results are con- 
firmed on two canals in Ireland, but gave a somewhi^t 
different explanation. Another member confirmed the 
results. 

Wednesday, \2th August.— 12. Mr. Pritchard exhibited 
some experiments on polarization, this morning before the 
meeting; they consisted chiefly of improvements in the 
mode of exhibition. The most singular fact shewn was, the 
formation of a certain white elliptic ring, by light passing 
through calcareous spar. 

13. Mr. Snow Harris ontheuseof the proof phme, and tor- 
sion balance of Coulomb and others. He detected consider- 
able differences in the distribution of electricity in different 
parts of bodies, and obtained results, apparently at variance 
with Poisson's theory. He compared various theories, and 
exhibited experiments in support of his views. Mr. Whe- 
well made some remarks on the experiments of Mr. Harris, 
and on the utility of theories to assign causes. He differed 
from Mr. Harris as to the inferences from the experiments, 
and showed, that many of the supposed exceptions are really 
quite accordant with the mathematical theory. 

14. Captain Sabine gave an account of Hansteen's re- 
searches on terrestrial magnetism, who had collected obser- 
vations on the variation of the needle in different parts of 
the globe, and demonstrated that there are two magnetic 
poles in each hemisphere. He exhibited maps of the varia- 
tion at different dates, and shewed that the line of no dip was 
not a great circle but inflected. He noticed the excursion 
of Hansteen to determine the magnetic poles, and variation 
in Siberia, the observations of Captain Ross and others, 
and concluded by remarking, the absence of any data for 
determining the position of the southern pole. 

16. Professor Wheatstone examined with a prism the line 
of light formed by the voltaic spark between charcoal 
points. The spectrum was complete without interruption, 
but marked by certain lines of more intense brightness. . 

With the electric light from a surface ojF mercury, a few 
very bright lines of definite colour appeared separated by 
wide dark intervals. 
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The same light from di£^rent metallic sarfaees gave 
similarly interrupted spectra; the divisions being distri- 
bnted in a peculiar manner in the spectra for each metal. 

In alloys and compounds of different metals the lines 
peculiar to each wire werie compounded. 

The voltaic light from a sur&ce of mercury, and of other 
metals in succession, gave analogous results. 

At different points of the connecting wire the light ap- 
peared of different colour ; that colour was found marked 
with a peculiarly bright line in the corresponding spectrum. 

High characteristics afford the means of distinguishing 
the different metals, and to determine the origin of the 
electric light in different cases. 

The light from combustion of metals gave uninterrupted 
spectra ; thus shewing, that voltaic light is not related to 
combustion. 

The light of the electric spark from contact of different 
metals, gives similar light and dark spaces to those in the 
voltaic. 

Mr. W. applies these results to the theories of electric 
light, and thinks they point out the volatilization of pon- 
derable matter from the conductors as the most probable 
hjrpothesis. 

16. The Rev. Mr. M^Gauley exhibited and explained a 
new principle, consisting in the application of magnetism 
as a moving power. The apparatus consists of two powerful 
electro-magnets, so arranged that the contact is alternately 
changed from one pole to the other, and the poles of the 
magnet thus reversed. This produces an alternate motion 
in the bar connecting the poles, which moving a crank turns 
a wheel and any machinery connected with it. The inven- 
tor has succeeded in thus getting a moving power nearly 
equivalent to the lifting power of the magnet. 

The main peculiarities may be thus stated : 

1. The reversing apparatus easily applied, without almost 
sensibly altering its weight, to any number of electro- 
magnets. 

2nd. The connexion of the reversing apparatus with the 
vibrating bar. 

3rd. The direct application of the entire, or nearly the 
entire lifting power to machinery. 
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4th. The action of several eleetro-magnets without their 
interfering with each other. 

17. Mr. R. W. Fox m a new dipping needk. The instm- 
ment which shews, at once, the dip, intensity, and variation, 
was exhibited. It contains graduated circles, moving in 
altitude and azimuth, and a vertical index adjusted to meri* 
dian, turning in azimuth till the needle is vertical. Hence, 
the dip may be deduced, and the intensity, by comparing 
the effect of a small magnet introduced. 

Professors Stevelly and Lloyd made some remariLS. 
The accuracy of the instrument was confirmed by the 
testimony of Sir John Franklin, who had examined it in 
connexion with Messrs. Christie and Barlow, even under 
extreme conditions. 

18. Professor Hamilton on the theory of LogologuUy and 
other numbers of higher orders. He discussed the nature of 
algebra, and whether it is to be considered a science or only 
a language? His leading idea is, that it may be regarded 
as the science of pure and abstract time, as geometry is the 
science of pore space ; and that the distinction of positive 
and negative corresponds to past and Aiture. He regards 
imaginary quantities as couples of moments, or couples of 
steps : a given moment as having a given position, in regard 
to time, as a given point in space : each step has direction 
and magnitude. He referred to his paper in the Irish Trans- 
actions, which contained his suggestions for certain improve- 
ments and simplifications in algebra. 

Thursday, I3M August. — Mr. R. Roberts exhibited an 
apparatus by which figures may be seen, or sentences read, 
as distinctly, when revolving at a high velocity, as when in 
a state of quiescence. . It illustrates, also, the duration of 
light on the eye. 

19. Mr. Baily read his report on the Aberdeen Standard 
scale of 3 feet, which was compared with that of the Astro- 
nomical Society, by the recommendation of the Association. 
He found a small difference, and concluded with some 
suggestions for the better construction of such scales. 

Sir Thomas Brisbane remarked the necessity of attending 
to expansion. Professor Stevelly made some observations 
on the same point, to which Mr. Baily replied, by Mating 
the precautions which had been used. 
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20. Mr. Saow Hams, on Themumetric Obtervaiwns. He 
produced a report of hourly observations, conducted at Ply- 
mouth, and illustrated it by diagrams, representing the 
mean daily curves of temperature at different periods of the 
year. He compared them with similar observations made 
ftt Leith. 

21 . Mr. O. Jerrard, on the SduiUm of Algebraic Equations. 
An account of these researches was given by Professor 
Hamilton. 

22. Professor Phillips presented the third report on the 
lall of rain, in continuation of his former reports. It fully 
confirmed his remarkable results announced last year to 
the Association, viz. that less rain falls, in proportion to 
the height from the ground ; and extended them so as to 
lead to some general theoretical views* 

Mr. P. proposed that the Association should either pro- 
vide, or recommend members to procure rain-guages, and 
have them placed at different places, at different heights 
from the ground, not to exceed 160 feet, which he appeared 
to think quite sufficient for the collection of data, to enable 
<^culations to be made to ascertain the quantity of rain 
which would fall into a guage at any height. This sug- 
gestion led to some discussion in relation to the dew 
which would be collected in the guage along with the rain, 
and thus would vitiate the result. It was also stated that 
radiation from different places had a great influence on 
the formation of vapour. Thus, the Sugar-loaf and Howtb 
mountains are frequently capped with clouds when the 
Dublin mountains are quite clear, hence the necessity of 
care being taken in placing the g^ages. It was also stated 
that there is a quantity of rain discharged from a variety 
of those clouds known by the name of nimbus^ which 
never extends to within a considerable distance of the 
ground. These clouds, which do not extend to the ground, 
are well known. The rain BelUs into the lower air, and is 
absorbed by it ; the latent heat for the solution being fur- 
nished by the lower stratum of air, or by radiation or reflec- 
tion from the ground itself. The guages, arranged as pro- 
posed, would be no measure whatever of rain of this kind, 
and would, consequently, furnish erroneous results for 
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calculation. The discussion was discontinued, in conse- 
quence of the press of business. 

Professor Rigaud made some obserrations. 

23. Colonel Sykes^read various details as to the mode of 
conducting obserrations on temperatures, as practised by 
himself in India, with a general statement of his results* 
His method was to determine the boiling point of water, 
at the altitude he wished to fix. In several examples the 
error was only 1 6 feet in 4000. The apparatus recommended 
was very simple, cheap, and portable. 

24. Mr. M^CuUagh, on reflection and refraction of polarized 
light at the svffaces of crystals. This communication con- 
sisted of the results of a mathematical mvestigation of cer- 
tain questions relative to the polarization of light, which 
arise on comparing the theories of Fresnel and Cauchy, and 
was full of most important views. 

25. Mr. M*Grauley, on Magnetism. This paper was a con- 
tinuation of his former communication, in which the author 
entered at large into his theory of electro-magnetism, con* 
tending that it is merely a state of electric excitation, reject- 
ing the theory of currents, and concluding with observations 
in favour of free inquiry on philosophical subjects. 

Friday, \Ath Augvst. — 26. Professor Apjohn, on the Dew 
Point. The author propounded a formula of connexion 
between the dew point and the indication of the wet bulb 
thermometer. His results tended to shew the conformity 
of observations and theory. 

27. Professor Hamilton read an abstract of Mr. Challis's 
results respecting the simultaneous vibrations of a cylindri-* 
cal tube, and the column of air contained in it. 

In the theory of cylindrical tubes, it is necessary to take 
into account the vibration of the tube itself, as well as the 
air contained. Certain laws have been deduced. It is pro- 
bable that the vibrations of the pipes severally affect the 
vibrations of the columns of air, and, consequently, the 
sound produced. 

28. Professor Wheatstone, on Speaking Machines. The. 
author noticed the attempts made by the Germans to form 
pipes which would imitate the vowel sounds. De Kemplin 
imitated different sounds with a conical tube, more or less 
covered at the mouth. The author observed that the differ- 
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ence of the rowel sounds depended solely on the relative 
-size of the cavity of the month, altered by the tongue and 
the opening of the lips. Willis, by a tube, (containing a 
reed), altered in capacity by sliding, extended the scale to 
other vowel sounds. He proposed* a new mode of classifying 
the consonant sounds. He exhibited a copy of the machine 
of D^ Kemplin, in which the mouth is imitated by an India 
rubber bell, and consonant sounds produced.* 

29. Mr. Whewell on a new Aj^emometer. The object kept 
in view in the construction of this instrument, is to measure 
the variation of intensity corresponding to the time. The 
instrument was exhibited. It consists of a small vane, with 
sails like a windmill, turning to the wind, and round its 
axis. Its circular motion is thus converted into a much 
slower vertical motion. A pencil is moved which traces a 
line on a paper cylinder, shewing the direction and strength 
of the wind. Sir John Ross made some remarks on his 
own method of judging of the intensity of wind at sea, and 
of the means adopted by him, during his last voyage, to regis- 
ter the direction of the winds, and their velocity, combined 
with the state of the weather, barometer, and thermome- 
ter, from observations as accurately made as circumstances 
would admit of, every half hour. He expressed his doubts 
of the utility of the instrument in the Arctic regions ; but 
said that it would have been desirable to have had such an 
instrument with him in his last voyage, in order to test its 
utility and accuracy. 

30. Professor Lloyd detailed his magnetic observations in 
Ireland, made in connexion with Captain Sabine, which 
were undertaken at the request of the Associati<m. They 
consisted of observations of the dip and force. The lines 
of equal dip were pointed out, with irregular variations of 
intensity, probably depending on atmospheric causes not 
yet understood. The lines of equal intensity were in some 
measure determined. These have been found not generally 
parallel with lines of equal dip, but, in Ireland, they are 
not greatly different from parallel. At the south-east point 
of the county of Waterford, the least dip was observed ; the 
greatest was on the north-west point of Mayo, or Donegal.. 

* A short account of the same lecture has been given in Records of General 
9ci6Bee, yol. i. p. 469. 
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In Limerick the dip was 7F; in Dublin, it was less*. It 
increased towards the north-west, in the direction of the 
west magnetic pole, 71 i°. In Armagh it was about 71* i6|^. 
The author remarked the utility of having magnetic ob« 
servations made at diffSerent stations. An interchange of 
needles was made between Captain James Ross and Captam 
Sabine, by which their respective observations would be 
made to correspond. 

■31. Mr« Hamilton, on the I%eary of Varying Orbits. He 
explained the general nature of orbits, under the influence 
of perturbations, expressed by Lagrange as a varying ellipse. 
The author's method is a modification of this, by different 
ellipses, founded on a former general method, in a some- 
what simplified fonn. 

Mr, M^CuUagh mentioned some investigations of his 
own, upon the same subject ; and stated, verbally, a rule 
which he had deduced. 

Professor Powell stated certain difficulties of calculatioa 
which had occurred in his optical researches, with a view 
to elicit any assistance which the members of the Association 
might be able to give in the soluti<m of them. 

32. Mr, Kane, on the Interference cf Sound. He referred 
to Herschel's suggestion of the distinction of sound by inter- 
ference, as analogous to the absorption of light. In trying 
the experiment he found anomalies in certain cases. 

Mr. Addams remarked that the anomalies might easily be 
explained, by considering the actual conditions of the case. 

Mr. Wheatstone made some remarks, and described ex- 
periments which seemed to reconcile the anomalies alleged. 



Mechanical Science applied to the Arts. — T7ie First Meeting 
was held on Thursday^ \Zth August. Mr. Reknie, Presi- 
dent ; Db. Labdneb, Vice-President. 

1. Mr. Hodgkinson of Manchester detailed some experi- 
ments in reference to the collision of beams and piles. This 
communication formed the continuation of a former paper 
read to the Association. The results were 1 : That when 
east iron beams were brought forcibly in contact with balls 
of different kinds of metals of equal weights, the deflection 
was the same in distance, whatever the nature of the metals 
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was. 2a That the impinging masses rebounded after the 
stroke, throagh the same distance under similar circum- 
stances. 3. These effects are not in any way dependent on 
elasticity, but are the same as theory would point out to be 
the consequence of the collision of bodies destitute of elasti- 
city. He mentioned also that wire resisted fracture most 
effectually, when it was extended by means of a weighty 
equivalent to -J of the weight required to break it. 

2. Mr. Mallet read a paper on the fracture of bars of 
east iron. 

3. Mr. Ettrick read an account of a compass which, by 
a peculiar contHvance, adjusted the cardinal points so as to 
correspond with the true points in the horizon : thus, ob- 
viating the necessity of allowing for the variation. This 
effect was produced by securing the needle upon the card 
by moveable clamps, and adjusting it for the magnetic va^ 
riation of Greenwich, with a contrivance for altering it in 
situations where the local variation was different. 

4. Mr. Pritchard shewed an achromatic microscope, In 
which the angular aperture of the object glasses exceeds 
any that have hitherto been constructed. It is peculiarly 
serviceable in examining flax, cotton, silk, &c. 

6. Mr. Russell read a paper on the solids of least resist- 
ance, in reference to steam vessels, and related experiments 
which tended to prove that the form of prow best suited to 
rapid progress through water, was a parabolic one. This 
was disputed by Professor Mosely and Dr. Lardner. 

6. Mr. John Taylor stated that by calculating from the 
duty on steam engines in Cornwall, it appeared, that work 
performed by means of 1 bushel of coal, required 10 or 12 
years ago 2 bushels ; and, in the time of Bolton and Watt's 
patent 4 bushels were necessary, while at the commence- 
ment of the use of steam power, the coal required was 16 
bushels. The steam engines at present in Cornwall were 
equal to 44,000 horse power. 

7. Dr. Lardner made some observations on Rail Roads. 
He stated that every road offers a sensible resistance to 
traction, but this on a rail-road is less, because the surface 
is more uniform. The resistance on a rail-road to the 
power of traction is always the same, as the resistance pro- 
duced by ascending an acclivity, rising 1 foot in 250 ; that 
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is, supposing the rail-road to be level. Suppose a rail-road 
rising 1 foot in 250, resistance to traction then proceeds 
from two causes, the resistance on the level, as already ex* 
plained, and the resistance offered from the actual declivity. 
The resistance to be overcome on the level is equivalent to 
nine pounds per ton, and on the road ascending 1 foot in 
250, it would be eighteen pounds per ton, and thus it is 
seen, that in the latter case, the drawing power must exert 
twice the force necessary on the level. If the road rose 3 
feet in 260, the drawing force would be twenty-seven pounds 
to the ton. This view of the subject is confined to ascents, 
but it should not be forgotten, that when a rail-road is 
worked, the transit is from one end to the other. It is 
necessary, in estimating the merits of rail-roads to consider 
their action downwards as well as upwards. In coming 
down a steep, no force is required to impel an engine, and 
the gravity restores that force in going down which it has 
robbed firom it in the ascent. You have to provide, in an 
ascent of 1 foot in 260, for a resistance of eighteen pounds 
to a ton, but in descending no force is required. If it was 
desired to strike an average between tfie ascent and descent^ 
the road would present a surface which would be equivalent 
to a level. This point, respecting ascent and descent, struck 
the House of Lords, before which he gave this opinion, as a 
paradox, but it was one only in sound and not in reality. 
Dr. Lardner remarked, that these observations referred to 
ascents not more steep than 1 foot in 260 ; but supposing 
the rise to be 3 feet in 260, and where the strain would be 
consequently, thirty-six pounds in each ton, would gravity 
give this. back in the descent ? It was true, that no power 
was required in descending, but while only nine pounds 
were gained in the descent, twenty-seven pounds were lost 
in the ascent. Beside the loss of power, there was also th^ 
danger resulting from the too great velocity occasioned by 
sudden descents. In one of the lines of rail-way, for which 
a bill had been applied to the House of Lords, there was a 
slope of 1 foot in 106 in a descent of two miles and a-half 
long, and the velocity given to an engine on arriving at the 
foot of the slope, could not amount to less than 70 miles an 
hour. To mitigate defects arising from these abrupt de- 
scents, breaks were applied, but not always with success. 
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The break is a piece of wood, presaed against the tire of the 
wheel by a lever, and if it acts with full effect it ought to 
prevent acceleration. He had seen several cases in which 
it had totally failed, and one instance, whidi occurred he 
would detail. At one of the slopes between Manchester 
and Liverpool, he was descending with a loaded train of 
160 tons. The operative engineer, whether through a de- 
sire of displaying the engine's movements, or through 
neglect, forget to apply the break at the commencement 
of the slope ; when half-way down, the velocity became so 
great, that he requested the breaks to be applied, bat on 
doing so, they were instantly burned. The train went down 
at a tremendous speed, although the supply of steam had 
been cut off. When the train had been stopped it was found 
that the wheels of one of the waggons which revolved with 
the axis had been broken, and yet notwithstanding this 
accidental dn^, the speed amounted to at least fifty miles. 
It was objectionable to have any slope exceeding 1 in 250, 
for when the excessive natural powers of gravitation were 
resorted to, control over its movements was impossible* 
The conclusion to be arrived at, althou^ it appears para- 
doxical is that you may construct two rail-roads, say of 100 
miles in length, one level, the other going over mountains, 
and yet the two rail-roads may be worked by the same me- 
chanical power. Suppose in the one you ascend 1 in 250, 
and descend in the same ratio, a pull of eighteen poimds to 
the ton is required only fifty miles, and on the other half 
you descend by inertion. On the level road a pull of nine 
pounds to the ton is required, from the entire distance of 
miles, and thus the extent of exertion is equalized. It was 
not, however, to be forgotten, that they should have a re-' 
gard to the power used. If the power to be used was that 
of animals, then it might happen that the hilly road would 
be better than the level, for nothing was better understood 
than that a dead and unvarying pull upon the same set of 
muscles, would have the effect of causing the labour to be 
more severe, while a varying pull would alternately give 
quiescence and exercise to the muscles. If the line was so 
disposed as to throw the whole ascent in one pots, the ad- 
vantage would be gained of having the rest of the road 
nearly level. But . the cost of attaining this advantage 
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should not be forgotten. Steeps of this description required 
an increased power, and the engines capable of working on 
the general line of road, would not be capable of exerting 
an increased force. There were only two ways of ascending 
sudden ascents, one by the agency of an additional engine, 
and the other, by having the whole train pulled up by means 
of a rope. The additional engine, would occasion much 
additional expense, for the supply of them would always be 
preserved, and the men should be paid their wages whether 
wanting or not. The use of the rope would occasion an 
enormous waste of power, and he mentioned the instance 
of a place, where an ascent of 1 foot in 106 occurred. 
The rope was five miles long, and its weight was 60,000 
pounds. Dr. Lardner next referred to one point on 
which he seemed to consider that engines generally were 
at variance with what was correct. He contended that the 
heat of the fire is directly proportional to the quantity of 
the steam allowed to escape in a definite time into the flue, 
and consequently that half the number of blasts of steam 
projected into the chimney in an engine going up a hill,, 
would have the same efiect in exciting the fire as double the 
number of blasts of half the condensation, when the engine 
was running on a level plane. 

FHday^ %th August. — Mr. Ettrick read an account of cer- 
tain improvements on steam engines, and on securing the 
seams of boilers, of a machine for drilling boiler plates, and 
of an astronomical clock. 

9. Mr. Cheverton read a communication on the sculp* 
ture of busts by machinery, exhibiting beautiful specimens.. 

10. Mr. Grubb made some very able and practical obser- 
vations on an improved model for mounting an equatorial 
instrument, adopted by Edward J. Cooper, M. P., of Mack- 
roe Castle, county Sligo. 

Mr. Cooper bore testimony to the excellence of the in* 
strument, as also to the talent and perseverance of Mr. 
Grubb in his scientific improvements and inventions. 

11. Lieutenant Denham stated some details in reference, 
to the vibratory effects of rail-roads, especially over tunnels^ 
A discussion then took place between Dr. Lardner and Mr. 
VignoUes, on the disadvantages arising from acclivities on 
rail-roads, which appeared to the Section as over-rated by 
Dr. Lardner. 
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12 Mr. Stevelly described a self-registering baroineter. 
The principle of this instrument is to suspend the mercurial 
eidtem by a mercurial hydrometer^ so that it may move 
downwards by arithmetical distances, for equal additions 
to its weight, and vice versa. Hence, if a scale be fixed be^ 
side it, an index carried by the cistern as it falls and rises^ 
will mark the corresponding positions.* 



General Meetings, — ^The first general meeting Was held in the 
Botunda, on Monday, at 81 p.m., at which it is calculated above 
2^000 persons were present. 

Sir Thomas Brisbane, in resigning the Chair of President of the 
Association, referred to the benefits which had already proceeded 
from the institution of the Association. He be^ed to propose, as his 
successor. Provost Lloyd, who took the Chair and addressed the meet* 
ing at considerable length, in reference to the importance of Science, 
and the certainty that the word and works of the Creator would 
be found, when duly understood, to correspond with each other. 

ProfeMor Hamilton then read the annual address. We regret 
that want of space prevents us from inserting the whole of his elo- 
quent speech in reference to the published reports of the Association. 
He observed, *' they belong to our own age ; they are the property 
ef ourselves as well as of our children. To stimulate the living, not 
less than to leave a record to the unborn, was hoped for, and will he 
attained, through those novel and important productions. In holding 
up to us a view of the existing state of science, and of all that ha& 
been done already, they show us that much is still to be done> and 
they rouse our zesl to do it. Can any person look unmoved on the 
tablet which they present of the brilliant discoveries of this century, 
in any one of the regions of science > Can he see how mudi has 
been already built up, and is still in process of building, without 
feeling himself excited to give his own aid also to the work, and to 
be enrolled among the architects, or at least, among the workmen ? 
Or can any one have his attention guided to the many wants that re- 
main, can he look upon the gaps that are still unfilled, even in the most 
rich and costly of those edifices, like the unfinished window that we 
read of in the palace of eastern story, without longing to see those 
wants supplied, that palace raised to a still more complete perfection, 
without burning to draw forth all his own old treasures of thought, 
and to elaborate them all into one new and precious offering." . 

He then took a brief view of the reports in the last volume of 
Association Reports, beginning with the paper of Professor Rogers, 
on the Geology of America. 

The object proposed by Professor Rogers was to convey a dear 
summary of what had been ascertained concerning the geology of 
America, whether the knowledge acquired had been communicated 
to the public or not. This is not very different from the object con* 
templated by other reporters ; but in the execution of the report it 

* The reports of the remaining^ sections wiU be giren in the succeeding number. 
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is found that a marked peculiarity arises. Fot the far greater por- 
tion of the report '.con tains, the result of Mr Rogers' own reasonings 
on data^ many of which appear for the first time in his essay. It has 
therefore, more the character of a mem6ir than of an o'rdinary re- 
port. Were any one to adopt this plan in treating of the state of 
Europeaq geolo^ he might be blamed, because the value of such a 
report woidd consist in the discussion of a vast mass of published 

1 data, and in the comparison of theoretical notions proposed by per- 
sons of high reputation. But in treating of America this was not the 
case ; because, first, little authentic was known in Europe on the 
subject — second, there are few American authors of high repute in 

. geology. This character of originality is certainly well supported by 
die aiithorfs own researches, and it is not surprising if his work 
contains. some errors, still less remarkable that it should have excited 
some opposition at home. But the writer of the report has really 
taken much pains, has exhibited much patience, and has brought to 
his task a competent knowledge of European geology. It has cer- 
tainly cleared our notions of the general features of American geo- 
logy, and particularly augmented our positive knowledge of the more 

•recent deposits, as regards organic remains, mineral characters, and 

. geographical features. It is to be continued. 

Another report which is almost entitled to be called a report on 

. foreien science, is that of the Rev. Mr. Challis. on the theory of 
capillary attraction, which is a sequel to that presented at Cambridge 
on the .common theory of fluids, and which the author proposes to 
follow up hereafter by another report on the propagation of motion 
as affected by the development of heat. Mr. ChaUis remarks, that 
while many questions in physics are to be resolved by unfolding through 
deductive reasoning the consequences of facts actually observed, there 
is also another class of questions in physical science, in which the 
facts that are to be reasoned from are not phenomena ; for example 
the fact of universal gravitation for which the evidence is inductive 
indeed, but yet essentially mathematical, the fact not coming itself 

. under the cognizance of any of our senses, although its mathematical 

.consequences are abundantly attested by observations. Mr. Challis 
goes on to say — '' The great problem of universal gravitation, whidi 
is the only one of this class that can be looked upon as satisfactorily 

' solved, relates to the large masses of the universe, to the dependence of 

. their forms on their own gravitation and ,the motions resulting from 

. their actions on one another. The progress of science seems to tend 
towards the solution of another of a more comprehensive nature, 
regarding the elementary constitution, of bodies and the forces by 
which their constituent elements are arranged and held together^— 
Various departments of science appear to be connected together by 
the relation they have to this problem. The theories of light, heat, 
electricity, chemistry, mineralogy, crystallography, all bear upon 
it. A review therefore of the solutions that have been proposed of 
all such questions as cannot be handled without some hypothesis 
respecting the physical condition of the constituent elements of bodies, 
would probably conduce by a comparison of the hypotheses, towards 
reaching that generalization to which the known connexion of the 
.sciences seems to point." The author finally remarks, that '^ Ques- 
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iioDB of this kind have •£ lute largely engaged tlie ^tlentimi cf floibe 
French mathematicians^ and the nature m their thearies, and die 
results ci the calculatioos founded on 4hem, deserve to be brought as 
much as possible into notice." Acting upon these just views, Mr. 
Challis has acoordiBgly performed for the British Associatioa And'fyr 
the British public, the important offioeof revieivdng and rq^anang 
upon those researches of I^place, Poisson, and Oauss, refirpectnig the 
connexion of molecular attraction, and of the repulsion^ -heat mth 
the ascent of fluids in tubes, which give to his Ifeport so much of Itat 
foreign character which I have abei^ ventured to ascribe to it;; yet, 
itisjuat toadd, and, indeed, Mr. Challis does so, that as Newton 
first resolved the mathemati(»l problem of gr»dtation, in its bearings 
OD. the motion of a planet about the sun, and went far to resolve t& 
same extensive problem in its details df perturbation «lso, he likewise 
first resolved a problem of molecular forces, and deariy foreiaw 4aid 
foret^dd the extensive and almost umversal application of sttchiaroes 
to the mathematical ocplanation of the more varied claBSto4)f phe- 
nomena, and that the theoiy of capilkry attraction, in particular, has 
received some very valuable illustrations in England from the InUe 
Br. Thomas Young. I ought to mention that a very interesting i3&- 
port on the foreign mathematical theories of electricity and magnetisa, 
was read in part this morning to the mathematical and phym»l 45ec- 
tion, by the Rev. Mr. Whewell. The next report after that of Mr. 
Challis in the volume, is the report I already alluded to, by iSpbfeanor 
Lloyd, on the progress and present state of physical optics, respeel- 
ing whidi I shouM have much to say, if I did not fear to off^id «fae 
modesty of the author, and were not restrained by the recdilection 
that he is a member of the same University with mys^, and "a 
countryman and friend a( my xnvn. I shall, therefore, simply ed^ 
press my belief, that no person who shall hereafter set about to&nti 
an opinion of his own on the question between the two theories df 
light, will think himself at liberty to dispense with the study of tHis 
report. I may add that it also, as well as that of Mr. Challis, dmviA 
largely from foreign stores; but if Huygens was the first inventor, 
and Fresnel the finest unfolder, and Cauchy the profoundest OMthe- 
matical dynamidan, of the theory of the propagation of light by wffvet, 
and if the names of Mains, .Biot, and il^go, and Other emineut 
foreigners are familiar words in the annals of phylical optics, we/aiso 
can refer among our own illustrious dead to names enshrined ^m 
the history of this science, to the names of NeWton and WoUaaton 
and Young, and among our living fellow-countrymen and fellow- 
members of this Association, (unhappily not present here), w« hawe 
Brewster and Airey to glory of. It should be mentioned that the 
author of the rcporthas himself made contributions to the srienoe of 
light, more valuable than any one could c(^eet from the statemeiits 
in the report itself, and that important communications in that scieiice 
are expected to be made during the present week, by Professor Powdl 
to a eeneral meeting, and by Mr. MacCuUagh to the f^ysical sMion. 
llie remaining reports in the new volume are those by Mr. 
Rennie en Hydraulics; by Dr. Henry of Manchester on the laws 
d contagion, and Professor Clark of Cambridge on animal jAkymo- 
logy, and especially on our knowledge respecting the blood. Mew 
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itefliiitt'sii^itociilaintylfadk^, oew facts f fom the ' msnutei^H* 
«f bis &tlier^ and is in other ways a valuable statement^ industrionily 
invm up, of th^ reoant impiroTenieBts in the practiee of hydfavlios^ 
to ^ theeiy of which science it is to be lamented that so litde ims 
iatdj been added : and without pretending to judge mysetf 4^ the 
merits of the two other veports, I may mention them as compositions 
whiek i know to have iatere^ed persons^ with whose mfesskmal 
end haldtual puraaits they hare no dose connexion^ and^erefere) as 
an iastanee of the accompiishment of one great end proposed by our 
affodation^ that of dzawing together ^^erent minds, and eiidtiag 
kitedieotaal sympatliy. The odier contentsof the volume are accountfe; 
^n^scairehes undertaken at die request of Uie association* Notices 
in answer to -queries and recommendations ^ die same body, and 
misediiaiieous oomnMinicationa. Of these, it is of course impossilde 
toipeaknow; your time would not permit it. Yet, perhaps, I ou^ht 
not to pass over die mention of one particular vecommendadon whi(;h 
has happened to become the subject of remarks elsewhere— I mean 
that reooBunendadon which advised an application to die l<»ds 
•of the treasury for a grant of money, to be used in the reduction 
of certain Greenwich observations, the result of which recommen- 
dadon is noticed in the volume be£ore us. 

In aH that I have hitheito said reinecdng this Assodation, I have 
ij^en almost solely of its internal effects, or those which It produces 
on the minds and acts of its own membem But it is manifest that 
such a flodety cannot fail to hwre also effects which are external, and 
that its influence must extend even beyond its own wide circle of mem- 
lieis. It not only hdps to diffiise thsough the community at large a 
(respect and interest for the pursuits of sciendfic men, but ventures even 
to f^prpach die dirone, and to lay before die King the expression of the 
wishes of this his parlmment of seienoe, on every subject of nadonal 
inqportanoe v^ueh bdongstoacience only, and is unconnected with die 
predomiiianee In the state of aay -one political party. It was judged 
tiiat die veduodon of the astronomical observations on the sun and 
moon, and planets, which had been accumulating under the care of 
Bradley and his successors, at the Royal and National Observatory of 
•Groenwich^ since the middleof the lasteenlury, which, except so far as 
foreign astsonomers might use them, had lain idle and useless till 
now, to the great ohstruction of the advance of pracdcal as wdl as 
dieonedcal science, was a subject of that nadonal importance, and 
worthy of siich an approach to the highest functionaries of the state. 

It 'happened diat I was not present wlien the pioprie.^ of madbing 
dns applieadon was discussed, so that i do not know whedior the 
authority of Bessel was qaoted--That authority has not at least been 
-meBlioned tojoty knowled^ in any printed remmrks upon the question, 
but as it bears direcdy and poweiful thereon, you wiU permit aao, 
Mrhaps, to occupy a few moments by citingit Professor Bessel of 
Koenigsberg, who, finr eoasnmmate union oi dieory and pcaedo^, 
must te pliMed in the very foremost rank, may be placed perhaps at 
the head of astronomers now living and now woiking, puUi4ied not 
lo^ago that dassical and useful vc&me, dieT^u{« Kegiem(mia0ue, 
whidi I now hold in my hand. In the introduotion to this volume 
of tables^ Vessel vemaiksitthat ^' the present knowledge «€ the solar 
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syrtem has not made all the progreas which might have been expected 
ftoBJL the great number and goodness of the ol»erva1aons made on the 
sun, and moon^ a^nd planets, from the time of Bradley down* It- may 
indeed be said with truth that astronomical tables do not err now by 
so much as whole minutes from the heavens ; but if those tables 
differ by more than five seconds now, by using all the present means 
of accurate reduction, from a well observed opposition of a planet— for 
example, their error is as manifest and certain now as an error ez« 
oeeding a minute wais, in a former state of astronomy — and the 
discrepancies between the present tables and observations are not 
uncommonly outside that limit, the case is doubtful. Errors of 
observation to such amount they cannot be ; and, therefore^ they can 
only arise from some wrong method of reduction, or wrong assumed 
elliptic elements or masses of the planets, or insufficiently developed 
formulie of perturbation, or else they point to some disturbmg cause 
which still remains obscure, and has not yet been reached by the light 
of theory. But it ought surely to be deemed the highest problem of 
astronomy, to examine with the utmost diligence into that which has 
beien often said but not as yet in every case sufficiently established, 
whether theory and experience do reaUy always agree. When the 
solution of his weighty problem shall have been most studiously made 
trial of, ih all its parts, then either will the theory of Newton be 
perfectly and absolutely confirmed, or else it will be known beyond aU 
doubt that in certain cases it does not suffice without . some little 
change, or that besides the known disturbing bodies there e^dst some 
causes of disturbance still obscure. And then after some technical 
remarks, less connected with our present subject, fiessel goes on to 
say, 'I to xae considering all these things together, it appears to be of 
the highest moment (plurimum vcUere) towards our future progress 
in the knowledge of the solar system, to reduce into catalogues as 
diligently as can be done according to one tommon system of elements, 
the places of all the planets observed since 17^> than which labour, 
I believe, that no other now will be of greater use to astronomy." 
(Qtto labore nullum credo nunc majorem utilitatem Astronomic 
aUaturum esse); such is the opinion of Bessel; but such is not the 
•opinion of an anonymous censor, who has written of us in a certain 
popular review. To him it seems a matter of little moment that old 
observations should be reduced. Nothins good he imagines can 
come from the study of those obsolete records. It may be very well 
that thousands of pounds should continue to be spent by the nation 
year after year in keeping up the observatory of Greenwich, but as 
to the spending £ 500 in turning to some scientific profit the accu- 
mulated treasures there, that is a waste of public money, and an 
instance of misdirected influence on the part of the British Associa- 
tion. For you, gentlemen, will rejoice to hear, if any of you have 
not already heard it, and those who have heard it already will not 
grudge to hear it again, that through the influence of this associa- 
tion what Bessel wished, rather than hoped, is now in process of 
accomplishment; and, that, under the care of the man who in 
England has done most to show how much may be done with an 
observatory, that national disgrace is to be removed of ignorance or 
•indifference about those scientific treasures which England has 
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sXtaost unconsciously. been long, amassing, and which concern her ail 
the country of Newton and the maritime nation of the world ; for. thft 
spirit of exactness is diffusive, and so is the spirit of negligei^oe. 
The closeness indeed of the existing agreement between the. tables 
and the observations of astronomers is so great that it cannot easily 
b^ conceived by persons unfamiliar with. that science. No theory has 
ever had so brilliant afortune or ever so outrun experience as the theory 
of gravitation has done. But if astronomers ever grow weary, and 
^ntly turn back from the task which science and nature command, 
of constantly continuing to test even this great theory by observation, 
if they put any limit to. the search, which nature has not put or are. 
content to leave any difference unaccounted for, between the testimony 
of sense and the results of mathematical deduction, then will th^ 
not only become gradually negligent in the discharge of their other 
and more practical duties, and their observations themselves and theic 
nautical almanacks will then degenerate instead of improving, to the 
peril of navies and of honour ; but also they will have done what in 
them lay, to mutilate outward nature, and to rob the mind of its 
heritage. For, be we well assured that no such search as this, were 
it only after the smallest of those treasures which wave after wave 
may dash up on the shore of the ocean of truth, is ever unrewarded^ 
And small as those five seconds may appear, which stir the mind of 
Bessel, and are to him a phophecy of some knowledge undiscovered^ 
perhaps unimagined by man, we may remember that when Kepler, 
was ^'' feeling ," as he said," the walls of ignorance ere yet he readied 
the brilliant gate of truth," he thus expressed himself respecting 
discrepancies which were not larger for Uie science of his time :— 
" These eight minutes of difference which cannot be attributed to the 
errors of so exact an observer as Tycho, are about to give us the means 
of reforming the whole of astronomy." We indeed cannot dream 
that gravitation shall ere become obsolete ; perhaps it is about to. 
receive some new and striking confirmation ; but Newton never held 
that the law of the inverse square was Uie only law of the action of 
body upon body, and the question is, whether spme other law or mode 
of action, cor-existing with this great and principal one, may not mani- 
fest some sensible effect in the heavens to. the delicacy of modem, 
observation, and especially on modem reduction. It was worthy of 
the British Association to interest themselves in such a subject : it 
was worthy of British rulers to accede promptly to such a request. 
I have been drawn into too much length by the consideration of this 
instance of the external effects of our association, to be able to da 
more than, allude to the kindred instance of the publication of the 
observations on the tides in the port of Brest, which has, I am informed^ 
been ordered by the French government, at the request of M. Arago, 
and the French board of longitudes, who where stimulated to make, 
diat request by a recommendation of the British Association at Edin- 
burgh. Many other topics, also connected with your progress and 
prospects, I must pass over, having occupied your time so long ; and 
in particular I must waive what, indeed, is properly a subject for your 
general committee — the consideration whether anything can be done 
or left undone, to increase still more the usefulness of this associatioQ,. 
and the respect and good will With which it is already regarded by 
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ike other imtkutHms of this and of other couxitrie«« As an Irishiaaii^ 
and a native of DuUu^ I maj be auffered m oonehiaoato add my 
own to the many voices which webome chit goodl y taatpiaiy of Ciig- 
liih, and Scottifih> and foxeign viatarB to Ireland and to DuUin« 
We eannot, indeed, avoid regretting that manj eminent persODS 
whose presence we should much enjoy> are not in this assemblj, 
thoagh not^ we trust, in any case from want of their gpod will or 
good opinion. Especially we must regret the absence of 8u: David 
Brewster, who took so aedve a part in forming this association : but 
I am authorised, by a letter from himself, to mention that his al>« 
aence proceeds entirely from private causes, and that they form the 
only reason why he is not here^ Herschel, too, is absent ; he has 
home with him to another hemisphere his father's fame and his 
ownj perhaps, from numbering the nebuls invisible to northern 
eyes, he turns even now away to gaze upon some star whidi we, too, 
can behold, and to be in spirit among us. i\jid other names we miw; 
but great names, too, are here ; enough to give assurance that in 
htilliance and useful effect this Dublin Meeting of the Association 
will not be inferior to former assemblings, but ^1 realise our hopes 
and wishes, and not only to give a new impulse to science, but idso 
cement the kindly feeling which binds us aU U^ether already. 

Tuesday, llth AuguaL-^Br. Lardner, an Steam Carriages. 
He commenced, by saying, that at the desire of the British Association^ 
he would address the meeting upon the application of steam gene- 
rally, but more especially as applied to transport over land. Afcer 
explaining the properties of steam, and the manner in which Water 
becomes converted into steam, be illustrated the power of this agent 
by the height with which a plug was raised, when water heated 
under it became converted into vapour. Thus, every solid inch of 
wata*, when converted into steam, is capable of supporting above a 
ton weights The n»eed at which carriages were propelled, depended 
upon the speed with which steam was applied to the machinery, and 
subsequently generated in the boiler. Heat operated with gteatet 
power than some of his hearers conceived, and, as an evidence, he 
would mention, that in travelling from Liverpool to Manchester, he 
found that new grate-bars put into the furnace at Liverpool, were 
fiised and destroyed by the action of the iire. In addition to the 
present mode of generating steam, there were several other very 
ingenious plans suggested. By one plan, water was contained in 
pdurallel plates, and fire passing up between the water^ to use a 
fiuniliar phnuse, became roasted into steam. By another the boiler 
was formed of consecutive cylinders, placed one within the other> 
until they terminated in the centre. Another plan had been adopted 
by Mr. Gumey : great bars formed part of the boiler, and water was 
contained in theni all. Other bars formed the back and also the roo£ 
With reference to the use of engines on railroads, it was well known 
that no inert body was capable of varying its energies without loss. 
It was upon this principle, among others^ that railways had been 
found more adapted fcnr transit than stone roads. The latter were 
variable ; and, from their inequalities, caused a perpetually dian^ng 
resistance. Iron railroads were supaior, from their uniformity. 
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8|BOQth|iie80» and kardness, and from the dimioidied resistance pr^- 
aentQ4-* It wag a common error to suppose that the road on which 
one was most easily drawn, was that on which a vehicle could pass 
with &pility> but, ia reality^ a carriage on a paved street required 
less propelling power than, on a macadamized road It was also sup- 
posed that the resistance of a road to a carriage merely depended upon 
tj}« nature of th^ surface, but this was not the truth, for much de» 
peaded upon the foundation, and if it was bad, the weight of the 
wheels forced u§ the surface into li^e hills, over which there wa^. 
great difficulty in ascending. To constitute a good road> smoothness, 
hardness, and evenness were necessary } and if any road could be 
constructed perfectly in accordance wiUi this description, no power 
of draught would be necessary. Iron railr roads, ^^proa^hed mo6l» 
i^early tQ perfection ; but thou^ they possessed ha^rdness they were 
not entirely smooth ; and in the Liverpool raiL-road, which had been 
now used for some period of time> a passenger could tell, from the 
ipequality, when he vraa passing from one joint to another. The 
torce irequired for propulsioa along a level r^^road;, was about 9 lbs» 
to one ton ; but supposing the rail-road to rise 1 foot in 250; although 
the elevation could not be discovered by the eye, yet a double force 
of draught would be xequdred. When, the rise was more than 1 in 
IQOj it exceeded tjbe power of the machine, and then it was necessary 
to use additional means of transit. The rise from Carlisle Bridge 
to th& Botunda was about 1 foot in 500, and from Nassau Street 
^o Ann. Street it was one in 90, and at this elevation not carriage 
could go. There ought to be no sudden turns in rail-roads; no 
curves perceptible in. their bend* A sudden curve on an ordinary 
7oad would be but a trifling objection, but when carriages were, 
travelling at the rate of forty nules, such an; abrupt bend should 
be avoided. In the Kingstown railway, there was only ooev 
blemish : the suddenness of the curve near Kingstown ; and if the 
rail- way was to be carried further on, as he hoped it would, the effect 
would be felt greater, from the additional velocity not now required 
at the termination of the line where the defect existed. He under- 
stood that casual circumstances obHged the engineer to maJke the 
draught curve of not less than half a mile, while it should have been 
at least one mile. It was olject^d to railways that they were not 
as good as common roads, because they did not admit of being made 
where there were hills, but this was a silly argument, for illustrating 
the subject by reference to a familiar instrument, he would say that 
the edge of the razor would be blunted by what might ^ot affect s^ 
carving knife, because the razor approached nearest to perfection* 
Dr. Lardner then referred to the mode of cutting tunnels to avoid 
ascei^ts > and stated that on the railway between Birmingham and 
liondcxi there will be seven tunnels, one of which will be a mile and 
a h^lf long, a second a mile long, and a third, at Primrose Hill, half 
a mile long. Supposing that the power of steam had obtained its 
maximum, when the raU-road from Liverpool to London would be 
comfdetec^ the journey between the twq places would be performed 
in less thau ten hours. It was not generally known that the weight 
of the train considerably retarded the motion. He had travelled 48 
miles 9Xk hour on the Kingstown rail-road, and upwards of 50 on the 
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liiverpool ; and this speed coold be accelerated to 60 miles an hour- 
At this rate we might reach Liverpool from London in three hours 
and a half. 

A bill has been obtained to connect London and Southampton^ and 
another is about to be obtained for a Bristol rail way. 

It is pleasant to contemplate the effects of facility in communica- 
tion. Formerly, 450 persons passed daily between Liverpool and 
Manchester. Now, 1309 persons pass. Between London and 
Liverpool 1350 persons pass. When the raiUroad is completed the 
number will be above 4000. 

It is proposed to' have a line of road through Ireland, between 
Dublin and Valentia, to constitute the high way to America. The 
formation of this road, which will conduct all passengers between 
Britain and America, through the middle of Ireland, will tend, in 
the opinion of Dr. Lardner, to produce tranquillity and peace Over 
the length and breadth of the idand. 

In America there are 40 rail-roads completed, and about 100 in 
progress. The longest is 50 miles at present. But the Ohio rail- 
way, now forming, is above 300 miles in length. 

Wednesday^ \2th August, 

After the reports of the sections had been read by the several 
secretaries. Professor Powell proceeded to ^ve a lecture on the 
theory of the dispersion of light. 

In introducing the sulgect, he observed, that to many, this subject 
might appear dry and cold, lut it had a peculiar interest to those who 
studied it, for it was prosecuting truth for its own sake. It had, 
therefore, a high, sublime and sacred claim to attention. Its pheno- 
mena were required to be investigated by refined analysis. The 
study was minute, it is true, and to many, Uierefore, it might appear 
trifling. But to such persons, the saying of the Honourable Robert 
Boyle might be given as an answer. He was an Irishman, and was 
the first to reduce into practice the theories of Bacon. When cen- 
sured by his friends for engaging in occupations apparently frivolous 
and trifling, he replied, " There is nothing unworthy of being inves- 
tigated which was thought worthy of being created by God." 

The lecturer proceed^ to state that Professor Airy had suggested 
to him to compare the relation deduced from Cauchy's theory between 
the length of a wire and the refractive ipdex for each of the different 
standard rays, with the numerical values of those quantities obtained 
by experiment for different media. This he acccvdingly attempted 
to do for all the ten media examined by Fraunhofer. The results 
will be seen in the Phil. Trans, for the present year : And, it is 
conceived the coincidences are such as to justify the conclusion, that 
M. Cauchy's theory is established by observation as far as those media 
are concerned. The author has since commenced a more extended 
series of measurements of the deviations of the definite standard rays 
for prisms of various transparent media, by means of a telescope 
attached to a graduated circle having two opposite visions. Such a 
series of observations is one of the recommendations of the British 
Association ; and the author, therefore, hoped that some of its mem- 
bers may be willing to co-operate with him should they have oppor- 
tunities of ptociuing for examination some of the less common refrac<* 
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dng substances in the form of prisms^ in such a state of purity and 
transparency as to see the lines. 

He also mentioned that he had already obtained approximate results 
from oil of catsia^ which agreed very nearly with theory. 

Mr. WheweU made some observations upon the phenomena of the 
tides, and referred with great satisfaijtion to the observations at pre- 
sent in prop'esB of determination, along the shores of Great Britain, 
upon the tides^ and noticed the co-operation of the Dutch government 
on this important subject. 

Thursday, 13th Au^st. — No Lecture. 

Friday, l^h August — The chairmen of the several Sections 
gave an account of tibe various papers read during Thursday's and 
Friday's Meetings. 

Professor Babbage then proceeded to offer some suggestions as to 
the age of peat mosses, &c He stated that the idea which he 
hoped to see followed out, occurred to him as he was sitting under a 
beautiful ash tree in the park of a friend with whom he was living. 
The age of trees is known by the number of rings in the section of 
ihem, and he remarked that many of those rings were of a large si^e, 
while others were small. In conclusion, he (Prc^essor Babbage) drew 
from these variations, that where the rings were large the year was 
favourable to vegetation ; while, if they were small, a less supply had 
been afforded to the tree. The Professor, from these appearances, 
was induced to believe, that means were provided, by the inspection 
of these rings in different trees, to ascertain different periods of time, 
and the fertility or barrenness of the several years. 

Professor Sedgwick gave account of the labours of the Geological 
Section. 

Saturday,15thAugust. — A General Meeting was held at 2 o'clock, 
when the Rev. Mr. Vernon Harcourt, as general secretary, addressed 
the meeting. He apologized for the delay which had occurred, but 
hoped it would be excused on account of the importance of the 8ub« 
jects which had been discussed before the committee. Invitations 
had been sent from Bristol, Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester and 
Newcastle, soliciting the Association to have its next meeting in those 
several places, and what decided the selection in favour of Bristol, 
was from that city having sent the first decided invitation. Every 
kind of accommodation had been offered by the public and corporate 
bodies. A difficulty then arose in selecting the officers of the Asso- 
ciation in provincial towns, as they might not wish to undergo the 
arduous labours and duties necessary to give effect to the proce^lings, 
but there did not appear to be a prolnlnlity of any inconvenience 
arising in the present instance. Mr. Harcourt then read the several 
sums of money recommended by the Sections to be advanced for the 
prosecution of scientific objects in various branches. — It had also beea 
determined to apply to Grovemment to send out an expedition to the 
Antartic Regions, for the purpose of discovering the Southern Mag* 
netic Poles. He felt mudi gratification in announcing that the re-« 
sources of the Association had increased to a greater degree at this 
than at any former meeting. He would not waste time in advocat- 
ing thepr<^riety of the system adopted by the Association, for that 
system was the most efficacious in imparting knowledge. Mr. Har« 
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court ohannredyihatfiomtlie-ccciiBKBfiefl! in Ihe Seeft^^ 
new subjects remarked, but the spirit im which tb«$9^ disetyverifis nmAss 
WM abo shftwnw The wenBhe^abo deiived incitoiiieiaft tewsw exer- 
tions, from the kmAness with whkh the^ had been treated in evearjt 
phKt^aindfiarelf inncMamotethan thesietsopcdisof I^^ The 
AtmaaSaatk ofimd impnrtaal means for fiusOitoting dbcanrnd^. in 
sciene^ and for awardiag the just meed of appiiobatioB to the talenta 
of disftttgiiiahed philoflophers. It was said to Doctor Black, \sy » 
friend, *^ How do you happen to have made inqiortBnt disBovenei^ 
and then stop short instead of completing thoae inventionsy as 
Fkiestky and WaCt have deue. *' They have not escaped me/' 
was the xeply, *' but I am afiaid ^ the i^i^iewer^i" The reviewers 
might formerly have had the power to depress merit» but they 
eoiUd not do so any longer. If a»y man was too nwdest to give 
an aceoimt of hia sdientifie proooedip^ t» the Section* ittioU»ev 
member would be prepared to itft aa a d^vty> m ovder to fd 
Uiat praise awarded to hiu which be mighit hi^ppen to deserve 
There were nameifous other points im which the merits oi the 
Aasociatian could be o(msidered» but tisAe did not allow him tn 
dilate upon them. Mr. Harcouit read the naniea of the nidividiiab 
ly^inted as officers for the yea*. Treasurer, Mr. John Taylos^^ 
General Secretaries^ Mr«V..Haieourt and Mr^Boillie -Assisteat 
Oenend Secretary, Professor Phittip»-*Secretiirles, Dr. Turner and 
Mr. Yates. Mr. Taylor, the treasurer^ gave a statement of the 
funds of the society. On the 30th (^ July last there was cash in 
the treasurer's hands to the amount of £ 509. — iik the stocks £236h 
and yxtmM copies of works about £^560. In DuhUn the treasurer 
had received 1228 subscribers, and £ 1750, together with aA add^ 
tkmil sum of £94, for books sold^ making the total income £5214. 
The expenses and sums due by the Association were probably £1000, 
leaving a clear property of £4214. It was gratifying to state that the 
receipts ci the preceding year in Edinburgh were £ 1^626, while in 
I>ubUn they amounted to £ l,750i It waa also very pleattng to be 
able to state that grants for the advancement of science, of £ 1,700 
had been placed tlus year at the disposal of the committee. 

This sum was distributed as follows : £ 500 for a dufdieate xeducf 
tion of the astronomical observations made at L'£co& Militaiie of 
Paris; £ 100 for determining the constant of lunar notation ; £ 100 
£w observatioBS on the temperature ci the tide ; £ 250 for continuing 
tidal observations at Liverpool and the port of London ; £ 100 for 
tlie advancement of Meteorcdogy; £30 for the continuatioii of 
Professor Wheatstone's experiments; £30 for reducing to practice 
Pr. Jerrard's plan ion Kdving equations of the 5th or higher degrees; 
£30 to Mr. Johnston for oon^leting tables of ehemi^ constants; 
£30 to Mr. Fairbum for experiments on the hot and cdd blasts iost 
iron works ; £ 105 for prosecuting researches in British fossil Ich- 
thyology; £50 for reseaschea into the absorbents; £50 lor eiut- 
Hiining the sounds oi the heart. 

ScA^rda^ Evening, Ibih iliigti«I.^Dr, Barry gave an. account 
of his ascent to Mount Blanc. He mentioned that 20 persons only 
juure reached the suaunit of the mountain, and of these 12 were 
En^shmen. 
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. Profesaor Babinge nade ttme lettadu iqm s whklpoal iihMrted 
atdielalttad of G^ftlonk^ through wbich the aeshaf poured te^4G 
yesKS. He had applied to Lord Nugeitty the GoTemor ef Garfu^ to 
know whether he was awmainted wiui the i^t, and that ttoUemaA 
gave him li atetement upon the svbfeety whtdi he woohlendeanroar t» 
report^ althou^ perhaps^ not with aufficient accumcy^ as he had not 
taken notes at the time. A hele is seoi hetween two zecks, aad^aa 
eancaivmted channel conreys the sea watev into a pit> 100 ynida 
round> and four feet below the surface. The sea that enters zushea 
in with considerable rekeity. The water rises in the pit durough 
the slttieei^ to the hei|^ of two feet> and is then dischar^^ 
throu^ some means not yet ascertained. Mr. Bahbage said that the 
waters which disappeared mif^t go into vast hidden leceptadea aot 
yet filled up, or else the volcanic agency supplying heat aright^ aa 
the Waters descended into the earthy cause eruptions. 

Professor Wheatstone showed his speaking iwachiney and explained 
the principles upon which this ingenious machine is invented. 

The biuiness of the Meeting concluded^ by the thanks of the As*-, 
sociation being given to the President^ &€., and to the Public Inati* 
tutioixs in Dublin for the acconuiMxiation granted to them> and esp»> 
dally to Sir John Tobin of Liverpool, who gave one of hiafine Stana 
Vessels^ for the conveyance of members of the Association to and Irom 
Ireland. 

This temdnated the proceedings <tf the British Asflodatieoiar 18361. 



Abticlb IV. 

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 



I. — Live Toad found embedded in a Stone. By Andrew 
Pollock, Esq. (To Dr. JR. D. Thomson.) 

16, Capel Street, Dublin^ I9th August, 1835. 
My dear Sir, 
Mb. Si!ub0b of Birmingham, called on me to-day, in the way of 
business, and ) took the opportunity of learning from him the parti* 
culars concerning the live Toad, winch was found embedded in stQne> 
on the new line of Railway betwixt London and Birmingham, and 
an account of which, he gave last week at one of the Sectional Meet- 
ings of the British Association. 

It appears, that the Toad in question, was found in a piece of free* 
stone whidi had in it no perforations or other possiUe means for the 
animal's respiration ; that, on the Toad being discovered by the acci-» 
dental breaking q£ the stone, its skin shewed a bright colour approaoh* 
ing to yellow ; that in 15 er 20 minutes afterwards, the cfdoor 
changed to dark greyish approaching to black ; that it at first appeal^, 
to breathe with difficulty, but gmdually shewed more fseedom of 
respiration; that it lived for about four days, and probably, would 
have lived longer, had sufficient caution been used in avoiding too 
great exposure in its new state of existence. 
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I leave toour aUe geologists* the elacidatiiia of the extnpodKnary 
causes^ which originally placed this unexpected visitorin its narrow 
cell, involving, as the question does^ phenomena of no small interest^ 
both in a geological and chronological point of view. My present 
object is^ to submit for consideration^ an idea with which my own 
mind is pretty freely impressed, and which, I think, derives consider-* 
able strength from this unexpected discovery ; and it will afibrd me 
much pleasure if the subject is taken up by some able hand, who may 
possess opportunity of collecting facts tending to elucidate the case. 

The idea I would throw out for consideration (or rather for scien- 
tific investigation) is, whether the Toad in question, was not incased 
in its stone mansion before the fall, and consequently, at a period of 
the world's history, when the atmosphere it breathed was not int- 
pzegnated with the seeds of mortality. 

We have every reason to believe, that many of the fossils found 
embedded in the earth, have been so from a period anterior to the 
deluge; and we have no proof that any of the animals which have 
been found alive in an embedded state, were so placed at any period, 
since the very- earliest part of our world's history ; moreover, we have 
yet had no positive proof that animals would now really exist if 
enclosed in stone, clay, or any dose substance for a lengthened period; 
We seem thus, to be led to something like the conclusion, that the 
Toad now brought to view, and other animals found in somewhat 
similar circumstances, were actually so placed or embedded, prior to 
the change which came upon the world at the fall of man ; and if 
this fact be established by satisfactory evidence, are we not justified 
in drawing therefrom, a strong proof of the truth of scripture history. 
That inspired record states, in simple^ but emphatic language, 
" Cursed be the ground for thy sake," now, how could this curse, 
involving as it does^ liability to sickness and death all who breathe 
the tainted atmosphere, be passed on the ground (or earth) so natu- 
rally, as through the medium of the atmosphere, thus, rendering it 
the instrument of carrying the' seeds of dissolution round the surface 
of the globe. 

^ If we can arrive at the conclusion, that all animals found in an 
embedded state, have been so enclosed from a period anterior to the 
fall of man, if we also find that animals now similarly encased cannot 
exist, we thus arrive at a most important fact, namely, a direct geo- 
Ipgiod proof of the fall, and consequently of the truth of scripture 
history. 

^ The fifteen years experiment now in progress for preserving animal 
life in an enclosed or embedded state, will tend much, either to con* 
firm or disprove this point. 

Meantime, I have only to express my firm persuasion, that science 
as it advances, will in its brighter and higher discoveries, lead to the 
development of that harmony, which ought ever to appear, and I 
doubt not^ will be found to subsist betwixt the laws of nature, and 
the statement contained in the revelation given us by nature's God. 

With best wishes, believe me, my dear Sir, yours very truly, 

ANDREW POLLOCK. 
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11. ^-^Scientific Association of Germany J^ 
Thb Annual Meeting of this body is to be held this jear at Bonn, 
on tbe Rhine, from the 17th to the 27th of September. At the 
meeting last year at Stuttgart, Dr. Christian Freiderick Harles, Privy 
Councmw of Prussia and Professor of Medicine in the University 
of Bonn, and Dr. Jacob Noeggerath, one of the Directors in Chief 
of the Council of Mines for Uie Rhenish Provinces of Prussia, were 
respectively chosen President and Secretary of the ensuing Meeting. 

The Committee appointed to superintend the preliminary arrange- 
ments have already received notice of the intended presence of several 
of the most eminent men of science in Europe. 

The Geological Society of France meets in the beginning of Septem- 
ber at Mezieres, and after examining the country there, and around 
Namu, Liege and Aix la Chapelle, joins the German Association 
at Bonn. The attraction of such an assemblage will be greatly 
heightened by the beauty of the country around the place of Meeting, 
and the neighbouring Siebeugebirge, Laacher See, and Cifel wul 
present espeml objects of interest to the Geologist. 

There will be sufficient time to go to Bonn after the Meeting c^ 
the British Association in Dublin, and we hope that our own country 
will be worthily represented in all the departments of physical and 
medical science. Those who mean to go will do well to give notice in 
due time ; in order that they may not be disappointed as to accommo- 
dations. We know that in the true Spirit of German hospitality the 
donunittee are anxious to provide comfortable quarters for all strangers ; 
but the town is small, and therefore they should get as early notice 
•as possible. Letters sdiould be addressed to Professor Noeggerath. 

III. — Remarks on the Temperature of the Bakic* — JExtract of 
a Letter from Alexander Humboldt to M. Poggendorff. 
(Pogg, Ann. xxxiii. 233.) 
Peculiar contingencies of an active Kfe have made me sail over the 
Pacific and Caspian seas sooner than the Baltic, which lies saneaf 
my native cbuntry. In two little voyages which I made lately, in 
the Rusaan steam- vessel Ischora, from Stettin to Konigsberg, and 
in the Prussian steam- vessel, Frederick William, from Konigsberg 
to Dantzic and Stettin, I occupied myself entirely with the variations 
of temperature at the surface of the Baltic The phenomenon of an 
extraordinary fall of the thermometer, to a point from 48*2 to 51*8 
Fahr. appeared to me very extraordinary. Perhaps other observers 
-may be more fortunate in discovering the cause of this sudden sinking. 
While the air on the 24th of August was between 70^*7 a^^d 
76o'28 F. from 10 a.m. to 7 p-ni., I found the sea at Swinemunde, 
73 '16, and opposite Treptou, 68«*54. In the bay south of Swine- 
munde it was 64o*76. On the 25th, when we were rounding the 
prmnontory between Lebaand Rixhofter, where the coast approaches 
nearest to the island of Gotland, the thermometer in the sea fefl 
suddenly to 52o'16 and 63**6, the air being 66»*2. We had remained 
at the same distance from the coast, varying from 1 J to three nautical 
-miles (SQ to a degree), and the hours of observation were lOj a.m. 
and l| p.m. I mention the time of the observation and the tempent- 
* We insert this notice by request. 
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ture of the fdr, although I beUev^e that they have Very little influence 
to thift variation. On the east side of the psomoDtMy aC Wd9. the 
t^mperatuxe of the sea xoae again to 74*"'! 6 U 8 aom. (The air was 
a^'^'lO). This de^ee •f heat the aea setained as fiur as PiUsn and 
Koni^herg ; and in Friaohen Bay, near Pas^ its tempeiattl'^ was 
as h%b as 71 ''24, the air heiag 6B«-9a 

The same appearances were observed dwag the Tetum* The sea, 
which near Fsduwasser atS^um. in iEour &likms water, on the 3rd«if 
September, had only a temperatoce of 64^ 04 ; and al^ 9 a^m. in the 
Khhfih of Daatsic, in fifteen fa^hoas^ Jdd^% rose oi^mite Hek to 
70*^-52, the depth being seventeen fiuhoms, and the heat of the air 
jEnom &fi to eQ'^'S. But when we again ^^ppgimAeA theproaioAtoiy 
between Hixhofter and Leba, theteaaperature <if the -sea sunk gradu^ 
ally to 59^-72, and then to Slo-OS. The air was ftm ^'5 to 64^*4^ 
4nid the time noon aadS pjn. The differatice in the temp^ratore of 
the surihoe of the sea was thus, in the first voyage 68^*54 52<"A6s9 
l«»-38; and in the second, 70«*59 — SP-OB «: ldM4. As wie 
approached Stolpen, without any change in the itempexatixre e€ the 
aea or the dutanoe f mn the shore, the Icn^eratuse of Jthe water 
ti^ain sose to 68^-6 and 64<*'4, ahdiough 4&e sea was hif^er, the wsefit 
i^nd stronger, and the Sempetatuie of the ahr had s«nkitafi9<». Ovtc 
against RUgenwalde and 8wiaemunde the dieiinometar again mse 
ashighasS3<«aiid€&>72. 

The cauaeof the peculiar degree of cold at the pvoniontorybetweeai 
Leha and Rixhofifcer, is not currents obserraUe on the surfaoe, nor 
jhalilows-; nor can the increase in the north .ktitads be oonsideBai 
the cause; for,,to ^eesst, at the pronontory near Pilhui, wie aae 
nearly under the june pmlld, and yet the water is warmer. The 
tcause lies probiddy at ^distance, beyond tiie sound, and m the motkiiis 
.of the lower layers of water, in an obliquely upward £r8ctton» as 
diminutions of temperature in the atmosphore often depend upon 
snouhuly descending currents. Now, as Homer's esperiments show 
that, in mean latitudes, the temperature of the sea sinks scarcely 
13^-S6 at the depth of 100 fitthoms, no one will he inclined to refer 
4;he phenomenon under conaideratian to local causes, in the hafin of 
the Baltic, which is only iiom 15 to 40 fjeitluaas in de^th. 

The entrance of the Polar waters into the deep wat^ stxate^ 
the Sound, offers us a possible cause ; and the leiigth c^ the time 
required in the communication of heat downwards must also, (Ospeeii- 
ally during this hot summer, be taken into consideration. In the 
lalceofOeDeya, when the surface was at 700*16, at the d^^ of ISO 
feet, the temperature had sunk 27% and in the lake of Annecy^ when 
the. surface was at 57^*92, the temperature had sunk I5^^8^. It is 
evident, from these numbers, that the diminutinHi <^ temperature 
depends upon very intricate causes, as in calm water it is -more vapd, 
in deq;>ly agitated water slower, unless currents bring from a distwiee 
nr push up to the surface odder water. 

The remarkable shape of the Baltic, and its stretching towards the 

north, influence gready the relative temperature oi the north of 

Germany, and give to ^ basin, to a depression in the lan4> an imp^- 

tance which, if it were dry, would, &om its little c^pth^ scarcely be 

* PouUlet, Elem. de Phyo. et de Meteosologie, ii. 676. 
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obsorred. Heimdl si^s» riehtly^ in lus so little iued but excellent 
work Investigation of the Cwrrents of the Atlantic Ocean, 1832, 
p. 2&, that inland seas have a hi^er temfieiatuTe than the free ociean 
und^ similar dicumstances. (%»tain GaiAier, to whon^ along with 
Smyth, we are indebted for the excellent examination of the Medi- 
terranean^ found an the 3d of August 1819, and the 24th of Jtme 
1820, the temperature of tilie surface of that sea, between lat 38o 46' 
andd9'> 12^ to be between 84<'-2 smd 85^1, that is 5<''4 higher than 
the mean temperature of the West Indian Ocean,* and only 1^*8 
loww than that of the sea near the equator, as indicated by accurate 
thermometers, t 

It will be remarked in my abore dbserrations, how powerfully the 
great heat of the air during this summer, inftuene^ the summer 
temperature of the Baltic. 

I found in the open sea in the Baltic during a considerable storm 
(not in a ealm) the temp^uture 71^6, and near Swinemunde as high 
as 73**'7& Rennell, in his atlas on cun:ent8> gives us the August and 
September temperature of the Mediterranean, between the coasts of 
Ozan, Grenada, and Murcia 71^*6, and 74*^*84, as the usual maximum 
of a year. The usual temperature of ^e Baltic in free and deep sea, 
is in August 59o to 63<'-5 (10^*8 lower than in August 1834), while 
in the Sound of Copenhagen, it amounts to 71^'^ er 74**66 and in the 
Catleea (under the influence of the Atlantic) it scarcdy rises to 
61^*16. 1 At Dantzic the mean temperature of the whole summer 
Is 62*^*42, at Konigsberg 60^*42, as is determined by 18 to 21 yeors^ 
accurate observations. At Dantsic, I lind the mean temperature of 
the air in the month of August, daring the last 6 years 62^*06. If 
. this is -idsQ, as is very probalue, the average maximum temperature of 
the Baltic, that is the temperature of the surface in the end of August, 
whidb gives llie maximum of the year, we recognise in these numbers 
the in&enee of an inland sea. WhOe the winter tempemture of the 
Baltic sinks to between 35^^6 and 36^-5, the mean temperature of 
4he same sea between 54 and 54^ N. L. is'not under 48<>r2. The 
acute Kamtz also finds for the Atlantic ocean, in lat. £4^, by calcula- 
tion 48*^*92, by actual observaticm 50^*^90. In the Atlantic ocean, the 
difference between the mean annual temperature, and the August 
temperature (in the north temperate 2one,) is somewhat more than 
6-4. § In the B^tic, this diflference appears to be 62*'06— • 48''*56s= 
13'^5. In the Mediterranean, Rennell gives ^ the south eoest of 
13pain 42*^30 and 43*^ for the end of August and the b^eginning of 
43^>teffiber. This is again 14<*'4 higher than the mean temperature 
of the sea in the same ktitude. For the winter temperature of the 
air at Naples in kt 40^ 51' is 50<|*4, and the average of the whole 
year i8'6l*<>64; and Palermo in latitude dB"" 6' has a winter tem- 
peiature of 54®'34, and a mean annual temperature of 63o-32, 

!%« ixdaad seas have in summer a higher, and in winter a lower 
mxrface te m p e rature than the ocean, and in higher latitudes, as for 
instance, in the Baltic, which freezes far from its shores, the sinkmg 
of the winter temperature increases. 

• Relat. Hist. J iii. chap 29, p. 518. 

t ^tt: ia baade d'eau a plos clMude. 1. c. chap. SB, p. 498. 

t BeTghaus, Aimal iv. 14S. 

$ Kaatz. Lehifouch der Meteorologie ii. 115, 118. 
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Article I. 

On Racemic Add. By Thomas Thomson, M.D., F.R.S., 
&b., Regius Professor of Chemistry in the University of 
Glasgow. ( Continued from p. 172.J 

XIIL — RACEMATE OP COBALT. 

Whek solutions of racemate of soda and sulphate of cobalt, 
in atomic proportions, are mixed together, no sensible 
change takes place at first ; but, by degrees, the sides and 
bottom of the vessel become covered with a crust of race- 
mate of cobalt. 

The colour of this racemate is a fine red, with a slight 
shade of blue. When heated so as to drive off the water it 
assumes a fine deep violet colour, which is permanent. It 
is tasteless, yet leaves a disagreeable impression in the 
mouth. Its sp. gr. is 1-769. At 60°, 100 water dissolve 
0*118 parts of it. The solution has a red colour, though it 
contains only -g^th part of its weight of salt. 100 of boiling 
water dissolve 0*42 of the salt. The solution has a pretty 
deep red colour. 

To determine the constituents of this salt, 20 grs. of it, 
previously dried in the open air, during dry and warm 
weather, were exposed for two- hours to the heat of 230°. 
The colour became violet, and the weight was reduced to 
14*76 grs. The heat being now raised, the salt blackened, 
^ve out an empyreumatic smoke, and at last took fire and 

TOL. II« R 



Digitized by 



Google 



242 Dr. Thomas Thomson on [Oct. / 

burnt without flame, like tinder, and left 4*84 grs. of pro- ^ i 
toxide of cobalt. This oxide was strongly ignited, without j 

any alteration in its weight. , 

4-84 oxide of cobalt require for solution 9-396 of racemic 
acid. Hence, the 14-76 grs. dried at 230° still retained 
0-605 water, or very nearly half an atom. The salt dried in 
the open air was composed of 

1 atom racemic acid . . . 8*25 
1 atom protoxide of cobalt . 4-26 
4} atoms of water .... 5*0625 



17-5625 
But when the oxide of cobalt thus obtained was digested 
in water it gave out 0-25 gr. of carbonate of soda = 0-148 
gr. of soda. If this soda, as is probable, existed in the salt 
united to racemic acid, it would make 0*453 gr. of racemate 
of soda. Deducting this, the original salt was obviously a 
compound of 

1 atom racemic acid . . . 8-25 
1 atom oxide of cobalt . . .4*25 
5 atoms water 5*625 



18126, 
And the salt dried at 230° retained two-thirds of an atom of 
water. 

XIV. — RACBM ATE OF ZINC. 

This salt precipitates in poWder when concentrated solu- 
tions of racemate of soda and sulphate of zinc, in atomic 
proportions, are mixed together. It is a soft white powder, 
having a slight shade of buff. The taste of it is not strong, 
but decidedly similar to that which characterizes the other 
salts of zinc. Its sp. gr. is 1:980. At 60°, 100 water dis- 
solve 1*067, and, at the boiling tempenM;ure, 2-58 of it. 
When the boiling solution is cooled slowly, beautiful .silky 
crystals are deposited. They are minute, flat, four-sided 
prisms, having some resemblance to sublimed benzoic acid. 

20 grs. of this salt, exposed for two hours to the temperar 
tore of 350°, lost 2-82 grs. of it3 weight. The heat being 
raised and continued for two hours longer, the loss of weight 
was 3*14 grs. In another trial 20 grs. lost 4*43 grs., and 
became black when in contact with the glass. . 
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When we bum the dry salt in a crucible the zinc is reduced, 
and at least one half of it is volatilized, so that we cannot 
determine the composition of this salt by ignition ; nor can 
we safely trust the loss of weight when heated, as the mear 
sure of the quantity of water which it contains. I there- 
fore precipitated the oxide of zinc from 20 grs. of the salt, 
by means of carbonate of soda. The oxide of zinc obtained 
weighed, after ignition, 6 grs. Hence, the component parts 
of the 20 grs. of salt were 

Racemic acid . . 9-428 or 825 
Oxide of zinc . , 6000 „ 5-26 

Water 4-672 „ 400 

4 water is almost exactly 3 J atoms. From this we see that 
the salt, when dried in the open air, contains 3^ atoms of 
water. 

XV. — RACEMATE OF CADMIUM. 

This salt precipitates when we mix together solutions of 
sulphate of cadmium and racemate of soda in atomic pro- 
portions. It is a beautiful white salt, crystallized in small 
needles. It is tasteless, or nearly so ; its lustre is saline, 
and its specific gravity 2-64. At the temperature of 62°, 100 
water dissolve 0* 105 of this salt. 100 parts of boiling water 
dissolve 0-206 of it. 

10 grs. of the salt being exposed for an hour to a heat 
about 300°, lost 2-4 grs. of weight. The residue being exposed 
to the heat of a spirit lamp^ became yellow, then black, 
burned like tinder, and gave out a yellow smoke, which con- 
tained oxide of cadmium. The oxide of cadmium remaining 
weighed 3-2 grs. Its colour was rather darker than usual. 
The salt being neutral, if we reckon its composition from, 
the loss sustained on the sand bath, its constituents will be 
1 atom racemic acid . . . 8-26 
1 atom oxide of cadmium . 8-00 
4J atoms water _5-0625 



21-3125 

XVI. — RACEMATE OF LEAD. 

This salt precipitates when solutions, of nitrate of I^ad. 
And racemate of soda are mixed together in atomic propor-. 
tions. When washed and dried it is a white powder, wii^ 
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shining points interspersed, as if it consisted of minnte 
crystals. It has no sensible taste. Its sp. gr. is 3'168. 

At the temperature of 60°, 100 parts of water dissolve 
0-021 of this salt; and 100 parts of boiling water dissolve 
0-088 of it. 

From the experiments on this salt, described in the 
beginning of this paper, it appears that when it has been 
dried in the open air, without artificial heat, it is a com- 
pound of' 1 atom racemic acid . . . 8*25 
1 atom protoxide of lead . • 14* 
4| atoms water 6-245 

27-495 
But the greater part of this water is probably only mecha- 
nically mixed ; for, when exposed to a heat not exceeding 
100° there only remains li atoms water, which, therefore, 
I am disposed to consider as the whole chemically combined 
water which it contains. 

XVII. — RACEMATE OF TIN. 

When solutions of chloride of tin and racemate of soda 
are mixed in atomic proportions a white curdy precipitate 
falls, which may be washed, and dried on a filter. It is a 
chalky looking powder, which reddens vegetable blues, 
and has a slightly sweetish and acid taste. 

Its sp. gr. is 2-197. At the temperature of 100 water 
dissolve 0*146 of this salt. The matter dissolved consisted 
chiefly \)f racemic acid, though it contained likewise i3xide 
of tin. 100 boiling water dissolve 0-83 of the salt ; and 
this dissolved portion contains a greater excess of racemic 
acid than the cold solution does, judging from its taste and 
appearance. 

20 grs. of the salt being exposed for two hours to a heat 
of 350^, were reduced to 15*88 grs. Thi3 residue was stiU 
white, though it had a slight shade of buff. Being exposed 
in a porcelain crucible to the heat of a spirit lamp, it gra- 
dually blackened, without melting, and at last caught fire 
and left a black powder, which continued for some time to 
glow, till it was converted into peroxide of tin, weighing 
12-57 grs. Equivalent to 10-1289 grs. of protoxide. If 
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15-88 grs. had been deprived of the whole of their water by 
the heat of 350°, the anhydrous salt must have been com- 
posed of 

Protoxide of tin . . 8*25 = 1 atom 
Racemic acid . . . 4*684 = J atom + i^ atom, 
or very nearly a diracemate of tin. From the taste of this 
salt, and from the effect of water upon it, there seems no 
reason to doubt that when first formed it was neutral, but 
that nearly one half of thiB acid had been washed away while 
it was on the iSlter. If we include the water driven off, the 
coinponent parts of the 20 grs. must have been 

Racemic acid . . . 5*7511 or 4*684 = J atom 
Protoxide of tin . . 101289 „ 825 = 1 atom 
Water 4-1200 „ 3 355 = 3 atoms 



20-0000 

The preceding results not being very satisfactory, I mixed 
together solutions of 151-25 grs. of protochloride of tin 
crystals, and 122-5 gr. of racemate of soda. The former of 
these salts contained very nearly 72 J grs. of protoxide of 
tin, and the latter 82} grs. of racemic acid. A white chalky 
precipitate fell, which being collected on a filter, washed 
with three successive portions of hot water, and dried, 
weighed 119-21 grs. 

The first portion of water being evaporated to dryness^ 
left a salt in long needles, agglutinated together. It red- 
dened vegetable blues, and had an astringent and bitter 
taste. It weighed 107-9 grs. 

The second portion left a salt having a saline and slightly 
acid taste, weighing 23 grs. 

The third portion left 8*1 grs. of a similar salt. All these 
salts reddened vegetable blues, as was the case with the 
chloride of tin which had been employed. 

Thus, from 273*75 grs. of the two salts employed, I ob- 
tained, in all, 258-21 grs. of new salt. The difference must 
have been partly owing to the new salts having been more 
dried than the original salts had been. Accordingly, on 
dissolving the 107*9 gr. of the salt obtained from the first 
water employed to wash the precipitate, and crystallyzing 
afresh, the crystals weighed 114-7grs. The additional 6-8grs. 
thus obtained make the weight 265*01 grs. There is still a 
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loss of 8*74 grs. proceeding from the salts of the second and 
third waters used for washing the precipitates which had 
been too strongly heated, and were in part charred. 

I shall now relate the experiments made to determine 
the nature of these salts : 

1. The 119-21 gr. of Precipitate.— Thin was a chalky 
powder, precisely similar to that above described. 20 grs. 
of it, kept for 2J hours in the temperature of 340°, lost 
1 gr. of weight. We see from this that it had been previ- 
ously much better dried than the first racemate of tin 
examined. Being more strongly heated, it blackened and 
burned like tinder, leaving a yellowish powder, weighing 
12-79 grs. 

This residue was digested in water, and the liquid being 
evaporated to dryness, left 0*166 gr. of common salt. Con- 
sequently, 12*624 grs. of the residue was peroxide of tin = 
11-26 grs. of protoxide. Hence, the 20 grs. examined must 
have consisted of 

Water ' . 1000 

Protoxide of tin . . . 11*260 or 12*23 
Racemic acid . . . 7*684 f, 8*25 
Common salt . . • 0*166 



20000 
The oxide of tin exceeds an atom by about one-half. 

We might, therefore, consider the salt as a subsesqui- 
racemate of tin, not quite freed from common salt. I did 
not wash it nearly as much as I had done the first precipi- 
tate, from a suspicion that I had washed away a portion of 
the racemic acid. Hence, the reason of the small residue 
of common salt. 

It is obvious that the 119*21 grs. of precipitated salt were 
composed of 

Water ..... 6*9606 
Protoxide of tin . .67*0667 
Racemic acid . ... 46*2044 
Common salt . . . 0*9894 



119*2100 
•The whole oxide of tin from the chloride ought to have 
amounted to 82*6 grs. and^the whole racemic acid to 82*5. 
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grs. We, therefore, want 15*44 grs. of oxide of tin, and 
37*3 grs. of racemic acid. Let us see how &r these will be 
found in the water employed in washing this precipitate : 
The common salt found should amount to 75 grs., of which 
we have found not quite 1 gr. in the precipitated salt. 

2. 114*7 grs. of Sait from first Washing.— Oi this salt 
24*9 grs. were heated over a spirit lamp. It melted, 
frothed, and boiled- up, and, after ignition, left a white 
salt, resembling common salt, and weighing 16*3 grs. Be- 
ing digested in water 12*3 grs. of common salt were dis- 
solved, and 4*264 grs. of peroxide of tin remained =; 3*803 
grs. of protoxide of tin. 

It is obvious that the whole 114*7 grs. of salt would have 
yielded Common salt . . . 56*66 

Protoxide of tin . , 17*52 
Racemic acid and water 40*52 



114*70 

3. 23 grs. of salt from second washing. This salt being 
treated in the same way produced 11*14 grs. of common 
salt, and 6*069 grs. of protoxide of tin. The racemic acid 
and water, therefore, was 5*791 grs. 

4. 8*1 gr. of Salt from third Washing. — This portion was 
accidentally lost ; but, from its appearance, it could not 
differ much from the salt from the second washing. It 
mtist have contained all the common salt washing to make 
up the 76 grs. Now, this amounts to 6*21 grs. Hence, 
the oxide of tin, racemic acid and water which it contained 
could only amount to 1*89 grs. 

The protoxide of tin exceeds the true quantity by 8*16 
grs. I do not know the reason of this ; unless we are to 
ascribe the apparent excess to a residue of charcoal in the 
residue of the salt from the first washing. I had thrown 
this residue away before I was aware of the excess. But 
the peroxide of tin from the second portion of the water, 
before it was treated with nitric acid, contained rather more 
than the fourth part of its weight of charcoal. This correc- 
tion, applied to the protoxide of tin in the second salt, would 
reduce it to 13*39 grs., and, of course, elevate the racemic 
acid and water to 44*65. After this correction is applied 
there still remains an excess of 4*02 grs., which can only 
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be accounted for by admitting its existence in tbe chloride 
of tin employed. 

It is obvious that the greater portion of tbe racemic acid 
wanting to make up the quantity introduced existed in the 
first washings, or rather, in the liquid which had been sepa- 
rated by the filter from the original mixture of the salts. 
. The racemic acid in the second water was not sufficient 
to saturate the protoxide of tin. If we suppose it to contain 
subsesqui-racemate of tin, like the chalky precipitate, then 
the racemic acid in it will be 4-05 gr. and the water 1*741 
grs. This,, subtracted from the whole racemic acid which 
must haye been present in the washings leaves 33*3 grs. for 
the quantity in the first liquid, united to 13*39 grs. of pro- 
toxide of tin. Now, this is almost exactly in the proportion 
of 2| atoms racemic acid to 1 atom of protoxide of tin. 

In what way the common salt, racemic acid, and oxide 
of tin are united in this curious salt is not very clear ; but 
that they form together a compound salt, is obvious from 
this, that you cannot procure a particle of common salt 
from it by concentrating its aqueous solution. It always 
crystallizes in long needles, bearing a stronger resemblance 
to nitre^than to any other saline substance. 

XVIII. — BACEMATEO SUB-OXIDE OF MERCURY. 

This salt is easily formed, by mixing together solutions 
of nitrated sub-oxide of mercury and racemate of soda, in 
atomic proportions. The racemated sub-oxide .precipitates 
in the state of a white powder, having a slight mercurial 
taste! Its sp. gr. is 2*626. At the temperature of 196°, 
100 parts of water dissolve 0*0296 parts of this salt. 

20 grs. of this salt being exposed to the temperature of 
380°, became black, and lost 0*3 gr. of its weight. From 
this we see that the salt is anhydrous. The heat being raised 
to rather more than 400°, mercury sublimed in the metallic 
state, and a black matter remained, weighing 2*2 grs. It 
was still racemate of mercury, or, at least, contained oxide 
of mercury united to an acid. The running mercury col- 
lected, by simply covering the salt on the sand bath with 
an inverted glass, was 10*35 grs. 

To determme the composition of this salt, 20 grs. of it 
were digested in caustic-potash, and the black matter re- 
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maining undissolyed, was collected on a filter and washed. 
When dried on the filter it. weighed 15*14 grs. Hence, the 
racemic acid combined with it must have amounted to 4'56 
grs. Thus, we have racemated sub-oxide of mercury com-> 
posed of Racemic acid ... 8*25 

Sub-oxide of mercury 27*39 

The oxide of mercury should have weighed only 26 grs. 
The excess was owing to the impossibility of drying it suffi- 
ciently. On making the attempt it was partly converted 
into running mercury. 

350 grs. of crystallized nitrated sub-oxide of mercury 
were digested with 127 grs. of racemate of soda, containing 
82*5 grs of racemic acid. The racemated sub-oxide of mer- 
cury which precipitated, weighed 332*6 grs. 

The residual liquid being evaporated, left 112 grs. of ,a 
light-yellow salt, from which I extracted 4*1 grs. of a yellow 
matter, consisting chiefly of oxide of mercury, though it 
was not free from racemic acid. The liquid freed from this 
matter gave colourless crystals of nitrate of soda, weighing 
107*53 grs. It is obvious that a loss was sustained amount- 
ing to rather more than 2 per cent. This loss, doubtless, 
was owing to some water contained in the 350 grs. of 
nitrated sub-oxide of mercury. 

XIX. EACEMATE OP SILVER. 

This salt may be formed by mixing together solutions of 
nitrate of silver and racemate of soda, in atomic proportions. 
A curdy precipitate falls, which, being washed with cold 
water, and dried on the filter, constitutes racemate of silver. 

When thus formed it is white, but becomes black, (pro- 
bably by the partial reduction of the silver) when heated. 
Its sp. gr. is 3*168. At the temperature of 100° Fahrenheit, 
100 parts of water dissolve 0*268 parts of this salt. In 
consequence of this degree of solubility, small as it is, this 
racemate is not tasteless, but may be recognized by that 
peculiar impression which characterizes the salts of silver 
in general. 

To determine the composition of this salt 107*5 grs. (5 
atoms) of nitrate of silver were mixed with 61 25 grs. (5 
atoms) of racemate, of soda. The racemate of silver which 
•precipitated weighed 97*2 grs. when dried on the filter; 
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but by half an hour's exposure to a heat of 290° it was 
reduced to 97-1 grs. It blackened at a low heat, when 
heated in contact with water. 

The residual liquid being evaporated to dryness and 
heated on the sand bath, became black at the bottom, and 
weighed 63'6 grs. 

It is obvious that the whole racemate of silver did not 
precipitate when the saline solutions were mixed. For the 
whole of the salt, supposing it was in an anhydrous state, 
would have amounted to 115 grs. Thus, there were 17*9 
wanting. Had the residual salt contained only nitrate of 
soda, its weight would have amounted only to 53*75 grs. 
instead of 63*6 j^rs. and it would not have blackened while 
drying. This blackening indicates the pressure both of 
racemic acid and oxide of silver. 

To form an estimate of the constitution of the racemate 
of silver, 20 grs. of it were heated over the lamp in a plati- 
num capsule. It fused, blackened, smoked strongly, and 
finally left 11*7 grs. of metallic silver. Now, 11*7 metallic 
silver are equivalent to 12*55 grs. of oxide of silver. And 
this quantity of oxide requires for saturation 7*01 grs. of 
racemic acid ; making, together, 19*56 grs. If we admit 
the 0*44 gr. wanting to make out the 20* to be water, the 
constituents of the salt will be 

Racemic acid . . . 7*01 
Oxide of silver . . . 12*55 
Water 0*44 

20-00 
This is equivalent to 

1 atom racemic acid . . 8*25 

1 atom oxide of silver . . . 14*75 
J atom water 0*5626 



23*5626 
The water actually present amounted only to 0*517. It 
is doubtful whether this small quantity was chemically 
combined, or only mechanically lodged in the salt. 

XX. — RACEMATE OF BISMUTH. 

I attempted to form this salt by mixing together solutions 
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of 206-4 (10 atoms) gre. of nitrate of bismuth, and 125 grs. 
of racemate of soda. A white precipitate fell, weighing 
160*56 grs. ; and the residua] liquid being evaporated, left 
a residue which blackened while drying, and weighed 
128-67 grs. There appears a deficiency of 52*18 grs. But 
the nitrate of bismuth employed contained 39* 376 grs. of 
water ; and the racemate of soda contained 2*5 grs. of water ; 
so that the real deficiency was 10*3 grs., which must have 
been occasioned by the blackening of the residual salt while 
drying. 

On examining the precipitated salt, it was found to be 
partly sub-nitrate of bismuth. When heated to 290°, 20 
grs. of it lost 0*7 gr. of its weight. When heated over a 
lamp it took fire, burned with sparks, just as a mixture of 
nitrate of bismuth and racemic acid would do. It left a 
yellow powder, weighing 12*5 grs. These 12*6 grs..of oxide 
must have been united with 6*8 grs. of acid. Hence, 10 grs. 
of the oxide would have been united with 5*44 grs. acid. 
Now, this agrees nearly with one-third atom of nitric acid 
and -j.^ atoms of racemic acid. So that every atom of oxide 
in the precipitated salt seems to have been united with very 
nearly two-thirds of an atom of acid. 

The residual salt contained but little bismuth, (only 6*91 
grs.) but it contained much racemic acid, and likewise a 
considerable quantity of nitric acid. 

It is plain, from these facts, that we do not succeed in 
obtaining pure racemate of bismuth by double decomposition. 

XXI. — POTASH-RACEMATE OF ANTIMONY. 

This salt is easily formed by boiling a mixture of equal 
weights of bi-racemate of potash and glass of antimony in 
a sufficient quantity of water, till the bi-racemate of potash 
is neutralized. A yellow coloured liquid is obtained, which, 
when properly concentrated, deposites crystals of potash- 
racemate of antimony. They are in four-sided prisms, 
white, and having a good deal of the aspect and taste of 
tartar-emetic. 

Its dp. gr. is 2*589. At the temperature of 48°, 100 parts 
of water dissolve 4*11 parts; and at the temperature of 130° 
the same quantity of water dissolve 14 parts of this salt. 
It is, therefore, rather less soluble in water than the tartar- 
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emetic. It was reasonable to expect that this salt would 
possess the emetic properties of tartar-emetic ; and, upon 
giving it to a patient in the same dose, and in the same way 
as tartar-emetic is given, I found that it operated precisely 
in the same way as tartar-emetic. Upon substituting it for 
tartar-emetic, in the Glasgow Infirmary, no difference what- 
ever in its action could be observed. It might, therefore, 
be used, if any such substitutions should ever become neces- 
sary, in place of tartaric acid, in the preparation of this 
useful salt. 

When heated over a lamp it blackened and burned like 
tinder, giving out a little yellow smoke. On analyzing it 
in the usual way, I found its constituents to be, 

2 atoms racemic acid .... 16*5 

1 atom potash 6*0 

2 atoms protoxide of antimony 18*0 

3 atoms water 3*375 



43*875 
Thequantity of water which I found in an old analysis of 
V tartar-emetic, was only two atoms. But Mr. R. Phillips 
assures us that he found that salt to contain three atoms of 
water. If this be the true constitution of tartar-emetic, it 
coincides exactly, in its composition, with potash-racemate 
of antimony. 



Article II. 

Ascent of Chimborazo on the 16th December y 1831. 
By M. BoussiNGAULT. C Continued from p. 45.J 

After resting a few moments we found ourselves refreshed 
from fatigue. None of us had experienced any of the acci- 
dents which so frequently happen to persons when climbing 
high mountains. Three quarters of an hour after our arrival, 
my pulse, and that of Colonel Hall, beat 106 pulsations in 
a minute. We were thirsty, and were obviously labouring 
under slight febrile action, but this state was not painful. 
My friend was extremely cheerful; he continued to say 
many agreeable things while he was busily occupied in 
sketching what he called the Hell of Ice^ which surrounded 
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us. The intensity of sound appeared to me to be diminished, 
in a remarkable manner; the voices of my companions were 
so modified, that, in every other condition, it would have 
been impossible to have recognized them. The trifling 
noise which was produced by striking a hammer with full 
force upon the rock, struck us also with wonder. 

The rarefaction of the air produces generally upon per- 
sons who climb high mountains the most marked effect. 
On the top of Mount Blanc, Saussure felt a disposition to 
sickness. His guides, who were also inhabitants of Cha- 
mouni, experienced the same sensation. This state of un- 
easiness was increased by moving, or in observing two 
instruments. The first Spaniards who ascended the lofty 
mountains of America, were seized, according to Acosta, 
with nausea, and pain of the bowels. Bouguer had several 
hemorrhagies among the Cordilleras of Quito. The same 
accident happened on Mount Rose, to M. Zumstein, and 
Humboldt and Bonpland, during their ascent of Chimborazo 
OB the 23d June 1802, felt an inclination to vomit, and the 
blood came from their lips and gums. 

Although we had experienced great difficulty in breathing, 
and great lassitude while descending, when we rested, these 
disagreeable feelings ceased to trouble us, and we felt as if 
in our usual state. Perhaps our insensibility to the effects 
of th^ rarified air was to be attributed to our previous resi- 
dence in the elevated towns of the Andes. After witnessing 
the activity in such elevated towns as Bogota, Micuipampa, 
Potoxi, &c., the strength and prodigious agility of the prize 
fighters at a bull-fight at Quito, which is situated at a height 
of 3,000 metres (9,840 feet,) or young and delicate women 
dancing during the whole night in situations nearly as high 
as Mount Blanc, where the celebrated Saussure had scarce 
strength to consult his instruments, and where his vigorous 
mountaneers fell down from weakness while digging a hole 
in , the snow; when I add that the celebrated battle of 
Pinchinca. was fought at a height little inferior to Mount 
Rose, it will readily be admitted that man may accustom 
himself to breathe the rarified air of the highest mountains. 
In all my excursions among the Cordilleras I have always 
experienced, at the saitie height, a sensation infinitely more 
painful in passing over a place covered with snow, than in 
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olambering oyer a naked rock. We suffered much more in 
pealing Cotopaxi than in ascending Chimborazo ; because, 
on the former, we were constantly on snow. 

The Indians of Antisana also assured us that they felt a 
degree- of stifling (ahogo) when they walked for a long time 
on a snowy plain ; and, I confess, that on considering the in- 
conveniences to which Saussure and his guides were exposed 
while bivouacking on Mount Blanc, at the height of 3,888 
metres (12,752 feet), I am disposed to attribute it, partly, 
at least, to the unknown action of the snow. This point 
was not so high as the towns of Calamarca and Potosi.''^ 

On the lofty mountains of Peru, in the Andes of Quito, 
travellers, and the mules which carry them, sometimes feel, 
on a sudden, a very great difficulty in breathing, and fre- 
quently the latter fall nearly into a state of asphyxia. This 
occurrence is not constant, and in most cases appears to be 
independent of the rarefaction of the air. It occurs princi- 
pally when the mountains are deeply covered with snow, 
and during the prevalence of a calm. It may be remarked 
here, that Saussure was relieved from the disagreeable 
feelings which attacked him on Mount Blanc whenever a 
south-east wind blew. 

In America, this state of the air, which affects the organs 
of respiration, is characterized by the name of soroche. 
Soroche, in the language of the American mineris, signifies 
pyrites. Hence, they seem to attribute the cause of this 
phenomenon to subterraneous exhalations. This is not 
impossible, but the influence of the snow affords an easier 
explanation. 

The feeling of suffocation which I have often experienced 
while travelling over snow upon which the sun was shining^ 
I have been inclined to consider as induced by the vitiated 
air which was disengaged from the snow by the action of 
heat. 

This idea is supported by an experiment of Saussure, in 
which he found that the air disengaged from snow contained 
much less oxygen than that of the atmosphere. The air 

* According to M. Pentland, Calamarca is elevated 4,141 metres (13,582 feet.) 
The Idghestpart of the town of Potosi is 4,166 metres (13,664 feet). (The heights 
of tbe.most eleratod points of the Andes are according to the same authority i 
Sorate 25,400 feet ; Illimani 24,350 feet, and Chimboraso, 21,400 feet.— Eorr.) 
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submitted to examiDation was collected from the interstices 
of saow found in a large crevice. The analysis was made by 
Sennebier, by means of nitrous gas, and was compared with 
one of the air of Geneva. The following are the results^ 
in the words of Saussure : ** At Geneva, a mixture of equal 
parts of atmospheric air and nitrous gas, gave twice TOO, , 
The air from the snow, determined in the same way, gave^ 
by one experiment, 1"86, by another, 1*86. This trial, which 
appears to indicate great impurity in this air, would have 
required experiments to determine the nature of the gas 
which occupied the place of the oxygen.* 

I had long wished to repeat the experiment of Sennebier ; 
for, supposing that it was correct ; admitting that the air 
contained in the snow of the mountains possesses less ox^ea 
than common air, we can conceive how this impure air, 
disengaged by the heat of the sun, may, by expanding in 
/the atmosphere, occasion inconvenience to those who are 
obliged to respire it. It was with this view that I filled a 
bottle with snow at the station of ChillapuUu. 

When we arrived at the farm of Chimborazo the snow 
was completely fused. The water which resulted from it, 
occupied about an eighth of the capacity of the bottle* 
Seven-eighths were, therefore, filled with air, proceedings 
in a great measure, from the snow : I say, in a great mea* 
sure, because, in filling the bottle with snow, it was impos- 
sible to prevent the introduction of a notable quantity of 
common air. I analyzed the air from the snow of Chilla- 
pullu» with much care, by means of a phosphorus eudio^ 
meter : 82 parts left 68 of azote. Thus, 14 parts of oxygen; 
were absorbed. This air, therefore, contained 16 per cent, 
of oxygen. 

However, if we consider that the bottle, independently 
of the air from the snow, contained also atmospheric air, 
we shall be disposed to consider this experiment as a confirm 
mation of the result of Saussure. And the difficulty of 
breathing upon the ice,, when the sun shines upon it, the 
soroche of the high mountains of Peru will be explained to 
a certain extent, by admitting that the air which surrounds 
a glacier is sensibly less pure in the vicinity of the snow 
than that of the atmosphere. The eudiometrical result 

* Saussure Voyage dans les Alps, vii. 472. 
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which I obtained is certainly not free from objection ; and 
I think that new experiments are necessary, to prove clearly 
that the air which I examined was the same as that which 
existed in the interstices of the snow. 

In order to procure this air it is necessary to retard 
the melting of the snow. The air of the flask is found in 
contact with the water resulting from the snow, which con- 
tains more or less air. Now, we know that in such circum- 
stances the oxygen dissolves more readily in water than 
the azote does, and that the air with which the water is 
saturated contains always more oxygen than that of the 
atmosphere. 

The air which remained in the phial, and which was the 
portion I examined, might, therefore, contain less oxygen, 
although, in reality, the air contained in the snow possessed 
the usual composition. Such is the objection which may 
be made to the result which I obtained. With regard to 
that of Saussure, it would be proper, in fair criticism, to 
know how the air examined by Sennebier, was extracted 
from the snow. 

Philosophers who have ascended lofty mountains agree in 
saying, that the blue colour of the sky becomes more intense 
in proportion to the height. On Mount Blanc the sky pre- 
sented to Saussure a deep Prussian-blue colour ; and during 
the night, according to his own description, in one of his 
bivouacs on the same mountain, ^^ the moon shone with 
great splendour in the midst of a sky black as ebony." On 
the neck of the mountain the intensity of the colour of the 
sky was still very great. Saussure contrived an instrument 
for making comparative experiments upon this subject. 
From our station at Chimborazo, the sky which on our 
arrival presented a remarkably clear aspect, did not appear 
to possess a deeper colour than that of Quito. However, 
as I have had an opportunity of seeing the sky almost 
completely black, I shall relate the facts simply as they 
occurred: when I was in Tolima the sky appeared of its 
ordinary colour ; I was then at an elevation of 4,686 metres 
(16,370 feet), and, consequently, a little under the snow. 
On the Volcano of Cumbul the sky appeared of an ex- 
tremely deep indigo; I was then surrounded by snow: 

• Saussure Voysge, vii. 321. 
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for the summit was crowned by a glacier. I may remark, 
that, during the time I was ascending, and until I attained 
the snow limit, this blue tint seemed much less deep. 

On Antisana, before reaching the snow, the sky possessed 
its usual colour, but whenever we reached the great mass 
of ice, it appeared to have assumed an inky blackness. This 
phenomenon struck the negro who carried my barometer 
with consternation. In the evening we were seized with 
inflammation of the eyes, which rendered us blind for some 
days. 

Lasdy, when I ascended Cotopaxi, I, as well as my com- 
panion, wore coloured spectacles. When we had walked 
for five hours, over the snow, we halted at 5,719 metres 
(18,758 feet.) 

The sky then appeared, to the naked eye, not to possess a 
deeper colour than that of the plain; just as uponChimborazo 
we recognized the sky of Rio Bambo and Quito. I do not 
mean to deny that the colour of the sky is not really more 
intense on high mountains than at the level of the sea, as 
I had no cyanometer. I am rather disposed to admit the 
general results obtained by Saussure by means of this instru- 
ment. All that I wish to establish is, that this difference 
of tints is only perceptible by comparison, and that the 
black colour of the heavens, as seen upon the glaciers, is 
occasioned by the weakness of the organs of vision ; per- 
haps, also by an effect of contrast easily conceived. 

The mountaineers who accompanied Saussure on his 
memorable ascent of Mount Blanc, affirm that they saw the 
stars by day light. Saussure, himself^ was not a witness of 
the phenomenon, his attention was directed to other objects ; 
but he has not expressed any doubts with regard to the 
assertion of his guides. 

On Chimborazo, I may add, on none of the mountains of. 
the Andes, upon which I attained a greater elevation than 
ever Saussure did upon the Alps, I could never perceive the 
stars in the day-time. Several times, and especially at the 
station of Pena Colorada, I was situated most favourably 
for observing this phenomenon; as I was ^placed in the 
shade, and at the bottom of a very high wall of trachyte. 

During the time that we were occupied in making, our 
observations on Chimborazo, the weather was extremely 

VOL. n. s 
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favourable ; the sun was hot enough to inconvenience us. 
About 3 o'clock we observed some clouds forming beneath 
in the plain ; thunder was soon heard below our station ; 
the sound was not intense, but it was prolonged. We 
thought, at first, that it was a bramido, a suUerranean 
noise. Clouds speedily surrounded the base of the moun- 
tain ; they rose towards us slowly. No time was to be lost, 
for it was necessary for our safely that we should pass the 
difficult portion of our journey before being enveloped in 
the cloud . A heavy fall of snow, or a frost, rendering the road 
slippery, would have sufficed to prevent our return, and we 
should have had no alternative but to remain upon the ice. 
The descent was difficult., After proceeding 300 or 400 
metres (984 or 1,312 feet) we penetrated into the clouds.' 
A little lower, sleet began to fall, which cooled the air 
considerably ; and when we arrived at the place where the 
Indian was who had charge of our mules, the cloud poured 
upon us hailstones so large as to produce a very. painful 
sensation when they struck us on the hands or face. At 
three quarters past four I opened my barometer, at Pedron 
del Almuerzo, where in the morning at nine o'clock, it 
stood at mm 

467,6 Therm. 50^- F. Air 42° 
458,2 „ 40°-6 „ 39 

Difference 6 

It is remarkable tb&t, at this height, the.diurncil varia- 
tion of the barometer is inverse, that is to say^ that from 9 
o'clock to 4, the bar^ometer baa ascended instead qf de« 
sceaded, as constantly occurs between the tropics. This ir* 
regularity, however, is perhaps owing to some accidental 
circumstance. I am more disposed to. believe this,, because, 
at the &rm of Antisana, I found that these variatic^lls were 
less iextensive than in. the plain ; but I have observed, also^ 
that they took place in the ^ame way. 

In proportion a^ we descended, sleet was mixed with tibe 
hail. Night overtook lis on the road, ahd it wad 8 o'clock 
before we reached the &rm of Chimborazo. 

The observations which I have been able to makeup this 
excursion tend to confirm the idea which I hav6 expressed 
in another publicatiion^ for J have seen the same phenomena 
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repeisited on Chimborazo which I had previously pointed 
out in treating of the equatorial volcanoes. It is obviously 
an extinct volcano. Like Gotopaxi^ Antisaaa, Tunguragua,* 
and the mountains which stand, on the plateaus of the 
Andes, the mass of Chimborazo is formed by the accumu- 
lation of die debris of trachyte huddled together without 
any order; These fragments, often of immense size, have 
been upheaved in the solid state;, their angles are always 
broken off,, and there is no indication of their having been 
in a state of fusion, or even softened. There is no appear* 
ance in any of the equatorial volcanoesof a current of lava. 
Nothing has been dischai^ed from tb^se craters, but impure 
substances, elastic fluids, or incandescent, blocks of tra^ 
ohyte, more or less scorified,, which have been often pro- 
pelled to great distances. 

The base of Chim'borazo is fom^ of a plateau, which 
may be carefully studied in the torrent near the fieirm. Here 
I could distinctly observe that the trachyte was not strati- 
fied. This rock has a. felspar basis, generally of a gray 
oolour, containing pyroxene and crystals of semi-vitreous 
felspar. The trachyte rises up tow4rds> Chimborazo. It 
often presents considerable crevices, which are larger and 
deeper, in proportion to their propinquity to the mountain'. 
Chimborazo may be said to have caused the {>latean on 
which it is placed to rise up when it was formecL 

The trachyte which forms the greater portion of di^ pro- 
vince of Quito presents little variety. The heaped up blocks 
which form th6 volcanic cones, are similar, in their minera- 
logical characters, to the rocks which constitute their bases. 
These cones, and steep mountains, have, undoubtedly, 
been raised by elastic fluids, which burst forth whelre there 
was least resistance. The trachyte raised by the elastic 
fluids, and broken into an infinite number of fragmeiits, 
has fallen on the surface. After the eruption, the fractured 
roek necessarily occupied agr^ater space; all the fragments 
cotild- not be retimed to the orifice from* whence they were 
ejected, and have consequently been heaped up under litt 
"Hiis is precisely what would happen, if, after having ji>rmed 
a deep pit in a hard and compact rook, we wished to fill it 
with the materials extracted from it; whenever the excava- 
tion was filled, while we continued to heap up the matter 

s2 
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upon it in a line with the axis of the pit, a cone would U 
formed above it, which would be more or less elevated, in 
proportion to the depth of the pit. It is thus, I conceivei, 
that Cotopaxi, Tunguragua, Chimborazo, &c., have been 
formed. 

The elastic fluids, in opening a passage through the crust 
of trachyte, after being broken, have formed a communica- 
tion between the surface of the earth and considerable 
empty spaces existing at a greater or less depth. We may 
conceive, then, that the fragment raised at first have sunk^ 
and filled up these vacuities. Thus, in place of the cone 
being elevated above the point of eruption, a concavity hfis 
been produced at the surface of the earth. It is thus, I 
suppose, that the crater of Rucupichincha, and the green 
sulphur lake of Tuqueres have been formed. 

I consider, then, the appearance of the trachyte cones of 
the Cordilleras, to have been posterior to the elevation of 
the mass of the Andes. These are not, however, the most 
recent elevations which have taken place in these moun- 
tains. In the vicinity of the highest peaks, and, I may 
cite in illustration, Cayamb6, Antisana and Chimborazo, 
we observQ^small hills, composed of fragments, but differing 
distinctly from the trachyte. The rock is black porphyry. 
Its basis, which encloses crystals of glassy felspar, is coloured 
by pyroxene. The felspar crystals are often rare, and then 
the rock appears like basalt. I have never, however, seen 
peridote. Sometimes, however, this rock is compact and 
prismatic; sometimes it is scoriform, and filled with cells. 
It might be taken for lava, if it were diffused over sufficient 
space ; but then, it occurs always in pieces which scarcely 
attain the size of the fist. This matter has evidently been 
produced at a very recent period. 

AtChorrerade Pisque, near Ibarra, a beautiful coUonade 
maybe observed resting on alluviam. In the farm of Lysco 
this rock, in its broken state, during its ejection has opened 
a passage through the - trachyte. This appearance Hum- 
boldt considered on Antisana as a current. I have dis- 
cussed, in another jAace, my reasons for differing^ in opinion, 
with my illustrious friend. 

The extinct volcano of Calphi, placed at the bottom of 
Chimborazo, consists of this kind of basalt. We visited it 
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OB oar return to Rio Bamba. In the midst of the sandy 
soil which occupies the whole plain of Rio Bamba, we ob- 
serve, near the village of Oalpi, an eminence of a deep 
colour. It is Jana, Urea, (the Black Mountain.) In the 
lower part of this small hill, the trachyte may be observed 
passing from under the sand. It is of the same nature as 
that which supports Chimborazo. This trachyte appears to 
have been strongly acted on, being full of crevices* The 
top of Jana, Urcu, which looks to Calpi, is formed of small 
firagments of the black rock. It reminds us of the erup* 
tion of Lysco. It would appear, even, that at Jana Urcu, 
this eruption took place after the deposition of the sand 
which whitens the plain ; for its surfistce, in the vicinity of 
the volcano; is strewed with these black scoriform stones. 

Our guides, who were Indians of Calpi, conducted us to 
a crevice where we distinctly heard the sound of a subter- 
ranean cascade, and, judging by the noise, the mass of water 
which produced it must have been considerable . The barren- 
ness of the soil, from Latacunga to Rio Bamba, had several 
times astonished me. I asked, how do the glaciers, the 
elevated mountains, which overhang this soil, not produce 
numerous torrents? The dryness of the plateau is only 
superficial. It appears certain that the waters of the moun^ 
tains, after having penetrated into the ground, circulate at 
a greater or less depth in the interior of the earth. The 
subterraneous cascade of Jana Urcu is a decided proof; and 
in several places, while descending the deep chasms which 
furrow the alluvial soil of the plateau, numerous sprii^ of 
water may be observed. 

Near Latacunga, between that town and Cotopaxi, there 
exists a dep6t of water, which was encountered by digging 
some yards deep in the conglomerate pumice-stone. It is 
called, by the Indians, Tombo Polio. In fact, it is a stream 
of subterranean water ; the water is incessantly renewed, 
and a current can be distinctly perceived. I found its tem- 
perature 18'°8, (66-°8.) The temperature of Latacunga is 
16°6 C. (60°) 

On the 21st December, we were, on our return, at Rio 
Bamba, where I still rested some days to complete my 
observations. On the 23d, after noon, I left Rio Bamba for 
Guayaquil, to embark for the coast of Peru. It was in view 
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of CShimborazo thiat I separated from Colonel Hall, Baring 
my resideaee in the proyince of Quito, I had enjoyed his 
confidence and friendship. His perfect knowledge of the 
topography was of the greatest ntiUty to .me, and I had 
Ibnnd hdm an excellent and indefatigable, tr^yellii^ com- 
]^nioa. Both of ns had served for a long time in tl^ cause 
of independence. Our farewell was afiSecting : Something 
seemed to tell ucr that we should never meet again. This 
sad presentiment was too well founded. Some nfionths 
afterwards my unfortunate friend was assassinated in one 
of the streets of Quito. 



Abticlb III. 

^Researches into the Nature of the Decolourizing (Jombinations 
of Chlorine. By A. J. Balard.* 

Abiono the remarkable properties which chlorine possesses, 
^ere is one to which manufactures have been much indebted 
ever since its discovery, viz. its powerful action upon co* 
louring matter. 

. Scheele first pointed out this character, but it was Ber- 
thollet who introduced it as the foundj^tion of- a new art. 
It was first employed in the gaseous form, then in an aque- 
ous solution ; but in both of these states it was observed to 
prodiice noxious effects upon the workmen employed in the 
bleaching operations. Berthollet strove -to overcome this 
objection, and ascertained that, by the addition of a little 
alkali, as quick-lime, and even carbonate of lime, or mag- 
nesia, the pungent odour of chlorine might be removed from 
its aqueous solution without injuring its bleaching proper^ 
ties. This important observation led him to recommend a 
still more convenient method. He observed that, if, in 
place of dissolving the alkali in an aqueous solution of 
chlorine, a current of the gas Ivas passed through an alka- 
line solution, a much greater quantity would be dissolved, 
and the liquid would also possess a stronger bleaching 
power. These new compounds were speedily introduced 
into the arts ; and, as the first trials were made in 1789, in 

* From the Ann. de Chim. Ivii. 325. 
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the mana&ctory of Jayelle, the new liquid wa^ termed 
JamUe water. But in 1798, Knox, Mackintosh and Ten- 
nant, * of Glasgow, substituted lime for the potash, and 
thns introduced a solid substance, which came speedily into 
general use, under the name of bleaching powder. 

In 1822 the employment of chlorine was farther extended 
by Mi LabiEirraque, who shewed that these bleaching sub- 
stances might also be used for disinfecting purposes. 

It might be supposed that^he nature of such important 
compounds would be well tinderstood by chemists. This is, 
howcTer, not the fact. Their elementary composition, and 
immediate analysis, it is true, are known ; that is to say, 
they consist of chlorine, oxygen, and a metal ; but the 
experiments of different chemists have proved that^ for two 
atoms of the firist of these bodies, they contain an atom of 
each of the others.. The question, then is, how are these 
three elements combined ? 

1.. Opinions respecting the nature of the BleacKmg Comr 
pouTids of Chlorine. — Two hypotheses have been broached 
by chemists on this subject. According to one opinion, 
jthese compounds are nothing else than chlorides of oxides. 
According to another hypothesis, they are regai-ded as 
mixtures of metallic chlorides, with a salt containing a 
chlorine > adid^ possessing less oxygen, in its composition, 
than chloric acid, and, therefore, .denominated chlorous 
acid. By the first supposition, it is conceived that the 
chlorine, in acting upon some metallic oxides, combines 
with them without decoinpcming them, so as produce weak 
compounds. The gas being thus feebly retained, acts vpon 
vegetable colours as if it were free ; that is to say, it destroys 
them, either by directly combining with their hydrogen, or 
by exciting their oxidation by means of the oxygen of the 
water. The chlorine, in combining with the hydrogen, 
either from the water or cok>uring matter itself, is converted 
into muriatic acid, and, consequently, into a muriate. 

In the second opinion, it is supposed that the chlorine 
redacts upon the metallic oxide employed, so as to decom<- 
pose a portion of it ; that one part of the chlorine unites 
with the metal, to form a chloride, and another to its oxy- 

. * AfL Bidard terms the firm erroneously, Georges, Temiant and Knox. — Edit. 
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gen, to be transformed into chlorous acid ; and that the 
latter saturating the undecomposed part of the base, forms 
a true chlorite. 

By this view the product consists of a mixture of a chloride 
and a chlorite. The chlorine, in acting upon the metallic 
oxides in contact with the water, is, therefore, supposed to 
present analogous phenomena with sulphur, which, in the 
same circumstances, produces a mixture of sulphuret and 
hjrpo-sulphite. Further, it is conceived that these chlorites, 
when brought in contact with putrid or coloured organic 
matter, yield up to them all the oxygen of their acid and 
base, and are changed into chlorides ; and that it is only 
by their oxidating action that they bleach and disenfect. 

If we endeavour to resolve the question a priori from 
theoretical considerations, we are inclined to regard the 
last supposition as the most plausible. In fact, the com- 
binations of simple bodies with compound bodies, are com- 
mon, and although the hydrates of chlorine, bromine, and 
phosphorus, present us with incontestable examples of the 
union of a simple with a compound oxygenated substance, 
the compounds of this nature are still very limited. It is, 
then, good reasoning only to admit the existence of similar 
compounds, when the phenomena which relate to their 
production cannot be explained by any view consistently 
with facts in general. It appears impossible to suppose 
that a body which possesses such a strong affinity for the 
metals as chlorine, could unite with these oxides without 
decomposing them. Observation holds the same language 
as theory, and seems to support the theory of the chlorites* 

Chemists, in considering that the compounds which we 
are considering, possessed the power of dissenfecting and 
bleaching like chlorine itself, were obliged to suppose that 
this substance existed in such an ephemeral state of com- 
bination as enabled it to exercise the same kind of action as 
if it had been free. But we have lately been taught that 
chlorine and analogous substances are not the only ones 
which possess bleaching powers, the same property being 
characteristic of peroxide of hydrogen, and the hyperman- 
ganates. Indeed, all the facts with which we are acquainted 
would induce us to conclude, that the oxygenated agents are 
as well fitted for bleaching as chlorine. Perhaps the view 
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of some chemists may be correct, that chlorine, in acting 
upon coloured bodies in contact with water, produces its 
bleaching effect by an indirect oxidation, induced by its 
disposition to unite with hydrogen. Welter made an experi- 
ment which appeared to decide the question in favour of 
the active agent being a chloride of an oxide. This chemist 
found that the bleaching power of chlorine was constant 
whether the gas was free or dissolved in water, or whether 
it was combined with an oxide. 

This remarkable fact could not easily be explained, but 
by supposing that the chlorine, in each instance, was in an 
analogous state. If, therefore, it were admitted that it was 
in a state of solution in the water saturated with chlorine, 
it would be necessary to grant that it was united with the 
oxide in the bleaching compound; or, if the latter was a 
chlorite, it was necessary that the solution of chlorine should 
be a mixture of chlorous and muriatic acids. Chemists in 
general adopted the first supposition. Berzelius, alone, 
preferred the second explanation, although it was less 
probable. 

The experiments of Soubeiran have ^ince thrown light 
upon this subject. They proved that the observation of 
Welter was only correct with a solution of indigo in sulphuric 
acid ; the latter decomposing the bleaching compound, and 
setting at liberty all the chlorine which formed it. But, if 
a neutral ink or a coloured vegetable infusion be employed, 
the bleaching power is not the same ; and we observe that 
its influence is increased by setting free the chlorine con- 
tained in a solution of the chlorides by means of an acid. 

This property, which the decolourizing chlorides possess, 
of allowing the whole of the chlorine which they contain 
to be disengaged by the action of the weakest acids, such 
as carbonic acid, has been regarded as an argument in 
favour of the chlorides of the oxides ; and it must be allowe4 
that the phenomena of decomposition are much more easily 
accounted for on this supposition than by the other. Nothing 
is more easily conceived than the action of an acid uniting 
to a base, and thus disengaging the simple body with which 
it formed a temporary compound. But the disengagement 
of the chlorine is also readily explained by the hypothesis 
of the chlorites : for we can easily conceive that the chlorous 
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acid set at ^liberty by the aeids themselves, produces a doaUe 
decomjmsition, by re-aeting upon the metallic chlorides, 
with which the - chlorites are necessarily mixed, in conse- 
quence of the mode in which they are prepared. 

From this double decomposition will thus result, on the 
one side, the oxidation of the metal of the chloride, which 
in this new state would saturate the acid employed, like 
the base of the chlorite ; and, on the other, a disengagement 
of the chlorine gas, which would proceed from two sources, 
the chlorous acid and the. metallic chloride. 

Although this explanation is more complex than the first, 
still it is supported by analogous chemical fiusts. If we 
ignite, for example, a mixture of phosphnret of lime and 
phosphate of lime, pure lime is the only residue. Phos- 
phorus is disengaged, which led to the idea upheld for a 
long time, that this mixture consisted of a phosphuret of 
the oxide, which is, however, contrary to the fact. 

We owe to Liebig some experiments which appear to 
support the hypothesis of the chlorides. This able chemist 
observed that chlorine can take the place of carbonic acid, 
in acting upon the bi-carbonates, and also acetic acid, so 
as to form decolourizing compounds. Now, it is difficult 
to conceive that a simple body can thus drive away an acid 
from its combination with a base. It is more natural to 
suppose that another acid overcame the affinity of the acetic 
acid ; and this circumstance appears to justify the supposi- 
tion of the existence of chlorous acid. 

It may appear astonishing, at first sight, that an acid so 
weak as chlorous acid, and which may be expelled from its 
combinations by carbonic acid, should be* able to take the 
place of acetic acid ; but we are acquainted with other fitcts 
equally singular : Acetic acid, for example, decomposes 
the carbonates, and yet carbonic acid, in acting upon acetate 
of lead, precipitates the carbonate and sets the acetic acid 
at liberty, which may be distilled over. 

Berzelius investigated this subje»ct, and we owe to him an 
experiment which, although it has not solved the question, 
has thrown considerable light on it. In passing a current 
of chlorine through a solution of carbonate of potash, satu- 
rated with chloride of potassium, he observed that, at first, 
the liquid acquired a strong bleaching powder^ and much 
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chloride of pot^ssiiim iras depouted. Now, as no chtorate 
WaiB -d^ioaited, no.deat^zide of hydrogen formed, and' no 
oagrgen dis^ngaged^itis necessary to admit that the oxygen 
expelled irwq the metal. by the chlorine, was conveyed to a 
|M^ion of thi^'isiibple body, and formed with it some com- 
himitien eontaimng l^ss oxygen than chloric acid. It is true 
that the faet stay be explained by supposing that the presence 
bfthe:e}dbfideof an oxide in the saturated solution of chlo- 
tddei of potassium has diminished, in this case, the dissolving 
fK^wei^ ^ the liquid for this salt, and that the salt which is 
obtained is^only a portion of IJiat which already existed in the 
liquid, and dffiiot prodiieed by. the action of the chloriiie, as 
fierzdlMis'^suiqpMnes. . The first explanation is, however, the 
Tn€>st planafale^ and leads us to^ suppose tiiat the metallic chlo- 
rides exist already formed in the decolourizing compounds. 

M. Sonbeiran has confiimed the fact by an experiment 
wliich appears, at present, the only one not susceptible of 
objeetions. > 

After determining the intensity of the decolourizing 
power of a given quantity of chloride of soda, he eiti^rated 
to drjmess in a vacuum. He found that during evaporation 
cubic crystids of chloride of sodium were formed, which 
eouM be separated perfectly pure ; and that the solid resi- 
duum, when re-dissolved in water, and poured into a neutral 
colouried solution, poesessed the property of destroying 
colour, as powerfully as the original liquid. 
. As this pr(^rty was not impaired^ we cannot admit that 
the dlm'ideof sodium was the product of the decomposition 
of .the/dec61oa]f»ing compound. The -chloride of sodium 
must, therefore, have existed in the solution before its eva- 
poration. Now, if, lin acting upon the- alkali, the chlorine 
had fonlied diiloride of sodium, without the production of 
a. eorresponding quantity of chlorate, peroxide of hydrogen 
or oxygen gas, it. is obvious- that an acid containing less 
oxygen than chloric acid must have been formed. 

The crystallization of the chlorate of soda in the vacuum 
led Soubeiran to hope that he might separate the chlorous 
acid ; but ithe. prosecution .of his researches,, announced 
nearly three years agpo, have not yet ppoduQed.any})ublication. 

While the- question was in this litate, it af>peared proper 
to make new experiments. loonceive that I have been 
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able to demonstrate that the bleaching compoands are truly 
saline compounds of a peculiar acid, formed of chlorine and 
oxygen. It is the properties of this acid which I have been 
able to separate that form the subject of this paper. 

2. Mode of preparing ChlarousAcid. — In projecting a plan 
for the separation of this acid, it was obvious that this would 
be simple, if we could obtain a metal which would form with 
the chlorine a compound soluble in water, and the oocideof 
which, at the same time, would form with chlorous aeid acom- 
pound insoluble in this liquid. The same object might also 
be effected if we could find a metal which would form with 
the chlorine an insoluble compound, and the oxide of which 
would unite with the chlorous acid and form a soluble com- 
pound. All the metallic chlorides are, however, soluble 
in water, except the chlorides of silver, lead, and protor 
chloride of mercury. It was necessary to chose one of these 
three : Economy pointed out lead or mercury. But when 
a solution of acetate or nitrate of lead is poured into that 
of a decolourizing chloride, a precipitate of chloride of lead 
is immediately formed, which is susceptible of being altered 
by the chlorite. If the liquid is separated it becomes brown, 
by being changed into peroxide, and disengages a strong 
odour of chlorine. This is obviously produced by the de- 
composition of chlorous acid. 

Again, when solutions of chloride oflimeor soda are treated 
with proto-nitrate of mercury, a. great quantity of protOr 
chloride of mercury is precipitated, and the supernatant 
liquid possesses strong bleaching powers, which soon dis- 
appear, and we find in the liquid a notable portion of deuto- 
chloride of mercury, and the precipitate soon becomes red 
and changes into a chloride of an oxide. 

Since neither the salts of lead or mercury would answer 
the end in question, it was necessary to have recourse to 
those of silver. These also present obstacles which it is 
- necessary should be pointed out : 

If we precipitate by neutral nitrate of silver, a solution of 
chloride of lime containing a slight excess of alkali, a great 
quantity of chloride of silver falls down, together with some 
oxide of silver, which communicates a gray colour to the 
precipitate. The supernatant liquor possesses very strong 
decolourizing powers, which disappear with effervescence 
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before we have time to filter it. The gas disengaged is 
oxygen. I hare ascertained in working directly with the 
chlorites and oxide of silver, that chloride of silver is formed 
and oxygen disengaged; the latter proceeding from the 
chlorous acid and decomposed oxygen. A portion of the 
oxygen, is, however, absorbed by the excess of oxide in the 
liquid, and is converted into peroxide. In order to obtain 
the chlorites free, it is necessary, therefore, to avoid the 
precipitation of the oxide of silver, and to operate with the 
decolourizing chlorides without excess of alkali, the neu- 
tralization being affected by nitric acid, carefully added, 
however ; for, if an excess is used, the precipitate of chloride 
of silver is speedily raised by the copious disengagement of 
bubbles of chlorine, and the bleaching property disappears 
in a great nieasure. If we attempt to separate the chloride 
of silver quickly from the liquid, and press it in linen, a 
very intense dischai^e of heat takes place. Direct experi- 
ment has proved that chlorous acid, which in this case is 
set at liberty, exercises on the chloride of silver the same 
action which it produces on the other chlorides, and the 
presence of a small excess of nitric acid increases this decom- 
position. Hence, perfect neutrality, it is obvious, is essen-" 
tial. When this has been attained, the metallic chlorine 
and alkaline chlorite are decomposed, the chloride of silver 
precipitates, and the liquid possesses strong decolourizing 
properties, owing, undoubtedly, to the chloride of silver 
which remains in the solution. But this substance is very 
easily decomposed, and it is impossible, even with frequent 
filtration, to obtain a limpid solution. As chloride of silver 
is continually depositing, the liquid diminishes in its bleach- 
ing powers, and chlorate of potash remains. 

This process having failed, it appeared to promise success 
to try the action of the oxide of silver upon chlorine itself. 
Accordingly, pure oxide of silver was suspehded in distilled 
water, and agitated with chlorine. The latter was absorbed, 
aud the portion of the oxide in contact with the chlorine 
formed a white compound, the other portion assuming a 
deep black tint. The first was chloride of silver; the 
second, peroxide of silver. In this experiment heat was 
given out, but no perceptible quantity of oxygen. The 
liquid, immediately after filtration, was limpid, and strongly 
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decolourized, but it retained tl^eae properties oulj for a 
short time ; chloride of silver precipitatiog, and chlorate 
remaining in solution. 

Analogous phenomena are observed when any salt of silver 
is treated with chlorine, as nitrate, acetate, chlorate, &c. 
Chlorate of silver is formed and the ^cid of the salts is set 
at liberty. 

Decomposition having rapidly occurred in this, as well 
as in former experiments, a method which appeared capable 
of arresting it presented itself, viz., to precipitate the base 
of the chlorate of silver by chlorine itself. Chlorine, in 
acting upon any salt of silver, separates from it the base, 
and these two bodies are converted into chloride of silver 
and chlorous acid. This ftict was observed while using an 
excess of chlorine in one of the operations described. The 
liquid which is obtained after the sepikration of the chloride 
of silver, by filtration, is not pur^ chlorous acid ; for, if the 
decolourizing compound h^ been pirecipitated by nitrate of 
silver, besides chlorous a^id it will contain nitrate of silver. 
If a salt of silver is decomposed by chlorine, the liquid will 
contain the acid whi<;h wfis united to the silver, mixed with 
chlorous acid. Lastly, when we agitate chlorine with the 
03^ide of silver suspended in water, the chlorous acid, which 
appears, to be pure, is mixed with much chloric acid ; for, 
when the chlprine is agitated, with the oxide, ^.n qperatioj^ 
which, however rapidly done, ci^ni^ot be completed cpmpfi* 
tibly with the complete absorption of the chh>rine in less 
than one or two minutes, a portion of the chlorite decom* 
posesi and is eonve;rted into chloride md phlorate, wd the 
Utter i$ decoipppsed by the chlorine, producing ebioirie iicid. 

Fortunately, however, chlpron^ acid is very.v.olatila, and 
capable of being sep^r^ted by distillation, when prepared 
by either of the methodii despribed. 

As a high tiemperature^ however, M^Quld decompose it, 
and as, at the temperi^ture pf l^lipg water, mujriatic or 
nitric acid^ which may be mixed with it, would pai» oyer, 
it is necessary to operatic in ^ vacuum^ ox under a low presr 
sure, and much below ?12°. The first prodwtH contain lyio^t 
chlorous acid ; if these are cpllected and rerdistill^d, veyy 
concentrated chlorous acid will be obtained. These Djbethods, 
however, afiprded very small quantities of acid, and it WQffld 
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have been necessary to give up the examination of the pro- 
perties of this substance if I had not discovered a more 
economical and productive process. This was by treating 
red oxide of mercury, suspended in water, with chlorine 
gas. The action of chlorine upon this compound had been 
previously examined by Grouvelle, who concluded that the 
product was an oxichloride of mercury, very little soluble 
in cold water ; and M. Thenard had observed that the liquid 
contained in solution, chloride and chlorate of mercury; 
but, I supposed that their appearance had been preceded by 
the existence of a chlorate of mercury, aa occurred with the 
silver salts. 

The most favourable conditions for isolating chlorous aeid 
are four : — 

1. The action of chlorine upon a strongly alkaline oxide* 

2. That this oxide may form a chlorite possessed of a 
certain stability. 

3. That the metallic chloride formed, niay, from its inso- 
lubility, be readily separated from the chlorite. 4. That it 
may exercise a feeble action upon the chlorous acid, when 
we attempt to separate the latter by distillation. The red 
oxide of mercury appeared to possess all these advantages. 
Accordingly, a greater quantity of concentrated chlorous acid 
was obtained by the use of this oxide. The most convenient 
method of producing the acid is to pour into vessels filled 
with chlorine, the red oxide of mercury, suspended in about 
twelve times its weight of distilled water. The absorption is 
so very rapid that the glass vessels are often fractured in 
consequence of the vacuum formed. If the quantity of 
o;dde is insufficient^ the powder deposited is white, and 
chlorine may be observed in the upper part of the vessel. 
If the red oxide is added, in esicess, the deposit has a red 
colour, and the chlorine completely disappears. It is pre^ 
ferable to operate with a slight excess of oxide of mercury, 
in order to avoid a mixture of the chlorous acid with the 
excess of chlorine, lichen the absorption of the chlorine is 
con^plete,, the matter contained in the flask should be thrown 
on a filter.; the liquid which passes through, when submitted 
to distillation in a vacuum, fiirnisheri weak chlorous acid, 
but it may be concentrated by a second operation. 

(To be continued,) 
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Article IV. 

On the Rocks which' are distinguished by the names of Crreen- 
stone and Greenstone Porphyry. By Gustav Rose. * 

The rocks which in geology are distinguished by the names 
of greenstone and greenstone porphyry, possess very various 
mineralogical characters. There appear to be five different 
species, which may be provisionally termed Diorite^ IKaritic 
porphyry, Hypersthene rock, Gabbro, 2^d Augite porphyry. 
These possess the following characters : — 

1 . Diarite, — ^A granular mixture of albite and hornblende. 

The albite, as it occurs in this rock, is generally charac- 
terized by two cleavages, (P and M), which cut each other 
at an angle of about 93°. The first face of cleavage P 
exhibits the resulting angle, which is so characteristic of 
albite when compared with felspar ; the edge goes parallel 
with the second face of cleavage, and by a twin increase, 
the granular increments proceed parallel from the second 
cleavage fiice.+ 

Frequently this combination is repeated ; a third individual 
being applied on the second, and a fourth upon the third, 
&c., so that the third individual has with the first, the fourth 
with the second, and also the alternating individuals, among 
each other, a smooth stratification. Where, therefore, as 
in such cases commonly happens, the individuals of one 
layer predominate, they appear as one individual, which is 
applied more or less strongly to the first cleavage face, 
parallel with the second. Such groups of individuals occur, 
combined with each other in accordance with the manner 
in which two crystals unite in the Carlsbad twin felspar. 
They are likewise united with a second cleavage face ; but 
the first, (here always applied faces) lies upon one group 

* From Poggendoiff 's Annalen, xzzir. i. [This paper, wbich is one of great 
Ttlue, deserves an attentive consideration from geologists. — Edit.] 

t Rose states that albite, although found massive, is alwa3rs radiated, never in 
laminae, which distinguishes it essentially froiA felspar. The planes of cleavage 
are sitaated on the same side, but in felspar on opposite sides in the two crystals. 
Sometimes the crystaU are united by their planes M, and, consequentiy, have their 
planes on different sides ; but then, the two crystals are attached by their other 
faces, to other crystals, in the usual way.— Gilbert's Ann. der Fhjrsik, 1823, 
St. 2.— Edit. 
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in front, upon the second group behind. This growth, 
which consists of many individuals, is often repeated ; the 
applied faces changing frequently before and behind with un- 
even fracture, so that, in this manner, a single grain of albite 
often consists of a great number of regular united indivi- 
duals. But the cleavage faces of albite, in the different 
varieties of diorite, are not equally perfect ; on the whole, 
they are not so perfect as those of felspar ; but frequently, 
the fracture is found extending in ottier directions, and is 
fine splintery. 

The albite is white, commonly only translucent, and trans- 
lucent on the edges ; frequently it is greenish white, probably 
coloured by portions of hornblende, and this especially 
occurs when the cleavage faces appear indistinct. 

The hornblende is doubly cleavable ; the faces cutting each 
other at an angle of 124°. It is greenish black, or blackish 
green, and opaque. Before the blow-pipe it melts, without 
frothing, into a black glass, which is slightly magnetic. 

As accidental constituents, the rock contains : — 

QtiortZy— in grayish or milk-white grains, with more or 
less of a greasy lustre. 

Micoj — ^in greenish, or pinchbeck-brown scales. 

Iron Pyrites J— in small single hexahedrons, and in small 
fine interspersed portions. 

Magnetic Iron Ore, — in small fine interspersed pieces. 

The proportions in which the principal constituents occur 
are different. It seldom happens that albite and hornblende 
are found in equal quantities in diorite; usually one or 
other constituent predominates, especially the hornblende ; 
in which case the diorite possesses a very black appearance, 
and the albite appears greenish-white, and very cleavable. 
Quartz, mica, and the other accidental constituents, are met 
with in subordinate proportions. 

The size of the grains of the constituents varies as much 
as their proportions. The mixture is sometimes lai^e 
granular, as in the diorite of Konschekowskoy Kamen, near 
Bogoslowsk, in Ural, where the crystals of Hornblende are 
frequently above an inch in length. Similar large grained 
diorite exists in the Royal Mineralogical Museum, which 
was obtained by Humboldt, from Italy. 

More frequently the diorite consists of moderate sized 

VOL. II. T 
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grains ; and when the hornblende predominates, becomes 
often Tery fine granular, and appears to pass into compact 
masses. 

In diorite where the albite prevails, the hornblende often 
lies in single crystals and grains in the granular albite 
(Frolowsche Mine, at Bogoslowsk, in Ural), and likewise 
in diorite where the hornblende predominates ; the albite 
occurs in individual crystals and grains in the granular 
hornblende (Turdcjat, at Miask, in Ural.) It sometimes 
happens, also, that laige crystals of hornblende occur in a 
porphyritic manner, in a finely granular mixture of albite 
and hornblende, (rolled masses in the neighbourhood of 
Berlin.) 

The different grains of one and the same constituent, as 
welt as of different ingredients, are difficult of separation. 

A portion of diorite, from Alapajeusk, in Ural, consisting 
of albite and hornblende, the first predominating, weighed 
32*0332 grammes, (495| grs.) and possessed a density of 
2-792. 

The same variety, when heated in a jdatinum crucible, 
melted into a greenish black, and in thin portions, into a 
greenish white transparent glass. A variety, very rich in 
hornblende, from Nichne-Isetsk, near Katharinenburg, in 
Ural, melted, in a charcoal crucible, into a white mass, 
translucent on the edges, possessing a fine splintery frac- 
ture. At the bottom, an iron regulus was formed, on the 
sides of which were seated other small iron reguli. The 
large portion contained small crystals, and pieces of tita- 
nium, which were easily recognized, by their copper-red 
colour, and their remaining undissolved in the solution of 
iron in nitric acid. Hence, we see that titanic acid, when it 
occurs in minute quantities in diorite, is probably an acci- 
dental constituent of the albite and hornblende, as happens 
with mica. It does not exist to an appreciable amount in 
the diorite of Mapajewsk,* 

The diorite occurs under the greenstone of Ural, pretty 

* G. Rose considers that to melt titaniate of iron in a charcoal crucible is an 
excellent method of separating the iron from the titanium, as titanium is insolable 
in aqua regia. Titanic acid, when fused with bases, fonns crystalline prodacts. 
Several titanic acid combinatioDS which occur in nature, crystaUioed, appear to 
assume a different form by meltmg.-^Yellow titanite forms a black mass, consisting 
of rhombic dodecahedrons. Brown titanite, from Ilmengebirge, forms black, 
undefined crystals. 
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frequently. It oonstitates^ tn North Ural, the greatcjr por- 
tion of the main ridge, and forms the Konschekowskoy 
Kamen, at Bogoslowsk, and the Beliga Gora, at Niscbne 
Tagilsk. Very distinct varieties occur at Alapajeusk, and 
in the neighbourhood of Miask. 

In other countries, distinct mixtures form the diorite of 
Rothenburg am Kiffhauser, in Thiiringia, which is fre- 
quently lai^ grained ; of Ebersbach, and of the gigantic 
pillars in Odenwald ; of Ehrenberge, at Ilmenau, which 
contains, also, quartz and mica; of Hodritsch, near Schem- 
nity, where pinchbeck-brown mica and flesh-red felspar oc- 
cur, and where the considerable silver mine is worked ; of 
Guambacho, in Peru, of which an excellent specimen exists, 
in the collection of Baron Humboldt. Distinct varieties 
occur among the refuse of the mines, and among the rolled 
masses, at Berlin, which contain milk-quartz as an accidental 
constituent. 

Diorite, with hornblende predominating, occurs likewise 
frequently in Ural, especially in the vicinity of Nischne, 
and Werch-Isetsky near Kalliarinenburg. It is also ob« 
served in the Hartz at Rosstrappe ; at Mahnberg, on the 
Ocker; at Mitweida, in the Erzgebii^e, and in many other 
places which it is unnecessary to enumerate. 

2. Dioritic Porphyry consists of a mass containing albite 
and crystals of hornblende enclosed. 

The main mass has, in the different varieties, partly a 
greenish or blackish gray, partly a greenish or blackish 
white, but dull colour ; anun even, fine, splintery fracture, 
and is so hard, that it can with difficulty, or not at all, be 
scratched with the knife. Before the blow-pipe it melts 
into a blackish-green glass.* 

The attnie occurs in white, shining, distinctly cleavable, 
twin crystals, which exhibit distinctly the angles of perfect 
cleavage faces. In some cases the crystals touch each other 
sharply; they are of a greenish or grayish colour, and have 
a faint splintery fracture. In other instances they protrude 
so slightly out of the basis, that they are only visible when 
the mass is moistened. 

* Rose has made no trials to detennine the nature of the basis of this and the 
following porphyry, but he supposes that it may consist of the substances which 
are found crystalHced in it. 

T 2 
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The hondflende is grayish-black, and has a very perfect 
and splendent cleavage. The crystals are long pillars, often 
of considerable thickness, more or less strongly united with 
the basis. They separate completely from it, and leave 
their impression on the surface of its fracture, from which 
their form can be determined. Before the blow-pipe small 
portions fuse upon charcoal, with great frothing, into a 
black bead, which, when not too large, is attracted by the 
magnet. 

Similar accidental constituents are met with, asindiorite, 
viz. quartz, mica, iron pyrites, and magnetic iron ore. Of 
these the quartz occurs most frequently, and, in many 
instances, in considerable quantity. It is then crystallized 
in hexagonal dodecahedrons, with rounded edges, grayish- 
white, transparent, and a fatty, splendent lustre. 

Albite and hornblende are frequently found enclosed in 
equal quantities in the basis, and then, generally in such a 
quantity, that the crystals occupy nearly as much space as 
the basis. In other varieties the albite or hornblende dis- 
appear. Where the albite is present, in small quantity, it 
is commonly indistinct. 

The sp. gr. of a piece of dioritic porphyry, weighing 
32-6866 grms. (601*8 grs.), from Pitatelewsky, near Bogos- 
lowsk, where the gold is washed, containing perfect horn- 
blende and indistinct crystals of albite, was 2*884. 

This porphyry melted in a charcoal crucible into a gray 
glass, at the bottom of which iron regulus was formed, 
containing, interspersed through it, some titanium, of a 
copper-red colour. 

Dioritic porphyry occurs in Ural, frequently containing 
albite and hornblende in nearly equal proportions, at the 
foot of Auschkuls, at the Berkutskaya Gora, near Miask, 
and at the gold washing station of Pitatelewsky, at Bogos- 
lowsk ; at the last place, with much dodecahedral quartz ; 
vnth distinct hornblende and subordinate albite, at Polo- 
kowsky, near Miask, in the Frolowschen copper mine at 
Bogoslowsk, and especially at the gold washing station of 
Pitatelewsky; 'with albite, free from hornblende, in the 
neighbourhood of Nischne Turinsk. Many American dio- 
ritic porphyries, corresponding with those of Pitatelewsky 
and the Frolowschen mine, exist in the ooUectionsof Humr 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.] ParpkyriHc Greenstone Racks. 277 

boldt, Deppe, Meyen, and Sellow, from St. Felipe, in the 
province of Jean de Bracamoros; from Caesta Orande de 
Misantha, in Mexico; from the crest of Monte Impossible, 
province of St. Fernando, in Chili ; fit>m the neighbourhood 
of Gabriel Maxado, and Serpe, in Monte Video. The 
splendid dioritic porphyry of Humboldt's collection from 
Pisoje, near Popayan, is characterized by the large size and 
beauty of the crystals of albite, and the smallness of the 
hornblende crystals. Dioritic porphyry, with a gray basis, 
large white albite, and small black crystals of hornblende, 
(granito amandolaj is found in Italy, and at Verospatak, 
in Siebenbiirgen, forming the rock in which the gold mine 
is worked. The albite is somewhat earthy; the rock con- 
tains dodecahedral quartz of a large size, rounded on the 



The dioritic porphyry of Schemnitz, in which the silver 
mine is worked, is similar. As accidental constituents, 
green talc is met with in regular six-sided- tables, and iron 
pyrites ; it is mixed with fine calcareous spar, and effer- 
vesces with acids, in all parts, as Beudant pointed out. 

3. Hyperstkene Rockj — a granular mixture of labradorite 
and hypersthene. 

The grains of labradorite have two cleavages, which cut 
each other at the same angle, as in albite. The same com- 
binations also occur among them, especially in the large 
granular varieties of hypersthene rock, (as at Paul's Island, 
coast of Labrador), where the variegated appearance upon 
the perfect cleavage faces is a compon occurrence. In 
these large granular varieties it is grayish- white, very trans- 
lucent, and mostly of the well known variety of colour which 
appears on the second face of cleavage (M.) In the smaller, 
large granular varieties, it is snow-white, strongly translu- 
cent on the edges, and without the variety of colouring. 
The faces of cleavage are, in this case, imperfect ; the frac- 
ture small splintery. In these varieties it is difficult to 
distinguish it from similar crystals of albite ; its capacity 
of melting before the blow-pipe is equally small ; it does 
not change the colour of nickel and borax when it is 
fused with these substances before the blow-pipe. Its sp. 
gr. is higher, being to albite as 27 to 26. Yet, in the finely 
granular varieties of hypersthene rock, this is difficult to 
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distingQish. Its solubility in concentrated muriatic acid is 
greater than that of albite, bat the difference is too small to 
serve as a distinction. 

It does not occur, as far as has been hitherto observed, 
either with hornblende or augite ; but, if it was found along 
with these minerals, it would be very easily distinguished. 

Hypersthene has two faces of cleavage, which cut each 
other at an angle of about 88^, and a third, which forms 
with the other angles an angle of 134°; and the blunt faces 
shew four-sided prisms. The first faces of cleavage are 
generally imperfect ; the last are often complete ; but fre- 
quently, in this direction splendent feces occur, which are 
not cleavage, but compound &ces. These perfect faces, in 
reference to the structure, form the distinction between 
hypersthene and augite, in which the faces of cleavage are 
parallel with the faces of the four-sided prisms. 

Sometimes the most complete faces of cleavage of the 
hypersthene possess rectilinear boundaries, as in the hypers- 
thene rock of Monzon, in Tyrol. They form, then, symme- 
trical hexagonals, with two angles of 118°, and four angles 
of 121°; the same angles which occur in augite (r of figure 
93 in the 67 copper-plate of Haiiy's Atlas). 

The colour of hypersthene is blackish brown, blackish 
green to greenish black; in some brown varieties (from 
Paul's Island, and from Penig, in Saxony), it is copper-red, 
on the most complete faces of cleavage, and the lustre of the 
same, metallic, and like that of mother-of-pearl, while, on 
the other faces, the lustre is fatty. In other brown varieties 
(from Neurode in Silesia, Elfdalen in Sweden), the distinc- 
tion of the colour is very inconsiderable, and disappears, as 
happens with the green varieties (Island of Skye, in Scot- 
land), where the lustre of the most perfect cleavage faces is 
stronger, and more pearly. 

The fusibility of hypersthene, before the blow-pipe, is 
small ; minute fragments held on the platinum forceps, fuse 
more or less into a greenish black glass, which is attracted 
by the magnet, in which state it also is before fusion ; many 
varieties are almost infusible. 

The granular compound fragments of hypersthene are 
frequently on the edges near the labradorite, or on the 
verge of small fissures which run through the hypersthene, 
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miited with greeaish-blaek hornblende, whieh has two 
faces of cleavage cutting each other at an angle of 124^* 
The union of this hornblende with the hypersthene is, how- 
ever, regular; because, the main axes of the four-sided 
prisms, which the cleavage faces of the hornblende and 
hypersthese form, as well as that through the sharp edges 
of the hornblende prisms, and that through the blunt edges 
of the hypersthene prions, are parallel. Such is the case 
in the hypersthene of Penig, and in many rolled masses at 
Berlin, yet not so distinct as in the diallage of gabbro, or 
the augite of the augite porphyry, yet to be described, but 
is probably of the same origin, and apparently not original, 
but proceeds from an incipient alteration of the hypersthene 
described. Besides the usual constituents, we meet with 

OUvine^ which occurs in large grains, of an olive-green 
colour (Elfilalen in Sweden). It is distinguiidied from 
hypersdoene, by the almost total absence of faces of cleav- 
1^, its infasibility before the blow-pipe, and its colour. 

Mica^ in pinchbeck-brown scales. 

Apatite^ in thin, long, white, six-sided prisms, which are 
distributed among the other ingredients. 

Titaniate of Iren^ in iron — black, metallic, splendent, 
mimetic grains, which are distinguished from magnetic 
iron ore by the red colour which they impart to salt of 
phosphorus when fused before the blow-pipe. 

Ir&n pyritesy intermixed, generally in small quantities. 

The hypersthene rock occurs in greater or smaller grains ; 
sometimes the diameter of a compound grain exceeds several 
inches ; at other times, it is so finely granular as to appear 
almost homogeneous. In general, the mixture of labrado- 
rite, predominates over the hypersthene. Olivine and iron 
pyrites, where these ingredients occur, are present only in 
very small quantity. Titaniate of iron, on the contrary, is 
found in many varieties of hypersthene, so abundantly as 
to present the appearance of being an essential constituent 
(Elfdalen, and rolled masses, in the vicinity of Berlin). 
In other varieties, it is entirely absent (Paul's Island). 

The hypersthene rock of Elfdalen, which contains much 
titaniate of iron interspersed through it, melts in a charcdal 
crucible into a grayish black mass, on the bottom of which 
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Is a large portion of iron regains, with ihany perfect crystals 
of titanium interspersed through it. Small iron reguli, 
wi^ titanium, appear on the sur&ce and sides. 

Hypersthene rock occurs in Ural, in scarcely distinct 
varieties, and also in rolled masses, in the platinum sand 
of Nischne Tagilsk. To the known, coarse granular 
varieties, the hypersthene rock of Paul's Island on the 
coast of Labrador, belongs ; from which locality, both the 
constituents of the rocks were first made known. The 
hypersthene found there is characterized by its metallic, 
almost copper-red, pearly lustre ; the labradorite is grayish- 
white, very translucent, and has a frequent display of co- 
lours. This hypersthene rock contains no accidental 
constituents. 

The hypersthene rock of Penig, in Saxony, is also coarsely 
granular ; the labradorite is transparent ; the hypersthene 
has a metallic, pearly lustre, and frequently is bordered by 
hornblende. Somewhat less coarsely granular is the hy- 
persthene rock of Buchau, at Neurode, in Silesia, the labra- 
dorite being frequently very translucent, and the hypers- 
thene brown. The hypersthene rock of Elfdalen consists 
of similarly equal sized grains ; the labradorite is white, 
and slightly translucent ; the hypersthene blackish brown. 
It contains much titaniate of iron, and besides, some olivine 
and fine needles of apatite. 

At Elfdalen it is worked into vases, often of considerable 
size, and other ornaments. For the fine polish of which 
this stone is susceptible, and the contrast of the colours of 
its constituents, it is scarcely surpassed by any known sub- 
stance. Many varieties of hypersthene rocks, among the 
rolled masses, near Berlin, are similar to the Elfdalen rock ; 
the labradorite is, however, more translucent and some- 
what greenish coloured ; the hypersthene, slightly dark, 
but very splendent. It contains titaniate of iron as well as 
olivine. Other varieties have blacker hypersthene, and 
are frequently bordered by hornblende. 

The hypersthene rock of Mongon, at Fassa, in Tyrol, 
occurs frequently in coarsely granular varieties. It consists 
of white, slightly translucent labradorite, and brown hy- 
persthene ; the first is predominant, and the hypersthene 
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lies often in single, regularly defined crystals in the labrar 
dorite. 

The hypersthene rock of the Isle of Skye, is well 
characterized. The Royal collection contains excellent 
specimens, procured by H. H. Dechen and Oeynhausen.. 
The rock is very coarsely granular ; the quantity of hypers- 
thene almost predominates, which has never the common 
brown, but a blackish-green colour; the labradorite is 
greenish-white, and translucent. Titaniate of iron occurs 
in it, but in small quantity. 

In the Hartz the hypersthene rock is very frequent, and 
forms the greatest portion of the greenstone which occurs 
there : Yet the difi*erent varieties can be scarcely discrimi- 
nated, even in the most distinct specimens ; the labradorite 
is opaque and greenish- white ; the hypersthene brown. 
Larger crystals of labradorite lie frequently in the small 
granular mass, which also contains titaniate of iron and iron 
pyrites. To these distinct varieties belong the hypersthene 
rock of the Petersklippe, in the vicinity of Buchenberg, 
near Wernigerod ; of Heinrichsburg, near Magdesprung, 
in Selkethale ; of Huththale, near Clausthal ; and of KoUie, 
near Braunlahe (Nos. 63 and 64 of Lasius' Collection of 
Hartz Minerals). These species of rocks resemble those of 
Krotenmiihle, near Steben, in the Fichtelgebirge. 
{To be continued. J 



Article V. 

On the Phenomena of Accidental Colours. By M. Plateau. 
f Abridged from the Annales de Chimie et de Physique^ 
tome. 53, p. 386. By Charles Tomlinson, Esq,)* 

[1 .] " Wb must regard, as entirely unsatisfactory, the theory 
of accidental colours most generally admitted, namely, that 

* Although the Editor, in the last Nnmher of this Journal, has given an epitome 
of this tbeoTy sufficient to convey a general idea of its nature, yet, when a theory 
is to be discussed and examined, it is necessary the Author should be heard. But, 
lest it may be thought by some, that too many pages in the present Number are 
devoted to this subject, I have been induced to divide the translation of this paper 
into two parts. The first part, now inserted, is a necessary accompaniment to my 
own paper. The second part will be published next month, when I hope to bo 
able, time and health permitting, to continue the investigation*— C. T. 
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the portkm of the retina which has, for a certain time, 
received the impression of a certain colour, has become leas 
sensible to the rays of that colour, and that its sensibility 
becomes relatively greater to the rays which form the comr 
plementary tint. 

[2.] ** It is necessary for me to cite here, in favoar of my 
opinion, only one single fact, stated long ago, but totally 
forgotten, that accidental colours may be seen in perfect 
darkness, when, consequently there exist no luminous rays 
which can produce the sensation of the complementary tint. 

[3.] ^' Accidental colours result from an apposite state 
which the retina spontaneously assumes after the cessation 
of direct impressions. 

[4.] '^ Accidental colours may be seen independently of 
the immediate action of light : that is, that they result from 
a spontaneous modification of the retina, and that such is 
the case the following are proofs ; 1st, This opposition is 
evident, as in the case of blacky which follows the contem- 
plation of a white object ; and secondly, 

[5.] ^' That the accidental colours of impressions destroy 
direct corresponding impressions. If we observe for a suf<- 
ficient time, a small piece of red paper on a black ground, 
and afterwards direct the eyes to a large piece of red pi^>er, 
the space occupied by the image of the small {Mece of red 
paper will appear somewhat blacky (noiratre), without any 
mixture of red: Thus, the direct impression, rec2, is here 
destroyed by the accidental impression, green. 

[6.] ^' In cases where the combination of real colours 
produces white, the combination of accidental colours pro- 
duces the opposite of white, namely, black. For example, 
while two real complementary colours produce, together, 
white^ two accidental complementary colours produce, to- 
gether, black. This may be proved by experiment. By 
placing, on a black ground, two square pieces of coloured 
paper, the colours being complementary to each other, such 
as a red and a green, the centre of each piece being marked 
with a black dot. Then, if the eyes be directed firom one 
of these dots to the other, and so on alternately, for a suffi- 
cient time, the result upon the retina (le fond de Toeil) will 
be the formation of an image, by the superposition of the 
accidental green, produced by the red square; and of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



18S50 



Accidental QUours. 



283 



accidental red piodnced by the green square ; or, in other 
words, by the superposition of two accidental colours com- 
plementary to each other. If, then, the eyes be suddenly 
and completely covered, by means of a handkerchief, this 
image will appear perfectly blacky baring on its right a red 
image, and on its left, a green imi^e, (supposing that the 
red and green squares are placed as in the figure) : 

Fig. 1. 




Red. Green. 

[7.] Thus, accidental colours do not result from a simple 
diminution in the sensibility of the retina, but they are new 
sensations, of an opposite nature to the direct corresponding 
sensations. 

In order to designate more clearly the two kinds of oppo- 
site impressions, I shall generally call accidental colours or 
impressions, negative impressions, and real colours, or direct 
impressions, I shall call positive impressions, or colours. 
{To be continued. J 



Article VI. 

On the Theory of Accidental and Complementary Colours^ with 
Additional Experiments and Observations. By Charles 
ToMLiNSON, Esq. 

1. In two papers already published in this Journal, (voL i. 
p. 439, and vol. ii. p. 21), on Accidental and Complementary 
Colours, I stated that my experiments were at variance with 
the existing theories of this interesting branch of optics ; 
and that I was aware of the existence of a new theory, by 
Monsieur Plateau, which I had not seen. Recently, how- 
ever, through the kindness of the Editor of this Journal, 
I have perused M. Plateau's paper, which it is my present 
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intention to consider; and, as I am not aware that it has 
yet appeared in any English dress, except the short epitome 
of it given by the Editor in the last Number, and taken 
from a subsequent paper of the Berlin Professor, I have 
inserted it above, in a somewhat abridged form, retaining, 
nevertheless, M. Plateau's own language ; and I have taken 
the liberty to number, in square brackets, the paragraphs 
of his paper, for the sake of convenient reference ; and, as 
this paper will form the subject of several papers of my 
own, as also of one by my friend Mr. George Dodd, I thought 
it important to insert the preceding paper as our text, and, 
whenever we employ a figure enclosed by square brackets, 
we must be understood to refer to a corresponding para- 
graph in M. Plateau's paper, the references to subsequent 
parts of our own papers being indicated in the usual manner, 
by circular brackets. 

2. There cannot, I think, be much hesitation in conclud-^ 
ing with M. Plateau [1.] that the generally admitted theory 
of accidental colours is unsatisfactory ; but, in rejecting 
this theory, he has not, as I shall endeavour to shew, 
ofiered a better. It is true that his theory is simple, but it 
is also unsatisfactory, and my objections may, perhaps, be 
included in this one, namely, that accidental and comple- 
mentary colours can and otight to be seen together with the 
primitive or fundamental colour ; or, to use his own words, 
with the direct impression. Still, as any speculations 
coming from so ingenious a philosopher as M. Plateau 
ought not to be rejected, except on good and sufficient 
ground, 1 have had no hesitation to offer for insertion in 
this Journal a translation of every important part of his 
paper, and shall, to the best of my ability, consider the 
various conclusions he has drawn from his experiments ; 
always premising that, as my object in following Nature is 
to admire not less her beauty than her truth, I am sure 
that M. Plateau is too excellent a philosopher not to pardon 
me if I should endeavour to shew that he, in the pursuit of 
Truth, has encountered the encouraging smile of Fancy. 
It is also important that this theory should be carefully 
examined, because, M. Plateau states that, upon it depends 
a number of subsequent results obtained by him on the 
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persistance of the impressions of the retina, on irradiation, 
juxta-position of colours, &c.''^ 

3. No theory can, I conceive, be accepted which is founded 
on a few isolated facts, and which neither agrees with varia- 
tions of those facts, nor embraces other facts, in the same 
branch of science, requiring classification. It too often 
happens, and I may, perhaps, share in the blame now 
bestowed on others, that a theory is framed from a few 
observations of phenomena which may be consistent with 
the theory, as far as it goes, but when other, and it may be, 
less gifted observers, vary previous experiments, or multiply 
facts which are in opposition to the theory, there is but one 
resource to the philosophic mind, which is to modify or 
reject it, and, in the latter case, to seek another; and 
although it may be said, as, indeed, I feel in the present 
case, how much easier it is to point out discrepancies in one 
theory, than to offer another which shall be free from fault, 
still, as theory can only be supported by facts, so facts alone 
can disturb or destroy it ; and if, after careful examination, 
doubts still exist in my mind as to the truth of M. Plateau's 
theory, if I have obtained his principal results as stated in 
the preceding paper, by &r different and simpler means, 
and if these results have not led me altogether to the same 
conclusions, my object has been, and is, to prove the non- 
existence of oscillations in viewing these colours ; that posi- 
tive and negative states do not exist ; and that, consequently, 
the analogies upon which he relies with so much confidence, 
are misapplied. My purpose, also is to consider the view 
taken by P.O. of these colours, and, as he and M. Plateau 
somewhat coincide, I must, consequently, state objections 
which apply to both. I shall also state, hereafter, a theory 
of my own, and shall endeavour to support it by the only 
legitimate aid that ought, in the first instance, to be brought 
to bear, t. e., direct experiment ; because, I repudiate all 
abstract speculations unsupported by facts, conceiving that 
they alone ought to support theory, and not, as, unfortu- 
nately for science, it sometimes happens, that a theory 
should precede observations and facts. 

4. My principal objection to the existing theories of acci- 

• « Je oommeiiceni par ezposer mes id^ sax la nature dea coulean accident 
teUes, parceque de U depend rintelligence de ce qui doit suiyre." 
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dental and complementary colours is, that they oaly apply 
to those cases where the retina being impressed in a some- 
what fatiguing manner by the primitire colour seeks relief, 
as they say, in the accidental or complementary tint. Thus, 
it is stated, by way of illustration, that when the eye is fixed 
for some time on a coloured object, a red wafer, for instance, 
" the part of the retina on which the red rays fall is strongly 
excited by their continued action. Its sensibility to red 
light must, therefore^ be diminished, in the same manner 
^ the palate, when long . accustomed to a particular taste, 
ceases to feel its impression."* I cannot admit this reascm- 
ing ; for, I have already, in my two previous papers on this 
subject, shewn, byavariety of experiments, that the primi- 
tive and complementary colours may be seen at once, readily 
and distinctly, by means of the coloured soliitions on mer- 
cury, as also by means of the perichromascope.f I shall, 
hereafter, state other modes of observation by which these 
colours maybe instantaneously seen ; and I must now state, 
most distinctly, my impression, that in order to observe an 
accidental or complementary colour, it is not necessary 
previously to prepare or excite the eye, whether in respect 
of time or determinate space^ by a previous distinct observance 
of the primitive colour. 

d. Here let me distinguish, and the distinction, is not, I 
believe, generally adopted or at all attended to, between the 
terms accidental and compUmentartft By an accidental colour 
I mean an impression of a colour, less intense than that pro- 
duced by the direct impression, and which may or may not 
be seen when carelessly or inattentively viewing the funda- 
mental tint ; as, for example, when a red wafer is put into 
a letter the accidental green is unlooked for, and therefore, 
generally unseei^. But when the red wafer is stedfastly 
viewed for a suificient time, a faint green ring begins^ and 
continues to play around the wafer while the eye remains 
excited. I believe, however, that the mind has great influ- 
ence in the observance of these ocular spectra^ as ^^ the 

• Libraiy of Useful Knowledge, Optics, p. 47. 

t Messrs. W. & S. Jones of Holbom, from whom I have at Yarious times ob- 
tained much excellent apparatus, inform me that they hare prepared this instru- 
ment for sale. 

% See third note to (6.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



1835.] Acddenial and Can^lementary Colours. 287 

state of bodily health. In the o&e case, by praetiee, waA 
from a knowledge of an invariable result, I find that I can 
get a distinct and complete view of the accidental tint almost 
immediately after regarding the fundamental colour, whereas 
I have employed unpractised persona, whom I shall arrange 
into four classes, to look for accidental tints, and the results 
of my observations I may be allowed to state thus : — 

1. Persons with acute perception of colour. 

2. Those with an indifferent, that is, not acute perception 

of colour. 

3. Those with a positively bad perception of colour. 

4. Where the perception of colour is absent. 

The persons in the first dass are two artists in oil colours, 
(one eminent in his profession, but whose name I do myt 
feel myself at liberty to mention), and amateur artists con- 
sisting of several ladies and gentlemen who have obligingly 
made observations for me. In all these instances the per^ 
ception of the accidental tint was more or less ready, though 
not so ready as that obtained by the eye employed in the 
almost daily observance of these f^enomena. 

The second class includes persons not engaged in the 
preictical observance of colour, and hence I term their per- 
ception indifferent. They have generally required a longer 
time than persons in the first dass to obtain a sight of the 
accidental tint. 

In the third class the observers have obtained the 
accidental tint with great difficulty, and sometimes not 
at all. 

In the fourth class I have been able to make but one 
observation. It is the case of a gentleman in a scientific 
institution in London, with whom I passed a fe^ pleasant 
hours last July. On beginning to converse with him cm 
the subjects of sound and colour, he desired me to omit the 
latter ; and from him I ascertained, for the first time, his 
utter incapability to distinguish any colour except deep 
black, and blue, and he often mistook the one for the other, 
and bright white. On offering him a disk of green glass 
he said it seemed to him to resemble grass ; but the disk 
was by no means of that shade ; and on holding up light 
blues and reds, &c., he declared his inability to name any 
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one, without incurring the risk of being laughed at, which 
he by no means desired.''^ 

In the case of bodily health and affections of the eye, I 
have found that, with headache, or slight fever, and some- 
times with catarrh, or from too long sitting to books or 
writing, from stooping, in short, from any causes which 
distend the minute vessels of the retina, &c., with blood, I 
have seen the accidental tint on once gazing on the primi- 
tive colour, when my mind has even been engaged on very 
different subjects. Hence, I presume, the term accidental 
to arise, from the circumstance of a colour being seen by 
accident^ during the observance of the fundamental tint, or 
from the colours being supposed accidentally to accompany 
the fundamental tint. 

6. By a complementary colour, I intend the second colour 
produced by various peculiar means, generally differing 
from those employed to obtain accidental colours, and differ- 
ing from these latter in one distinct point, namely, intensity; 
for, while the accidental tints are comparatively faint and 
shadowy, the complementary tints are equal in intensity to 
the fundamental colour whence they are derived. Both 
accidental and complementary colours are obtained by the 
observance of a fundamental colour ; but there is, again, 
this difference, that accidental tints may be observed when 
the eye is in total darkness, which I do not believe to be 
the case with complementary tints. (7.), [4.] Thus, nearly 
all the second colours mentioned in my former papers f are 
compfemantory colours, although I have carelessly confounded 
the two terms, which shews the necessity of accurately 
stating the difference between the two, which difference is 
founded on my own. views of this subject, which may be 
thought by some to be peculiar. Nevertheless, I believe 
that the distinction I have drawn is strictly correct, inde- 
pendent of this inquiry. Another important difference, 
which I shall discuss hereafter, is stated to exist, namely, 

* It may be intercisting to phrenologists to notice that, in the first class, the 
01^^ of colour was prominent ; in the second, good, but not full ; in the third 
bad, but not wanting ; and in the last instance it was absent. 

t See the tabular list at page 23 of this volume, where the second, or comple* 
i^entary coIoutjb ftre termed " Ocular SpectrSt" 
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that if a fundamental colour, be combined with a colour 
complementary to it, that is, an accidental colour equal in 
intensity to the fundamental, white will result ; whereas, 
if a similar combination be made between two accidental 
impressions resulting from two fundamental colours, the 
result will be black. I need scarcely remark that the tern^ 
complementary is derived from the Latin compleoy the com- 
plementary ^//in^ up that which is wanting in the primitive 
tint to produce white. So that two colours are said to be 
complementary to each other which, by actual combination, 
produce white. (12.) 

7. There is no doubt that, under circumstances in which 
the eye may be employed, that organ can, to a certain extent, 
exercise its function in total darkness. I cannot agree that 
the fact has been, as M. Plateau states, either overlooked 
or forgotten. The various experiments on the persistance 
of the impressions of the retina, on the pressure of the eye- 
ball, and many cases of disease of the organ, prove to the 
contrary ; and the fact itself is certainly as old as Newton,* 
that the image of a highly luminous object has been, from 
time to time, revived on the retina, days, months, and even 
years after the direct impression, even when the eye has 
been in total darkness. In the case of pressure of the eye- 
ball, colours may be observed in perfect obscurity ; and the 
fact is not new, that on gazing on a primitive colour, and . 
then immediately covering up the eye, or placing it in dark- 
ness, the accidental colour is seen. And even more than 
this, the case has frequently occurred to myself, where an 
accidental impression has been produced on the retina a 
considerable time after the cessation of, or rather, after the 
removal of the object producing the first impression. Of 
these cases, I need only detail one of recent occurrence : 

* ** Though I locked upon the sun with my right eye only, and not with the 
lefty yet my fancy began to make an impression on my left eye as well as upon my 
right ; for» if I shut my right eye, or looked upon a book, or the clouds with my 
left eye, I could see the spectrum of the sun almost as plain as with my right 
eye." • • • • « poy some months after, the spectrum of the sun 
began to return as often as I began to meditate upon the phenomena, even though 
I lay in bed at midnight with my curtains drawn." — Newton's Letter to Locke, 
quoted is Brewster's Life of Newton, page S15. The whole of this interesting 
letter applies to my present subject, and is peculiarly yaluable, in a philosophical 
point of view ; it is only to be regretted that Newton should have been so laconic, 
and not have particularized the colours of the first, as well as of the subsequent 
impressions, if any such there were. 

VOL. 11. U 
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I was engaged a portion of one evening a few weeks 
since, on experiments on colour, after which I delivered a 
lecture on combustion, wherein I had to exhibit the red fire 
of the theatres, which burned vividly and brilliantly ; and, 
after the lecture, I retired to bed somewhat fatigued, mj 
thoughts being occupied with the subjects that had engaged 
them previous to the lecture, in mentally contriving various 
forms and shades of the favourite green colour, for the next 
evening's investigation. I had been in darkness above an 
hour, and was probably just falling asleep, when I was 
aroused by a vivid impression of the forms I had just before 
determined in my mind, but the colours were not green, 
but red, wearing a cloudy phosphorescent hue, and standing 
out, a foot or two, apparently^ from my eyes. As I am not 
aware of any disordered action of my eyes, except an imper- 
fect vision as to distant objects, generally large pupils, and 
a slight affection of amaurosis in the left eye, I can only 
explain the above phenomenon on the assumption that the 
active impression of green in the mind, re-produced on the 
retina the accidental impression ofthe fundamental tint. The 
eyes, too, might have been, and probably were, &tigued by 
the lecture, and the influence of the impression of the ted 
fire, combined with the employment of the eye previous to 
to the! lecture, must not be forgotten ; but, being v^fy often 
(once or twice a week) engaged in delivering chemical lec- 
tures, I generally bestow but little attention on the effect 
of brilliant experiments on my eyes^ As I do not admit the 
necessity of the oscillations of the retina, insisted on by M. 
Plateau, in viewing these colours, I only admit his " impres- 
sion according to time/' with considerable modifications. 

8. In employing the i^ed fire* in mylectut^s, it has been 

• By a carious coincidence, the materiala for the production of red fire are, 
when propedj mixed, a daiic-green coloor. I ftm not at pieB«iit aware that any 
importance is to he attached to thi» remark, bat a number of analogous facts wiU 
crowd upon the mind of the chemist, such as the alkalized oxide of manganese, 
which is of an opaque green colour, and when thrown into water produces a dark 
transparent green, which speedily changes to red ; and I may mention, generaUy 
the red and green hues, as in this case, indicative of the presence of manganic and 
permanganic acid. The chemical compounds of oxygen and nitrogm, and the 
interesting changes of colour produced by saturating nitric acid with U»e binoxide ; 
the action of nitric acid on copper ; the oxidation of steel, of silver leaf, &c., &c*, 
are all familiar instances which suggest themselves to my mind while writing this 
note. It will be out of place here to enumerate them fiidiher. 
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femarked to me that although the fine was certainly red 
enough, it always left an impression of green. This remark 
has been elicited from persons of good general perception 
of colour, and I have endeavoured to ascertain, from them, 
whether the green impression has ever been succeeded by 
red, and I have always received a negative answer. With 
this view I have repeated the experiment alone, and in 
company, and the general result of my inquiries has been 
unfavourable to M. Plateau's system of oscillations. 
" 9. In considering M. Plateau's next proposition, [3.] we 
must carefully bear in mind the difference already stated to 
exist between the two species of colour (5 and 6). As I 
have already shewn that complementary colours may be 
seen together with the fundamental colours, they surely do 
not so much differ in their nature as that accidental colours 
can only be seen by a previous preparation of the eye. This 
preparation, however, it is admitted by P. C. (page 179), 
need only be the act of ** less than a second ;" and I have 
before stated cases (6.) where the accidental tint has been 
seen immediately on observing the primitive colour, and, it 
seems to me that *^ less than a second," as stated by P. C, 
and '^ immediately," as stated by myself, are synonymous 
terms. The difference, however, between the two colours, 
as stated by Brewster, is that, " if the primitive colour, or 
that which impresses the eye, is reduced to the samed^ree 
of intensity as the accidental colour, we shall find that the 
one is the complement of the other, or what the other wants 
to make it white light ; that is, the primitive and the acci- 
dental colours will, when reduced to the same degree of 
intensity which they have in the spectrum, and when mixed 
together, make white light. On this account accidental 
colours have been called complementary colours." Optics, 
page 305, and at pages 308 and 309, he seems to employ 
both terms somewhat indiscriminately. P.O., also, in his 
last paper, (page 172, ante.), does not seem to distinguish 
between the two colours. In his notice at the com- 
mencement of his paper, of my two papers, he has omitted 
the word " complementary," although it forms part of the 
title of my second paper,* and he does not apply either term 

• See page 21 of this vol. In the 9ih line from bottom, for " the same/* tMd 
«' an." 

u2 
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until we arrire at the note, (page 174), when he twice 
employs the term complementary, and twice the term acci- 
dental. He then proceeds, (page 175), employing the term 
accidental only, and speaks of one image as the accidental 
colour of the other ; and does not loose his hold of the term 
until he quits the subject of my two papers, and proceeds to 
speak of the efiect of contrast, &c. (page 177), when he i^in 
employs the term " complementary," and only towards the. 
end of his paper does he adopt both terms in such a manner 
as to shew that he understands their distinction ; but, ap- 
parently, not having quite satisfied himself as to where h^ 
should fix the boundary line, he has, in many instancei^, , 
avoided the use of either term, and, in other cases, seems 
to have hesitated which to apply.* Now, granting for a 
moment that M. Plateau would admit (and the admission 
is not likely to proceed from himf ) that the coloured solu- 
tions on mercury, &c., are accidental^ and not complementcary 
colours, his proposition [3.] would be immediately disproved ; 
for then, as we have already seen, the primitive and the 
accidental tint if such it be ,can be seen together, the moment 
the observation is begun to be made, and for a time, how- 
ever long or short. The difficulty then is, to distinguish 
the accidental from the complementary tint. It seems to 
me to rest principally upon the question of equal or unequal 
intensity ; and, the above extract from Brewster renders the 
difference very small. I believe, however, that there is a 
difference between the intensity of the two spectra, when 
the plain mirror and green coloured disk are so inclined as 
to form a very acute angle, as recommended by P. C.,J 

* I am thus tiresome, because I feel the distinction between the terms is, I 
should be sorry to say not seen, but I will say, unattended to by many writers. 
It is a remarkable fact, that Barlow, in his Treatise on Optics, and Herschel, in 
his Treatise on Light, both inserted in the Encyc. Metropol. (Mixed Science^ 
Tol. i. & ii.) have omitted menti(m of accidental and complementary colours, 
except in Herschel's admirable exposition of the Laws regulating Polarization^ 
where these celours are referred to only as they incidentally occur in the pheno- 
mena of polarization. Biot, also, is not altogether free from this sin of omission. 

t But it wiU be obsenred that M. Plateau makes free, and, at first sight, indis- 
^criminate use of the two terms, Mc%i§ntal and compUmeMiary, 

X I may state that this modification was not neglected by me, for, in addition 
to other results, I obtained some very amusing ones, to be discussed hereafter, iik 
June last, and which I afterwards had the pleasure of producing to the Editor of 
this Journal, in company with Dr. Thomas Thomson, when I was in London the 
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although I do not think the difference is such as to autho- 
rize me to employ the term acddental to the second image, 
and besides, white is produced where the two images overlap. 
But granting, for a moment, that such is the case, and 
the apparatus being arranged as just mentioned, let the face 
be regarded, its prominent parts, and the red and green are 
BO distributed as to give the visage, or rather, visages, for 
there are two reflections, a most hideous appearance. But 
this experiment, as also that with the finger, is not a fair 
one, on account of the flesh colour ; let us then hold a nar- 
row strip of white paper before the glasses, and, of the two 
reflections, the green is certainly the more intense. It must 
not, however, be asserted that the eye is insensible to the 
two colours at the same moment, for, indeed, I find, that 
from the moment the strip is properly raised, until the end 
of the observation, the two colours are seen under the same 
precise circumstances. If to this it should again be objected, 
that the preparation of the eye is the act of " less than a 
second," I answer that the objection embraces a point of 
time so minute, that it amounts to nothing ; that I have so 
arranged the glasses and strip of paper as to make the 
observation at any time, and when my eye has been long 
disengaged from the contemplation of objects of a green 
hue, as would in any way render the accuracy of the expe- 
riment questionable, and the results never vary. I have 
very much to say on this subject, but having already carried 
this paper to no small length, and being anxious to make a 
few observations on the other propositions, I must dismiss 
the one now under discussion, by stating that, if the red 
reflection of the narrow strip of paper, as mentioned above, 
be admitted by M. Plateau, to be an accidental colour, and 
and that the two reflections can be seen at the same moment, 
(and, admitting one, he must admit the other), then his 
third proposition is disproved. 

10. The consideration of the opposition spoken of by 
M. Plateau, [4.] of black resulting from the contemplation 
of white, will, at present, lead me too far, but I shall here- 
after consider this point particularly, and need only state 

beginning of July. I also beg to take this opportunity of thanking P. C. for his 
kind mention of me ; and, though I may object to many of his conclusions, still I 
>hope that nothing will interfefre to prevent the prosecution of his interesting in- 
:quiry, or to disturb that harmony of feeling so necessary to scie&tific inquirers, 
even though they differ. 
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here my admiseion of the &ct that black does r^ult from the 
contemplation of white ; that while pfailosophenB have been 
so long engaged, and so profitably, in the inTCstigation of 
the phenomena of light, an immense field of research remains 
still, comparatively unexplored, i.e., the immediate coiosider- 
ation of the living eye, the knowledge of the phenomena of 
which, compared with that of its rival in utility and beauty, 
the ear, is but small. I object to the theory explanative of 
M. Plateau's fourth proposition, conceiving that, as the 
involuntary adjustment of a healthy eye, the function of 
which is not abused by the individual exercising it, depends 
upon the harmony subsisting between the retina, the pupil, 
and the ciliary nerves ; so by the abuse of the function, 
, such as the rigid fixation of the eye upon white objects, 
whereby a constrained voluntary adjustment is continually 
resulting, the organ is overwrought, or overacted on, and 
amaurotic affections result, as in my case, (7.) and if per- 
sisted in, the power to exercise the fiinction ceases, eventu- 
ally, to exist. The manner in which this reasoning applies 
to other cases, such as white resulting from the contempla- 
tion of black, &c., together with M. Plateau's proposition, 
[6.] I propose to consider in another paper. 

11. It affords me very sincere pleasure to state that! 
consider the next proposition, [6.] tenable, although I think 
M. Plateau has made the experiment in support of it some- 
what complicated. I do not find it by any means necessary 
" to cover the eyes with a handkerchief," after the observa- 
tion, or, indeed, with any thing ; nor do I find it necessary 
to " insulate" the coloured squares by employing a black 
ground.* 

12. Although I agree, to a great extent, with this propo- 
sition, yet I have found it necessary to modify it, and, as 
the consideration of its various features will lead me to a 
greater length than time will now allow of, I think it better 
to offer the whole of my experiments and observations in a 
separate paper, next month, if possible, than to leave them 
imperfect now. I will, therefore, conclude with an account 
of two recent experiments which I think interesting, and 
upon which I shall enlarge hereafter. 

* The colours of the grounds employed with the same, and Tarious compla- 
,mentary doublets ofaquares, &c., have formed the subject of an extensiye aeries 
of obserrations by Mr. Dodd, which will be published hereafter. 
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1. Let two semi-circles of coloured paper, a red and a 
green, for instance, be pasted upon one surface of a disk of 
pasteboard, of about five inches in diameter, and by com- 
municating a mpid rotating motion to the disk,* the result 
will be white, hj the combination of the two tints from direct 
impression. 

2. Between the green disk and the plane reflector of the 
perichromascope, place a portion of sesqui-oxide of lead, 
the green disk being really complementary to the colour of 
powder, and the red powder will appear blacky as black as 
lamp-black ; the combination of the two tints being efiected 
by superposition. 

(To be continued.) 
Salisbury y 8th September 1836. 



Article VII. 

On Malt. By Robert D. Thomson, M.D. 
(Continued from vol. i. p. 449 .J 

I. The first step of the process consists in placing the mslt 
in the steep, a square chamber, which is liped with stone ^d 
lime, and is usually sunk below the level of the barn floor, 
having b^en previously filled to the proper height with 
water .f The malt is allowed to remain here for not less 
than 40 hours, by legal regulations. The light seeds which 
swim on the surface are skimmed ofi*, and the mass of grain 
is levelled, for the purpose of being gauged. The time 
during which the malt is allowed to rem^iin in the steep 
vai'ies, according to the will of the malster. But the usual 
test of its fitness for being removed is the ca-pability of its 
extremities being squee:^d together between the fingers. 

* The accidental tints of ihese fundamental colours may be revived during rapid 
rotation. I have considered this, and analogous facts, sufficiently important t6 
devote a paper to the subject, especially as the fact is ea3ily explained on existing 
principles. This paper will appear shortly. 

t Professor Lavini finds the composition of wheat as follows: 1. Ripe com 
contains 75 per cent, of starch ; unripe com only 60 per cent. 2. Unripe com 
contains ^ of its weight of mucous extractive matter. 3. In unripe com there it 
about -g^^th of gluten ; in ripe com 25 per cent. 4. The albumen is the same in 
both. 5. In unripe com there is a green resin, amounting to about -^j^th, which 
is probably converted into gluten and gum as vegetation advances. 6. Both contain 
oxides of copper, iron, and manganese. — Memorie della Reale Accadem dele Scien» 
di Torino, xxxvii. 
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New barley requires a longer period before it acquires this 
property than old does ; and higg attains this consistence 
in a shorter period than barley. By this preliminary step 
the grain undergoes a partial germination . It absorbs water 
and swells ; English barley increasing -J in bulk, Scotch 
barely i, and bigg ^. 

In less than 24 hours after the grain has been introduced 
into the steep, the water begins to acquire a brown colour, 
and a peculiar odour. If this water is evaporated to dryness 
a blackish-brown residue possessing a disagreeable taste 
remains, which consists of extractive and nitrate of soda, 
amounting in weight, to 5V ^^^^ of that of the grain em- 
ployed. About 3tjVif*'^ ^f i^s weight of carbonic acid is like- 
wise emitted, which remains dissolved in the water, and con- 
tinues to be disengaged after the grain has been taken out 
of the steep. And hence it is, that in ten days the grain not 
only loo3es all its additional weight, but gradually becomes 
lighter than at first. Thus, 100 grains of barley become, by 
steeping, 136. Exposed to the air for ten days they become 
93'8. After a month they weigh 96*4, and after two months 
100'8. Edwards, Colin, and Becquerel, have found that by 
causing grain to vegetate in water, acetic acid, sugar, and 
fermenting matter were secreted. The circumstance of the 
it forms of carbonic acid, in this first stage, shews us that 
evolution the preliminary step to germination. 

The grain, after remaining in the steep, as has been said, 
for a period of not less than 40 hours, is drained. It is then 
cast, or removed, from the steep to the floor, where it is 
spread out in a rectangular form, to the depth of 16 inches, 
for the purpose of being gauged ; in this state it remains for 
^26 hours. The barley in the couch always occupies a greater 
space than in the cistern, from the absence of the pressure 
of superincumbent grain. This increase, which is very great 
in small quantities, diminishes proportionally to the increase 
of the quantity of grain. Thus, if 3 cubic inches of barley 
are placed in a cylindrical glass jar, graduated to tenths of 
an inch, and are covered with water, in 96 hours the swell 
will be 0-3 inch, or ^ of the whole ; but, upon inverting 
the vessel so as to shake the grain to the other end, it will 
occupy a bulk of 4*2 inches, indicating a swell of more 
than ^. 
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On the other hand, when the quantity of grain is yery 
considerable, it is jfound that sometimes its bulk in the steep 
exceeds that in the couch, but this maybe, in some measure, 
owing to errors in gauging. Considering the bulk of grain 
in the steep to be expressed by 100, then the greatest bulk 
in the couch is 138, the least 110*6, the average 121*6. 
The oflBcer of excise takes what is called the best guage, 
both in the couch and steep, or he takes the measurement 
of the grain when it has acquired its greatest bulk. One- 
fifth is subtracted from the bulk thus obtained, and the 
number obtained is considered as equal to the quantity of 
clean malt produced. The duty is charged accordingly ; 
whether correctly or not seems doubtful. 

During the time that the grain is in the couch, moisture 
is exhaled, and a considerable quantity of heat is evolved. 
In the course of the 26 hours when it lies untouched the 
heat is seldom more than 2° or 3° above that of the barn, 
but is considerably influenced in regard to the rapidity of 
its developement, by the temperature of the apartment. 
When the heat is evolved, oxygen is absorbed, and carbonic 
acid given out. 

But the absorption of the former soon ceases, if the atmos- 
phere over the grain is allowed to remain impregnated with 
the carbonic acid, for vegetation cannot proceed under such 
circumstances. To prevent the temperature from increasing 
with too much rapidity, and for the sake of exposing the 
grain to the action of the atmosphere, it is turned upon the 
floor, an operation termed flooring^ the depth of the heap 
being gradually diminished to three or four inches. In this 
way it is turned three or four times a day, for a period of 
ten days or a fortnight. During these operations a series 
of interesting phenomena occur. When first placed on the 
couch the grain is quite dry, but in 96 hours the tempera- 
ture increases 10 degrees, and the surface of the husks be- 
comes so moist that if we thrust the hand into a heap of malt 
in this state it will be wetted, and possess the smell of 
apples. This extrication of moisture, or sweating, as it is 
termed, continues for a day or two. If the malt be distilled 
at this period some spirits are obtained. When the sweating 
has commenced, if the grain is not turned frequently the 
temperature attains a great height, sometimes rising as high 
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as 80^ At the time when the sweating occurs, the roots 
begin to make their appearance, each, at first, in the fprm 
pf a small white prominence, at the bottom of the seed, 
which SQon divides into three rootlets, and afterwards into 
four, five, or seven. Bear and bigg are said to send out 
from three to six roots, end barley firom four to seven. 
When the three roots appear, the apple like odour goes ofi^, 
and is succeeded by a smell resembling that of the common 
rush when newly pulled. The roots of the malt, as of grain 
on a poor soil, in consequence of the absence of resistance, 
have a tendency to grow to a great length, not less than 
two or three inches. 

The great object in malting is to check this disposition, 
and prevent them from becoming longer than ^ths of an 
inch, which is effected by frequently turning the malt, and 
thus preserving a uniform temperature, and an equal exha- 
lation of moisture. 

Some practical men recommend moistening the grain 
on the third or fourth day ; but, according to the present 
statutes, such an application is illegal, although it would 
appear to be almost indispensable, when we consider that 
the process consists in promoting vegetation. 

On the fourth or fifth day after the grain has been re- 
moved from the steep, and a day after the appearance of 
the roots, the plumula, or future stem, termed acrospire^ or 
anchoTspirey by the malsters, shews itself, issuing from the 
same extremity with the root, and advancing under the 
husk until it reaches the end of the seed, where it pene- 
trates through the husk, and assumes the form of a green 
bladed grass. The growth of the plumula is at first rapid, 
as it reaches on the eighth day rather more than half the 
length of the grain. Then it advances with less rapidity, 
for a week or more often elapses before it has nearly reached 
the extremity of the seed, which is the criterion by which 
the completion of the process is guided. 

If the internal part of the grain is now examined it will 
be found to have undergone a considerable change. 1. It 
has become whiter, and the consistence so trifling, that it 
readily crumbles to powder when pressed between the 
fingers. 2. Although the period during which it lies on 
the floor does not exceed twenty days for ale, and ten days 
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for spirit, yet, the grain on the first day loses 43|| per oent^ 
8th day 42 per cent., last day 40 per cent, ; or, considering 
the weight on the first day to be 1000, on the eighth day it 
will be 926, and on the last day 914, The loss during each 
day zoay be estimated at about 3 or 4000th parts. If the 
plnmula is allowed to adrance beyond the extremity of the 
seed the loss of weight is still greater, and hence the pro^ 
priety of checking yegetation at this point. 

Bigg is apt to undergo a greater loss towards the end of 
flooring than barley, because the plumula vegetates more 
rapidly in the former than in the latter. 

Much attention is requisite in order to produce an equable 
loss of weight, by preserving an equal temperature, and by 
turning at the time when the heat appears to be increasing. 
The best malt seems to be made at a temperature of 66^, or 
at least between 52"" and 60"". 

IL The first part of the operation has now been com* 
pleted; germination has been induced, and carried to a 
certain extent. . The next object is to jl^ut an effectual ter- 
mination to it. The malt is therefore transferred to the 
kiln for the purpose of being exposed to a high degree of 
heat. The kiln consists of an apartment lined with plates, 
full of minute holes, or with wire or hair-cloth. The malt 
is spread upon this surface to the depth of from three to six 
inches, and a moderate charcoal fire is placed in the cham- 
ber below it. The heated air passes up through the malt, 
and escapes, carrying with it moisture, and escapes by the 
roof of the Idln, where there is a chimney of well-known 
structure adapted for its exit. 

For some time the temperature is kept as lew as that of 
the human body, but as the drying advances it is gradually 
raised to 140°, or even higher, according as the intention is 
to give a pale or a dark colour to the liquor to be procured 
from the malt. If the liquor is to be pale the malt is dried 
at a low heat, but if brown, like porter^ the temperature is 
augmented. 

Pale malt may have been exposed to a heat of 170°, 
according to the experiments of 1803, and when carefully 
dried does not lose the power of vegetating. This result 
does not agree with the experiments already stated, of 
Edwards and Colin, who found that immersion in hot water 
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of 167°, and exposure to hot air of the same temperature, 
was sufficient to destroy the power of germination. When 
the malt has remained from forty to eighty hours in the 
kiln, according to the temperature and quantity of malt 
employed it is cleaned, while still warm it is trodden upon 
by the workmen, in order to break oflF the radicles or 
comminffs. The malt is then passed through the fanners, or 
the rootlets are separated by means of an instrument called 
the harp. The malt thus purified weighs ^ less than the 
raw grain. In Ireland the loss of weight is estimated at •^. 

The real loss may be estimated at 22 per cent. Of this, 
14 parts consist of moisture, and are not peculiar to malt ; 
so that, in reality, a loss of only 8 per cent, is sustained, of 
which IJ disappear in the steep, 3 on the floor, and 3 by the 
eommings, the waste being |. The bulk of the malt is gene- 
rally greater than that of the raw grain ; the average of 
English barley being 105 bushels of malt for 100 grain, and 
that of the bigg 99. The weight, however, of the malt, is 
in the proportion of 76 bushels malt for 100 grain. 

We are now prepared to attend to the change which has 
taken place during the process of malting. The alteration 
which occurs in its chemical composition will be best under* 
stood by a comparison of its analysis before and after 
malting, by Proust. 
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Here we observe that the gum has increased 11 per cent, 
and the sugar 10 per cent., thus affording 21 per cent, of 
additional fermentable matter. The gluten has diminished 
2 per cent. I have little doubt that the original quantity 
of starch ought to have been estimated at 8 per cent., and 
thski hordein consists merely of starch, whose properties are 
obscured by the presence of gluten. The additional gum 
is produced at the expense of the starch, and the sugar 
proceeds first from the starch in the form of gum, and then 
is transformed into sugar. The mode in which this change 
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is operated will be readily understood by a comparison of 
the constitution of these substances: 

STARCH, atoms. GUM. atoms, sugar, atoms. 
Oxygen . . 49-68* - 6 - 53-34=6 - 49-38=5 
Carbon . • 43-55 - 7 - 40 6 - 44-44 6 
Hydrogen . 6-77 - 6-5 - 6-66 6 - 6-18 6 

From this table we can readily see reason for the facility 
with which starch is converted into gum and sugar ; for, 
if we mix 1 part of malt, coarsely ground, with 2 parts 
of starch and 4 of water, adding 14 of boiling water, and 
place the mixture so as to prevent too rapid cooling, the 
liquid tastes very sweet in the course of an hour. 

The alterations which are produced in the atmosphere 
surrounding the grain during these operations are impor- 
tant, and are well illustrated by the late experiments of 
Saussure.f He observed, in all his results, that, in ger- 
mination, azote is uniformly absorbed. Hence, the reason 
is obvious why plants do not vegetate so rapidly in water as 
in the open air, after having been steeped in that fluid. 
324 grains of wheat, previously steeped for 24 hours in rain 
water, were placed in atmospheric air in a close vessel : 
They began to germinate in 17 hours, and, in 21 hours, an 
examination of the air gave the following results : — 

BEFORE EXPERIMENT. AFTER EXPERIMENT. 

Azote . . 9-079 cubic inches. Azote . . 9*047 cub. in. 
Oxygen . 2-431 „ Oxygen . • 2-283 „ 
Carbonic acid 0-150 •• 



11-510 



11-480 
In this experiment -032 azote appears to have been ab- 
sorbed, and -143 oxygen has been removed. Now, the 
carbonic acid produced consists of 109 oxygen, -I--041 car- 
bon. Hence, *034 oxygen must have been absorbed. In 
other cases, however, it was found that the carbonic acid 
exceeded the quantity of oxygen consumed. Germination 
takes place more rapidly in oxygen than in common air, as 
is proved by the following experiment of Saussure : four peas, 

* Bnmner has lately analyzed starch, and found its composition, oxygen 49*428, 
carbon 44*095, hydrogen 6*477. 100 parts of starch, boiled with sulphuric acid 
tind water, were converted into 107*01 parts of dry sugar. — Pogg* ilnn.zziy.S28. 

t Ann. des Sciences Nat« for Nov. 1834. 
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after steeping, weighed 15*43 grs. tn^ ; they were placed 
in oxygen gas. Four other peas of the same weight were 
dissolved in an equal quantity of common air. In 18 hours 
the radicles in the oxygen were '078 inches in length, while 
those in the common air were only beginning to appear. 
16*43 grs. of wheat placed in oxygen for 48 hours possessed 
radicles of -78 inches in length, consumed 15*6 parts of 
oxygen and produced 14*7 carbonic acid ; while in common 
air the radicles were '62 inches long, and, during their 
growth, 12. parts of oxygen and 0*3 azote were consumed, 
and 12*2 carbonic acid generated. From these results it 
may be inferred, 1st, That grain absorbs oxygen in germi- 
nating, whether in pure oxygen or in air, but this absorp- 
tion cannot always be observed in air, because it is concealed 
by the oxygen contained in the carbonic aeid, which the 
azote of the air causes it to develope. 

2. That, in germination, azote is absorbed. 

II. DUTY ON MALT. 

A tax on nialt appears to have been first imposed in the 
reign of Charles I., but was irregularly exacted. In 1697 
a duty of 6d. per bushel was imposed, for two years and a 
half, at a time. Subsequently it was only granted from year 
to year, and hence, was called the annual malt tax. In 
Scotland an attempt was made to establish a similar duty, 
previous to the revolution, which was attended with great 
unpopularity. Malt liquor was, therefore, substituted as a 
subject of taxation. It is a remarkable circumstance in the 
history of the Union, and is one of peculiar interest at the 
present time, that no article in the treaty produced so much 
discussion as that relative to the malt question. De Foe 
tells us, indeed, that the attempt to extend this tax to 
Scotland formed an almost insuperable barrier to the union 
of the two kingdoms. By the employment of smooth words, 
without any decided stipulation against the imposition of 
the duty, however, this objection was overruled. The malt 
tax being considered in the light of a war tax in England, 
was not extended to Scotland till 1713, after the conclusion 
of the peace of Utrecht, when, notwithstanding the exer- 
tions of the Scotch members to obtain justice for their 
country, and in face of the fact which has since been so 



Digitized by 



Google 



1835;] on Malt. 303 

clearlj developed, that the grain of Scotland was inferior to 
that of England, the same duty, it was enacted, after the 
24th of June, should be charged in the two kingdoms. 
The determined resolution of the inhabitants, however, ren- 
dered this attempt at unequal taxation completely abortive ; 
for not only were the officers of excise refused admission to 
survey and charge the duty, but even the justices of the 
peace in all the counties refused to act. 

Matters continued in this state, with injury to the inha- 
bitants, and a dead loss to the revenue, for 12 years. But in 
1725 an act was passed, fixing the Scotch duty at 3d. per 
bushel, or half of that imposed in England ; and the same 
proportion was observed till 1802. The state of the tax 
stands thus from 1760,. when a permanent one was esta- 
blished in addition to the annual one : — 

England Scotland 
1760. Additional permanent duty - - - 3d. IJ 

1779. Additional 16 per cent, of ditto - J ^^ ^ 

1780. Additional permanent duty - - - 6J ^ 3 -^^ 
1787. By the Consolidation Act the 

perpetual tax became - - - 9| 4| |g 

Annual malt tax 6 3 

Total before 1802. ls..3f 7f i% 

In 1802 this tax was increased, and in 1803 a still higher 
charge was laid on, for the maintenance of war. 
The duties then were : 

s. D. 
English barley malt ---.44 

Scotch barley malt 3 8i 

„ bigg malt 3 0| 

The consequence of the attention to the proper propor- 
tioning of the malt duty in the two kiQgdoms, was that, 
instead of the trifling proceeds of 1726, the average of the 
malt made annually in Scotland in the 10 years preceding 
1803, was 1,924,746 bushels, aflforditig a revenue of about 
£137,868. 

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the various modification^ 
which the law subsequently underwent. It is proper, how- 
ever to state, that in 1826, an enactment was introduced, 
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by which malted barley became chargeable with a duty of 
2s. 7d., and malted bear and bigg of 2s. per bushel. 

The following table gives the quantity of spirit produced 
from grain and malt, and the quantity of grain consumed^ 
from October 1833, to 1834. 

GRAIN. MALT. 

England- - - - 4,807,328 gals. 

Scotland- 3,183,760 6,002,422 gals. 

Ireland 8,749,794 66,703 



Total grain spirits 16,740,872 6,068,126 gals. 

Total malt „ 6,068,126 



Total to 10th Oct. 1834. 22,808,997 gals. 

6,696,344 bushels of grain are consumed in the produc- 
tion of spirits in the three kingdoms, and 2,427,248 bushels 
of malt. 



Article VIII. 

ANALYSES OF BOOKS. 

The Transactions of the Linnean Society of London. 
vol. xvii. part 2d, 1836. 

The contents of this portion of the Transactions are : 

11. A commentary on the fourth part of the Hortus Malabaricus. 
By (the late) fVancis Hamilton^ M.D. &c. 

12. Memoir on the degree of selection exercised by plants^ with 
regard to the earthy constituents presented to their absorlnng surfaces. 
By Charles Daubeny, M.D. &c. 

13. Review of the order of Hydrophylleae. By George Bentham, 
Esq. &c. 

14. On Diopsis^ a genus of Dypterous Insects^ with descriptions of 
twenty-one species. By J. O. Westwood, Esq. &c. 

The fact that about two-thirds of the half volume now before us 
are occupied with the fourth part of Dr. Hamilton's Commentary, 
which, however valuable, has ahready obtained its full share of the 
pages of the Linnean Transactions^ must excite regret in those who 
are desirous for the prosperity of this very respectable Society, that 
its moderate funds should be thus drained^ when a contribution from 
the ample means which it is well known the author possessed, could 
have so readily dispensed with this burden. 

The object of the commentary is to remove the discordances in the 
nomenclature of Indian botany, particularly with regard to the adap- 
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tation of the native to the scientific names. The difficulties attending 
such an attempt are very numerous and complicated ; because the 
native names are often indiscriminately applied to various species^ 
when the latter approach each other in character or quality ; and^ in 
the east^ where the vegetable kingdom is ransacked in all departments 
for the purpose of supplying a materia medica to the native physicians, 
these obstacles become more multifarious and perplexing than in 
more civilized parts of the earthy where^ however, it may be alleged 
that the physical properties of plants are undervalued. Dr. Hamilton 
is inclined to consider the native names properly applied as exhibited 
in the following columns, which we have drawn up for the benefit of 
our friends in India, where our Journal is already perused : 



Manga domestica 
Catappa sylvestris 
Myristica Malabarica 
Barringtonia racemosa 
Stravadium acutangulum 
Holigama longifolia 
Terminalia, or > rp^^ 
Myrobalanus S 
Rumphia tilioefolia 
Limonia monophylla ? 
Randia virosa 
Limonia acidissima 
Vateria Indica 
Lansium ? 

Alangium decapetalum 
Hamiltonia ? 
Sapindus emarginatus 
Duabanga Sonneratoides 
Lagerstroemia hirsuta 
Eleocarpus perincara 
Mimusops hexandra ? 
Alangium tomentosum 
Theka temifolia 
Webera corymbosa 
Clerodendrum aerratum 
Cynometra ramiflora 
Rhus Odina 
Garuga pinnata^ 
Schinus Saheria? 
„ Niara 

Papjrrius, or > inteinifolia 

Brdussonetia \ ^®»"* 

Vitex leucoxylon 

Gordia? 

Galophyllum inophyllum ? 

„ Calaba ? 

Celtis orientalis 
,, Amboiensis 

VOL. II. 



Mango Maoy or Mau 
Ada maram 
Panem palka 
Samstravadi 
Tsjeria Samstravadi 
Katou Tsjerou 

Tani 

Tsjem Tani 

Mai naregam 

Catu naregam 

Tsjerou Catou naregam 

Paenoe^ Paenu 

Nyalel 

Angolam, or Alangi 

Idou MouUi 

Poerinsii 

Duyabanga Adamboe ? 

Catou Adamboe ? 

Perin Cara 

Manil Cara 

Dhela 

Theka 

Katou Theka 

Tsjerou Theka 

Iripa 

Kalesjam 

Catu Calesjam 

Ben Calesjam 

Niyar 

Ponga 

Karil 

Vidi maram 
Ponna 

Tsjerou ponna 
Mallam Toddali 
Tilayi 
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Celtis Acata 
Zizyphus Mauritiana 
Melaistoma aspera 

,, Malabathrica ? 
Avicennia Oepata 
Guettarda ? 

Samjda Canziala 

,, pisdcida 

„ glabra 

Sapium Indicum 

Melia integerrima 

Camunium Bengeleuse ^ 

Bergera integerrima 

Olea dioica 

Agyneja multaloculaiis 

Physalis Sueunda 

Anddesma ^ylanica 
3, paniculata 

Callicarpa ? 

Azalea ? 

Scaevola taccada 
„ lobelia } 
„ Modagam^ 

Sterculia guttata I 
„ Balanghas \ 



Acata 

Perim Toddali 

KadaU 

Katou Kadali 

Oepata 

Rava Pou 

Kanjiala, Anavinga 



Lobajang 

Corondi 

Bengiriy HurmaTi 

Ana Bepou 

Bepu 

Ban Kongeha 

Kari Vetti 

Pee Vetti 

Sugunda 

NoeliTaU 

Amri 

Poutaletsje 

Modagam 

Taccada 

Bella? 

Ramena Pua or 
Pou Maram? 



According to Hamilton^ tbe Valeria Indica produces the gum 
anime which Dr. Roxburgh says is termed in commerce^ East 
Indian Copal. Schindler tens us that there are three kinds of Copal : 

1. The East Indian, or African Copal, is the brightest and softest, 
and affords the best varnish. It is sometimes called ball copal. 

2. The second variety is called West Indian or American Copal, 
being derived from the Antilles, Mexico, and North America, and is 
procured, according to Martius and Hayne, from different species of 
Hymenea, Trachylobium, and Vouapa. It is termed stone copal, 
and is yellower than the preceding kind* It comes to us in hard, 
flat pieces, weighing about three ounces. It is less easily melted than 
the preceding variety, and seldom contains insects. 3. The third 
variety is also termed West Indian copal, but might be mistaken for 

, the tirst species, as it occurs in the form of convexo*concave pieces, 
eight ounces in weight. Taste aromatic. Melting point between 
that of the two preceding. Fresh oil of rosemary dissolves the first 
in any proportion. Fresh oil of turpentine dissolves the first variety 
completely, but only dissolves a small portion of the other two, after 
long digestion. The action of alcohol is similar. Schindler terms 
the last species, for the sake of distinction, insect copaL 

These facts I consider it proper to bring forward, because Dr. Ha- 
milton denies that copal comes from India. Now, this opinion is at 
variance with the statement of Retzius, who called it Maeocarpus 

* PBarm. Centralblatt and ErdmanundSchweigger — Seidal'8joi]ni.iY.149. 
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copoUs/nnM, because it ttffiMc^dtkegomcqwL Dr. Bnxlmri^ alleges 
also that the redn of the Paenoe is called East India oopal. Mr. 
Tumbull of Mirzapour informed Dr. Hamilton that some which he 
sent home for trial woald not sell for copal, although it was allowed 
to be anime, ." The real copal and anime/' he adds, " are American 
productions." The resin of the Paenoe, or Dupa (Vatena Indies) 
was probably used by the Brahmans of Malabar as an incense. The 
Paenoe is one of the finest ornamental trees in India ; and in the 
province of Canara it is usually planted in rows by the sides of 
highways, making remarkably fine avenues. The statement of Mr. 
Tumbull is not conclusive, because he does not state that its rejection 
was the consequence of chemical examination. 



The paper of Dr. Daubeny, who is professor of both the very 
extensive sciences of chemistry and botany, is devoted to an account 
of some researches carried on in prosecution of the curious facts 
pointed out by Schrader and others, who found that there was some 
reason to conclude that plants^ in their assimilating processes, pro- 
duced silica. 

Their method of proceeding was first to burn the seeds and ascer- 
tain the quantity and nature of the residual earthy matter; then to 
sow a given portion of similar seeds in sulphur : and then to ascertain 
the nature of the earths contained in the ashes of the plant. Dr. 
Daubeny employed different soils, and instituted a comparison be- 
tween the effects of each. The materials of the soils were sulphate 
of strontian, Carara marble, sea sand^ and mould. The results do not 
appear to lead to any new inference. The author, however, con- 
cludes ^* that the roots of plants do, to a certain extent at least, pos- 
sess a power of selection, and that the earthy constituents which form 
the basis of their solid parts, are determined as to quality by some 
primary law of nature, although their amount may depend upon the 
more or less abundant supply of the principles presented to them 
from without." 



The order Hydrophylleae was first pojinted out by Mr. Brown, 
in his ProAromus Flor. Nov, Holl. under which he included the 
genera Hydrophyllum, Ph/icelia et Ellisia, and afterwards added 
Nemophila ami Eutoca. Mr. Bentham, in the present paper, describes 
forty species belonging to these five genera, and a new one which he 
terms Emmenanthe, They sdl differ from their nearest allies, the 
Borragineae, in the capsular point, and copious albumen, and the 
structure of the ovaium. In the Hydrophyllum, Nemophila, and 
Ellisia, the placents are broad, fleshy, line the whole ovarium, ad- 
here at the top and basis only, being free firom the parietes, and bear 
on their inner surface, each of them, from two to sixteen ovulae, 
placed in two vertical rows, one on each side of the central line. 

In Eutoca^ Phacelia and Emmenanthe the placentae are linear, 
or slightly dilated, and adhere more or less to the parietes along, their 
central line, bearing on their inner surface from two to fiflty or sixty 
ovulae. 

x2 
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I. HydrofJiyUum comprehends the roedes, 1. AppendictUatum, 
from the Alleghanies ; 2. Canadense ; 3. Virginicum ; 4. Macro- 
pkyLlum, near the Columbia. 

IT. Ellisia. L Nyctelea, Potowmac and Missouri ; 2. Ambigtia, 
Missouri ; 3. Metnl>ranacea California ; 4. Crysanthemifdia 
California ; 5. Mierocalyx ; 6. Ranunculacea. 

III. Nemophila. l.^ Pavifiora Columbia ; 2. Pedunculata 
Columbia; 3. Phaceloides ; 4. Aurita California; 5. Insigms 
California; 6. Metiziezii, 

IV. £utoca. 1. Douglasii California; 2. Cumingii Chili; 
3. Brachyloba California ; 4. Mexicana ; 5. Parviflora Pensyl- 
vania; 6. Loasaefolia California; 7. FrarMinii; 8. Memiezii 
California; 9. Bericea ; 10. Grandiflora California; 11. Divari- 
ccUa California ; 12. Phaceloides California. 

V. Phacelia. 1. Maivaefolia California; 2. Brachyantia ChU^; 
3. Cincinata Columbia ; 4. Integrifolia Platte ; 5. CilicUa Cali- 
fornia; 6. /^amo^tmma California I 7. Tanetcetijolia CaMon^; 
8. JBijnnni/f/^da Alleghanies ; 9. Ftmbriata Kentucky; 10. Hir^ 
suta; 11. Glabra. 

VI. Emmenanthe Pendulifiora California. 

Of these species 19 were sent from the western parts of North 
America^ by the indefatigable Mr. Douglas^ who^ unfortunately, lost 
his life in the Sandwich Islands, during the prosecution of his bota- 
nical researches. 



The chief interest of the genus Diopsis arises from the extraordi- 
nary elongation of the sides of the head into two cylindrical homs^ 
which^ in some instances, are as long as the whole body^ and at the 
extremity of which^ the eyes, of a semi-globular form, are placed. 
The antennae, also, are inserted near the extremity of these protu- 
berances, at a short distance before the eyes. These horns, at first 
sight, might be mistaken for antennae, but they are inarticulated at 
the base, as well as along the surface ; they have, therefore, no inde- 
pendent motion, their movements being, necessarily, accompanied by 
those of the whole head. When, however, we recollect that they 
contain not only the infinity of nerves of the compound eyes at their 
extremities, but also those producing the sensation, of which the an- 
tennae are the seat, we can easily imagine how necessary it is that 
the means of communication with the remainder of the head should 
be unbroken by articulation. Mr. Westwood describes 21 species: 
1. /cAn^nmonea Guinea. 2. Collaris Senegal. 3. Pallida. 4 
Nis;ra Sierra Leone. 5. Apicalis Sierra Leone. 6. Tenuipes 
Senegal. 7* Indica Bengal. 8. Assimilis. 9. Abdomirialis. 
10. Fumtpennis, Senegal 11. Puncti^er West Africa. 12. Sig- 
nata Sierra Leone. 13. Fanciaia, 14. Concolor West Africa. 
15. Macrophthalma Sierra Leone. 16. Thoracica West Africa. 
17. Obscura Sierra Leone. 18. Confusa Congo, Sumatra. 19. 
iJaJmonni Java. 20. Sffkesii East Indies. 21. Brevicomis 
Pennsylvania. 

This paper is illustrated by engravings of twenty figures. 
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Article IX. 

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 

I. — British Association. — Continued from page 224, 
Anatomy and Medicine. 

Monday y August \Oth. — Dr Graves read a paper on the employ- 
ment of chloride of soda* in fever. This preparation was first em- 
ployed internally in l827i by Dr. Read. The author began to use 
it in 1832^ and has found it a powerful remedy. It is most advise- 
able in collapse following re-action^ to the extent of 15 or 20 drops 
of the saturated solution in an ounce of camphor mixture, and re- 
peated every 4th hour. Its use is to be avoided in re-action, and 
when any symptom of local inflammation is present. The beneficial 
efibcts are evident in its warding ofi* inflammation of the tympanum^ 
restoring the secretions, especially of the skin, mucous membranes 
and liver. A letter was read from Dr. Stokes, in which this remedial 
agent was highly approved of. 

2. Dr. Houston explained the provisions in the structure of diving 
animals, by which they are enabled to undergo emersion in water. 
He argued that no state in which animals can be placed is so inju- 
rious as that where respiration is suspended, and that whales which 
can remfun 20 minutes under water, as well as all diving animals, 
have a temporary provision established by means of the great size 
and complexity of the veinous system, especially in the right cavi- 
ties of the heart, vens cavae, hepatic veins, and those of the abdomen 
and spinal canal. The observations were illustrated by preparations. 

Tuesday^ August lUA.— Mr. Harrison read the report of the 
Dublin Committee on the motions and sounds of the heart. It con- 
sisted of three divisions. The first detailed a number of experiments, 
which were made for the purpose of elucidating the motions of the 
heart. The second part was devoted to the results of an experimen- 
tal inquiry into the causes of the sounds of the heart ; and the third 
consisted of inferences deduced during the examination of the various 
phenomena. The experiments were instituted on calves. On re- 
moving the sternum the heart was observed to beat with a vibratory 
motion on longitudinal axis, 80 pulsations in a minute, the apex of 
ventricles becoming elevated on their contraction ; the auricles swelled 
up, then subsided, and the ventricles contracted. The prolonged 
and dull sound of the heart began and terminated with the contrac- 
tion of the ventricles, and was instantly succeeded by the second sound 
sharp and quick. When the heart was laid on a table the flrst sound 
was distinct, the second absent. When the semilunar valves were 
confined in close apposition with the walls of the vessels, the second 
sound was lost. The flrst sound, it wns concluded, arose from the 
flow of the blood over the rough surfaces of the sides of the ventricles, 
increased by the muscular contraction. The second sound was attri- 
buted to the elasticity of the coats of the arteries, in connexion with 
the heart, and depends upon the semilunar valves. 

* From the experiments of Balard we may infer, that this compound congists of 
chlorite of soda, and chloride of sodium. — Edit. 
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Dr. Williams gave an account of similar experiments. His deduc- 
tions were coincident. 

Wednesdatfy \2lh August, — 4. Dr. McDonnell read a paper on 
the pulse and breathing. He affirmed^ that the number of pulsations 
varies with the posture. This he terms the differential pulse. 
When it is absent, it may be concluded that diseased action is present. 
The pulse of the foetus is very slow, and is doubled at birth. He 
concludes, that as little inconvenience is experienced by considerable 
fluctuations in the quantity of carbonic acid exhaled from the lungs 
that the decarbonization of the blood is the least important part of 
respiration. 

5. Dr. Harrison read a paper on '* Bones in the heart of Rumi- 
nantia." He exhibited specimens of bones obtained from the heart 
of the common ox, and shewed that they were not accidental ossifica- 
tions, but are constantly present. They exist also in the calf. They 
have not been detected either in the horse or the stag. Their prin- 
cipal uses appear to be to preserve the patency of the aorta, to serve ' 
as a fixed ppint of action to the muscular fibres, to prevent the ven- 
tricles from being totally closed, and to protect the large sinuses from 
the powerful resiliance of the aorta. 

6. Mr. Houston described the habits of the Cistocircus tenui- 
collts, a hydatid found in living animals, but especially in the omen- 
tum of the deer. They are enclosed in cysts to which they do not 
adhere. The specimen exhibited, possessed a head with a long nar- 
row neck and caudal vesicle. The author considers that the opinion 
which asserts that the antazoa are the consequence of disease is un- 
supported by any facts. 

Dr. Harrison stated that he had found these animals pervading 
the muscles of voluntary motion, each animalcula being coiled upon 
itself in about two whorls, and enveloped in a white capsule. A spe- 
cimen of the biceps muscle was exhibited which was completely studded 
with them. Muscles in which these exist are invariably wasted. 

7* Dr. Jacob read a paper on the mammary glands in cetaces, in 
which he controverted the opinions of St. Hilaire, and proved that the 
process of suction can be performed under water. Hence, it is un- 
necessary to suppose that the subcuticular muscle assists by pressing 
on the gland. 

8. Dr. Collins read a report of the Lying-in-Hospital. 

9. Sir James Murray read a paper on atmospheric pressure as a 
remedial agent. 

Thursday idth, — 10. A report was read from Dr. Roupell on 
the effects of poisons upon the stomach. 

1 1. Dr. Alison read a paper on the state of the arteries in inflam- 
mation. He deduced from his experiments that the arteries in the 
seat of inflammation are weakened and dilated, while those in the 
immediate neighbourhood are in a state of increased action. 

12. Mr. Walton described an operation practised by him for the 
cure of caries in the bones of the foot — consisting in a removal of 
the lateral half of the foot. 

13. Dr. Stokes read a paper on the diagnosis between accumula- 
tions in the chest of fluids and of air, in which he pointed out a new 
ground of distinction arising from paralysis of the respiratory mus- 
eles, in consequence of the inflammation existing near ihem. 
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14. Dr. Kennedy on purulent opthalmia. 

15. Dr. Perry on the analogy between typhus ever and scarlatina. 

16. Mr. L'Estrange exhibited an improvement on the calculo- 
fractor for lithotiity. 

17. Dr. Corrigan rec^ a paper on the nature of the bellows sound 
of the heart and arteries— -he attributes its production to the changes 
occasioned by disease^ on the velocity and mode in which the Uood 
flows throu^ the vessels. 

Friday 14. — 18. Dr. O'Beime on his views of the functions of 
the bowels. 

10. Dr. Osborne made some observations on the effect of cold on 
the human body^ contending that this influence has been too much 
overlooked. He described an instrument by which the relative tem- 
peratures of air and water in different states of motion and rest may 
be testc*d, and thdr effects shewn in such states upon human health. 

20. Mr. Hutton described a case of disease of the brain attended 
with idiocy and congenital dislocation of the hip joint. 

21. Mr. Adams on aneurism by anastomosis. 

22. Mr. Snow Harris exhibited the bones of the hip joint of the 
celebrated commedian^ Charles Matthews> who was supposed to have 
sustained a fracture of the neck of the thigh bone by a fall from a 
gig many years ago ; he walked after the accident, but subsequently 
after long confinement in bed, the limb became shortened. Con- 
siderable difference of opinion existed with regard to the nature of 
the disease^ but it appeared to be most generally admitted that it 
was disease of the joint. A committee was appointed to examine 
into the nature of the case. 

23. Dr. Handyside gave an abstract of experiments made to de- 
termine the respective powers of the lymphatics, lac teals and veins 
in carrying on absorption from the integral surfaces oi the body. 

Botany and Zoology. — Monday, lOth AugusU — Mr. Niven 
explained a natural arrangement of plants. Mr. Ball exhibited 
specimens of the Pentieranus Europaeus and Beroe ovatus. Mr. 
Babington stated that he had found a new species of Seirpus abun- 
dantly near Holyhead. This plant Dr. Graham mentioned he had 
found in Galloway. Dr. Graham found also the Orchis Pyramidalis 
in Ghdloway ; and Dr. Knapp observed it in Fife. Mr. Babin^n 
stated that in general three species of Ranunculus, yiz,, aquattlis, 
palustris, and cirdnatus, were confounded with aquatilis; and that 
Reichenbach made three species out of Orchis bifolia, two of which 
were natives of Great Britain, and were distinguished by the form 
of the anthers, the one being round, the other longitudinal. 

Dr. Drummond observed that the common Qcrdias was vivipa- 
rous ; when placed in water with a common newt, it twined itself 
round the animal and killed it. 

A letter from Mr. Hamilton of Mexico was read, describing some 
new plants. 

Dr. Coulter mentioned that he had seen a species of Veratrum, 
not the sabadilla, called by the natives the Indian's root, prove suc- 
cessful in dyspepsia. 

Tuesday, Wth. — Mr. Mackay exhibited several specimens of bog 
timber, consisting of Scotch fir, which was found eighteen feet under 



Digitized by 



Google 



312 Scientific Intelligence, [Oct. 

the surface, and some portions which seemed to have been charred 
when they fell. 

Dr. Jacob read a paper on the infra-orbital cavities existing in the 
deer and antelope. 

Wednesday, I2th, — Mr. Nicol read a •communication on the 
structure of the horizon al branches of the conifers. 

Dr. Neil described some facts in relation to a landrail in Orkney, 
which appear to favour the idea of hybernation ; when exposed to 
the heat of a fire it was restored^ but soon afterwards died. 

Dr. Daubeny made some observations on the exhalation of mois- 
ture from the leaves of plants ; on the combined influence of- heat 
and light ; and on the effect of heat without light. 

Mr. Marshal read a communication on the Zoology of Rathlin. 

Professor Allman described a natural arrangements of plants. 

Thursday, \3th, — Mr Sturge detailed the discovery of a toad 
in' a fragment of sandstone at Park-gardens, Coventry, (see Records, 
voL ii. p. 235.) Mr. Mackay stated that the toad existed at Killfir- 
ney, in the county of Kerry. 

Dr. Barry gave an account of some observations on the apparent 
colours of the sky. 

Mr. Mackay noticed the great age of the yew, and produced a 
section, which proved that the tree from whence it was taken was 
above five hundred years old. The variety called Flourincourt, he 
stated, is a native of Ireland. He read a list of plants peculiar to 
Ireland, amounting to about thirty in number. 

A method was mentioned by a member^ of preserving the spines of 
the echinus, viz., by immersion in a solution of muriate of lime. 

8tatistics,~^M(mday, \Oth Aus^ust, — Dr. Maunsell read a paper 
on the Foundling Hospital of Dublin. The number of children 
received between 1798 and 1831 was 51^523; of these 700 were 
immediately restored to their parents, and 12,153 died on being 
taken into the nursery, whose deaths must be attributed to expo- 
sure; of the remaining 38,670, there died before reaching their 
ninth year 16,976, but 8,278 were lost sight of between their 1st 
and I4th year ; 1050 were retained from affection by their nurses. 
The total number alive at the 9th year was 12,832. In 1822 the 
restrictions placed on the admission of foundlings were very favoura- 
ble to life ; of 2,339, 14 were claimed by their parents, and 131 
retained from affection by their nurses; the deaths were 1030, and 
the survivors at the 9th year 1295. 

Tuesday, llth. — Mr. Langton read a report on the state of 
education at Manchester. The number of scholars in that borough 
is 43,304: of 'whom 10,108 attend day and evening schools only ; 
10,011 attend both day and Sunday schools; 23,185 attend Sunday 
schools only. The population of the town is above 200,000 : hence 
the number receiving instruction is 21*65 per cent., and of those 
attending day and evening schools about 10 per cent. The whole 
number of children between 5 and 15 years is 55,000 (J of the 
whole population). Now, 43,000 are receiving instruction, but 
10,000 of these may be above 15 and below 5 ; therefore there are 
only 33,000 out of 50,000 receiving instruction. He stated that 
the parliamentary returns were very inaccurate, and he gave a most 
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mdanclioly picture of the state of tbe sdiools in the town, especially 
of the ignorance of tWtenchers. 

The Ber. Mr. Stanley stated that he had lately made a tour in the 
west of Ireland^ and had found the quantity and quality of instruc- 
tion^ ahove the common av«nige of England. He could not forbear 
mmikaoamg that he had been much pleased with the sound and scrip- 
tural answers received from the boys^ in a school exclusively Catholic 

Mr. Gregg read a report on the social statistics of the Netherlands. 

Dr. Qeland's paper on the Glasgow Bridewell was then read. 
During the year there have been (exclusive of 356 that remained 
2d August, 1833) 1967 persons committed, and 2030 liberated, 
leaving 293 confined on id August, 1834. Besides £116 5s. 3d. 
paid to inmates, the produce of the work performed during the year 
maintained all the prisoners, with a surplus of 40H. 14s. ild., 
which goes to lessen the expenses of wages, &c A deficiency of 
590/. 108. divided by 1697> shews that the net expense to the public 
for every committal is ds,, the average period of residence being 
59j days. The prisoners work twelve hours daily ; one-half sleep 
in hammocks in their cells ; the other half have separate sleeping 
places. Dr. Cleland is of opinion that solitary confinement is much 
superior to a silent system. 

Wednesday, I2th, — Colonel Sykes read a paper on the compara- 
tive state of the Deccan under the Peishwa and the company, dew- 
ing that under the latter, the condition of the people had been much 
ameliorated. 

Dr. Maunsell read a paper on the Dublin Foundling Hospital. 

Mr. Babbage read a communication on the effect of co-operative 
shops. The workmen of Mr. Strutt of Derby, formed a joint-stock 
shop for the sale of necessaries among themselves, and continued the 
practice from 1818 to 1832, when it failed. The sale was greatest 
during the fourth year, and the profit greatest at first. The cause 
of failure was attributed to ignorance of mercantile affairs, and bribery 
on the part of the wholesale dealers. 

Thursday, JSth. — Colonel Sykes read a paper on the state of 
education in the Deccan, from which it appeared that the Hindoos 
were more anxious to profit by European instruction than the 
Mahometans. 

The Bev. Mr. Stanley read a paper on the religious attendance 
and state of education in his own parish, that of Alderly in Cheshire. 
He stated that ^^^ of the whole population attend Sunday schools, 
^ day schools, ^ morning, J^ evening service, and ^ communicate. 
There are no dissenters in the parish. 

Dr. Reid detailed a plan for the early instruction of children in 
physics. 

Friday, I4th* — Mr, Babbage read an abstract of the ordnance 
survey of the parish of Templemore and city of Londonderry. He 
considered it a perfect model for a statistical report. 

Dr. Jones read a paper on the condition of the Irish Lunatic 
Asylum. 

Mr. Fox read a paper on the punishment of death in Norway and 
Belgium, from which it was inferred that violent crimes diminish in 
proportion to the rarity of executions. 
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11. — Anatcise^ Naphthaline^ Bi-Caicareo Carbanaie of 
Sarytesy Chemical Symbols. 

Thb followino^ remarks are from a very intelligent conespondent 
Bath, dated September I9th : — 

" Sir, — Permit me to thank you for having presented the scientific 
public with the Records of General Science. I am glad so much 
attention is paid in the work to the progress of chemistry and mine- 
ralogy, sciences which, in my humble opinion, have been much ne- 
glected in the other periodicals. As a very humble labourer in the 
field, I have to communicate a little information on one or two 
points, of which you are at liberty to make what use you please. 

1 . The accompanying specimen (of which I beg your acceptance) 
was sold to me some years ago, by Mr. Kennard, the mineral dealer, 
who called it anatase, and said that its locality was the neighbourhood 
of Dartmoor. Some time af^rwards a friend brought me another spe- 
cimen, labelled Titanium, Virtuous Lady, Tavistock. Its external 
characters correspond with those of anatase, as mentioned by Phillips 
in his mineralogy, 3rd edition, 1823. He mentions that " the Comte 
de Boumon cites a crystal on granite from Cornwall, as being in his 
own collection." The matrix of the present specimen is chlorite, 
and in another specimen it is accompanied by spathose iron and cop- 
per pyrites. If it be anatase, it is weU worth while to notice it as 
a new and English locality of that rare mineral. 

2. I have also sent a mass presented to me by Mr. Lake, the intel- 
ligent superintendant of our Coal Gas Works, and which proves that 
napthaline is the product, sometimes of a Coal Gas work, as well as 
of an Oil Gas one. (Mr. Connell has mentioned an instance of the 
latter in No. 26 of Jameson's Philosophical Journal). It was found 
in the principal main to a distance of between two and three hun- 
dred yards from the station On exposing it to a slight heat, the 
crystals of naphthaline are sublimed, and may be collected in a glass 
bell, beautifully white. My attention was first attracted to the 
matter by observing the wires which had been introduced into the 
main to remove the obstructions existing in them, covered with a 
white shining substance resembling flakes of spermaceti, and soiled 
with a brown fluid, containing (I suppose) some of the substances 
described by Runge in your first number. There was a considerable 
quantity of it in the main, and much trouble was occasioned in get- 
ting rid of it, as boiling water would scarcely touch it. 

3. I would put the fvdlowing query. Is not the new form of 
baryto-calcite described by Mr. Johnston in the January number of 
the Philosophical Magazine for this year, identical with the bical- 
careo^carbonate of bastes of Dr. T. Thomson } I have a specimen 
of the latter, and am in hopes of obtaining one of the former. The 
external form appears to me to be the same, and it is possible Mr. 
J. may have made a mistake in the exact determination of the con- 
stituents. As the dimorphism of baryto-caldte rests upon the de- 
termination of this point, I thought it not amiss to throw it out for 
consideration." 

Note. — 1. I have examined the mineral specimen which my corre- 
pondent has been so very obliging as to send me, and find it to possess 
all the characters of anatase. 
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2» The occurrence of naptbaline in a coal gag work is not new^ as 
it was first obtained from that source. 

3. The suggestion of my correspondent in reference to the iden- 
tity of bical^ureo carbonate ci barytes, and the new form of bazyto- 
caldte described by Mr. J<^n8ton> I consider t» bequite correct. A 
fkaS^st^maoag^mm^ flndft to ta» mmadiately after the publication of 
the paper in the ^' Records." I am glad to have an opportunity of 
noticing the circumstance^ because I observe that Mr. Johnston's 
paper^ in which he draws inferences in support of a peculiar thecnry, 
has been translated into the German journals. An oppoittmity is 
thus suggested to him of repeating his analysis^ SRid corroborating 
his first result or eoBceedng hu error. 

I may take this opportunity of remarking upon the observations of 
another correspondent who has been so good as to favour me with 
some useful hints^ that the object in emplo3ring italics to represent 
the oxides of iron in the cases referred to> was merely to draw a dis- 
tinction between that base when umted with acids and when united 
with sulphur. Again^ when only one compound of a base and 
oxygen is found in the mineral kingdom, it seems unnecessary to 
characterize it, as far as mineralogy is concerned, further than as being 
in union with oxygen. 

The propriety of adopting Berzelius's symbols, by which I under- 
stand the points for oxygen, the commas for sulphur^ &c. appears at 
present problematical, as they open the way for a kind of practical 
alchemy, are only used by his own pupils, and a few others, and will 
be of no service except in inorganic chemistry. Is not SO* for sul- 
phuric acid, and Fe S for sulphuret of iron much more intelligible, 

and less liable to be mistaken by the printer or reader than S or Pe. 
This plan of attaching a new signification to the instruments of 
punctuation may lead, and has led to great abuses, while the mere 
employment of initial letters and figures is not likely to do so. I 
should be glad to hear the arguments of those who are interested in 
the question, in reference to these two kind of symbols. It is only 
by a public discussion that any chance of settling the point can be 
anticipated. Let this be done concisely, and it will be readily dis- 
covered upon which side the strength of argument lies ; we shall then 
be able to present our readers with a useful set of tables. 



III. — Blue Velvet Copper. 
(To the Editor of the Records of General Science. 

Sir, — Kupfersamniterz, the blue velvet copper, is quoted by Mr. 
Allan (Manual, p. 84) as " principally from Moldawa on the Ban- 
nat." " From its extreme rarity, the characters of the species have 
not yet been accurately ascertained." When this shall have been 
done, it will probably be found not entitled to rank as a distinct spe- 
cies. It is occasionally raised in Cornwall, and one or more Cornish 
specimens is placed in every respectable collection in that county, 
amongst the arseniates of copper, though it may not, perhaps, have 
been correctly analyzed. But in the Scorrier collection is a good suite of 
this species, appearing to connect it with Strahlertz, the oblique pris- 
matic arseniate. The suite runs from a fine smalt-blue velvety tu- 
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bercular coating, up to crystals, 0,25 in length, and 0,01 diameter, 
with distinct brilliant faces, and a rich Berlin blue colour. The 
connecting specimens of Strahlertz are in fibrous radiating tubercles, 
the fibres not much inferior in dimensions to the last-mentioned ; of 
similar hue within, and almost black on the convex tubercular sur- 
face : the series passing on from this gradually through the other 
varieties of StraUertz. If the measurements shall be found to agree 
with those of Strahlertz, it would be enough to settle the question, 
without sacrificing any of this rare substance for analysis. P. 



IV. — Para-morphine and Pseudo-morphine. 

These two substances were obtained by Pelletier in treating opium 
with lime and ammonia. The first is white, soluble with difficulty 
in water, very soluble in ether and alcohol, even without heat, pos- 
sessing an acrid and st3rptic taste. By evaporation it crystallizes in 
needles ; weak acids dissolve it ; alkalies precipitate it from its solu- 
tions. An excess of alkali does not re-dissolve the precipitate; its 
solution in acids never afibrds crystals ; yellow plates are procured on 
evaporation. It freezes at 160l« (302oF.) and does not volatilize ^t 
a higher temperature, but decomposes, giving out azotic products. 
It differs from morphine, in not reddening concentrated nitric add, 
in not forming crystallizable salts with the adds, and in not pro- 
ducing a blue colour with the salts of iron. It approaches codeine 
in its solubility in alcohol and ether, and by its alkaline nature, but 
it differs in not crystallizing in large crystals, in not forming crys- 
taUizable salts, and in bdng always predpitated from its add solu- 
tions by ammonia. It has no analogy with meconine and narceine. 
It resembles in some degree narcotine, but the taste, fusibility, and 
solubility in alcohol are sufficient to distinguish them. 

Pseudo-morphine is almost insoluble in water, alcohol, and 
ether, yet alcohol of sp. gr. *837 dissolves a little of it ; potash and 
soda dissolve it in great quantity. By saturating the alkalies with 
an acid, the matter precipitates. Concentrated sulphuric acid ren- 
ders it brown, and decomposes it. Concentrated nitric acid acts upon 
it as upon morphine, converting it into oxalic acid. A very intense 
blue colour is produced when it is brought in contact with the salts 
of iron, espedally the muriated peroxide, which disappears with an 
excess of acid. The same salt dissolves it in considerabble quantity, 
forming a fine blue solution, which becomes green by the application 
of heat ; ammonia produces a slight precipitation in this solution, 
and gives it a red colour. When heated in the fire it softens and 
decomposes. Distilled in a retort it gives oil and acidulous water, 
from which potash disengages ammonia, and leaves charcoal. The 
constituents of the two substances compared with morphine are, 

Para-morphine. Pseudo-morphine Morphine. 
Carbon .... 71-310 - 52-74 - 72-340 
Oxygen .... 17*992 - 3737 - ^^ 16299 
Hydrogen . . . 6-290 - 5-81 - 6-366 

Azote .... 4.408 - 4-08 - 4-995 

(Joum. de Chim. Medic, i. 449. 2nd Series.) 
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V. — Massy Iridium, by Gustav Rose. 
In the ix. vol. s. 1. and s. 96, of Schweigger's Jahrhuah fur 
Chemie and Physik, Breitbaupt describes grains which were dis- 
tinguished in the Uralian Platinum^ and possess the highest specific 
gravity of any known substance. 

The grains are round and full of small cavities, and sometimes 
assume the appearance of crystallization. Breithaupt considers them 
frwnents of octahedrons. Their cleavages are in three directions. 

The grains possess a strong metallic lustre ; externally their colour 
is silvery white, which passes into yellow ; internally they are silver 
white, passing into platinum gray. 

Their hardness is between that of felspar and glassy. They po- 
' lish the best file> and are consequently harder than all known metals 
and metallic compounds. They are but slightly ductile. The 
specific gravity of several grains which weighed together 0*1035 
drachms^ Breithaupt found to be 23*646. The density of two single 
grains which weighed 0*03875 and 0*0404 drachms (about 0*14 
and 0*136 grms or 2*167 and 2*008 £. grains,) he found to be 
21-527 and 22*494. 

Breithaupt and Lampadius found by examination that these grains 
consisted of iridium, with very little osmium, from which circum- 
stance the new mineral was termed massy iridium. 

Last summer Professor Schiller came from Freiberg to Berlin, 
and brought with him a grain which Breithaupt stated to agree with 
those described. Schiiler allowed Gustav Rose to take the specific 
eravity. He found it 21*85, the temperature of the water being 
12' R. (59° F.); its absolute weight was 0-284 grms. (4.082 grs.) 
It resembled in appearance another srain which Rose had found 
among a portion of osmium-iridium from Newiansk in Ural. He 
took the specific gravity of this also. Its absolute weight was 0*2622 
grms ; its specific gravity 22*800 at 59^ F. 

The grain was originally larger, but Rose had broken off a portion 
to ascertain whether it possessed the cleavage of osmium-iridium, for 
which mineral he had mistaken it previous to the arrival of Professor 
Schiiler. 

The fragment when examined before the blowpipe, as with the 
common osmium-iridium, yielded no smell of osmium and underwent 
no change. 

These grains agreed in colour with a crystal which Rose brought 
from Nischne Tagilsk, resembling what he had described as lenad- 
gray plates of osmium-indium. It was a combination of the 
hexahedron with the octahedron, the faces of the latter predomi- 
nating; the faces of the hexahedron were about one line broad. 
Rose did not examine it further until Breithaupt, when at Berlin, 
saw it, and from its white colour suggested that it might be the same 
as his massy iridium. The determination of its specific gravity con- 
firmed this suspicion. Its density was 22*65 at 53|o ; its absolute 
weight *188 grms (2*9 grs.) 

Rose sent a portion to Berzelius for analysis. It was examined 
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b^ Lieutenant S^anberg, a pupil of the Swedish chemist. No osmium 
was detected, but it contained :— 

Iridium, 76*85 
Platinum, 19-64 
Palladium 0-89 
Copper, 1*78 besides a trace of a substance 

supposed to be titanium. 

9916 (Pogg. Amu xxxiv. 377.) 

VI. — Remarhable Flight of a Bird. 

Madox, in his Excursions in the Holy Land, mentions that, in 
the course of June 1825, a hawk was killed at Damascus, with apiece 
of wood attached to its neck, upon which were the words Lands- 
berg in Preussen, 1832. The interest (^the fact induced Professor 
Ehienberg to insert a notice of it in PoggendorfiTs Ann. xxsd. 
576. It attracted attention, and by the exertion of his Excellency 
President Hr. Schon, two documents were forwarded to Professor 
Ehrenbei^ which establish the fact of the flight of the bird from 
Landsberg. The first is from Hr. Kob, a clergyman of Landsberg, 
the second from an old beadle in the town, Deukel, byname. From 
these it appears that Counsellor Ribbealrop (since dead) formerly a 
neighbour of Hr. Kob, jdaced in his garden, in the year 1^2, a golden 
eagle and two goshawks, which hi^ been caught young, labels, 
baring the wo^ above meationed, were attached to their necks. 
They were allowed to go at liberty, and were fed daily by Dunkel. 
Aft^ they grew up, they successively took flight, about .1823 and 
1824 These documents are now in the possession of Pro&ssor 
£hrenb e . (Pogg. Ann. xxxiv. 183.) 

VI I. — Blaxih Mud from Common Sewers. 

At the time when cholera was prevalent in the south of France, it 
was deemed expedient to cleanse the common sewers of the town of 
Nancy. Braconnot took advantage of the opportunity to examine 
the mud derived from them. With dilute muriatic add, a livdy 
effervescence was produced, and carbonic acid and sulphuretted hydro- 
gen were disengaged. The supernatant liquor contained iron and 
lime in solution. Hence, the colouring matter of the mud appears 
to have been sulphux«t of iron, the composition of which seems pro- 
portional to the peroxide of the metal. The sulphuret of iron, which 
forms the colouring matter, is obviously derived from the contact of 
sulphuretted hydrogen, produced by the decomposition of organic 
substances, with the peroxide of iron contained in the earth ; most 
substances, it should be observed, which were extracted from the 
sewer, such as bones, wood, calcareous stones, were penetrated by the 
sulphuret of iron, which gave them a deep bkck colour. No crys- 
taULsed pyrites was, however, observed. He conceives that the wood 
found in marshes, ditches, &c., possessing a dark colour, owes this 
tinge to the action of sulphuret of iron. 

The mud of sewers, when boiled with watOT, scazcdy colours it; 
and, by the evaporatimi of the filtered liquid, a small quantity of 
animal matter remains, which is yellow, inodorous, easily soluble 
in a little cold water, firom which it is precipitated white, by the in- 
fusion of nut-galls, and by nitrate of silvei ; and, after combustion, 
aflbrds some traces of muriate of soda. 
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The thin portion of the mud afforded no ammonia by caustic 
potash. The filtered liquid was brown. A drop of it placed on 
silver produced a black mark of sulphuret of silver. An add 
dropped into this liquid occasioned the disengagement of sulphur- 
retted hydrogen, and a yellow flocky precipitation of animal matter. 
When well washed it acted on tumsol paper^ and saturated alkalies. 

Caustic ammonia takes up a brown matter, soluble in cold water, 
and reddening tumsol. The] same substance, precipitated from its 
alkaline solution by an acid, is scarcely soluble in cold water, although 
it communicates to it a brownish colour. 

By distillation much empyreumatic oil is obtained, as well as am* 
monia and sulphur, while charcoal remains, which, after combustion, 
leaves a quantity of oxide of iron. — Ann. de Chim. L 213. 

YIIl.— Gums. 

Herberger has obtained different results from Ouerin. He finds that 

1. GKim arable is not quite identical with gum Senegal, neither 
with regard to its chemical or physical properties. 

2. Ghim Senegal differs from gum arable in its external appear* 
ance, in having a higher sp. gr. Gum Senegal forms, with water, a 
jelly, more sensible to the salts of oxide of iron than gum arable. 

200 grs. of each of these gums were exposed to a temperature of 
d4o R (108| F.) until they ceased to lose weight 
Gum arable lost in half an Gum Senegal lost in half an 

hour - - - 11 grs. hour - - - 11 grs. 

The second half hour 2 5 

The third - -> 2 4 

The fourth - - 2 1 

17 21 

100 grs. exposed to a temperature of -)- 80 R lost — Gum arable 
17^ ; gum Senegal 19^ ; but underwent a slight decomposition. 
The specific gravity in three experiments was — 

Gum arable. Gum Senegal. 

1st. 1-5256 1-6510 

2d. 1*4606 1-6511 

3d. 1-5103 1-6686 

Solubility, It is difficult to determine this point Herberger 
fixes upon that state in which it can just be poured in drops. 
Gum Arabic. Gum Senegal. 



72 parts dried gum at 34o R in 

100 parts distilled water. 
96 gum in 108 parts water. 



A + 129R(59°P ) equal parts of dried 

gum and distilled water. 
A 4- 80o R (2120F) 108 parts of gum 

in 100 parts of water. 

The capacity of gum arable in enveloping the oils is to that of 
gum sene^ as 382 to 964, or as 19 to 32. 

Chemical Reaction, 



R-eagents. 



Paper of blue'tumsol. 
Protonitrate & pemitrate 

of mercury. 
Subacetate of lead. 
Solution of iodine. ) 
Silicate of potash. 
Subborate of soda. 
Salts of oxide of iron. 
(Jour de Pkarm. xx. 

40 



1 gum arabic in 
20 watent 

Red 

Whitish muddiness 
White chesey preq). 

White flodcy precp 

... ..• ..• 
Red colour produced 
after slight mud- 



j 1 part gum Sene- 
gal in 20 water. 

Red 



The same 

The same 

Immediate prOf^T^ 
duction of an 
ochre jelly 
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Article I. 

^fi of the Bev. John Flamsteed, First Astranamer-RoyaL 
Written by himself.^ • 

God saffers not man to be idle, although he swim in the 
midst of delights ; for when He had placed His own image 
(Adam) in a paradise so replenished (of his goodness) with 
varieties of all things, conducing as well to his pleasure as 
sustenance, that the earth produced of itself things conve- 
nient for both,— -He yet (to keep him out of idleness) com- 
mands him to till, prune, and dress his pleasant verdant 
habitation ; and to add (if it might be) some lustre, grace, 
or conveniency to that place which, as well as he, derived 
its original from his Creator. We may suppose man, in his 
innocency, did strictly prosecute the just injunctions of his 
Divine Creator ; and Scripture shows us that he did retain 
the pleasure of this gorgeous habitation, till, striving to 
equal his Creator in knowledge, he lost the pleasure of his 
paradise, together with the presential knowledge of his 

* This auto-biography is extracted from an unpublished work entitled, " An 
Account of the Rev. John Flamsteed, the First Astronomer Royal, compiled £rom 
Ilia own Manuscripts, and other authentic Documents, never before published, 
to which is added, his British Catalogue of Stars, corrected and enlarged. By 
Francis Baily, Esq." &c., 4to. 1835. " Printed by order of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty.'' The £ditor observes that the whole of the text is 
printed verbatim and UUraiim from Flamsteed's Manuscripts, except as to the 
orthogprapyh, 
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Creator. Man's active soul had acted now too &r to gtdn 
by a recession what his over-active inquisitiveness had in- 
duced on him ; for he ejected from his pleasant habitation 
* his children, made heirs of the fruits of his fall; and the 
earth (which formerly produced, of its own accord, sufficient 
for human necessity) is cursed for his sake, that he might 
earn his bread forth of his labour, and keep himself from 
worse employment by his necessary action : for we, who are 
Adam's heirs by birth, observe that those are generally 
wor^t employed who have least to do ; and idleness is the 
prodrome of other evils. 

To keep myself from idleness, and to recreate myself, I 
have intended here to give some account of my life, in my 
youth, before the actions thereof, and the providences of 
God therein, be too far passed out of memory ; and to observe 
the accidents of all my years, and inclinations of my mind, 
that whosoever may light upon these papers may see I was 
not so wholly taken up, either with my father's business or 
my mathematics, but that I both admitted and found time 
for other as weighty considerations. 

I was born at Denby, in Derbyshire, in the year 1646, on 
the 19th day of August, at 7^- 16"- after noon. My father, 
named Stephen, was the third son of Mr. William Flam- 
steed, of Little Hallam ; my mother, M^ry, was the daughter 
of Mr. John Spateman, of Derby, ironmonger. From these 
two I derived my beginning, whose parents were of known 
integrity, honesty, and fortune, as they [were] of equal 
extraction and ingenuity ; betwixt whom I [was] tenderly 
educated (by reason of my natural weakness, which required 
more than an ordinary care) till I was aged three years and 
a fortnight ; when my mother departed, leaving my father 
a daughter, then not a month old, with me, then weak, to 
his fatherly care and provision. She died on September 7, 
1649. 

It was three years after my own mother's death, that my 
father could so well digest as to accept a second marriage ; 
which then he did, and married Elizabeth Bates, who, after 
she had lived with him an year and ten months, brought 
him my sister Katherine : after which, just on that day 
two years after my father brought her home, she died, 
(November 1 , 1664). And now my father had me, my sisters 
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Elizabeth and Katherine, left to his care and protection, 
when I was aged eight years and two months. 

My first ten years were spent in such employments as 
children use to pass away their time with ; affording little 
observable in them. But afterwards my practices began to 
show my inclination more plain : for when, by my father's 
care, I bad gotten at school so much Latin as might make 
me understand an elegant English [author], I began to affect 
the volubility and ranting stories of romances; and, at 
twehre years of age, I first left off the wild ones, and betook 
myself to read the better sort of them, which, though they 
were not probable, yet carried no seeming impossibility in 
the fiction. Afterwards, as my reason increased, I gathered 
other real histories ; and by the time I was fifteen years 
old, I had read^ of the ancients, Plutarch's Lives, Appian's 
and Tacitus's Roman Histories, Holingshed's History of 
the Kings of England, Davie's Life of Queen Elizabeth, 
Sanderson's of King Charles the First, Heyling's Geography, 
and many other of the moderns ; besides a company of ro- 
mances and other stories, of which I scarce remember a 
tenth at present. 

But now the providences of God became more observable 
upon me, and unto me ; for in the latter end of the year 
1660, and the beginning of 1661, it pleased God to inflict a 
weakness in my knees and joints upon me. What natural 
cause might give it an occasion I know not ; but in [the] 
summer preceding, being bathing *myself, together with 
some boys, my companions, (we might, out of a general 
consent, enter those baths which Lord Aston had erected 
on the side of the river), whence returning I found no 
hurt ; but when I arose the next morning, my body, thighs, 
and legs were all so swelled, that they would not admit me 
to get my usual clothes upon them ; which swelling (being 
laid by rubbing my body and legs with vinegar and clay, 
but its original being not evacuated) might, I suppose, fall 
into my joints, and thence cause my present impending 
weakness. This was, as near as I can remember, the first 
beginning of my distemper: what other natural cause God 
made use of in inflicting it upon me I am ignorant. In the 
year 1662 it increased upon me, and had brought me so weak, 
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that I was hardly able to go to school. When I left it*" my 
master ^t that time motioned my going to the Universities, 
of which my father (fearing, I suppose, my desire of going 
thither) told me not till afterwards. Other reasons perhaps 
he might have ; as, knowing the negligence of servants, 
he might suppose that my presence at home might bridle, 
if not remove, those disorders which they were prone unto. 
Because I was now of more years and discretion than to be 
anywise obliged (either by menaces or intreaties, by care- 
lessness or fear) to connive at those faults which my sister, 
although discreet, or rather witty, enough for her time, had 
not the judgment, care, or knowledge either to discover or 
prevent : she hardly then beginning to leave off her chil- 
dren's sports and trifles. My natural weakness might be 
another moving cause for his retaining me at home : hard 
study he perceiving already to distemper my body, argued 
that, where my studies would be my constant labour, my 
disease would be so much the more violent; and that if a 
day's short reading caused so violent a headache, a week's, 
or constant, study would make my disease intolerable. But 
I suppose that colds did oftener cause this disease than read- 
ing ; and yet, if reading should promote it, yet moderation 
and reason might have prevented it : and he is not a mau, 
or not himself, that cannot use his studies with moderation. 
Besides, the Universities might have afforded me so many 
advices and helps from the ablest physicians the world 
affords, and physic as light [and] cheap, anywhere for my 
disease, as no other place could yield me. But since that 
God hath otherwise disposed of me, I shall say no more 
of it, but only this, — that my desires have been always of 
learning and divinity: and though I have been acciden- 
tally put from it by God's providence, yet I have always 
thought myself more qualified for it than for any other 
employment ; because my bodily weakness will not permit 
me action, and my mind hath always been fitted for con- 
templation of God and his works. 

Being thus withdrawn from school, I, within a month or 
two after, had Sacrobosco's Spheres, in Latin, lent me, which 

* Tuesda]^ before, or Whitsuntide. I cannot weU remember whether itwtt 
Tuesday before : Whitsuntide being the 13th of May, 1662. 
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I set myself to read without any director in it, but not un- 
successfully. For here I laid the ground of my mathemati- 
cal knowledge ; and in that winter, before Christmas, my 
father taught me my arithmetic, with the doctrine of frac- 
tions, and the Golden Rule of Three, direct and converse, 
which I learned sui&ciently promptly. At Christmas, or a 
little after, I went to Uttoxeter, whether my &ther sent me 
for my health's sake, and took with me Fale's Art of Dial- 
ling ; and having seen a quadrant formerly, whose fabric, 
it was told me, was laid down in that book, I set myself 
presently to calculate a table of the sun's altitudes, at all 
hours, in the equator, tropic, and some intermediate parallel 
in the latitude of 63°, by his tables of natural Sines; which 
I did (in Lent that year) without any help, and before that 
I heard of any artificial tables ; and accordingly framed 
myself a quadrant, of which I was not meanly joyful. 

This winter I was weak, and my disease held on with me 
till the summer, when it mended a little. This summer, 
(1663) I prosecuted my studies; for, returning home, I was 
brought into company with Elias Grice, who told me of the 
artificial tables, and showed me (as I remember) Wingate's 
Canon. I likewise now got Mr. Stirrup's Art of Dialling, 
which I read this summer, and some other authors on ma- 
thematical subjects, — as Mr. Gunter's Sector and Canon; 
and soon after I acquired Oughtred's Canon of mine own. 
In all which I read some parts cursorily, not abiding a 
tedious prelection of any throughout, without the help or 
directions of any one ; not being permitted (because they 
were scarce to be met with) the help of any one so much as 
to expound a term unto me. 

My studies were discountenanced by my father as much 
in the beginning as they have been since ; but my natural 
inclination forced me to prosecute them through all im- 
pending occurrences. And, indeed, I think this mathe- 
matical quality no other than innate unto me ; my father, 
in his younger years, having been as much affected with 
arithmetic as I at present with geometry and astronomy. 

Having gotten the artificial Canon, I calculated several 
both general and particular tables, fitting the particular ones 
to the latitude of (Derby, my residence) 63° 0', which will 
be found amongst my papers. I had some violent pains 
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and a shortness of breath afflicting me ; which, by God's 
mercy, and the means applied by my uncle, John Spateman, 
were removed : but my weakness held as ill as at first, and 
neither amended nor impaired this year. 

I collected a calculative method of dialling from Mr. 
Gunter's Sector^ and transcribed it (with a method for the 
construction of the quadrant, and tables fitted thereto, 
calculated by my own hand) in a small paper book ; in 
which task, and perusing some other authors of various 
subjects, I spentmy vacant time this year and the beginning 
of the following. ■ 

The winter came on and my father thought it fit that I 
should undergo a course of physic, to try if thereby my 
weakness (which, according to its usual course, began to 
increase with the year upon me) might either be diverted or 
decreased. But it being thought too far in the year, it was 
remitted to the spring (1664); when Mr. Cromwell was 
cried up for cures by the Nonconformist party, to whom my 
father sent me, to be his patient, under whom I passed a 
course of purges and cordials : after all which I found my- 
self no better than formerly, and so was by him left off to 
the mercy of God. My disease was indeed, inscrutable by 
the physicians : its cause (for aught I perceived) being not 
understood by any of them. However, I am bound to 
acknowledge the mercy of God in that he hath removed 
my pains, and left me only under my weakness ; whilst 
others, smaller offenders, suffer both weakness, intolerable 
pains, and other incommodities all together. And further, 
I am bound to bless and praise Him, for that he hath 
afforded my father a competent means and fortune to main- 
tain me ; whilst to a meaner man I might have been a 
burthen — nay (without a mighty providence), an undoing. 

This year I also became acquainted with my friends Mr. 
George Linacre and William Litchford. I affected the 
friendship of the former because of his knowledge of the 
fixed stars (few of which were unknown unto him, and by 
whom I learned those few I know) ; of the latter, for his 
knowledge of the erratic, and judgments on them. Some- 
while it was ere that he would admit me that knowledge of 
his studies after our first acquaintance ; but that day when 
he confessed it unto me, he also told me (amongst several 
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answers he made my inquisitiTeness) that he had calculated 
(and could promptly do it) the places of the planets to a 
given time by the tables in Mr. Gadbury's works. (Horrox's 
Tables, published by Mr. Shakerly, but perfected and re-, 
dueed to current account by Mr. Gadbury . I was desirous to 
essay all sorts of mathematical knowledge ; and therefore 
(because I would not be seen with Mr. Gadbury's book, lest 
I should be suspected astrological) I bought Mr. Street's 
Caroline Tables, intending, when I had time convenient, 
not only to learn to calculate the places of planets, but 
also to study their motions, and understand their difficult 
theory ; but, being someways hindered, I did nothing in it 
till the year was over. 

I had now completed eighteen years, when the winter 
came on, and thrust me again into the chimney ; whence 
the heat i^nd the dryness of the preceding summer had happily 
once before withdrawn me. But, it not being a fit season 
for physic, it was thought fit to let me alone this winter, 
and try the skill of another physician on me in the spring. 

The year was newly entered, when, on the first day thereof 
(viz. the 1st of January, 1665) I, having some vacant time, 
set myself to calculate the true places of planets to a given 
time, by my formerly mentioned tables : and accordingly 
effected it, though not so exactly as by my former calcula- 
tions, yet so auspiciously, as gave me a further encourage- 
ment to prosecute these endeavours ; in which I observe it 
was my fault to err more through want of care than know- 
ledge, which, since, I animadverted it, I have striven with 
double care to prevent. I busied myself afterwards in 
writing an Almanac JBu/rlesque for the year 1666, but never 
offered it to the press. 

The spring now approached ; and on the 8th day of April, 
about half an hour past two in the afternoon, I applied 
myself to that no less honest than able physician, Mr. Wil- 
loughby, who (not willing to weaken nature, that was low 
enough already, before he strengthened it) prescribed a 
cordial yet cleansing drink, which I used for some time; 
but without any apparent repruit of strength to my legs at 
this time. I had, in the summer of the preceding, year, 
calculated several new tables, and digested some of them 
into a convenient book ; and this year I added some more 
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anto it, though I had not time, nor ever shall have, I fear, 
to conclude and finish it. I also busied myself yery much 
in calculating the natiyities of several of my friends and 
acquaintance, which I have since corrected, and shall tran- 
scribe on a convenient paper. 

The former part of this year had been famous for the 
appearance of the comet ; and this was much celebrated by 
the report of the cures done in Ireland by Mr. Valentine 
Oreatrackes, by the stroke of his hands, without the appli- 
cation of any medicine. At first, we supposed this to be 
only a fiction ; but when the report was confirmed by a 
particular relation of several strange cures effected, my 
father (who intended not to pretermit any occasion of [my] 
recovering in strength) resolved to send me over into Ire- 
land, to try if I might, by God's blessing, receive my strength 
again. But, upon some occasion, this journey was put off 
till the 26th of August following ; when, in the interim, 
having some small time, I set myself to write the construc- 
tion and uses of a quadrant, with necessary tables for the 
framing of the same, as also of a ruler, which I had drawn 
with my own hand, fitting both for the latitude of 63°. I 
performed it for my loving friend, William Litchford, 
beginning it on the 8th of August, and finishing it on the 
24th day of the same month. I called it my Mathematical 
Essay ^ it being the first piece that ever I wrote for anyone; 
and it is still to be found -in his hands, for aught I know to 
the contrary. 

And now, on August the 26th, 1666, being aged nineteen 
years and six days, (19^^, 6***^*, 11***), I set forth for Ire- 
land, with Clement Spicer with me : and on Tuesday, about 
noon, we came to Liverpool; where we stayed till Friday 
the Ist of September, when the wind turned east. We 
embarked in a vessel, called the Supply, about noon : and 
on Saturday night came within sight of Dublin ; but by 
reason that we wanted water, could not cross the bar that 
night. In the mid night we thought to have gotten in with 
the tide, but had like to have run upon the Lambay: so 
that we cast anchor i^in, and lay still that night ; and on 
the next day, at noon, we put in, but could not be suffered 
to land, by reason that the sickness being very hot at that 
time in London, all passengers were examined whence they 
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came, and we not unstrictly. At last, our master went 
forth to fetch our tickets, or a licence rather, but returned 
not ; so that we paid the master's friend, and several slung 
down the ropes : till at last a ladder was set, down which 
I and the rest of our company descended, and framed our 
course on the sands towards the King's End. And here I 
have cause to remember the providence of God, who pre-» 
served me when I had like to have been led a wrong way 
by my aged guide, had not those who came behind us 
happily turned our course to the right place ; and so we 
came to the King's End. 

It was night, the doors were shut : and we ran from door 
to door to inquire for entertainment ; which at last we got 
at a paltry inn, where was no meat I could eat, but brown 
bread and ale ; of which I made a hearty meal, and lodged 
that night in a straw bed, with a sheet and a half; and yet, 
God be praised, I both fed and slept very well. Next day 
we got to Dublin, where we stayed at the Ship, in Dame 
Street, till Thursday following, when (Sept. 6) we set [out] 
on our journey towards the Assaune. We dined at the Naas, 
a town accounted handsome amongst them, twelve miles 
from Dublin ; and lodged that night at a small town called 
Tomalins, paying for our meals sixpence a piece, and yet no 
great accomodation. We thought to have lodged at Kill- 
cuUen, a town six miles from Naas ; but finding that we 
had time, we came forward to this town, some four miles 
farther. 

We travelled, with the mountains on our left hand, on a 
fair champaign, free from all difficulties of passage or bogs : 
the way being sometimes gravelly, sometimes pasture, or 
beaten road, and one of the greatest in the kingdom, not 
easy to be missed, except by a traveller that will mislead 
himself. It leads from Dublin to Kilkeny, Clonmel, and 
Cork. Few hedges to divide the lands or enclosures, but 
only banks of about a yard high; seldom with ditches to 
supply their office, which are easily passable by a traveller 
(or, indeed, almost any thing) anywhere. . And in this day's 
journey I saw but one Wood, besides the Park at Dublin, 
which is not accounted any : a thing I thought observable 
in a country reported to be so fiill of them. 

The house we lodged at, at our coming in, was strewed 
over with gorse, (the usual fuel of the country in that part, 
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where coab are not to be had, except [at] too lai^ rates), 
and a barefoot boy was called in to bait a. fire, which made 
me fear such an entertaininent as might be afforded from an 
Irish house : bat we were brought afterwards into u back 
room, indifferently handsome, where we had a table neatly 
spread with as fair and fine linen as ordinarily in England, 
and accommodation better than I expected. 

In the morning (Sept. 8) we rose. early to be going on our 
journey, and by noon we reached to Carlow, some fourteen 
miles from KillcuUen, where we baited at a handsome inn ; 
and this town is one of the fairest I saw on our journey. 
It stands by the side of a river, of an indiffei^^nt depth, and 
seemed to be indifferent large to me> who had not leisure to 
perambulate it, or any other we passed through. 

We went forward to Laughton Bridge, five miles farther ; 
a little town standing upon a lai^e river, passable only, as 
I was informed, at the bridge, on which stood a large stone 
house, builded, I suppose, for a fort to command that place. 
Here we stayed not, but went forward to Goaren, five miles 
beyond it. Here we thought to have lodged : but having 
time to go farther, we resolved to proceed, and so came to 
Sennit's Bridge ; a little town, where, at that time, was 
held a fair, composed, for aught I saw, of nothing but sheep, 
kine and oxen, of the Irish sort. A company of bouzes 
were raised, covered all over with blankets, sheets, rugs, 
and linen cloth, fashioned like those in our &irs in England, 
but that they were scarce so handsome. They were covered 
on every side, so that you could not see into them, except 
they were opened, as one. of them was by chance as I passed 
by it, in which I could perceive nothing but a company of 
people set round about the sides of [it] : and whether they 
were eating and drinking by turns, as they use to do, I could 
not, without too much boldness, attain to perceive. This place 
is three miles from Goaren, and stands upon a. large river. 
Here we thought to have lodged ; but supposing that because 
of the fair we could neither have quiet rest nor good accqm- 
xnodation, we were persuaded, by a Nottinghamshire man, 
seated there, to pass forward to Barneschurch, three miles 
farther, a little town, standing partly on a hill ; whither we 
went with the people from the fair, and lodged at one Shar- 
man's house, where we had indifferent good accommodation. 
In this day's journey, as I remember, we saw no woods at 
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all. When we were at Bennit's Bridge we were but three 
miles distant from Kilkenny, the second place in the king- 
dom: and hitherto we had a fair road^ not easy to be 
missed ; but now, haying lost it, we had much ado to direct 
us in the following part of our journey, which we rose 
indifferent early in the morning (Sept. 9) to pro^cute. 
Leaving Bameschurch, we passed by Newton and Billato- 
ben, two towns of Irish-built houses ; the first two, the 
second three, miles distant from Bameschurch ; and so 
forward to Nine-Mile House, distant some seven miles from 
Bameschurch : thence to Clonmel, nine miles farther, where 
we baited, having passed by some small, poor places by the 
way, whose names I know not. Here we crossed the moun- 
tains, which before were on our left hand ; and here only, 
in our going, we lost our way, yet were we never far out of 
it. It was after four o'clock in the afternoon when we left 
Clonmel ; so that we reached that night no farther than 
Castleton, called commonly Four-Mile Waters. And were 
advised by a woman, with whom we rode in company, to 
cross the waters that night, because the least plash of rain 
would cause an extraordinary flood, by reason that the 
waters running from off all the adjacent mountains conjoin- 
ing, constitute this river. 

Our landlord came from Uttoxeter, in Staffordshire, and 
was acquainted with my grandfather, Spateman : so that 
we were, in all things, very well accommodated for our 
acquaintance. On Sabbath morning (Sept. 10), I inquir- 
ed where they went to church; but was answered that 
their minister lived twelve miles off, and that they had no 
sermon amongst them , except when he came to receive the 
tithes, which was but once a year. And the woman with 
whom we came hither told me, in a complaining manner, 
that they haul plenty evumgh ofeoery thing necessary except the 
word of God; and therewith told me that their minister 
lived twelve miles off, at the old Assaune, and came but 
once a year at them, as I told you afore. Considering 
which, I thought it better to prosecute our journey on the 
Sabbath day than to lie in the alehouse ; and so we dis- 
charged ourselves, and went to Cappoquin, eight miles 
farther, whither we got by noon ; and now we had fixed our 
feet at the utmost extent of our journey forward. This is 
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a small town, and lies upon the river Blackwater, eight 
miles np it from Younghall. It had formerly a bridge to 
pass over the river; but now hath nothing but a boat for 
passengers. 

We heard that Mr. Greatrackes used to cure on the 
Lord's-day, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, of course ; 
and that the people who lodged at that place When we 
alighted were gone, expecting to be touched after sermon. 
Therefore, having refreshed ourselves, we went on foot to 
the Assaune, about a mile or more distant from Cappoquin, 
and entering into his house, we saw him touch several ; 
some whereof were nearly cured, others on the mending 
hand, and some on whom his strokes had no effect,-— of 
whom I might have said more, but that he hath been since 
in England ; and so both his person, cures, and carriage 
are well enough known amongst us. And though some 
seem to asperse him each way, for my part I think his gift 
was of God ; and for the course of his cures, I dare fully 
acquiesce with what Dr. Stubbs hath written of him. For 
though I am an eye-witness of several of his cures, yet am 
not able to remember or fitted to write them out as I saw 
them. 

I was touched by him on my legs this afternoon (Sept. 
11), but found not my disease to stir. Next morning I 
came i^ain towards his house, and found him in his own 
yard, looking at his cattle. He had a kind of majestical, 
yet affable presence, a lusty body, and a composed carriage. 
I desired the privilege of his touch, and was granted it pre- 
sently ; and saying to him I would not have been so hasty, 
had not our horse (which was a gentleman's courtesy to us) 
been on so bad a pasture, he very freely bade me bring 
him down to his house — ^he should have good feeding, and 
I should pay no more than I was to pay to my former 
host. I did so, and saw him put into a good pasture. And 
now I was stroked by him all over my body ; but found, as 
yet, no amends in anything but what I had before I came 
to Cappoquin. 

This Tuesday morning (Sept. 12) I went down to the 
Assaune, and was by him the third time touched ; but not 
finding any amends, I determined to depart, and therefore 
went to Mr. Greatrackes, purposely to pay him for my 
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horse's grass, and give him thanks for his courtesies. But 
he would not take anything of me : and when I urged .him, 
saying I had not deserved this civility from him, he answered 
xne I was a stranger, and he must be so to strangers. So 
we came back to Cappoquin, discharged our host, [and] 
departed to Clonmel that night, where we lodged at a stately 
inn, whose master came out of Derbyshire, our county. 
This town is one of the seats of justice in this kingdom, and. 
here all law businesses may be transacted, as at Dublin. 
It is built after the English manner, well fortified with a 
strong wall of limestone or marble ; which I have observed 
in several of their demolished small castles, to be made of 
small pieces, about as thick again as slates, laid thick in 
lime, which will dump any bullet. We entered over a 
drawbridge, at which a soldier stood centinel ; a part of 
that river, (as I remember) running under it, upon whose 
banks it is seated. This river is both deep and broad, 
so that the town is almost every way impregnable ; and, in 
my mind, it is exceedingly pleasantly seated. From Cap- 
poquin hither it is just twelve miles, but long ones. 

We departed from Clonmel (Sept. 13), and by that time 
we had gotten some eight miles, we perceived that our horse 
had lost a shoe. We called at Nine-Mile House, but could 
not get a shoe. At one place (I think it was Grangymi- 
cleare) we found a smith, to whose shop, when we came, 
we saw nothing resembling his trade but the hearth, bel- 
lows, and anvil ; neither iron nor shoes ready-made to be 
seen, so poor was the place and the people ; amongst whose 
houses, as I remember, I saw but one with a chimney at it — 
a certain sign there were no more English inhabitants at 
this place. 

We travelled nine miles farther to Sennit's Bridge with- 
out a shoey where we baited, hoping assuredly not to miss 
of one here ; but the smith was not at home : and because 
it was four of the clock, we resolved to go forward to 
Goaren, three miles forward, that night. We rode on 
hence thither ; where, because it was late when we entered 
our inn, we had not time to get him shod this night. 

At our entrance we met with some gentlemen going into 
the inn, whom we followed ; and being alighted, and a little 
refreshed, we met with Mr, Toplady, (whose father was of 
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Nottingham^ and whose brother I had-known,) whotravelled 
towards Dublin to gather bis master's debts, who was [a] 
trademan in London. He hearing me accidentally name 
the place whence I came, inquired several things of Derby. 
I asked his name ; but he civilly declined an answer, telling 
me he would let me know more next morning (Sept. 14), 
when [we] were on our journey to Dublin, whither we 
agreed to travel together: with which answer I rested 
satisfied. 

Goaren is a town consisting of houses built but slenderly, 
many after the Irish manner ; only our inns were capacious, 
and carried a handsome aspect with them. Hence, having 
with some trouble got our horse shod, we departed ; and 
when we were on our journey, I renewed our former demand 
to Mr. Toplady ; who told me his name, and that he was 
servant to Mr. Jekell, of London, and on his business to 
travel to the north of Ireland. And as we were inquiring 
of his forepassed journey, he told us that the preceding 
day, coming over the mountains, and being out of his way, 
he met with an Irishman ; of whom inquiring the road to 
Goaren, he could get no answer in English, which he sup- 
posing to proceed rather from the man's knavery than 
ignorance, threatened him, and struck him Vith [his] whip: 
which nothing availing, he laid his hands to the hilt of his 
hanger, and threateningly told him — " Now, sirrah, if you 
answer not presently in English, here will [I] make an end 
of your days ; at which words the fellow spoke English 
presently, and directed him his way very readily. Since 
which, he would say, as he travelled with us, he carried his 
tobacco by his side. For he used afore to give the Irish 
tobacco (of which they are very desirous) to show him his 
way ; but now he relinquished that custom, and resolved 
to make them do it perforce, and yet not to trust their 
perfidiousness. 

This morning we got our horse shod with some trouble, 
and then discharging our host, departed. We came first 
to Laughton Bridge, a very commodious pass, upon a broad 
and deep river. Here was a fair kept when [we] passed by; 
in which I saw nothing but Irish beasts, and booths after 
their manner : it is five miles from Goaren, and hath some 
English-built houses in it. Here we stayed not, but passed 
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on to Carlow, where we drank. It is five miles forth from 
Laughton Bridge : it is a very handsome place, and one of 
the &ire8t towns we passed through. But it being too soon 
to baity we passed on three miles farther to Castle-Derman, 
where we baited at a pleasant inn ; and afterwards passed 
on to KilcuUen Bridge, eleven miles farther, where we 
lodged that night, well accommodated in an inn that pro- 
mised not much at first sight. 

Hence next morning (Sept. 15) we hasted indifierent early 
for Dublin. At KilcuUen there was nothing observable, 
but that it consisted most of Irish houses and buildings. 
The bridge is a long mile nearer Dublin than the town, and 
is better accommodated with inns, by reason (I suppose) 
the river is only passable at that place. From KilcuUen to 
Racoole (the next place we came to of note, and where we 
baited), is twelve miles : we alighted at the sign of the Post- 
boy, and had good accommodation for the time we stayed ; 
and after dinner we passed from it. It is a small town ; 
the buildings seem ancient ; here many Irish inhabit, and 
it is a dirty place. But leaving it at that time, we came to 
Dublin, six miles farther, soon enough to make an ill market* 
afore bed- time; which, for the tediousness of the story, I 
shall not relate. 

We lodged at our former inn, and stayed hefe from Friday 
night, Sept. 15, till Tuesday the 19th of Sept. When, in 
the morning about nine o'clock, we went down to King's 
End to take shipping, in the Martin, of Liverpool, to re- 
turn ; and quickly came aboard our vessel, which was none 
of the best, and we had a sufficient number of our company. 
Butbefore we left the city, we had returned Mr. Mabbot 
his horse, which he lent us, with thanks for so obliging a 
courtesy, which we could not have merited or expected 
from any one. He lent us 40«. at our departure, which we 
returned him by Mr. Arthur Bulkeley, who was th^ occa- 
sion of our bad bargain ; and criminal, I fear too, other- 
ways towards us, by whom he made his own markets : but 
I shall forbear him, because time may afford me satisfaction 
from him. 

Tuesday, in the afternoon, near three o'clock, we set sail; 
but because we had delayed time too much, we were forced 
to borrow help to haul over the bar. We sailed that night. 
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and the next day came before Chester bar about noon ; but 
stayed so long in expectation of the high water, that the 
tide began to turn before we could get over ; yet we came 
to harbour at Liverpool soon after snnset, and landing, 
betook ourselves to our former host for entertainment. 
We had fair weather and quick speed in our travels and 
passage over sea, the winds standing fair for us, both as we 
went and came; for which providence I have cause to 
praise God continually. 

We heard this night that there was a carrier in town, on 
whose horses we might travel homeward as far as Holmes- 
chapel. We met and agreed with him ; and the next day, 
being Thursday, Sept. the 21st, about noon, we left Liver- 
pool, and came that night to Zanchy Bridges, where we 
lodged that night. And the next day, being Friday, the 
22nd day, we passed from thence to Warrington, and so, 
by the Cock to Budworth, to Holmeschapel ; where the 
carrier set us down, and would not be persuaded to carry 
us any farther. We saw nobody on the way to Congleton 
that might carry as thither : till at last a carrier passed by 
with three horses, whom, with much ado, after he was 
passed by, we got to come back. With him we bargained; 
and, dischai^ng the other, set forward for Congleton, 
whither we came at night, and where I alighted at Mr. 
Hunford's. But intending to lodge at Mr. Mottershead's, 
my father's host, I was told by him that he durst not afford 
me lodging, because the sickness (which was then rife, and 
raged much in several places) was reported to be in Liver- 
pool, whence we came, and his- neighbours would asperse 
him for it if he should admit us. So that I was forced to 
change my intended lodging, and lie at Mat. Lowneses's, 
who was one of my father's customers ; where I was in- 
differently, well accommodated. Next day, being Saturday, 
the 23rd of Sept., we parted from Congleton, and rode to 
Longshaw, by Leek (where we had left a horse of our own) 
and paid for the horses which had brought ns thither. It 
was before noon that we got to Longshaw, where we stayed 
not long, but passed on for Ashbourne ; and at night, when 
we came to Brailsford*, our horse stumbled and overthrew 
us both, but (I thank God) without hurt. And so we sped 
safe to Derby at night, after*daylight was ended, which we 
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had left on that day month before. For God'8 providences 
in this journey His name be praised. Amen, Amen. 

Being returned I was visited by my friends, I being so 
discomposed by my journey that I was not very fit to appear 
at court that day, yet had I not been so ill but that riding 
on a dull horse (who trotted hard) betwixt Holmeschapel 
and Congleton, I was a little galled. For I would not use 
that practice, which an Irish gentleman reported who had 
his horse's back galled always when he was ridden by one 
of his boys ; at which wondering, he by chance meets his 
said boy, who was a natural Irishman, riding upon his galled 
horse with his breeches hanging buttoned upon his neck ; 
of which inquiring of him the reason, he answered it was 
because the horse should not gall him, but by that means 
the rider escapes and the horse is galled himself. This 
story I could not omit, because such passages are not usual 
among the English, to whom this scarce was known. 

Not long after my return I added an appendix to my 
Mathematical Essays^ which I had left in the hands of my 
friend W. Litchford, and intended for him, and I gave it 
him when I had finished it. I added to it the projection of 
an universal dial, and a catalogue of seventy of the fixed 
stars, with their right ascensions, declinations, longitudes 
and latitudes, to the year 1701 ; which I had composed by 
the Tyehonic places, and allowing the annual procession of 
the fixed stars dOf'. 

r. I also proceeded to perfect the calculation of the solar 
eclipse, which should happen June 22d, 1666, in the morning, 
according to the Caroline Tables^ in which I noted some 
incongruities and difficulties of calculation I now remember 
not ; only I found by his tables at Derby, 

In the eclipse of the sun June 21st 1666 or 22d, mane 

Initium eclipsis .... 

Hora conjunctionis- • . 

Maxima observatio . . 

Finis 

Duratio tota .... 

Digiti eclip. T 28' ad Aust. 
In the winter following I was indifferent hearty and my 
disease was not so violent as it used to be at that time for- 
merly. But whether through God's mercy I received this 
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from Mr. Greatrackes's touch, or my journey and vomiting 
at sea, I am uncertain ; but by some circumstances I guess 
that I received a benefit from both. 

February 12, 1665-6, 1 went to Worcester where Mr. Great- 
rackes, who was then come to England, was, and was once 
stroked by him, but with no better effect than formerly, 
though several then were cured. 

At Lenten assizes, 1666, on the Sabbath after the evening 
prayers I was visited by Mr. Imanuel Halton, of Wingfield 
Manor. I had heard of him and he of me, formerly, by my 
cousin Wilson. We being strangers to each other and not 
having seen one the other formerly, to our knowledge, 
talked somewhat reservedly at first, after more openly. 
Amongst other of my papers I showed him my (calculation 
of the aforesaid solar eclipse which he accounted of more 
than any other and desired a transcript of it. I likewise 
showed him a small canon of natural and artificial versed 
ugns which he much commended and of which I afterwards 
sent him a copy. So we parted at that time with mutual 
promises of a future acquaintance. Not long after he came 
to town and we met again ; when he promised me a sight 
of the Bichleian TcAles (which soon after he sent me) com- 
posed by Natalis Durret, a Frenchman, more laborious in 
my opinion, than ingenious — ^if at least those tables be his 
which he exposes in that name ; for I suppose they are 
rather the Rudolphine reduced and enlarged by him. But 
the prescript to the tables (which is Aillof various fiiults 
not to be excused by the press) I suppose may be wholly 
his; for the ingenious Kepler could hardly be thought 
guilty of such oversight or rather errors. However, because 
the introduction was filled with some things I had not seen 
before I translated it for my own use into English, and it 
will be found amongst my. papers. However, that I might 
not seem to find a fiiult^md leave it as I found it, I corrected 
the piece in the margin ; and so returned [it] to its master 
with thanks for the obliging courtesy. 

Soon after having occasion to write to him again to desire 
him to observe the s(dar eclipse I had calculated, I intimated 
in my letters that I wanted some solar observations — ^whlch 
when he understood he sent me the first tome of Riceioli's 
new Alvmgest in Latin ; which I joyfully received because 
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it showed a method of finding the sun'a true parallax (by 
observations of the mopn's dichotomy) which I was very 
desirous of investigating at that time. But more of this 
hereafter. I spent some part of my time in astrological 
studies, but so as my labours were rather astronomical. 
Amongst others I spent some time on Mr. Linacre's and 
another great per8on*s schemes ; yet eould I not anyways 
satisfy myself in the arcs of directions for the measuring of 
time, nor am I yet perfectly satisfied. Yet I think Kepler's 
measures most rational and best grounded ; though in the 
great person's nativity which I directed I used Naboyd's 
measure, which is most in use amongst astrologers. In 
fine, I found astrology to give generally strong conjectural 
hints not perfect declarations. 

Healthful, and in these studies, I spent the summer [of] 
1666. And now, August 19th, 1666, 1 was aged just twenty 
years, whence I begin a perfecter account of myself. After I 
had received Hiccioli's Almagest I set myself to read him when 
an intermission from my father's business happened ; which 
usually did at night in winter; and I took much pleasure 
in him. I found he differed frona Tycho in the places and 
distances of the fixed stars sometimes 4'. His obliquity 
of the ecliptic, Riccioli confirms by his own observations : 
to which and the sun's parallax deposed by him I shall say 
more in my astronomical works. 

Thus I held on till December the 5th, when I found my- 
self much pained with the headache and some other dis- 
tempers ; which after a while reduced me to my usual win- 
ter weakness and left me as ill as formerly. I continued 
afflicted with a small pain and some grudgings of the head- 
ache for a month after, so that I ended the year 1666 and 
began 1666-7 with it. 

I transcribed some things from Riccioli, and taking occa- 
sion to peruse his method of finding the sun's distance by 
the moon's dichotomy, I could not but observe how he 
introduced an arc for correcting the apparent dichotomy 
and reducing it to the true which cannot be admitted. For 
he supposes the moon's parallax to cause her to appear 
hollow at the dichotomy next succeeding the new moon, 
and more than half full at [the] dichotomy preceding the 
change ; which I shall note to be so in my astronomical 

z2 



Digitized by 



Google 



340 Life of the Rev. Join Flamsteed. [Not. 

works. In the mean time whoever will bat read what he 
hath written (page 733, the third problem) will find how 
groandlessly he introduceth it, if they bat serioasly consider 
that the difference of the parallax of the moon's centre and 
her superior horn is equal to the difference of the parallax 
of her centre and her inferior horn ; with a very small 
difference which will scarce ever arise to half a second were 
her diameter double the breadth it is. 

Some considerations, likewise, of the different equations 
of time used by several astronomers, though well demon- 
strated by none, caused me to strive for a demonstrable 
equation. I studied hard in this, and at first was of opinion 
that the natural days were always equal, and that there 
needed no equation of time. Whilst striving to demonstrate 
this I proved the contrary : first that the excentricity of the 
earth's orbit from the sun's centre caused an inequality ; 
and afterwards that the ecliptic's obliquity caused another 
inequality of the apparent day, which two causes applied 
together would make the absolute equation of time. But 
because I have elsewhere said enough of this already in a 
letter of three sheets to Mr. Halton, I shall say no more of 
it in this place. I likewise endeavoured something in the 
obliquity of the ecliptic ; the sun's true distance from the 
earth, and the mean length of the tropical year; in all 
which I have laboured with much difficulty this last April. 
And now I have brought my sheets up to my age, and have 
finished this the 8th day of May 1667. Deo gloria. 

[Here this portion of the M.S. terminates. But Flam- 
steed has added a kind of postscript thereto, which being 
short, the Editor transcribes.] 

Afterwards I followed my mathematical studies closer, 
but kept no special account of my proficiency. I met with 
new authors, read something of Euclid and employed myself 
in several readings till the latter end of the year 1669, when 
I wrote an Almancu: for the following year, not after the 
usual manner but much more accurately; inserting an 
eclipse of the sun that might have been observable, but was 
omitted in the Ephemerides, and five appulses of the moon 
to fixed stars. 

But this being rejected as beyond the capacity of the 
vulgar, and returned to me, I excerpted the eclipse and 
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appulses, and addressed them with some astronomical 
speculations to the Royal Society, suppressing my name 
under my anagram. My little labour was better accepted 
than I expected — I received a letter of thanks from Mr. 
Oldenburg the Secretary of the Society. My papers I sent 
to Mr Stansby : he delivered them to Mr. Ashmole the 
great lover of curiosities ; and he presented them to the 
Royal Society. 

They procured me a letter from Mr. Collins also, with 
an account of several new authors, and a promise of a good 
correspondence, which he maintained very ingeniously 
afterwards, procuring me many things I wanted. The 
second letter I had from him was dated Feb. 3, 1669-70. 
My first from Oldenburg was dated Jan. 14, 1669-70. 

After Easter Term, I made a voyage to see London: 
visited Mr. Oldenburg [and] Mr. Collins. And was by the 
last carried to see the Tower, and Sir Jonas Moore who 
presented me with Mr. Townley's micrometer, and under- 
took to procure me glasses for a telescope to fit it, for 
which I left three guineas in Mr. Collins* hand, but got 
not the glasses (being a twelve foot tube) till Sept. 18th, 
following. This was the beginning of my acquaintance* 
(The MS. here ends abruptly.] 
CTo he continued.) 



Article II. 

Researches into the Nature of the Decolourizing Combinations 

of Chlorine. By A. J. Balard. 

{Continued from p. 271.) 

3. Properties of the Aqueous Solution of Chlorous Add. — 
Chlorous acid, when diluted with water, is a transparent 
liquid, slightly coloured yellow when in a concentrated 
state. Its smell is distinct from that of chlorine and deu- 
toxide of chlorine of Davy, but approaches the first more 
nearly than the second. Its taste is stronger, but not acid. 
It attacks the epidermis with greater enei^ than nitric 
acid, producing a reddish-brown spot. 

It partially decomposes at common temperatures, and, iu' 
summer, can only be preserved in ice, except when dilute 
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and kept from the light. At 212P it is only partially de- 
composed. 

By the action of a strong light it is converted into chlo- 
rine and chloric acid, and sometimes, also, deutoxide of 
chlorine is formed. When exposed to the voltaic action, 
oxygen is disengaged at the positive pole, but the bleaching 
power remains, and no chlorine appears at the positive pole. 
In this experiment the chlorous acid and water are decom- 
posed, and muriatic acid is formed. This idea is confirmed 
by the fact, that after sometime, the oxygen collected is 
mixed with chlorine. 

Chlorine has no action on the aqueous solution of chlo- 
rous acid. 

Bromine, when a drop . of it is brought in contact with 
chlorous acid, expels the chlorine and forms first a chloride 
of bromine, which changes into bromic acid. 

Iodine presents the same action, but with more energy. 
Heat is disengaged, and chloride of bromine and iodic acid 
are formed. The acid produces, with nitrate of silver, a white 
precipitate of k>date of silver soluble in ammonia; it is 
not, therefore, hyperiodic acid, as stated by Magnus and 
Ammermutter. 

Hydrogen, Azote, and Carbon, have no action upon chlo- 
rous acid ; but phosphorus, sulphur, selenium, and arsenic, 
act upon it with great energy, giving origin to sulphuric, 
selenicj phosphoric, and arsenic acids, a disengagement of 
chlorine, and the formation of chlorides of phosphorus, &c., 
which undergo a double decomposition in contact with 
water, the products being water and phosphoric acid, &c. 

Potassium forms with chlorous acid, chloride of potassium 
and chlorate of potash. 

'IronfiUngs decompose the acid instantly. Heat is emitted 
and perchloride of iron formed, mixed with chlorate. 

Zinc, lead, tin, and bismuth^ have no action unless another 
acid be present, when the metal decomposes the acid and 
sets chlorine at liberty, and not hydrogen, which would 
happen if water were decomposed. 

With copper, chlorine is disengaged, mixed with some 
oxygen, chloride of copper being formed. With mercury 
a similar action occurs, but with silver no chlorine is dis- 
charged, chloride of silver being formed. Chlorous acid 
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appears to be, therefore, superior to nitric acid, and eyen, 
in a certain measure, to peroxide of hydrogen, for the 
purposes of communicating oxygen, to substances ; but still 
it may be proper to rank it under nitric acid, as its oxy- 
dating properties depend upon its disposition to form a 
nitrate, soluble in acid. 

The different chlorides and bromides of carbon are but 
slowly acted on by chlorous acid ; hut the periodide of carbon 
is attacked with great energy by chlorine, carbonic acid 
and carbonic oxide being disengaged, and iodine precipir 
tated, while iodic and muriatic acids remain in solution. 

Cyanogen precipitates an oily liquid, which appears to be 
a mixture of chlorides of cyanogen and azote ; muriatic and 
cyanic acids being dissolved, and a mixture of chlorine, 
azote, carbonic acid, ahd a little chloride of cyanogen, pre- 
senting themselves in an elastic state. 

Sulphuret of Phosphorus and Sulphuret of Carbon are con- 
verted, respectively, into sulphuric, phosphoric and muriatic 
acids, and into sulphuric and muriatic acids, with some 
chloride of Bulphur, and the disengagement of chlorine and 
carbonic acid. 

Olefiant gas and chlorous acid give origin to chloride of 
carbon and chlorine. 

Amnuma and chlorous acid act differently according to 
circumstances. When ammonia is poured into the acid, 
azote is disengaged, and probably chlorite of ammonia is 
formed. Chloride of azote may be formed by suspending a 
portion of an ammoniacal salt in dilute chlorous acid. 

Phosphure^ttedand arsenietted hydrogen are converted into 
phosphoric, arsenic, and muriatic acids, and sulphuretted 
hydrogen undergoes a similar change, but without the 
emission of light, although the heat disengaged is very 
considerable. 

The hydrogen, acids present, with chlorous acid, similar 
phenomena. In operating with hydriodic acid gas, water, 
iodic acid and chlorine are formed, and much heat is dis*- 
engaged. 

With anhydrous hydrocyanic acid chlorine is produced ; 
and the liquid, besides muriatic and cyanic acid, contains a 
great quantity of chloride of cyanogen. 

The metallic sulphurets treated with liquid chlorous acid 
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are changed into sulphates. Heat and chlorine are dis- 
engaged, and sometimes the odour of chloride of sulphur is 
perceptible. Analogous results are obtained with phos- 
phuret of lime. 

In the action of chlorous acid upon compound combus- 
tibles, its two elements combine with the two constitu- 
ents of the latter, the oxygen separating and leaving to the 
chlorine the most electro-negative of the two, as in the 
action of olefiant gas and ammonia. In other cases the 
chlorine combines with a portion of the electro-negative 
element, but there is disengaged a quantity of gas prop(Nr- 
tional to the elevation of temperature. When it is raised 
to incandescence, the two elements of the compound com- 
bustible are almost entirely consumed by^ the oxygen, as if 
the affinity of the latter for bodies increased with the tem- 
perature, in a proportion greater than that of chlorine itself. 

It might be supposed that the composition of the chlorous 
acid is such, that the electro-negative element of the com- 
pound combustible being saturated with chlorine, an excess 
of this gas would remain, but this is not the case. In com- 
paring its composition with that of phosphuretted hydrogen, 
we find that, even in admitting that all the hydrogen was 
consumed by th€i oxygen, the quantity of chlorine is insuffi- 
cient to cdmbine with the phosphorus. However, in this 
decomposition, a great proportion of this gas is set at liberty, 
which renders it probable that, in this case as well as in 
many others, the elements of the compound combustible are 
both combined with the oxygen of the chlorous acid. 

It is easy to perceive, from this, what will happen when 
chlorous acid is brought in contact with combinations which 
are not saturated with oxygen. These compounds are almost 
always peroxidized, and chlorine gas is set free. 

There are some oxides, such as carbonic oxide, which do 
not appear to be altered by chlorous acid, but with oxalic 
acid the most energetic action takes place. If a portion of 
this acid is projected into chlorous acid, much heat is extri- 
cated, and a violent effervesence originates, from the disen* 
gagement of carbonic acid and chlorine. Protoxide of azote 
is not changed by chlorous acid, but all the other combinar 
tions of azote give rise to the production of nitric acid and 
chlorine. 
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Hyposulphuric acid is not changed, while sulphurous 
acid, either gaseous or liquid, is converted into sulphuric 
acid. Hence, this may afford an argument to chemists who 
consider the first acid as a compound of sulphuric and sul- 
phurous acid. 

All the compounds of oxygen and phosphorus are imme- 
diately changed into phosphoric acid. The same happens 
with arsenious acid and selenious acid, which are converted 
into arsenic and selenic acids, with the disengagement of 
heat and chlorine. 

The metallic oxides are peroxidized, as the protoxides of 
iron, tin, manganese, nickel, cobalt, and lead. Protoxide 
of chromium is changed into chromic acid. Chlorous acid 
has no action, however, upon oxide of bismuth and per- 
oxide of manganese. Although, in some instances, chlorous 
acid may contribute oxygen to the alkaline oxides, it com- 
monly simply combines with them, and sometimes it de- 
composes the peroxides, discharges oxygen and forms chlo- 
rites. It acts thus with peroxide of barium, with peroxide 
of lead and the two oxides of silver, metals which form in- 
soluble compounds with chlorine ; chlorides, and not chlo- 
rites are formed, oxygen being disengaged, mixed with 
chlorine. The metallic chlorides are decomposed by chlo- 
rous acid. This decomposition is always accompanied with 
a copious disengagement^i of chlorine, and the metal is oxi- 
dized. The product depends evidently on the manner in 
which this oxide acts, both with chlorine and chlorous 
acid. Thus, the chlorides of the alkaline metals form mix- 
tures of chlorides and chlorites. Those of manganese, iron, 
nickel, cobalt, lead and tin, give origin to chlorine and 
peroxides. That of copper forms chlorine and muriate of 
copper. The protochloride of mercury is changed without 
(disengaging gas, into a red powder, which is undoubtedly 
a muriate mixed with the oxide (oxido-chlorure). The 
deuto-chloride of mercury and the chloride of silver are 
also attacked by chlorous acid, but very slowly. Chlorine,, 
with some oxygen, is disengaged. It is not easy to account 
for the presence of the latter. 

The bromides of potassium, mercury, and silver, in con-* 
tact with chlorous acid form chlorine, bromine, chloride of 
bromine, and a bromate and metallic chloride. 
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The iodides of potassium, mercury, and silver, produce 
similar phenomena. 

With saline compounds the action is various. With 
carbonates of soda and lime the acid is driven off and chlo- 
rites are formed. Chlorous acid partly displaces acetic acid 
from the acetates, the smell of acetic acid being distinct, 
and a chlorate is formed. 

Bromic acid is displaced from its combinations by chlorous 
acid, in a similar manner as in the case of the acetates. 

With regard to the action of chlorous acid upon salts, as 
an oxydating agent, the explanation is simple. 

It acts as if these acids were free ; that is to say, without 
acting upon the salts whose acids are saturated with oxygen ; 
it converts to this state those which are not so. Thus, the 
oxalates are changed into carbonates, the sulphites into 
sulphates; these decompositions being attended with the 
extrication of chlorine and heat, without any alteration 
being produced in the neutrality of the salt. The iodites 
and chlorates are not, however, changed into hyper-iodates 
and hyperchlorates. The same ahomaly occurs here as was 
noticed in the action of chlorous acid upon the free acids. 
The hyposulphate of bary tes, which nitric acid converts into 
sulphate, undergoes no change from chlorous acid. 

Chlorous acid changes the protoxides into peroxides, pro- 
vided that the latter are capable of neutralizing acids. 
Thus, the salts of the protoxides of iron, copper, and tin, 
are immediately transformed into peroxide salts ; but those 
of nickel, cobalt, and lead, undergo no alteration; the base, 
in these cases, if peroxidized, would cease to saturate the 
acids, and the action of the chlorous acid would be to destroy 
a combination already existing, in place of contributing to 
form more neutral and fixed compounds, as when it changes 
Ue into ate salts. 

However, the salts of protoxide of manganese, treated by 
chlorous acid, deposit peroxide, and the liquid becomes 
acid ; but the action is so slow, that it may be attributed to 
the disengagement of chlorine, which always accompanies 
the spontaneous decomposition of chlorous acid, and not 
to this acid itself. Organic substances, as might be 
expected, are powerfiiUy acted on by chlorous acid, the 
reaction being generally accompanied with the disengage- 
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ment of chlorine, mixed with yariable proportions of car- 
bonic acid gas. When the substance contains azote, the 
latter is disengi^d in the form of chloride of azote. This 
happens with urea, uric ^acid, and the vegetable alkalies 
which do not appear susceptible of forming chlorites. In 
some cases the quantity of carbonic acid represents the 
oxygen which enters into the composition of chlorous acid. 
This occurs with indigo, which chlorous acid transforms 
into a bitter yellow matter, soluble in alcohol. In most 
cases little carbonic acid is obtained, a notable portion of 
the oxygen disappearing, and contributing to form more 
oxidized compounds. Thus, the products of its action upon 
sugar, gum, and starch, &c.^.are strongly acid. Sometimes, 
however, the decomposition is latent, and the two elements 
of the chlorous acid are absorbed at the time by the oi^anic 
matter. This is what happens with. alcohol. By its mix- 
ture with chlorous acid this liquid is changed into acetic 
acid, and, at the same time, a certain quantity of oily liquid 
is formed, the product of the action of chlorine upon alcohol. 

These observations are sufficient to prove that, in its 
action upon organic matter, chlorous acid acts principally 
by the oxygen which it contains. Hence, it is natural to 
infer that our knowledge of chlorous acid may, in an indi- 
rect manner, oNitribute to the jn'Ogress of organic chemistry. 

4. Of Chhrous Add Grosj — I had observed, in several 
trials, that the aqueous solution of chlorous acid, when 
exposed to the contact of air, lost, in a short time, its 
colour, and a great portion of its smell. These changes 
made me suppose that it was very volatile, and might admit 
of its readily being obtained in the gaseous state. 

I tried, at first, the action of heat upon concentrated 
liquid chlorous acid. At « temperature a little below that 
of ebullition, a small quantity of a yellow coloured gas was 
discharged through the mercury in small bubbles, was 
absorbed, and left a. residue of oxygen. The liquid pre- 
served even after expb^sure to a temperature near that of 
ebullition, the power of acting upon combustibles with the 
same activity as before. 

Hence, I concluded that chlorous acid had a great affinity 
for water, and that, by the action of a substance possessing 
a strong disposition for water, the chlorous acid might be 
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obtained in a gaseous state. Sulphuric acid was used for 
this purpose ; a gas was procured, but, instead of being 
of the deep yellow colour, and having the smell of liquid 
chlorous acid, it rather resembled deutoxide of chlorine. 
The acid was changed into deutozide of chlorine, chlorine, 
and oxygen. 

I had nearly concluded that chlorous acid, like nitric, 
chloric, and bromic acids, could not exist without water ; 
but, before being satisfied with this idea, I considered it pro- 
per to try the effect of an agent, which, though possessing 
an affinity for water, was less powerful than sulphuric acid. 
Nitrate of lime was adopted. When a mixture is made of 
equal parts of liquid chlorous acid, and dry nitrate of lime, 
a lively effervescence takes place ; a gas is disengaged, which 
re-dissolves in the water, and possess^ all the properties 
of liquid chlorous acid. The same result was obtained by 
using phosphoric acid (not prepared from the phosphate of 
ammonia, because, the ammonia which the acid, in this 
case, always contains, would produce chloride of azote, and 
consequently explosions). If the gas is collected in a mer- 
curial trough, in the usual way, it acts upon the metal, and 
nothing remains but oxygen. The following method was, 
therefore, adopted : 

After having introduced into the upper part of a vessel 
filled with mercury, about -^ of its volume of concentrated 
chlorous acid, fragments of dry nitrate of lime were gradu- 
ally passed up. The gas was disengaged in the effervescence, 
and, as it did not touch the mercury, from which it was 
separated by the solution of the nitrate, it was preserved in 
the jar for a long time. It may be transferred from one 
vessel to another, when the manipulation is performed 
rapidly, because it is not decomposed by the metal when it 
passes through it rapidly, and in large bubbles. 

Chlorous acid gas possesses a yellow colour, which is 
somewhat darker than that of chlorine, with which it 
is apt to be confounded. Its odour resemble that of the 
liquid acid. It is completely absorbed by mercury, which 
is converted into muriate and oxide (oxido-chlorure). Water 
absorbs a hundred times its volume of the gas. A some- 
what elevated temperature suffices to separate the elements 
with an explosion, much heat and light being disengaged. 
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Although it is more difficult of decomposition than the 
oxides of chlorine, I have seen it detonate while conveying 
it from one vessel to another. It is proper to add the nitrate 
of lime cautiously, in order that the heat developed during 
the solution of the salt be moderate. I have seen the gas 
iletonate from this cause. 

Exposure to a weak light for some hours did not affect it, 
but the solar light decomposes it in a few minutes, without 
detonation. 

Oxygen and chlorine have no action upon chlorous acid 
gas. Hydrogen does not act upon it at common tempera- 
tures, but if a lighted candle is brought in contact with a 
mixture of these gases, a strong detonation is produced, and 
white vapours of muriatic acid gas appear. 

I have not tried the effect of boron and silicon upon it, 
but I have determined the action of bromine and iodine, 
which form with it chloric and bromic acids, and chlorides 
of bromine and iodine, without detonation. 

Sulphur, selenium, phosphorus, and arsenic, have the same 
action, but are decomposed violently with much light, and 
give rise to sulphurous, selenious, or selenic, phosphoric 
and arsenic acids, with some- free chlorine. When we 
operate with charcoal there is a detonation, but the gas 
produced is a mixture of oxygen and chlorine, and contains 
very little carbonic acid. This decomposition appears to be 
produced 'by the absorption of the gas in the pores of the 
charcoal. 

The metals act differently with chlorous acid gas, according 
to the circumstances in which they are brought in contact. 
If fragments of different metals, enveloped in varnished 
paper, be introduced into a narrow vessel containing a 
small quantity of chlorous acid, complete absorption takes 
place in the course of a few minutes, without detonation. 
An oxide and chloride are formed at the same time. But, 
if the quantity of chlorous acid amounts to some cubic inches, 
the absorption, which begins very gently, terminates by a 
detonation with disengagement of light, and in the upper 
part of the vessel we find a mixture of chlorine and oxygen. 
It is probable that the heat developed in this case by the 
chemical action, produces the decomposition of that portion 
of the gas which has not yet been absorbed. Silver leaf 
actid also in a certain time upon chlorous acid. The metal 
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is partially converted into chloride, and oxygen is disen- 
gaged ; but the heat developed by this reaction decomposes 
part of the gas, and chlorine remains, mixed with oxygen. 

The chlorous acid is equally decomposed by most of the 
compound combustibles. 

Cyanogen and chlorous acid gas act mildly upon each 
other. In a short time, however, we find in the vessel 
chlorine, carbonic acid, and azote ; and the gaseous mixture 
exhales the odour of chloride of cyanogen. 

Carbucetted hydrogen does not act upon chlorous acid, 
but this acid and olefiant gas are decomposed without dis- 
engagement of heat and lights water and chloride of carbon 
remaining 

Phosphuretted, arsenletted, and sulphuretted hydrogen 
gases, on the other hand, detonate, and chlorine mixed 
with a little oxygen, remains. The combination of sulphu- 
retted hydrogen is accompanied with a blue flame similar to 
that exhibited when sulphur burns in the open air. The 
detonation which ammonia produces is also very lively, and 
in this case, as in the preceding, much chlorine is set at 
liberty. The sulphuret of carbon produces also an explosion, 
after which we find in the vessel sulphurous and carbonic 
acid. The smell of the gas indicates that a little chloride 
of sulphur is formed at the same time. 

The decomposition of chlorous by muriatic acid is accom- 
panied with the extrication of heat without disengagement 
of light. The same happens when we operate with hydri- 
odic acid. 

The phosphuret of lime decomposes chlorous acid with a 
brisk detonation, and the gaseous residue contains much 
chlorine. 

Most of the sulphurets, as those of barium, tin, mercury, 
antimony, &c., speedily prdduce the same effect. 

When the gas is small in quantity, the absorption may 
take place without detonation supervening. In the last 
case the smell indicatestbeformationof chloride of sulphur. 

Oxalic acid also decomposes chlorous acid without pro- 
ducing an explosion. 

Carbonic acid decomposes, slowly, chlorous acid gas. In 
a short time the colour of the mixture disappears, and the 
gas possesses the pungent odoujpofchlorO'Carbonic acid gas. 

Protoxide of azote does not appear to undergo any altera* 
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tion from the action of chlorous acid, but with the deutoicide 
a violent detonation takes place. This is accompanied with 
the production of nitrous gas, which new bubbles of chlo- 
rous acid may transform into nitric acid. Dry sulphurous 
acid gas is freely acted on by chlorous acid. In a few hours, 
however, the gaseous mixture placed over the mercury has 
disappeared, and the sulphi^rous acid is changed into sul- 
phuric acid. 

When blotting paper is brought in contact with chlorous 
acid gas a detonation takes place, and in the vessel are found 
oxygen and chlorine, nearly in the proportion to form chlo- 
rous acid, which shews that the gas has detonated princi- 
pally by the heat disengaged in its action upon the paper. 

Indigo decomposes ofalorous acid without detonation, and 
forms a yellow coloured compound. A volume of carbonic 
acid is formed, much inferior to that of the oxygen which 
Idle acid employed contained ; and the chlorine extricated, 
is partly absorbed by the mercury and partly retained in 
the pores of the vegetable matter, in consequence of which 
acid vapours are disengaged when heat is applied. 

The facts detailed prove that chlorous acid, in the gaseous 
state, acts nearly as when liquid. It might at first be 
thought, that the free chlorine found in the vessel, proceeds 
from the decomposition of a portion of the gas, induced by 
the rise of temperature, which is produced by the action of 
the compound combustible ; but only a portion of the chlo- 
rine can be ascribed to this source. Because the quantity 
of oxygen with which it is mixed, is almost always inferior 
to that which in chlorous acid is united with the volume of 
chlorine which is obtained. Hence, it is probable, that in 
these cases the two combustible elements of the compound 
are principally combined with the oxygen. 
(To he continued. J 



Articbe III. 

On the number and character of the Colours that enter into 
the Composition of White Light. By P. C. 

C Continued from p. 179.J 

If we suffer the direct light of the sun to fall on a prism, 
and receive the spectruih upon a scredn in the usual manner, 
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by YErying the distance of the screen it may be observed in 
different stages of its developement. If we look at the 
spectrum thus formed, through an orange-yellow glass, 
which we have already stated is nearly opaque to violet 
light, we shall find that the violet part of the spectruni will 
disappear, and that the blue which is found in it previous 
to its full developement, will invariably be converted to a 
green. If the spectrum be completely developed, the violet 
only will disappear, leaving the red and green very little 
altered in their appearance by the interposition of the 
coloured glass. 

Now, if blue be a simple colour, upon what principle is 
this conversion made ? The yellow glass may refuse trans- 
mission to one of the constituents of a compound colour, 
but it cannot add to a simple colour ; it may weaken it, but 
it cannot change its character. 

If we look through the yellow glass at the spectrum in 
an early stage of its developement, before the white centre 
has entirely disappeared, this white will be converted to a 
yellow : the violet will disappear, and the blue be changed 
to green, as usual. 

The yellow centre, then, is evidently white light from 
which the violet has been withdrawn, or the complement of 
violet light : it follows, that if green be a compound of blue 
and yellow, it must enter into the composition of one of its 
own constituents ; for green is transmitted by the coloured 
glass, and, of course, must form part of the yellow centre. 

We may vary the experiment, by placing the coloured 
glass which refuses transmission to the violet light, either 
before or behind the prism ; and we shall then have a spec- 
trum formed of only two of the primitive colours ; which, 
in its early stages, will exhibit red, the least refrangible of 
these colours, on one side ; and green, the most refrangible, 
on the other ; separated by a yellow, formed by their super- 
position. 

This experiment alone would decide the question at issue; 
the spectrum which is formed by it never exhibits more 
than three colours, red, yellow, and green ; one of which, 
the central yellow, is evidently, from its disappearance in 
proportion as they are developed, a compound of the other 
two- 
It is probable that the communication of this orange- 
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yellow colour to one of the glasses of a'telescope, would, in 
many cases, be attended with advanti^e. The opacity of 
colouring matter used in giving this tint to glass, is so de- 
cided to violet light, that a piece of it in my possession, the 
colour of which is confined to one surface of the glass, upon 
which it forms a mere film, appears to exclude it almost 
entirely; while it freely transmits the green and red. No 
other colour can be so completely excluded, by any means 
with which I am acquainted, without a considerable depth 
of the medium, and a consequent loss of the two colours 
which it is the object to preserve. 

Sir David Brewster, in his treatise on Optics,* suggested 
such an improvement under an impression that yellow is a 
simple colour, and, consequently, that it would render the 
telescope monochromatic ; but although I do not consider 
this opinion correct, I think the advantages aiiticipated by 
Sir David Brewster will not be lessened by it ; as it appears 
two, instead of one, of the most luminous colours will be 
admitted ; and the images formed by them, it is probable, 
may be corrected with greater ease and precision than when, 
as at present, we have three colours to contend with. 

One of the great defects of the telescope, it is well known, 
arises from the want of perfect coincidence in the indepen- 
dent images formed by the light of different colours. The 
colours which surround the collected images are not the 
cause of this defect, but one of its consequences, and, there- 
fore, an indication of its existence ; but their removal, 
supposing the colourless part to remain unaltered, would 
not produce the slightest advantage. 

Let us suppose that we have three pictures so precisely 
alike that if they were placed upon each other the different 
objects represented in them would exactly correspond ; let 
US further suppose these pictures to be transparent, and 
that white objects are represented on one picture red, oil 
another green, and on the other violet. Now, it is evident 
that if it were possible to form such an arrangement, and 
that the light transmitted to the eye from the three pictures 

* If we could obtain a solid or a fluid which would absorb all the other raja of 
the spectrum but the yellouj, with as little loss as there is in red glasses, a telescope 
of the preceding construction would answer for day objects, and for all the pur. 
poses of astronomy. — Treatise on Optics, Lardner^s Cyclopedia p. S68. 
VOL. 11. 2 A 
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were in the proportion which forms white li^t, all these 
objects would be white, without the least appearance of 
colour. This is precisely what we should hare in the field 
of view with a perfect telescope. 

But if, instead of being of the same dimensions, we sup- 
pose the pictures, preserving their correspondence in every 
other respect, to be drawn upon different scales, the violet 
picture, for instance, a little larger than the green, and the 
green a little larger than the red, it is obvious that when 
thejare placed upon each other, the want of correspondence 
will be found throughout the whole ; and though the defect 
will gradually increase from the centre as we proceed to 
the circumference, there will not be a single object the 
three images of which will perfectly coincide. It will be 
no remedy for this defect in the telescope, therefore, to 
absorb the violet which extends at the edges beyond the 
green; and the blue, formed by the green and violet, 
which is seen beyond the red, where all the colours meet 
and form white ; unless we extend the operation to every 
part of every object in the field of view, and thus render 
the whole monochromatic : any thing short of this might 
still leave the head of one animal in red light upon the 
shoulders of another in violet light, and, by other trans* 
fers, upon the same principle, produce such confusion as 
would, at least, preclude the possibility of a distinct percep- 
tion of minute objects : it would be like cutting the edges 
of the pictures we have been speaking of, so as to reduce 
them to the same dimensions, leaving minute objects, re- 
presented upon them, mixed together in endless confusion, 
and the different parts of larger objects in the same disjointed 
state, though they would in some degree preserve their pro- 
per colours by a system of mutual compensations. 

This defect is lessened, but not cured, in the achromatic 
telescope. Sir D. Brewster informs us thai '^ all achromatic 
telescopes whatever, when made of crown and flint glass, 
exhibit the secondary colours, viz. the tDine-cohuredsaid the 
^een fringes.'* (p. 369.) The wine-colousned fringes are 
formed of red and violet, of which green is the complemen- 
tary colour ; the former are seen upon one edge of white 
objects, and the latter upon the opposite edge, from the 
want of exact. coincidence between the differently coloured 
images ; and they cannot be entirely removed but by either 
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bringing the images into a position in whicli they exactly 
correspond, or absorbing the whole of the colour, or colours, 
of which they are formed. 

If we direct a conunon telescope to an uniform surface of 
white light, the field of view will be surrounded with blue 
and violet fringes; the complementary fringes, red and 
yellow, being gradually lost in the white centre by a system 
of mutual compensations. But if the field of view be broken 
by the interposition of different objects, this mutual com* 
pensation will be interrupted, and every interruption will 
be marked with complementary colours, which will be most 
distinctly seen upon the edges of white objects $ where they 
will be violet and blue on one side, and yellow and red on 
the other. 

These fringes are a^ necessary consequence of the different 
refrangibility of light : the violet rays converge at a greater 
angle than the green, and the green at a greater angle than 
the red; of course, they arrive at a focus, so as to form 
correct images, at different distances from the object glass. 
Now, if it were possible to view these images through the 
glass by which they are formed, or through any other similar 
to it, and in the same direction^ the images, notwithstanding 
their different distances, would fall upon the retina together, 
and form one correct picture, because these distances are 
precisely what are required for this purpose ; the effect of 
refraction, when the images fall on the eye, being in every 
respect the reverse of what it is when they fall on a screen. 
But when we view these images, as we necessarily do, in 
an opposite direction, the eye glass, instead of correcting, 
doubles the defect; the violet image, which, to produce 
distinct vision of the whole, should be the nearest, is the 
most distant ; and the red, which requires to be kept at a 
greater distance to form a corresponding image with the 
violet, is the nearest ; of course, the violet, which, after 
passing the focus, is not only the most divergent, but de« 
verges through a greater space, forms the largest image ; 
the green, the next in size ; and the red, the smallest ; and 
when these images are superposed, the different appear- 
ances, as already described, are what our theory prepares uS 
to expect. 

It appears, then, from these considerationci, that the re- 
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medy fof this evil may be applied either to the object glass^ 
or to the eye glass ; the images may be brought by the 
former to positions which will enable ns to view them dis- 
tinctly with the latter; or the latter may be so modified as 
to enable us to see the images distinctly without this change 
in their position ; and, of course, such remedies may be 
applied to operate jointly. 

Hitherto the attention of opticians has been chiefly 
directed to the former remedy ; and it appears they have so 
far succeeded, that the violet and the red images are united 
in our present achromatic telescopes; and as these two 
colours form images upon the retina which with the com- 
mon telescope differ most in size, we may hope that, when 
the attention of the artist is directed to a known object, the 
apparently lesser difficulty presented by the green image 
will not be long an obstacle to our bringing this noble 
instrument to perfection. It appears, indeed, that this 
desirable object has been already attained, by the ingenious 
combination of a fluid with a solid to form the object lens ; 
but, from the changeable character of fluids, a correction 
by means of glasses only, is still a desideratum. 

I have devoted considerable time and attention to the 
class of coloured fringes connected with this subject, of 
which I have not met with an explanation in any optical 
work I have had an opportunity of consulting ; and as it is 
desirable to form correct views of the principle upon which 
they make their appearance, not only as it relates to the 
subject we have adverted to, but, also, as it regards others 
of almost equal importance, it is my intention to enter more 
fully into their explanation than would be required to obtain 
from them the evidence they furnish in support of my prin- 
cipal object. I feel the more confident that a correct expla- 
nation has not yet been given of these fringes ; because, it 
necessarily implies a knowledge of the division of the spec- 
trum, such as is here set forth ; for no other arrangement 
will account, satisfactorily, for the -different appearances 
they present. 

Newton has shewn that white light may be re-composed 
by viewing the spectrum formed by a prism, through another 
prism similar to it, and held at the same distance from the 
spectrum, with its refracting angle in the same position. 
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If the light be admitted through a small aperture to the first 
prism, it is seen through the second prism in the position 
which it would have occupied/ and in erery other respect 
the same as if the l%ht had passed directly from the aperture 
to the screen, without the intervention of the two prisms. 

The effect, therefore, of the interposition of a prism when 
the light is suffered to fall directly upon the eye, is precisely 
the reverse of what it is when the light falls lipon a screen ; 
for the violet light, which is the most elevated in the latter 
.case, is the most depressed in the former ; and, consequently, 
the light, or the aperture by which it is admitted, being 
viewed through a prism placed at the same distance from it 
as the screen, will present a spectrum depressed instead of 
elevated, and with the colours reversed : we see the light 
in the direction in which it appears to come, which, of 
course, is the reverse of that iii which it is going. 

If we increase the size of the aperture by which the white 
light is admitted, the distance of the prism we view it with 
must be increased in the same proportion, in order to pro- 
duce the complete developement of its different colours ; 
for each colour is seen under a certain angle of deviation 
from the proper position of the aperture ; and it is the dif- 
ference of these aogles, which is constant with the same 
prism, that causes the developement, or separation, of the 
different images : the fringes, therefore, increase in breadth 
by increasing the distance of the prism, until they are equal 
to the breadth of the aperture ; when the images of it, and, 
consequently, the colours, are seen completely developed. 

Any objects which reflect white light may be substituted 
for the apertures we have been speaking of; narrow strips 
of white polished metal, when viewed with a prism, form 
very distinct spectra : and when the metal does not exceed 
the tenth of an inch in breadth, the three images of it may 
be seen at a distance, which one hand can conveniently reach, 
while the other supports the prism. The interposition of 
the yellow glass reduces the colours of this spectrum to 
green and red. 

There can be no question with regard to spectra thus dis- 
tinctly formed ; but when the colours of two or more of 
these spectra run into each other, previous to their complete 
developement, it requires some attention to form clear con- 
ceptions of the different combinations produced by it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



358 P. C. m the Colours that enter into the [Not. 

If we direet a prism to a window, with the refracting 
angle downward, the horizontal hats which separate the 
panes of glass are seen fringed with colours; when the 
prism is brought within a few inches of the window, the 
colours above the bar are blue and violet, and below the bar 
red and yellow ; the violet, though it appears upon the bar, 
is seen, at this distance, separated from the red ; but upon 
increasing the distance of the prism from the window, it 
runs rapidly towards the red below the bar, and, by the 
intersection of the two colours, forms a crimson. The 
colours are now reduced to blue, crimson, and yellow, upon 
the different bars of the window ; and between them the 
white light appears to be admitted as usual. 

But the white light thus admitted has very different pro- 
perties to ordinary light, and corresponds in every respect 
with the white light seen upon the screen, between the 
fringes of colours, in an early stage of the developement of 
the spectrum, when it is formed by the direct light of the 
sun in the usual manner. 

The shadows of all objects placed in this light, whether 
before or behind the prism, are seen fringed with colours, 
which increase in breadth with increase of distance, and 
correspond exactly with the fringes seen upon the bars of 
the window. This white light is refracted light : it pre- 
serves its colour when uninterrupted, because the three 
primitive colours intersect each other in the proportion 
required to form white light ; but the rays of the three 
colours have three different directions, or diverge at three 
different angles, and the slightest interruption to the mutual 
and successive compensation, which one image supplies to 
the other, produces the appearance of colours. 

If an object be placed in white light formed of parallel 
rays,* its shadow makes its progress to a distant screen, 
bounded by lines parallel to these rays ; and when it falls 
upon the screen it forms an undivided shadow, without any 
appearance of colours ; but refracted white light, being 
formed by the intersection of three surfaces of parallel 

* We 8re here speaking in general terms ; we know that it is impossiUe Id 
produce a surface of light fenned of parallel rays ; every point of every oljeot, 
when illuminated with the direct light of the svoi, receives tbjs from every part of 
It : and the light reflected by the clouds must have still less pretension to this 
character. 
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rays,* of as many different colours making their progress 
in three different direotionsy must ultimately produce, when 
any part of it is int&roepted, a distinct shadow of the inter^ 
eepting object in each colour : during its progress, how- 
ever, and previous to the complete developement of the 
different colours, the three shadows will remain united, and 
exhibit, with a continually increasing breadth, a variety of 
coloured fringes ; some of them simple, and others formed 
by the intersection of two*colours. 

The action of the edges of the interposed bodies has 
nothing to do with the production of this class of coloured 
fringes : these edges act merely as boundaries, that allow 
certain rays to pass, which, by their intersection at this 
point, form white light ; but which, in their further pro- 
gress, require for this purpose a succession of other similar 
rays ; and these being intercepted by the obstructing body, 
they make their appearance in their proper colours, and in 
their own independent direction. The fringes in refracted 
white light, while they continue distinct, are violet and blue 
on one side of the shadow, and yellow and red on the other ; 
and by observing their progress, whatever may be their 
breadth, we shall find that the two sides are complementary 
to each other ; so that if one were moved towards the other, 
exactly the space occupied by the intercepting object, the 
violet would fall upon the yellow, and the blue upon the 
red, and again produce an uniform surface of white light. 

The following simple experiment will prove this : Place 
two white cards upon a black surface, with their edges 
parallel, and about an inch from each, other : upon viewing 
the cards thus arranged, through a prism, with the refract- 
ing angle downward, and held at a short distance from them, 
the fringes upon the upper card will be blue and violet, and 
upon the lower, red and yellow ; the distance of the prism 
may be easily regulated so as to bring the violet of the 
upper card close to the red of the under card, but without 
interfering with it : if we now fix the prism in this position, 
and with a pair of compasses, opened to the distance of the 
cards from each other, measure the space from the centre 
of the blue to the centre of the red, and from the centre of 
the violet to the centre of the yellow, we shall Qnd that the 

* See note p, 358. 
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points of the compasses &11 respeetively on these centres ; 
so that, supposing the fringes to be fixed, and the cards 
brought together, the complementary colours w<nild be 
superposed. Thatthis superposition, or intersection, actu- 
ally takes place, we may prove by bringing the two cards 
so much nearer to each other as to cause a superposition of 
the red and violet fringes ; this will reduce the separation 
of the cards to about half their former distance : if we now 
view the cards through the prism, we shall find that this 
superposition has produced crimson, the colour formed by 
violet and red, and thatthesctwo colours have disappeared. 
If, pursuing the experiment, we gradually bring the cards 
closer, as the blue covers the red, the violet will intersect 
the yellow, and the whole of the colours will become weaker, 
until, upon the meeting of the edges, they disappear. 

In the closing part of this experiment, we separate the 
violet from the red, and carry it forward to the yellow; 
while, with the same change in the position of the cards, 
the blue is made to overlap the red, and the whole surface 
becomes white. But, although in this experiment white 
light is formed by the intersection of the usual complemen- 
tary colours, it is worthy of remark, that the superposition 
of the three compound colours which are here collected 
together, viz. blue, yellow, and crimson, would also pro- 
duce white light ; and it is desirable to notice it, not only 
as a circumstance curious in itself, but, also, to prevent its 
misleading those, who being disposed to consider blue, yel- 
low, and red, the primitive colours, may suppose they have 
formed white light by their superposition, simply by mis- 
taking crimson for red ; a mistake which, as we have before 
observed, may easily be made. 

If we now confine our attention to one of these cards, we 
may observe that the fringes upon the upper edge have the 
same complementary character to the fringes upon the lower 
edge ; and that, in fact, the whole of these fringes arise 
from the want of a correct superposition of the three ims^s 
of the card upon the retina, produced by the unequal re- 
fraction of the prism : we see the fringes upon the edges 
only, because, upon every other part of the card white light 
is formed by a system of mutual compensations. 

If, instead of bringing the cards nearer to each other, we 
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withdraw .the pmm to a greater digtasce from tfaem, the 
violet fringe will intersect the red fringe, producing by the 
miztare the same crimson colour ; and after passing through 
the red it will reach the yellow, its place in the red bdng 
supplied by the blue, and the whole of the colours will gra- 
dually disappear as before. If we recollect that the violet 
light is turned out of its course more than the green, and 
the green more than the red, we shall perceive that the 
most refrangible colours must necessarily overtake, and 
then intersect, the less refrangible ; and thus, not only fill 
up the. interval produced by the dark ground, but, also, 
when the distance of the prism is sufficiently increased, 
cause the disappearance of the complementary colours upon 
its boundaries by their intersection. 

It is thus that the crimson fringes are formed upon the 
bars of a window when received through a prism ; and it 
is upon this principle that these bars, and the fringes upon- 
them, disappear when the prism is withdrawn to a sufficient 
distance.* The only difference in the two experiments is, 
that when we look at the cards we see two distinct surfaces 
of reflected light ; and when we look at the window we see 
distinct- surfaces of direct light : it is the intersection of the 
spectra, formed by these distinct sur&ces, which produce 
the phenomena we have been investigating. 

It is not necessary, in order to produce colours in white 
refracted light, that the light of any part of the sur&ce 
should be entirely removed, the slightest inequality being 
sufficient for this purpose; for, to preserve an uniformly 
white surface in refracted light, it is required that the rays 
of any colour removed from one part, should be exactly re- 
placed by rays of the same colour, and of the same intensity, 
from another part ; which, in like manner, must be com* 
p^osated from another throughout the whole, in succession ; 
but if the. compensating rays, though of the same colour, 
be of greater or less intensity, the colour in excess, in one 
ease, and the complementary colour in the other, will ap- 
pear with an intensity proportioned to the difference. Per- 
haps the description will be rendered more intelligible by 

* By viewing a window (an open casement) at a distance of twenty or thirty 
yards, the horizontal divisions are rendered invisihle through an equi-angulat 
prisi*. 
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fltetisf , that the tkree snrfMes of ooioanB npon a white body 
m iimr imnfractdd state, are everywhere in ^e proportion 
which forms white Hght; and though the quantity of light 
may vary on different parts of the body, pvodocisig a diffe* 
rence of intensity, every part has the essential properties of 
white light ; but when the images are shifted by the action 
of the prism, any difference in the intensity of die white 
nnrefracted surface must produce colours ; because the- parts 
of the- images now intersect each other in different pontions, 
without any regard to the just proportion of the colours 
which previously existed ; and as the whole of the colours 
taken together are in the proportion which forms white 
light, any excess in one part must be marked with a corre- 
sponding deficiency in another. Hence, shadows, clouds, 
and, in short, all obstructions, whether in reflected or direct 
light, which produce inequalities in the light that falls 
on the surface of the prism, are bonndcj^d with complemen- 
tary colours. 

The explanation of these fringes, which is here attempted^ 
introduces no new point of theory ; it is simply the applica^ 
ti<m of the Newtonian theory of refraction to particular cir- 
cumstances ; the phenomena of which, though at first view 
they appear to be out of its usiml order, are, in fact, such 
necessary consequences of it, that if the appearanees were 
sot exactly as we find them, the theory, as delivered to us 
by its illustrious author, could not be supported. 

In a paper which I some time since addressed to the Royal 
Society, I have extended the. explanation to the fringes seen 
in diffiracted light; and, by showing the connexion be» 
tween this light and refracted light, the most important, if 
not the whole of the phenomena exhibited by the. former, 
are reduced to the most simple principles. 
. Having, then, explained as well as I can, in. so concise a 
foim^ the nature and character of these firibages, with refe* 
renceto the theory of three primitive eoloucs, I .wiU now 
endeavour to draw from them more direct evidence. in sup- 
port of this theory. 

' If weIook.throttglLsprism.atthebarsof.a window, as 
before directed ; at some little distance from the window, 
the horizontal bar which divided the panes of glass will 
appear to be fringed with three colours, blue, crimson and 
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jdtbm ; if we then interpose the yellow glass, hefore spoken 
of, between the eye and the prism, we shall find that the 
crimson will be re-converted to red, and that the bine will 
be dianged to green. Now, having previously ascertained, 
by a variety of experiments, that this crimson is formed l^ 
the intersection of the violet jand red fringes, we here per- 
ceive that the very same action of the coloured glass which 
restores the colour of the red, converts the blue to green. 
The inference which must be drawn from this experiment, 
that blue is a compound colour, does not admit of a doubt. 

If the two surfiu^es of white light be separated by an object 
of greater breadth than the window bars, the violet light 
will be more distinctly seen before it intersects the red f 
and if in this state of the fringes we interpose the yellow 
glass, the violet will disappear, and the blue will be con* 
verted to green as before : it is therefore evident, from both 
these experiments, that blue is a compound of green and 
violet. By looking at distant objects, such as houses, trees, 
&c., this sudden conversion, upon the interposition of the 
yellow glass, is rendered very striking and beautiful. 

The orange tint is given to yellow glass by its absorption, 
in addition to nearly the whole of the violet, of a larger 
proportion of the green than of the red light ; and, upon 
this principle, by increasing the number of glasses, we may 
convert the ydlow fringes, together with the whole of the 
white light, to a red. This experiment is not so striking 
as the former; because the absorbing power of the glass is 
not so decided for green as for violet light ; but the prin«> 
ciple is the same, and it proves very clearly, that the same 
action of the coloured glass which removes the green 
fringes, converts the yellow to red. 

With crimson glasses, the yellow fringes are converted 
to a beautiful scarlet. The white light between the fringes^ 
when seen through this glass is crimson, or red and violet ; 
but there being no violet in the yellow fringes, the red only 
is admitted. The blue fringes are changed by crimson 
glasses to violet, by the absorption of the green. 

The experiments with these coloured fringes might be 
varied so as to produce a body of evidence, which if it stood 
alone would be sufficient to decide the question ; but in this, 
as in other instances, I have produced such experiments 
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cnly as are necessary to explain the piinoiples upon which 
they are made, and applied ; leaving it to the judgment of 
your readers to supply the deficiency, either to confirm or 
to refute what I have advanced, as they may consider most 
conducive to the discovery and support of truth, the great 
objects of philosophical investigation. 

I have found it very convenient, as well as instructive, 
in many cases, to admit light through an aperture in a card, 
of about a tenth of an inch in breadth j and about an inch in' 
length ; before which such coloured glasses may be placed 
as are known to transmit only certain colours ; or other 
glasses, the absorbing power of which it maybe desirable to 
ascertain ; ia order that the light transmitted by them may 
be analysed by the prism. 

If we place an orange-yellow glass, of a tint just suffi- 
ciently dark to prevent the transmission of any violet light, 
between the window and the aperture in the card, the light 
admitted by it will, of course, be yellow ; but if a prism be 
interposed between the aperture and the eye^ the yellow 
will be divided into green and red, which, if the glass be 
not of too dark a colour, will be nearly equal in breadth. 
If we vary the experiment, by covering only a part of the 
length of the aperture with the coloured glass, we shall 
have a complete and simple analysis of white and yellow 
light at one view. 

I have formed another class of experiments, by causing 
the prismatic fringes from a white card to fall upon a 
coloured ground, and thus produce either white, or some 
other compound colour. Upon a red ground, for instance, 
such as scarlet moreen, when the reflection from the two 
sources reach the eye in the proper proportions, the ground 
becomes white where the blue fringes fall, and crimson with 
the violet fringes. 

The following simple experiment, upon this principle, is 
very conclusive. I have a hearth rug the border of which 
18 fbrmed of stripes of different colours, of about an inch in 
breadth ; consisting of a black, a red, a light blue, a light 
green, and a yellow, in the order in which they are named, 
upon directing the pri»m to this border, the red retains its 
proper colour; the 'blue becomes green : and the green is 
converted to blue ; the exchange of these colours- is' so corn- 
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plete that it can be observed only by their change of position : 
when the violet fringe is extended to the yellow, by with*- 
drawing the prism, it converts it to white. In this experi- 
ment there are no fringes from the black to interfere with 
the red ; and the red being less refrangible than any part of 
the blue, does not overtake it; but the violet being more 
refrangible than the green,, with which it is combined to 
form the blue, leaves it to form a union with- the ^unmixd 
green adjoining; and, when still farther extended, with 
the yellow beyond it. By directing the prism across the 
stripes diagonally, the breadth of the fringes may be regu- 
lated without altering the distance of the prism. 

In the multitude of experiments from which these have 
been selected, I have never observed any thing which gave 
me the least reason to doubt the correctness of the theory 
by which I have attempted to explain them. The colours 
which are ccmsidered compound have submitted to decompo- 
sition, with the results which might haye been expected, 
whenever the proper methods for the purpose have been 
adopted ; while the simple colours, red, green, and violet 
have withstood every test which has been applied to them : 
these colours may be weakened, or they may be wholly re- 
moved in the course of our experiments, but they are never 
changed. It is necessary to observe that we are here speak- 
ing of the primary colours in a state of purity ; when they 
are diluted with white light, the decomposition of this light 
by coloured media, produces the appearance of modifications, 
which however, are readily removed by such methods as 
leave no doubt as to their cause. 

P. C. 
Weston Super Mare^ August 31«^, 1836. 
To the Editor of the Records of General Science. 



Article IV. 

The action of Saline Solutions on Fibrin By Harby Raint, 
M.D., Lecturer on the Theory of Physic in the University 
of Glasgow. 
{To the JEdUor of the Records of General Science.} 
Sib, 

You will oblige me by giving the following remarks a 
place in your Recoi*d« of GeneraLSeience. They were partly 
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suggested by Professor Miiller's valaable paperon the Blood, 
which appeared in one of jour late Numbers. 

I am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Habrt Raivt. 
Ohugaw, Uth October, 1835. 

Though it has been generally admitted that fibrin agrees 
in its chemical properties with coagulated albumen, it has 
been stated expliciUy by Tiedeman and Gmelin, and more 
recently by Miiller, that fibrin is distinguished by the pro- 
perty of dissolving readily in a solution of muriate of am- 
monia. Such authorities would seem to leave no doubt with 
regard to the fiict ; yet, on repeating the experiment fre- 
quently some months i^o, I did not observe any solution ; 
and I have since noticed that Berzelius had been equally 
unsuccessful. From these discrepancies it was obvious that 
there must be some peculiarity either in the state of the 
fibrin itself, or in the manner of conducting the process, 
that materially influences the result. 

My attention has recently been recalled to this subject by 
accidentally observing that some fibrin prepared from 
Aunum blood, dissolved almost entirely in a solution of com- 
mon taltj into which it had been put for the purpose of 
preserving it in a moist state. I was led, by this circum- 
stance, to perform the following experiments : — 

1 . A portion of moist fibrin, recently prepared from human 
Uood, and very carefully washed, was put into a diluted 
solution of common salt, at the ordinary temperature. It 
gradually swelled, assumed a gelatinous appearance, and in 
the course of- twenty-four hours, dissolved in the liquid, 
with the exception of a weak portion of a mucous-like sub- 
stance, which formed a thin stratum at the bottom of the 
phial, and which did not dissolve by adding fresh solution. 

2. The solution of fibrin (1 .) was clear, and frothed readily 
on agitation. When heated, it became opaque, and deposited 
copious white coagula. This took place at 130^ Fahren- 
heit ; consequently, rather at a lower temperature than that 
at which ordinary albumen coagulates. The precipitate did 
not re-dissolve on cooling, and seemed, in every respect, to 
agree in its propertiei with coagulated albumen. 

3. U was natural to suspect, from the last experiment. 
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that the Ahrin would not dkeolye in any solatium of aali 
heated to 130^ or Upwards. This conjectuse was fuUy eon- 
firmed on trial. Fibrin put into solution of salt at any 
temperature above 130°, did not dissolve, and could not 
afterwards be dissolved, even at the ordinary temperature. 
It is, therefore, evident that escposure to heat produces 
some change on fibrin, which prevents its dissolvii^ in solu* 
tion of salt, exactly as heat renders ordinary albumen inso- 
luble in water. Tliis accounts for the failure of my first 
trials with muriate of ammonia, fi>r I had heated the solu- 
tion with the view of accelerating the procesa ; and Berze- 
lius appears to have operated in the same manner. 

4. The portion of fibrin which disserves bears a striking 
analogy to soluble albumen. This led me to suspect that 
its coagulation might be owing to some serum still adhering 
to the fibrin ; but the same results were obtained however 
carefully the fibrin was washed. And, on the other hand, 
the fibrin, when kept in pure water, underwent no percep- 
tible change, and the water did not extract from it any albu'* 
minous matter, for it remained perfecdy transparent when 
boiled. The presence of the salt, therefore, is necessary to 
resolve the fibrin into the albuminous matter. 

5. Some of the solution (1) was mixed with an aqueous 
solution of corrosive sublimate. No precipitate was pro- 
duced. I at first supposed that this indicated a decided 
difference between soluble albumen and the substance which 
the saline solution extracts from fibrin ; but, on making the 
trial, I found that a solution of white of egg, mixed with 
common salt, is not precipitated by corrosive sublimate. 
Tliis fact I now find had been previously noticed. 

» 6. Some of the same fibrin, prepared from humaH blood, 
carefully dried at the ordinary temperature, and which had 
been kept in the dry state for several weeks, was acted on 
by the solution of salt almost exactly as the recent moist 
fibrin. It swelled, became white, then transparent and 
gelatinous, and in a few hours dissolved, leaving a minute 
quantity of whitish matter, which did not cohere like the 
mucus left by the recent fibrin. The solution yielded c<^- 
oua coi^ula when heated^ exactly like, the soluticod of the 
recent fibrin. 
7. The solution of common salt on^ployed in- the above 
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experiments was dilate. A saturated solution does not ap- 
pear to hare any eflfeet in dissolving fibrin : bat a mixtare 
of equal parts of saturated solution and water acts distinetly ; 
and when the saturated solution i& diluted with four or five 
times its bulk of water, it acts still more rapicBy. I have 
not ascertMued what degree of dilation produces the most 
effective solutions, but a solution diluted with five times 
its bulk of water, acts more powerfully than a stronger 
solution. 

8. From some trials I am indiiied to think that by far 
the greater part of the fibrin dissolved is coagulated and 
precipitated by heat. When this is deposited the solution 
still retains a minute portion of animal matter, apparently 
similar to that which is extracted from fibrin by boiling it 
in water. 

9. Solutions oi muriate of amnumiay muriate of lime, muriate 
ofbarytes, nitrate of potash, eulphate ofeoda, tartrate of potash 
and soda, and acetate of soda, have exactly the same effect 
on the fibrin of hwnan blood, that solution -of muriate of 
soda has. They dissolve by far the greater part of the 
fibrin, leaving a slight residuum which is either of a mucous 
consistence, or whitish, and without cohesion. The solution 
coagulates about 130° Fahr., depositing white flocculi. In 
like manner fibrin, if once heated to 130°, is not affected 
by any of these solutions. It is very probable that many 
of the salts which I have not tried produce similar effects. 
Solutions of hydriodate of potash, and of subborate of soda, 
dissolve the fibrin, but do not cellulate when heated. I 
believe they prevent the coagulation of ordinary albumen. 

10. The above experiments were made, as I have stated, 
on fibrin of human blood. The experiments which I have 
made on the fibrin of oj? blood, and sheqp blood, have given 
different results. Fibrin from these sources does, indeed, 
yield some albuminous matter to the saline solutions, but it 
is in small quantity. The fibrin retains its cohesion, and 
the liquid only yields a slight muddiness, or, at most, a very 
few flocculi when boiled. The solutions of muriate of am- 
monia, common salt, nitre, and sulphate of soda, appear to 
be the most effective. 

1 1 . I have made some experiments on the action of some 
of these solutions, on muscular fibie, freed as much as pos- 
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sible from cellular membrane, and carefully washed. In no 
case was the muscular fibre completely dissolved, or even 
so much changed as to destroy its fibrous appearance, when 
viewed with the microscope ; but, in general, the muscular 
matter was softened, and the liquid gave more or less albu- 
minous precipitate when boiled. These effects were most 
distinct with human muscle, less so with the muscle of 
haddock, very slight with the muscle of ox, and scarcely 
perceptible with the muscle of sheep. 

12. It follows, from these &cts, that fibrin, differs mate- 
rially in its properties, according to the source from which 
it is derived ; that in general it yields to saline solutions, 
at the ordinary temperaturey a substance resembling soluble 
albumen ; that the proportion of this substance yielded by 
fibrin varies materially ; that it is greatest in the fibrin of 
human blood ; that fibrin cannot dissolve in solutions of 
muriate of ammonia if heated above 130^ ; and that several 
kinds of fibrin are very slightly acted on by that solution at 
any temperature. 



Article V. 

On the Sesqiiisulphate of Manganese. By Thomas Thomson, 
M.D., F.R.S., &c., Regius Professor of Chemistry in the 
University of Glasgow. 

When neutral solutions of sulphate of zinc and chloride of 
manganese are mixed together, no sensible change takes 
place. But if the mixture be concentrated it gradually 
deposits yellowish-white coloured crusts, which constitute 
a hitherto undescribed salt of manganese. 

This salt dissolves readily in water, but I could not suc- 
ceed in obtaining it in crystals. Its taste is sweetish and 
astringent, and slightly acid. 

16-26 grs. of it, rendered as dry as possible by pressure 
between the folds of bloating paper, and subsequent expo- 
sure to a gentle heat, were dissolved in water and mixed 
with a great excess of carbonate of ammonia. The mixture 
was left for twenty-four hours, and during that time was 
frequently agitated. It was then thrown on a filter, to 
collect the white precipitate which had fallen. This prec^ 

VOL. II. 2 B 
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pitate became brown by exposure to the air, and by ignition 
acquired a reddish tint In this state it was red oxide of 
manganese. It weighed 6-78 grs. « 5-38 gr. of protoxide 
of manganese. 

The ammoniacal liquid which passed through the filter 
being evaporated to dryness, and the residue re-di{»olved 
in water, left a small quantity of matter, which became red 
by ignition, and was also red oxide of manganese. It 
weighed 007 gr. = 0-065 gr. of protoxide. So that the 
whole protoxide of manganese contained in 16*26 g^. of 
the salt amounts to 6*445 gr. 

The liquid thus freed from base was treated with nitrate 
of silver. The chloride of silver obtained, weighed after 
ignition, 0*5 gr. = 0*12 gr. of chlorine. 

The excess of silver being removed by the addition of a 
little common salt, the liquid was precipitated by muriate 
of bary tes . The sulphate of bary tes obtained being collected, 
washed and ignited, weighed 24*06 grs. » 8*5 gr. sulphuric 
acid. 

What is wanting to complete the 16*26 grs. must be water. 
For no other constituent could be obtained. 

Thus, it appears that the salt is composed of. 

Sulphuric acid 8*5 

Chlorine . ., 0*12 

Protoxide of manganese . . 5*445 
Water 2*195 

16*26 
The chlorine was doubtless combined with manganese, 
probably in the state of tiis-chloride. We must, therefore, 
subtract 0*36 from the protoxide of manganese. The re- 
mainder, 6*085, is the quantity of manganese in c<mibina- 
tion with the sulphuric acid. Now, 6*1 is to 8*5 as 4*5 to 
7*5. So that the salt is composed very nearly of 

IJ atom sulphuric acid • . 7*5 

1 atom protoxide of manganese 4*5 

2 atoms water 2*25 

14-25 
The water was rather less than two atoms. Probably a 
little had been driven off in the attempt to dry the salt by 
heat. 
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To what the yellow colour is owing,. which this salt pos- 
sesses I do not know. The solution of it in water is colour- 
less, so that none of the manganese can be in the state of 
red oxide. I could detect no oxide of zinc in the oxide of 
manganese, and none could be extracted hj digesting the 
newly precipitated oxide in caustic potash. 



Article VI. 

Animal Heat, 

Becquerel and Breschet are at present engaged in a series 
of experiments upon this subject. Their mode of deter- 
mining the temperature of diffSerent parts of animal bodies 
is by means of a thermo-electric multiplier, with needles 
and probes formed of two diflPerent metals, soldered in cer- 
tain points only. 

The needles are of two kinds, the most simple being com- 
posed of two other needles, the one of platinum, or copper, 
the other of steel, soldered at one of their extremities in 
the direction of their lengths, each of them being about half 
a millimetre (O0196 inch) in diameter, and a decimetre 
(3*93 inches) in length. One of these needles is introduced 
into that part of the body whose temperature is to be deter- 
mined, the soldered part being placed in the same medium. 
The two free ends are then made to communicate with the 
wires of the multiplier. The points of junction, platinum 
and copper, steel and copper, if the platinum and steel needle 
is employed, or the points of junction of steel and copper, 
if the steel and copper needle is employed, are placed in 
melting ice, in order that the temperature may remain con- 
stant. The magnetic needle then deviates, in consequence 
of the difference of temperature which exists between the 
point examined and zero. Experience shows that the maxi- 
mum effect is found between QP & 26^ ; therefore, before 
commencing the experiment, the multiplier may be so 
adjusted that the needle shall stand between 20° & 25°, in 
order that the most minute deviations may be noted. When 
the magnetic needle has acquired a fixed equilibrium, the 
probe is withdrawn from the part examined, and the corre- 
sponding soldered part is plunged into a water-bath, of 
which the temperature is raised until a deviation is pro- 

2b2 
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duced, considerably, above tfaat which was previously ob- 
tained. The water is allowed to cool, and the temperature 
corresponding to this deviation is marked by an excellent 
thermometer. By this method of procedure the following 
temperatures were obtained. A & B distinguish two per- 
sons aged 20 years ; C, a person aged 66 years : — 

First series of Experiments. — Temperature of the Air 63°*6 

NAME OF THE PART. TEMPERATUBE. 

Brachial biceps of A . . 97^76F. 

Adjacent cellular tissue . . 94*46 

Mouth . . . . . . 98-24 

Brachial biceps of B . . . 98-29 

Abjacent cellular tissue . . . 95-81 

Mouth 98-06 

Biceps of B' 9818 

Cellular tissue .... 96-69 

Mouth 98-6 

Black Dog. 

Flexor Muscle of the thigh 10112 

Cellular tissue of the neck . . . 98-6 

Abdomen 101-3 

Chest 101-12 

Another Dog. 

Muscle of the thigh : . . 100-4 

Chest 98-6 

Abdomen 100-68 

Second series of Experiments.— Temperature of the Air 63-6. 

Biceps of B 98-29 

Cellular tissue .... 9604 

Calf of the leg 98-42 

Mouth 98-6 

Biceps of C 98-42 

Cellular tissue .... 96-69 

Third Experiment. — Black Dog already submitted to 

Experiment. 

Muscle of the thigh . 101-48 
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Third series of Experiments. 

NAME "OF THE PART. TBMPBRATtmB. 

Mouth of B 98^-83 

Mouth of A . . . . 98-61 

Mouth of B by thermometer . 98*6 

Second Experiment. 

Biceps of B 98*78 

Cellular tissue .... 96*86 

Third Experiment.— Carp (Cyprinus Carpio.) 

Different parts 66*3 

Water . . . . . . 55*4 

Fourth series of Experiments. — Made with probes with two 
h'onchesy termed needles of the second hind. 

Biceps of B . . . M81 inch deep 98*16 



Muscles of the calf . 1*672 
Adjacent cellular tissue 0*393 
Pectoralis major . . 1*672 
Adjacent cellular tissue 0*393 



9816 
94*1 
98*16 
941 



Second Experiment^ — A young Griffin of medium size. 

Pectoralis miy or. . • 1*672 inch deep 100*86 
Cellular tissue . . . 0*393 ,, 99*6 

ITiird Experiment upon B. 

Biceps at .... 1*18 inch deep 97*7 
Cellular tissue . . 94*1 

Fourth Experiment^ — Upon a Dog. 

Muscle of the thigh . . . 101*3 
Cellular tissue of the thigh . . 100*31 

The lung . . . . 101*3 , 

Abdomen 101*3 

Fifth series of Experiments , with two Multipliers. — A Dog. 

Muscle of the thigh . • . 100*86 

Chest , 101*9 

Brain (The two ends of the probe 
were admitted by trepanning a 
small portion.) . . 100*86 
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From these experiments it appears that, 1. In man the 
temperature of the muscles exceeds that of the cellular 
tissue by 4^ k 2°i. 2. The mean temperature of the muscles 
of three young persons, aged 20 years, was found to be 
98°* 186, With the common thermometer, Dr. Davy esti- 
mated the heat of the human body at 98° ; and Despretz 
found the mean temperature of nine men, aged 30 years, 
98'''85; of four men, i^ed 68, 98''*83; of four men, aged 
18 years, 98-68. While John Hunter found the tempera- 
ture of the rectum of a healthy man between 97° & 98°. 

3. The mean temperature of the muscles of several dogs 
is 100*94; while Despretz makes it 103°-06. This difference 
may be attributed to accidental circumstances. It is to be 
observed, also, that the state of the health has an effect 
upon the temperature. The temperature of the brain was 
100*86 : this temperature was suddenly reduced some de- 
grees, and in a few minutes the animal died. 

4. The temperature of the common carp was only about 
^ of a degree above that of water. 

6. The contraction of the muscles augments the tempera- 
ture, while the compression of an artery diminishes the 
temperature. Agitation, motion, and in geneml every 
thing which determines a flow of blood, tends to elevate the 
temperature. Whether the nervous system has any share 
in producing a rise of temperature remains to be deter- 
mined.* 



Articlb VII. 

Pyroxylic Spirit and its Compounds. 

Dumas and Peligot have published an elaborate examination 
of pyroxylic spirit, {Ann. de Chim. Iviii. 1.) which will be 
found interesting to British chemists, as this substance is 
becoming a very important article in the laboratory. It 
was discovered by Philip Taylor, in 1812, who termed it 
pyroligneous ether, from the mode in which it is prepared. 
The lowest sp. gr. to which, as far as we are aware, it has 

* Aim. deCliim. et da Pltys. lix. 113. (It is to be legietted tfamt the anthors 
do not mentioii the seuoi^ of the year when thete ezperimentB were nuide ; for, as 
has been remarked to me, by a distmgnished comparatire anatomist, the relative 
temperatures of fishes, and Uie medinin in which they are plaoed, yary ascording 
to the season. — Edit.) 
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been brought in this country, is -812. Dumas, however, 
states that its density at the temperature of 68° is '798, and 
that of its vapour 1-120. Its boiling point, according to the 
same authority, is 151°|,at a pressure of 30 inches. 

1 • Ptp*oxylic Spirit J or Hydrate of Carhydrogen, — For the 
purpose of analysis, the pyroxylic spirit was rectified with 
lime newly burned, and lastly distilled with mercury in a 
retort supplied with a thermometer which indicated the 
temperature 16F, from the beginning to the end of the 
process. Its composition was found to be, carbon, 37*7 ; 
hydrogen, 12'6 ; oxygen, 49*8. This agrees very nearly, 
taking into consideration the sp. gr., with 

1 vol carbon . . . = •4166 = 1 atom ... -76 

2 vols, hydrogen . -1388 2 atoms . . -26 
J vol oxygen . . . -6556 1 atom . . . r 



Mill 200 

Hence, this substance is a hydrate of carbydrogen, CH + 
HO. Dumas has, untecessarily, coined a new name to 
distinguish this base, viz. Methylene^ (from fjnOv wine, and 
vXi7 wood). What advantage is gained by this innovation it is 
difficult even to guess at. The disadvantages of designating 
simple compounds by arbitrary names (since this compound 
turns out to be one of the simplest organic compounds with 
which we are acquainted) are sufficiently obvious, and we 
trust that this name will not be adopted by British chemists. 
The existence of this simple compound of hydrogen and 
carbon in pyroxylic spirit was demonstrated in 1826 by Dr. 
Thomson. (Edin. Trans, xi. 16. Inorganic Chemistry^ i. 
194, ii. 294.) It is difficult to allow ourselves to suspect 
that Dumas should have been ignorant of this fact, which 
has been published for nine years, but in consequence of 
the absence of any allusion to it, it is impossible, in charity, 
to avoid drawing such a conclusion. Dr. Thomson ob-: 
tained the compound of 1 atom carbon -f 1 atom hydrogen 
the basis of pyroxylic spirit, according to Dumas, by mixing 
3 parts of muriatic acid, 1 part nitric acid, and 1 of pyroxylic 
spirit, applying heat, and receiving the gas disengaged over 
mercury. The product was, a mixture of a new inflammable 
gas 29 parts, deutoxide of azote 63, azote 8. 

The new gas was composed of 1 vol. carbon, 1 vol. 
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hydrogen, and IJ chlorine, containing half an atom more 
chlorine than the chlorhydrate of methylene of Dumas, 
which was prepared hy heating a mixture of 2 parts of 
common salt, 1 part of pyroxylic spirit, and 3 parts of con- 
centrated sulphuric acid. 

2. Dihydrate of Carhydrogen, — If 1 part of pyroxylic 
spirit he distilled with 4 parts of sulphuric acid, a similar 
appearance is presented as when alcohol and concentrated 
sulphuric acid are distilled. During the whole process 
much gas passes over, containing sulphurous and carhonic 
acids, which may he removed hy caustic-potash. A gas then 
remains, which is absorbed by water, possesses an ethereal 
odour, and burns with a flame like that of alcohol. It is a 
dihydrate of carbydrogen, or the hydrate of methylene of 
Dumas, and bears the same relation to pyroxylic spirit that 
ether does to alcohol. It required 3 vols, oxygen to bum 
it. Its density, by experiment, was 1-617, which corre- 
sponds nearly with, 
2 vols, carbon . . . . = '8332 « 2 atoms . . 1-5 
2 vols, hydrogen . . . 1389 2 atoms.. -25 
1 vol. vapour of water . -6260 1 atom . . 1-126 



1-5972 2-876 

Hence, its composition is exactly the same as alcohol, in 
80 far as regards the proportions of the elements ; but it is 
obvious, from the difference in their properties, that the 
elements are differently arranged, the dihydrate of carby- 
drogen being 2 C H -f H O. 

The dihydrate is a colourless gas, with an ethereal smell, 
and does not liquify when cooled to — 16° (3°i F.) Water 
dissolves about 37 times its volume at the temperature of 
18° (64°i), and acquires a smell of ether, and a taste of 
pepper. Alcohol dissolves it in greater quantity. Sulphuric 
acid dissolves much of it, and abandons it when diluted 
with water. It is but justice to state that Macaire and 
Marcet discovered this gas. It is always a subject of regret 
to see one man undervaluing the labours of another. Dumas 
and Peligot have, in the present and preceding instances, 
by omitting to state the experiments of their predecessors, 
laid themselves open to this charge. We are willing to 
believe that it is a fault of omisssion, rather than of corn- 
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missioD, proceeding from their ignorance of the experiments 
referred to. 

3. Hydro-ehlorate of Carbydroger^^ or of methylene, ac- 
cording to Dumas, is prepared by heating a mixture of 2 
parts of common salt,* 1 part of pyroxylic spirt, and 3 parts 
of concentrated sulphuric acid. A gas comes over which 
may be collected over water. It is a neutral body. It 
is colourless, smells of ether, with a sweet taste ; bums with 
a white flame, having green edges. Water absorbs 2*8 
times its volunle at the temperature of 6F. It does not 
liquify at zero. Its density is 1-736. Hence, its composi- 
. tion is, 1 atom carbydrogen . . '4860 '876 

1 atom hydrochloric acid 1*2847 4-626 



1-7707 6-600 
Its formula is therefore C H, + Ch H. This gas is de- 
composed into hydrochloric acid arid carbydrogen by a red 
heat. 

4. Hydriodate of Carbydrogen^ is formed by distilling 1 
part of phosphorus, 8 parts of iodine, and 12 or 16 pyroxylic 
spirit. The iodine is to be dissolved in the pyroxylic spirit, 
the solution placed in a retort, and the phosphorus added 
gradually ; a lively action ensues. When it has subsided the 
rest of the phosphorus is added, and the mixture distilled. 
An ether passes over, consisting of pyroxylic spirit and 
hydriodate of carbydrogen. The latter is separated by the 
addition of water, which immediately precipitates it. This 
hydriodate is still impure, and requires to be distilled over 
an excess of chloride of calcium and massicot, in a water- 
bath. When pure it is colourless; slightly combustible, 
sp. gr. 2-237 at 71 J°. Boils at 104° or 122°. The density 
of its vapour is 4-883 by experiment. Hence, it consists of 
1 vol. hydriodic acid . . 4*4097 
1 „ carbydrogen . . . -4860 



4-8967 
6. Sulphate of Carbydrogen, an oily substance produced 
by distilling 1 part of pyroxylic spirit with 8 or 10 parts of 
concentrated sulphuric acid. It is separated by decantation 
from the liquid with which it is mixed. It is then agitated 
with a little water, to separate sulphuric acid, then with 
chloride of calcium, to remove the water, and is afterwards 
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rectified with canstic-baiyte^, to get rid of sulphurous aeid. 
Lastly, it is kept for some time in a vacuum with concen- 
trated sulphuric acid and potash. It possesses a smell of 
garlic. Sp. gr. 1-324. Boiling point 71° J. The density 
of its vapour is 4-565. It consists ofCH + SO«+HO. 
Its atomic weight is, therefore, 7* 

6. Nitrate of Carhydrogen, may be obtained by distilling 
50 parts of nitrate of potash, 50 of pyroxylic spirit, and 100 
sulfAuric acid. A thick and colourless ether remains at 
the bottom, which must be separated from that which swims 
over it, by decantation and distillation several times, with a 
mixture of massicot and chloride of calcium. Even yet it 
is not pure, for a portion of it boils at 140°. When the 
temperature rises to 160° the remainder is nitrate of carby- 
drogen. It bums with a yellow flame. Sp. gr. 1*182. 
When heated in a tube it detonates violently, which renders 
it difficult to analyze it. It is easy to see the cause of 
this, because it contains nitric acid, hydrogen, and carbon, 
like gunpowder. The density of its vapour is 2-640. . Its 
composition is probably Az O* -4- C H. 

7. Oxalate of Carhydrogen is obtained by distilling equal . 
parts of sulphuric acid, oxalic acid, and pyroxylic spirit. 
A liquid is procured which, in the air, crystallizes in rhom- 
boidal plates. When the distillation has terminated, the 
retort is cooled, and 1 part of pyroxylic spirit is added, and 
distillation performed again with the same results. The 
crystals are laid on filtering paper, purified by fusion in an 
oil bath, and distilled over massicot, to deprive them of 
oxalic acid. They fuse at 124°. Oxalate of carhydrogen 
dissolves in cold water. It dissolves in alcohol and py- 
roxylic spirit. Ammonia changes it into oxamide. It con- 
sists of CH + C«0» +Aq. 

8. Acetate of Carhydrogen J may be readily procured by 
distilling 2 parts of pyroxylic spirit with 1 part of crystal- 
lizable acetic acid, and 1 part of common sulphuric aeid. 
The product is agitated with chloride of calcium which 
separates an ether containing much acetate of carhydrogen. 
A little sulphurous acid and pyroxylic spirit remain, which 
may be removed by agitation with caustic lime, and digestion 
for 24 hours with chloride of calcium. The density of its 
vapour is 2-563. It consists of C H + C* H« 0« + H 0. 
It boils at 136°J. Its density is -919. 
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9. Formats of Carhydrogen* — 'ttm ether was prepared by' 
distilling a mixture of equal weights of sulphate of carby- 
drogen and formate of soda. The product is distilled over 
a new portion of formate of soda, and lastly, in a retort from 
a water^bath. Its formula is C H + C« H 0» -f HO. The 
density of its vapour is 2*4. 

10. Benzoate of Carhydrogen is formed by the distillation 
of 2 parts benzoic acid, 2 sulphuric acid, and 1 part py- 
roxylic spirit, and precipitating the product by water. By re- 
distilling the residue of the first operation with new portions 
of pyroxylic spirit, more benzoate of carhydrogen passes over. 
The product, after precipitation by water, should be agitated 
with chloride of calcium, decanted and distilled over dry 
massicot.' It is then to be boiled till the temperature 
remains fixed about 388^. It is oily, colourless. Sp. gr, 
1*10. The density of the vapour is 4*717. It consists of 
C H -f Ci« H« 0» 4- H O, or 1 atom of each of the 
ingredients. 

11. ChlorO'Carbonate of Carhydrogen. When pyroxylic 
spirit is admitted into a vessel containing chloro-carbonic 
acid, muriatic acid and chloro-carbonate of carhydrogen are 
formed. The latter separates in the form of a heavy oil. 
Its precipitation is secured by the addition of water. It is 
then decanted, rectified with a great excess of chloride of 
calcium and massicot. It is a colourless liquid, very vola- 
tile, with a penetrating odour. It burns with a green flame. 
It consists of 1 atom of acid and 1 of base. 

12. Sulpho'Carbydrogic Acid can be formed by the action 
of sulphuric acid and pyroxylic spirit, but more readily by 
dissolving the double sulphate of carhydrogen in water, 
precipitating the barytes by sulphuric acid, and crystallizing 
the liquid in a vacuum. The crystals are white needles* 
it is strongly acid, and forms salts with all the bases. 

Sulpho-carhydrogate of Barytes is prepared by adding 
gradually 1 part of pyroxylic spirit to 2 parts concentrated 
sulphuric acid ; much heat is extricated. The liquid, after 
the cessation of action, is diluted with water, and super- 
saturated slightly with barytes. 

The liquid is then submitted to the action of carbonic acid, 
and again filtered. Sulpho-carbydrogate of barytes remains 
in a pure and neutral state. By carieftil evaporation it is 
obtained in the form of beautiful square plates. The salt is 
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colourless, and effloresces 'in the air. When strongly heated 
it is decomposed, and sulphate of barytes remains. 

The salt of lime is deliquescent. That of potash cry- 
stallizes in pearly plates. 

13. Ammonia Sulphate of Carhydrogen^ or sulpho-methy- 
lene of Dumas is formed by passing a current of dry am- 
monia over sulphate of carbydrogen. A soft crystalline 
mass is formed. It may be also procured by the action of 
liquid ammonia upon sulphate of carbydrogen. The liquid 
which remains after the re-action, when evaporated in 
vacuo, furnishes beautiful crystals, whose composition is 
exactly represented by an atom of anhydrous sulphate of 
carbydrogen, united to an atom of anhydrous sulphate of 
ammonia. 

14. Ammonia with Oxalate of Carbydrogen^ ov OxAxa^i^y 
lane of Dumas, is produced when a current of dry ammo- 
niacal gas is passed over oxalate of carbydrogen. A white 
crystalline mass is formed, when dissolved in alcohol ; cubic 
crystals are obtained by evaporation. In order to under- 
stand its composition, we have only to admit that pyroxylic 
spirit is produced during the action, 2 atoms oxalate of 
carbydrogen, and 1 ammonia being converted into an atom 
of oxamethylane, and 1 of pyroxylic spirit. 

16. Urethylane is the name given to the product of the 
action of chloro-carbonate of carbydrogen with ammonia ; 
much sal-ammoniac is formed, and a deliquescent sub- 
stance crystallizing in needles. 

In remarking upon these compounds, Dumas observes, 
that di-hydrate of carbydrogen is isomeric with alcohol ; 
Bicarbonate of carbydrogen with citric or malic acid; 
Oxalate of carbydrogen with succinic acid ; Formate of 
carbydrogen with acetic acid ; Acetate of carbydrogen with 
formic ether ; Citrate of carbydrogen with anhydrous 
sugar. 



Article VIIL 
Analysis of Opium,* 

Cou^RBE gives the following method for analyzing this 
complicated substance, as proposed by Gregory : 

* Aim. de: Chimie, liz. 151. 
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The opium is first taken up by cold water, and then con- 
centrated, chloride of calcium is added to the solution, in 
the proportion of 2 ounces to the pound of opium. It is 
then boiled and allowed to crystallize. When the whole 
has become solid, the crystals are submitted to pressure. 
The crystals contain Codeine and Morphine united to muri- 
atic acid. 

The liquid portion which possesses a very black colour, 
with the consistence of syrup, contains, Bimeconate of limey 
pure Morphine^ Narceine^ Thehaine, Meconine^ pure Narco- 
tine. In order to separate these substances, the liquid is 
brought to the consistence of molasses, and in order to free 
it from an immense quantity of a peculiar black substance, 
which is improperly termed fat, it is diluted with water 
acidulated with muriatic acid. The addition of the acid 
causey this matter to swim on the surface; it is then 
skimmed off; it contains much ulmine. Ammonia is next 
poured into the purified liquid, by which means. Morphine 
and Ththaine^j!^ precipitated. This deposit is dried, pul- 
verized and treated with boiling ether. The Thehaine 
though little soluble in this liquid, dissolves. The ethereal 
solution is distilled when the Thehaine remains behind in 
the form of small reddish crystals. These are purified by 
dissolving them in alcohol, and by animal charcoal ; lastly, 
in order to have it perfectly pure, it should be dissolved in 
ether and evaporated spontaneously. 

The ammoniacal liquid is concentrated to the consistence 
of liquid honey, and agitated strongly with ether. This 
liquid dissolves the Meconine, By distilling the ether this 
substance remains ; it is purified by solution in water and 
charcoal, and when the aqueous solution is evaporated, 
white crystals of long prismatic needles make their appear- 
ance. 

When we wish to obtain the other substances, all these 
processes are not necessary, it is sufficient after having 
precipitated the infusion of opium by muriate of lime, to 
concentrate the liquid and treat it directly with ether. By 
this means, rather more meconine is obtained. When the 
ether has ceased to act, the black liquid thus taken up is 
decanted and exposed in a cool place where it assumes a 
crystalline form ; it is then expressed and treated with 
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boiling alcohol. The product dissolved in this case is 
Narceine. But it is proper to state, that as this substance 
is not soluble in ether, and as the black substances which 
accompany it are soluble in alcohol, there are some diffi- 
culties accompanying the process for obtaining it; it is 
always procured pure by employing boiling water. No 
notice is here taken of meconic cuddy which combines with 
the lime, and forms bimeconate of limey because Robiquet has 
sufficiently explained the method of obtaining it. 

With regard to the double muriate of morphine and 
codeine^ It is dissolved several times in boiling water, 
passing it through charcoal in order to decolourize it, or 
decomposing it by ammonia, which precipitates almost all 
the morphine^ and leaves in the solution the codeine^ with a 
little morphine combined with the muriatic acid, consti- 
tuting the salt of Gregory. The morphine is purified by 
the usual means. 

The solution of the triple salt is evaporated ui^til it appears 
about to crystallize ; then caustic potash is added in excess, 
which precipitates the codeine and retains the morphine in 
solution ; the solution is then heated slightly^ and allowed 
to stand for a day. The codeine, which at first appeared 
as an oil, crystallizes. It may be purified by solution in 
ether or alcohol. The former is preferable; because, if it 
contains morphine, this will be a direct method of sepa- 
rating it. From 40 lbs. of opium Couerbe obtained by this 
process, 

1 02. of meconine 
\\ „ codeine 
f ,, narceine 
1 „ thebaine 
60 ,, morphine 
He did not extract narcotiney which exists in the refuse of 
opium and is well known. These substances present the 
following appearances when agitated with sulphuric acid 
containing a little nitric ^cid. Morphine gives a brownish 
colour. Codeine y a green colour. Thebaine a yellow rose- 
colour. Narcotiney a blood-red colour. Meconiney a tur- 
meric yellow, then a red colour. Narceiney a chocolate 
colour. 

Thebaine crystallizes from an ethereal solution, in fiat 
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rhoin1x>id&l prisms, with a fine lustre, and white eolour. 
It is strongly alkaline. 

When exposed to the temperature of 266^ it fuses, and 
becomes soUd at 230°. Narcotine fuses at 338"^, and solidi- 
fies at 266°. Codeine fuses at 302, and meconine at 194°. 

The strong acids convert thebaine into resin, and when 
diluted form crystallizable salts. The following results 
were obtained by Couerbe : — 





Carbon. 


Oxygen. 


Hydrogen. 


Azote. 


Narceine . 


. 66-818 


- 31-900 


- 6-626 - 


4-656 


Thebaine . 


. 71-976 


- 15-279 


- 6-460 - 


6-385 


Codeine . 


. 72-846 


- 14-775 


- 7-148 - 


6-231 



The paramorphine of Pelletier was obtained by Thibou- 
mery by treating the infusion of opium with slacked lime. 
He obtained by this means a clear liquid, and a precipitate 
containing much lime, which was treated with alcohol, and 
the solution gave, instead of morphine, this new substance, 
which appears the same as the thehmne of Couerbe. 

The proportion oi morphine in opium, Couerbe states may 
be determined in the course of two hours, by boiling the 
infusion of opium with an excess of lime, and passing the 
solution through a filter. If an acid be added, taking care 
not to add it in excess, the morphine precipitates. 



ArticIiS IX. 

ANALYSES OF BOOKS. 



I. — Poggendorff^s Amwlen der Phy$ik und Chemie. 
Band, xxxiv. 1836. 

Deoeriptifm of a Barometer, Iff C. Brunner of Bern. 

The author obderres that the atmospherical pressure may be 
measured in two different ways, either by observing the heiffbt of a 
liquid column Contained in a tube, the upper part of which is deprived 
or aari and the lower extremity is exposed to the excess of the atmos-i 
phexej as in the common barometer, or by the volume which a gas 
occupies in a dosed vessel^ when the latter is completely elastic, or 
the act of enclosing the gas in the vessel is effected without percep* 
tible resistance. 

The apparatus of Varignon, described in 1 705 ; the eympiewmeter 
of Adie the baroekope of Prechtl, and the differential Barometer 
of August, are examples of the latter. He then proceeds to describe 
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an instrument wUch be has constructed upon siimliir principles, and 
which may be termed the volume barometer. The peculiarities of 
his contrivance depend upon having the surface - of the liquid in the 
tube^ and that surrounding it^ on a level : that the liquid shall be of 
such a nature as to have no perceptible tension at common tempera- 
tures : that it shall not perceptibly adhere to the glass^ lest a portion 
remain hanging in the tube, and the enclosed volume of air be under- 
valued : that all the observations be taken at the same temperature, 
or that the influence of the temperature upon the enclosed air be 
taken into account. 

He recommends it as being very convenient for making the neces- 
sary reductions for gas mixtures. 

On altitude barometers of the most complete construction, by 
George Breithaupt, of CasseL 

The writer states that he has devoted much time to the perfecting 
of these important instruments. He describes his precautions for 
purifying the mercury, which he prepares from cinnabar, by distilla- 
tion with lime. It is then strained through card paper many times, 
heated nearly to the boiling point, and filtered into the tube. The 
nonius scale he forms of the most delicate kind, extending to y^ 
millimetre and -^ line and adjusts a microscope to it. 

Description of an apparatus for essaying silver, in the wet 
way, by E. Jordan, of CasseL This is somewhat similar to the 
apparatus described by Gay Lussac, in his work upon the assay of 
suver. It differs in this respect, however, that by the proceeding of 
Jordan the contents of an alloy are determined in the direct way. 

Observations on the declination and daily variation of tJie 
needle at Pekin, by Hr Kowanko, member of the Imperial Rus- 
sian Mission at Pekin, communicated by A. T. Kupffer. The 
observations were made with Gambey's declination compass. The 
westerly declination was found to be for March 1832, 2* 15' 42^. 
The westerly progress of the needle from December IC^l to March 
1832, was 12'. At Petersburgh, during the same time, the easterly 
deviation was 3', where the total deviation was on the 22d and 
23d December, 6^ 27 5", and on the 20th and 2lst March, 6^ 23' 
58". Hm. G. Fuss, who preceded Kowanko at Pekili, found the 
declination there in December 1830, 1« SS' W, in May 1831, 1'* 55' W, 
and in June 1831, !« 48' W. 

The needle reached its easterly variation on 21 st December at 9 a.m. 
On 22d December at 10 a.m. On 20th March at 9 ▲.m. , and on 21st 
March at 9 a.m. While its westerly daily variation was as follows : 
21st December, 2 p.m. var« a=:4' 10' 22d December 2 p.m:. var. =2' 
20th March . 2 p.m. var.=5' 41" 21st March . 2 p.m. var.sszC 

Magnetical Observations at Nertschinsk, communicated by 
A. T, Kupffer, — Cancrin found the inclination of the needle at this 
place, on the 5th August 1832, at 10 a.m. 66» 33' 4". The declina- 
tion on 5th August, 2 to 4 p.m., was 4^ 14' 15" W. 22d September 
4o 7' 43' W. 

On the Magnetism of the Earth, by Prof. L. Moser, of Konigs- 
berg. In a previous paper, Moser endeavoured to prove, from vari- 
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ous data;^ that^ the magnetic intensity of the earth is situated cm its 
surface. He follows up the subject in the present paper. He con* 
siders as demonstrated^ that the magnetic distribution over the earth 
is proportional to the line of its breadth, and calculates the inclination 
and intensity. He also discusses the theoretical grounds from which 
the temperature of the earth has been calculated by mathematicians. 
He calculates the intensity to be in 54o 42' 50' N. L., 1-6937, and 
the inclination ^\o 8' 20". The mean temperature of the northern 
hemisphere he finds 15° R. (65?|) in the 30th" of latitude. That of 
the southern hemisphere is 63o*34. 

Mao;n€tic influence produced by the Electrical Machine. — M. 
Llambias, of Port Mahon, in a communication to the Academy of 
Paris^ observes that magnetism can be developed in this way. The 
two electrical currents in a metallic conductor discharged from a 
Leyden jar, may be separated^ at least, in part, by having the con- 
ductor adjusted so as to separate into two or more arms, and by 
having an interruption in one of these arms, which gives origin to a 
spark in any arc or part of the same, where the two currents unite in 
passing through ; it is in general the positive stream (that proceeding 
from the positive to the negative pole) which contracts the power of 
communicating the magnetic influence. 

List of earthquakes^ volcanic erruptidnSy arid remarkable 
meteoric appearances since the year 1821, by K. E. A. t?. Hoff^ 
9th part. — This forms the concluding portion of an important list of 
meteoric phenomena, registered with considerable minuteness. It 
terminates with a summary exhibited in the following tables^ com- 
prehending 10 years, from 1821 to 1830 : — 



January , 
February . 
March 



April . 
May . 
June • 



July . . 
August . 
September 



October . 
November 
December 



Total 



VOL. II. 



SAKTHQDIKES. | 


VOLCANIC ERUPTIOKS. | 


NOBTH 
HEHISrHSRK 


SOUTH 
HEMISPHERF 


NORTH 
HEMISPHERE 


SOUTH 
■EMISPHERE 


31 
36 
31 


2 


1 


1 

2 
2 




1 




98 


3 


5 


1 


29 
33 
33 


1 
3 
1 


1 

1 


2 





95 


5 


2 


2 


20 
31 
24 


3 
2 
3 


2 
1 



1 




75 


8 


3 


1 


41 
26 
34 


2 

1 
1 


1 
1 
4 


2 
1 
1 


101 


4 


6 


4 


369 
2 


20 
c 


16 


8 
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From tUb taUe it iq^pean that the oociizxeiice of earthquakes In 
the d^erent leasoni was as follows : — 

8O0TH HmiSPHBBK. 

In the three harvest nuniths=5 
winter „ 8 
spring „ 4 

summer ,, 3 



NORTH HBMI8PHBBB. 

In the three harvest months =101 

„ winter „ 98 

„ spring „ 95 

„ summer ,, 75 
bi reference to the hours at which thej took place during the 
same period^ we have the following data for earthquakes :— 



99 

99 



From 12 to I o'clock. 
« 1 >i 2 „ 
„ 2 „ 3 „ 
»> 3 « * »» 
» 4 >» 6 »> 
« 6 » 6 „ 


= 16 
11 
12 
14 
16 
11 


6 

7 

10 

13 

8 

6 


., 6 ^ 7 » 
>. 7 >. 8 „ 
»» 8 „ 9 „ 
„ 9 « 10 ,, 
„ 10 .,11 ^ 
„ 11 « 12 „ 


79 

= 6 
8 
7 
8 
18 
5 


60 

5 

13 

11 

10 

8 

6 




52 

:=:I31 


53 


Total 


103 



Earthquakes at Basle. — ^According to- Professor Merian, the 
earthquakes at Basle are correctly estimated as follow.:— 



In the 11th century, 3 
„ l4£h „ 4 
„ 15th „ 5 
„ leth „ 23 



In the 17th century, 59 
18th „ 24 
19th „ 4 



f9 



118 occurred in the different months, as follows :— 



January . 
Fehruary 
March 



12 
14 

6 



April 
May 
June. 



5 

11 

3 



July • . • 7 
August. . 8 
September 12 



October • . 

November . 
December , 



11 
14 
15 



The most severe earthquakes were on the 18th October 1356, 
when 300 persons lost theur lives ; on the 2l8t July 1416, 7th Sep- 
tember 1601, .and l7th November 1650. 

Compounds of Ferro^yanodides and Ammonia, by Dr. Bunsen, 
of Gottingen. 

1. Ammonia Ferro-cyanodide of Copper. — ^Whcn a salt of copper 
is precipitated by ammonia, and an excess of the latter added, so as 
to re-dissolve the precipitate, if ferro-cyanodide of potassium be brought 
in contact with the solution, a precipitate is Hdt immediately pro- 



Digitized by 



Google 



18360 Poffgendorff's Amialen der Phyrik, ^c. 387 

daoed, but after standing for some time, or fajr boiling, a brown cry- 
stalline substance falls in fine scales. After dryings the substance 
forms a brownish yellow mass, which is soluble in ammonia^ but not 
in water or aloohd. When heated in a glass tube it becomes fint 
blue, then purple-red, and assumes a dark colour, but gives out no 
water. By caustic alkalies it is resolved into hydrate of copper, and 
ferro-cyanodide of ammonia ; and by acids into ferro-cyanodide of 
coj^er, and ammoniacal salt. 

Dr. Bunsen found its ccHnposition to be, iron 13*20, copper 30*33, 
cyanogen 38*06, ammonia 16*14, water 2*26 = 2, 4, 6, 4, 1, atoms 
respectively. This composition may be expressed, considering the 
ammonia as occupying the place of water, by 2 Fe Cy -f 2 Cu Cy + 
4 N H^ + HO s= 76*125 the atomic weight. 

2. Afmnania Ferro^yanodide of Zinc is prepared in the same 
way as the preceding. It is a white ciystalline powder. Analysis 
arorded for its composition, iron 13*15, sine 32*27, cyanogen 39*04 
ammonia 11*50, wat^4«0=2FeCy+2ZnCy + 3 NHs ^ 2 HO. 

3. Ammonia Ferro-cyanodide of Mercury^ — ^The preparation of 
this salt is attended with some diflSculty ; beoiuse, ammonia nitrate 
of mercurydissolyes in nitrate of ammonia when excess of alkali is 
present. When Ferxo-cyanodide of potash is added to this solution, 
a yellowish precipitate subsides, which, when the solution attuns its 
proper degree of dflution, settles on the sides of tl^e glass, in the form 
of small, transparent, shining, wine-ydlow, four-sided prisms. But, in 
order to obtain them, several precautions are necessaiy. The solution 
must contain as little water as possible. The solution must not be too 
much concentrated, nor must the precipitation be conducted by heat, 
because part of the mercury will be reduced, and the product will 
have a gray colour. It is best to discover the necessary d^ree of 
concentration by some preliminary trials, — ^to precipitate the com* 
pound in a vessel surrounded by ice, and then to agitate the solution. 
A yellowish precipitate subsides, from which the supernatant liquor 
is to be removed, and a quantity of concentrated ammonia poured 
oiver it. As long as the salt is impregnated with ammonia it retains 
a fine citron-yeUow colour, and aystoUine structure. By drying in 
the open air it undergoes partial decomposition. When treated with 
water it becomes red. It consists of iron 8*58, mercury 59*09, cyano- 
gen 98*74, ammonia 5*19, water 3*40; ezproHKd by Fe Cy -f 2 Hg 
Cy + NH3 H- HO- 

4. Ammonia Ferro^yanodide of Magnesium is procured by 
adding to a solution of a magnesia salt, ammonia, till no further pre- 
cipitation takes place, and then pouring in a solution of ferro-cyano- 
dide of potassium. After stan^ng or boiling, a white powder falls. 
It consists of iron 18*86, mamesium 10*72, ammonia 10*75, cyano- 
gen 56-27, water 3*40 = 7 (Fe Cy + 2 Mg Cy) + 5 (Fe Cy + 2 
NH» Cy) + 6HO. 

Another compound was formed by using ferro-cyanodide of calcium 
instead of the salt of potash. The constituents were, iron 18*24, 
magnesium 8*93, ammonia 11*43, cyano^n 53*91, water 7'49, 
abstracting the lime which was found in it. This is equivalent to 
(Fe Cy + 2 Mg Cy) + Fe Cy + NH^) + 2 HO. 

2c2 
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II. — Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Londony for 1836. Part i. 

Geology. 

1. The Bakerian Lecture. On the proofs of a gradual rising of 
the Land in certain parts of Sweden, By Charles Lyell^ jun., Esq. 

It may be known to our readers that Mr. Lyell advocates the 
opinion first stated and ably supported by the celebrated John Ray; 
in his admirable Physico Theological Discourses, that the changes 
which we observe on the earth's sur&ce can be satisfactorily explained 
as the effect of causes still in operation. The present paper is devoted 
to the investigation of some important facts which contribute to sup« 
port his position. 

It was remarked by Celsius, Playfair^ and Von Buch, that a con- 
siderable alteration in the relative levds of the land and sea was 
observable on the coasts of Sweden ; and subsequent observation had 
tended to confirm this affirmation. Still the fact had only been 
noticed in a limited number of places^ and, therefore, it did not 
appear to what extent these changes extended. Mr. Lyell, in the 
summer qf 1834, visited Sweden for the purpose of examining into 
the question. He proceeded first, to Calmar^ in lat. 56^41, whose 
castle, he inferred from the appearani^s which he observed, was 
originally founded under water, and that a projectins rim of dressed 
stone may have formed the visible base of the building which now 
rises to the height of 25 feet above. The true base is now situated 
2 feet above the present level of the Baltic. Proceeding to Stock- 
holm, he found ridgies of sand 30 feet above the level of the sea at 
Solna, about a mile to the north-west of die city, and part of which 
traverses the city, containing, in pits in their neighbourhood, Car^ 
dium edule, Tellindji BcUtica, MytiluseduLis^ Littorinacrassiory 
Littomia littorea, and a PaUudina, perhaps iUva, Similar ridges 
exist about three miles to the south of Stockholm, at Brankytka, where 
Neritina fluviatiiis exists, a fresh water shell which lives abun- 
dantly in the brackish water of the Baltic. BuUmtis lubrieus was 
also found. The height of the latter shells is 70 feet At Soder- 
tdge, 16 miles south of the city, a similar deposit occurs at a height of 
do feet. In cutting a capal at this place .sqveral buried vessels aS 
great antiquity were found, besides a small wooden house, at a* depth 
of 64 feet. . : > 

In examining the country about 45 miles north-west from this 
point, between the towns of Torshalla and Arboga, the author found 
Telliha Baltica, in an unctuous day. This locality is 70 miles 
from Stockholm, and 80 from the geneial coast line. 

Some marks in the suburbs of Stockholm are then brought forward 
which serve toj)rove that the elevation of the land during the last three 
or four centuries must have been very limited. Jn ;the neighbour^ 
hood of Upsala ridges occur, containing shells at an height of 100 feet 
above the river which flows at their base ; and in a meadow to the 
south of the town, the Glaux maritima and Triglochin mariti" 
mus, plants which flourish in salt marshes near the~sea, (although 
they have been found in Germany and France, near saline springs), 
are met with. The ridges consist of thin layers of sand, loam and 
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ffiavel, and amrl deposited iu gneiss and graitile. The ahdls were 
found in the marl^ and consisted of Tellina B^tiea, Cardium edule, 
Mytilia edulis, Littorina littoHa^ Littorina rudiSy L* cra^sior, 
Palludina ulva ? Eissoa parva^ NeritinafluvicUilis, Bulimus 
lubricfAS, 

At Oregrund, a horizontal line which was formed otx a rock in 
1820, to note the standard level of the sea^ Was fonnd to be 5^ inches 
above its surface. Several rocks were also pointed out .which the 
inhabitants remembered to have been bardj covered with water . 
about forty years ago, but which now rise one and two feet above the 
water. 

At Gefle, the author came to a large tract of stiif blue clay, like 
that near Upsala, covered with sand six or eight feet deep, «id con- 
taining if|/£t7iM edulis and Tellina Baltiea. Low pastures one 
to three miles inland, were pointed out where the older inhafaiants 
remembered that boats and sUps had sailed. It was reported that a 
vessel and anchor were found at Uggelby,l6 miles from the sea. In 
the island of Lofgrund, a mark cut at ^e level of the sea in 1731, 
was found to be 2 feet 6 inches above its present level. By a mark 
at St. Olof's Stone, in Edsko Sund, the difference of the level 
between 1820 and 1834 was 3-58 indies. 

According to the account of Mr. Dickson, resident at Lundswall, 
the difference in the level during the last fourteen years is six or 
eight inches. 

Near Uddervalla, on the west coast of Sweden, there is a narrow 
valley in the gneiss which is filled up with dliells, sand, and clay, 
whidi rise 206 feet above the sea; and at two miles north from this ' 
place, and two miles from the sea, barnacles were found, round the 
boundary of gneiss, at its contact with a bed of shells, and also small 
zoophytes (CeUeporal Lam.) The shells found in this deposit were 
Pholas erispatOf Mya tPuneaia, Anaiina mycUis, Saancava 
ru^osa, TeUina triangularis, T. Baltiea, Astarte, Cardium 
eduhf MytUus edulis, ModMa harbata^ Pecten Islanddcus, 
Terebratula, PiUeUa testudinaria ? Patella 7W€U^ina, Mar^ 
garita striata, Littorina littorec^ Littorina? Turritelta ? No- 
tiea, Velutina, Fusus, Fusus corneus, Buecinum undatum, 
Balanus stdcatus, Bcdanus tulipa. Echinus. In the small island 
Gttlholmen, in addition to these species, he obtained Ostrea edulis 
and cerithium reticulatum, in a similar deposit. A rock on the 
coast of this island was found to have been raised 16 inches above 
. the water, within the last forty years. A similar observation was made 
in the island of Marstrand. On the banks of the river at Gothen- 
burg, the author observed a deposit of blue clay filled with a great 
vanety of shells; among others, Lutrdria compressa, Mactra 
subtruncata, very abund^t ; Tellina solidula, Donax trunculus, 
Cyprina Islandica, Venus goUtna, Cardium edide, Littorina, 
littorea, Turritelta terebra, Rostellaria pes pelicani, and Bitr- 
cinum retieulatum. This part of the estuary is now filled with 
. fresh water. 

The author concludes, from his observations in Sweden, 1st, That 

the^tiactof country which separated the Baltic from the Cattegat 

^ was much narrower at a comparatively modem period ; for shells 
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Hfce those <if UddevsDa kave been fonnd as &r inknd as Lake Rog- 
▼arpen, in DalsUmd, on tbe west of Lake Wener^ at a height of 
about 200feet« Lake Maeler hss obviously been an arm of the sea ; 
while the distance between Lake Maeler and W^ier is only 70 miles. 
2nd, He conoeives that it is the land whidi is rising and not the sea 
which is sinkinjey that causes the alteration in their relative levels. 
8rd, Hie rate ofalteratiim of the idative kveb is different in diffe- 
rent places. 

The first and last tS these condusions appear to be indisputable ; 
but tibe second might, perhaps, be questioned. If Sweden were the 
only country where this remarkable phenomenon occurred^ then the 
conclusion might readily be granted ; but the fact that similar changes 
are inproeress in Scotland and bekoid, throws an obstacle in the way 
of this eiq^mation. The discovery of a deposit of marine shells, smilar 
to those in Sweden, at adistance of nine or ten miles from Glasgow, 
and nearly as many from die sea, (Reoords, L 131.) demonstrates an 
alteration in the reladve level of the ocean, anali^ous to the appear- 
ances described by Mn Lyell; while tbe observations of Dr. lliomas 
Thomson have rendered it certain that this change is not confined to 
one ^ot, but is veiy strikinghf exhibited at Oban, in Argylshire. At 
Falkirk, in the neighbourhmid of the Frith of Forth, I may notice, 
that deposits corresponding with that on the Clyde, have been ob- 
served containing shells ; and caves have been described in Ireland 
which are now elevated very considembly above die level of the sea. 
It is but justice to add, however, that on the east coast of Scotland, 
the sea is making daily enoroachmeat. 

Some aeeount of the eruption of Vesuvius, which occurred in 
the month of August, 1834, 4*c. By CSbarks Daubeny, M.D. 

The first part of this paper (of which some account is given in 
'' Records" voL ii. 145.) contains an account of the eruption of 
Vesuvius, extracted from the manuscript notes of MonticeUi. Dr. 
Daubeny found the various vapours issuing from parts of the surface 
of the crater to consist of steam and muriadc add, with a slight trace 
of a sulphur add. No sulphuretted hydrogen nor asote w^re detected. 
The steam from the lava afforded besides muriate of ammonia. 
fTo be continued. J 



IIL — Manual of Pathology , containing the Symptoms, JDiag- 
nosiSy and Morbid Characters of Diseases^ ^c. By L. 
Mabtikst, D. M. p., translated by Jokss Quain, M, D., 
4th Edit. London, 1836, Simpkin and Marshall. 

This little work comprehends a great quantity of very usefVil infor- 
mation. It is divided into two parts ; the first portion being devoted 
to an excellent detail of the proper modes of examining the body, 
as distributed under the great divlnons, of the head, chest, abdo- 
men and primary tissues ; and the seocmd part, comprehending the 
diagnoffls and pathology of disease, under the titles of the brain and 
its appendages: the spinal marrow and its membranes; air tube. 
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lun^ and heart with its memfaranai ; digestive organs and their con- 
neiaonsr tirittary oigans; organs of geaention; celluiar tissue; 
membranous textures; vascular and nervous tissues; coostitutkmal 
diseases ; cutaneous disorders; fevers ; poisons. 

This arraiigement, although perhaps^ equal to any of its contemr 
poraries^ is certainly very exc^[^ionable. Thus^ we have inHamma* 
tions of the same membranes placed in different divisions ; oesopha* 
gitiSj pharjrngitis^ inflammations of mucous membranes, are c la ss ed 
along with worms, and peritonitis or inflammation of a serous mem* 
Isane; and lyart 6om cystitis, gonorrhea, coryaa or inflammations of 
mueoas aemibnuses. UntQ diseases are considered in connexion with 
the structures in idiidi diey exist, attempts to fonn tme views of 



their essential nature will be vain. Bichat hy ids pnmsal to thmff 
disease, according to the anatomical, or rather we miffht say^ eheaical 
nature of the steuctures of the body, paved the way for the true basis 
of a science. His successors have not, it is to be r^pntted, fc^wed 
up his views, or if they have done so, they have not extended them 
to the present state of our knowledge. The case before us fully 
illustrates this position ; still the book is a valuable one, and has k^ 
nothing by its translation. For the Editor's labours have not been 
confin^ to ma?e " doing it into English." He has added a oeodse 
ocnapend of cutaneous diseases, and throughout the w<n:k has sup- 
plied numerous useful observations. 



Aaticls X. 

8CIEKTIPIC IK7BLLIQSIiC£. 

I. — Excise Committee of the Royal Society. 

Report on the Hydrometer.'-^The report states, that with regBid 
to the substance alcohol, upon which the Excise duty is to be levied, 
there appears to be no reason why it should be considered as absolute. 
A definite mixture of alcohol and water being as invariable as alco- 
hol itself, and can more readily, and with equal accuracy be identified 
by that only condition to which recourse can be had in practice^ vix., 
specific gravity. The oommittee proposes, that standard spirit shall 
have a specific gravi^ of 0*92 at the temperature of 62'* Fahr., 
water being unity at ihat same temperature, or in other words, that 
at 62^, it shall weigh ^^yth, or f|>th of an equal bulk of water. 
The temperature of 6BP is adq>ted, because it is that at which water 
was taken in adjusting the weights and measures, and the spec. gr. 
0*92 is recommended m preference to 0*918633, the pr^nt spet^ 
gravity of proof spirit at 62®, on account of the more simple nature 
of the fraction. By this alteration, the new standard will be weaker 
dien the old proof spirit, in the proportion of nearly 1*1 gallon of 
the present proof spirit per cent. The specific gravity of absolute 
alcohol has been differently stated by chemists. Saussure makes it 
•7910 at 60°. Berzelius .7947 at 59 \ Gay Lussac -79236 at 64«. 
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Cfaaussier -7980, bat asguming the mean, the proposed standard 
would contain nearly one-half hy weight of absolute sdcohoU 

The committee considers the hydrometer the beet instrument in 
the hands of the excise oflBcer for ascertaining the specific gravity. 
Bute's hydrometer, by means of a scale of 50 parts and 18 weights 
or pdses, has a range of 900 divisions, and expresses specific gravities 
at the temperature 62**, while Sike's instrument has a scale of 600 
divisions only, and yet these are smaller than on Mr. Bate's instru- 
ment. « Hence, the'facility of reading the more extensive scale on 
Bate's instrument, is greater than with the more limited scale of 
Sike." Mr. Bate has constructed the weights (which in this instru- 
ment are immersed in the fiuid) of different specific gravities, so that 
each successive weight should have an increase of bulk over the pre- 
ceding weight, equal to that part of the stem occupied by the scale, 
and an increase of weight suflBcient to take the whole of the scale 
and no more down into the liquid. This arrangement requires great 
accuracy of workmanship, and enhances the pnce of the instrument 
As it can only however, ascertain specific gravities at the tempera- 
ture of 62», it would be inexpedient to use the term specific gravities 
for the numbers it would show ; the term indication, being that 
wready in use, would be much better, and involve no risk of error. 
The committee recommends attention to the accuracy of the thermo- 
meters employed.^ It advises the construction of three tables for 
practical purposes. The first, which shall indicate the same strength 
of spirit at every temperature; not however, expressing the quaUty 
of the spirit by any number over or under proof, but marking at once 
the number of gallons of standard spirit, contained in, or equivalent 
to 100 gallons of the spirit under examination. Thus, instead of saying 
23 over proof, it is proposed to insert 123, and in place of 35-4 under 
proof, to insert 64-6, as is illustrated in the following table : — 

Temperature 60°. 



IMOICATION. 
9001 . 


STRCNOTH. 

. . 1145 


INDICATION, 

9566. . . 


8TRENOT 

. 637 


3 . 


. . 114-3 


6- . 


, . 634 


5 . 


. . 114-2 


8. . 


. . 631 


7 . 


. . 1140 


70. . . 


. 62-9 


9 . 


. . 113-9 


72. . 


. . 62-6 


9011. . . 


. . 113.7 


9574. • 


. . 62-4 


3 . 


. 113-6 


6. . • 


• 621 


6 • . 


. 113'4 


8- . . 


. 61-9 


7 . . 


. 113-3 


9580. . . 


. 61-6 


9 . . 


. 1131 


2. . . 


. 61-4 



The second table is intended to show the bulk of spirit of any 
strength, at any temperature, relative to a standard bulk q£ 100 

• '!(|'hat thermometers are liable to become incorrect in the coarse of time, has 
been much insisted on, since the publication of the observations made at Geneva 
on this subject. Dr. Thomson has, however, shown that this does not hold good 
with regard to the accurately constructed thermometers of Crichton of Glasgow, 
even after a lapse of forty years. -See on Heat and Electricity, p. 40. — E»it, 
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gadlmis 8t 69\ In this Utble^ a spirit which had dindinished iu 
volume at any given temperature, 0*7 'per cent, for example^ would 
be expressed by 99*3. These two tables, therefore, will giv^ first the 
proportion of standard i^irit at the observed temperature, and next 
the change of bulk of such spirit, from what it would be at the 
standard temperature. Thus, at dl^, with 8240 indication, 100 
gallons of spirit under examination, would be equal by the iirBt.table 
to 164*8 gsdlons of standard spirit at that temperature y and by the 
second table; 99*3 gallons of the same spirit would become 100 at 62<>, 
or in reality, contain the 164*8 gallons of spirit in that state in which 
only it is to be taxed. But as neither of these tables can alone be 
used for charging the duty, for neither can express the actual quan- 
tity of spirit of a specific gravity of 0-92 at 62« in 100 gallons of 
stronger or weaker spirit, at temperatures above or below 62^, a third 
table is essential:, combining the two former, where the quantities 
should be set down in the actual number of ^edlons of standard spirit, 
at 62 '=100 of the spirit under examination^ and the column of 
quantities may be expressed by the term vcUue. Thus, 



Temperature 45°. 


Temperature 75°. 


NDICATION. STRSNGTH. VALVA. 


INDICATION. STRENGTH. VALUE. 


9074 . 114.5 


8941 . 114-6 


7 . 1143 


4 . 114-3 


9 • l,l4-2 


6 . 1142 


81 . 114-0 


8 • 114-0 


3 . 113-9 


9 . 1139 


5 . U3-7 


62 . 113-7 


6 • 113-6 


3 . 113-6 


9 . 113-4 


6 . 113-4 


90 . 113-3 


7 . 113-3 


3 . 1131 


9 . 113-1 



Although this is the only table necessary to be used by the Excise, 
the committee recommended printing the other- two^ because they 
must be constructed, and it would be matter of regret, that they 
should not be rendered permanent. 



11. — Passage of Electricity through Liquids.^ 

Thb apparatus employed by Sr. Matteucd in determining the con- 
ductibility of electricity through liquids, consisted of a small' table 
with four legs, pierced with three circular holes, of which two are 
destined to hold small glass vessels^ and the third, situated between 
the others, contains a porcelain v«Bel pierced in the centre. The 
two extreme vessels contain a layer of mercury ; in the middle one Is 
placed the liquid to be examined. A communication is established 
between the three vessels by means of two platinum wire^^ in the 
form of a horse shoe, and retained by a bit of gum lac in the proper 

• Bibliotheque Universelle, February, 1835. 



Digitized by 



Google 



394 SeknHfc httdUgeM^. [Noy. 

ponkioa. Two copper wires wliidi are soldered each bj one of Xb^ 
eztiemities to a plate of platinum^ have these extremities in contact 
with the mercury^ while the other two extremities are uxiitedj the 
one to the galvanometer and the other to a copper plate. The second 
extremity of the galvanometer is soldered to a zinc plate. The cop- 
per and ainc plates possess the same dimensions, — the nde being a 
decimetre (3*93 inches) in length. The ealvanometer is provided 
with two needlesi, and die copper wire which forms the drcumvolu- 
tioDs consists of five wires, united and soldered at their extremities. 
The heat of the finger alone, applied to an iron wire wound round 
the extremity of the galvanometer developes a thermo-electric currentf 
producing a deviation of 60>. 

While endeavouring to obtain a constant current he found that 

1. The loss of electaro-magnetic power is very rapid immediately 
after the circuit is completed, the efiect being greater in proportion 
to the intensity. 

2. This power continues to diminish during a greater or less time 
after the communication between the two poles has been established* 
The motion at last ceases, and the power remains the same during a 
veiy considerable time.* • 

3. The time required to arrive at this point is proportional to the 
oriffinal electrical power. 

4. When the same liquid is in contact with all the pairs of a pile 
the electro-magnetic power reaches its maximum of intensity, with a 
rapidity proportional to the number of the pairs of plates. 

5. Piles previously charged, but without completing the circle, 
attain more rapidly the point at which their electro-magnetic power 
becomes constant. 

6. A pile> when it has arrived at the point where its e£^ is per- 
manent, recovers a portion of the electro-magnetic power when the 
circuit is interrupted which had been completed for some time. In 
again estahUshing the communication the power returns to the point 
atwhich it left off. This trial may be repeated several times with 
llie same effect. 

7. The electro-magnetic power i$ rapidly developed at the instant 
when the circuit is interrupted. 

8. When the electro-magnetic power, proceeding from a pile of 
four or eight pain, is revived* the liquid employed being well-water, 
or water slightly saline, the power is never equal to the original 
iBlMUBity. 

He had reoouiae to two methods fcnr the purpose of obtaining a 
constant cursent. The shortest method was to allow the needle to 
aoqnite a fixed deviation, then having interrupted the circuit, to close 
it at the end of five minutes, for an instant, which is sufficient to 
<^btain a coH^iiete deviation; be observed the number of degrees 
which the needle indicated. The deviation remained the same> in 
lepeating the operation every five minutes during a long time. The 
foUowing are 1^ remits obtained for the conductibility of different 
solutions, the quantity of water being 1000 to 10 parts of the dissolved 
substance:— 
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Binaxalate of potash . 


. 14 


Sulphate of copper . 


. 20 


Nitrate of mercary . 


. 36 


Nitrateof silver . . 


. 45 


Oxalic add . . • • 


. 14 


Tartaric acid . • • 


. 10 


Muriatic acid . • • 


. 10 


Sulphuric acid . . 


. 8 


Nitric add .... 


. 8 


Potash 


. 15 


Ammonia .... 


. 8 



DistiUfid water «it ^fP/S^ 

iPotash sulphateof alumina 4^90 

Chloride of lime ... 6 
, Chloride of potassium • 5 

Sulphate of magnesia • 6 

Sulphate of iron ... 6 
, Chloride of sodium • . 7 

Nitrate of potash ... 7 

Muriate of ammonia . 8 

Chloride of barium . . 9 

Acetate of lead . • . 9 

He found the opinion of Faraday correct^ that the conductibility 
which non-conducting solids acquire by fusion^ proceeds 6om the 
same source as the conductibility which these bodies communicate to 
water by their solution in the latter. This is strikingly exemplified 
In the cases of sugar and iodide of sulphur. 

He found the conductibility of phosphate and pyro-phosphate the 
same ; which proves that heat does not alter the conductibility of 
this substance, although it produces a powerful alteration in its die« 
mical properties. 

II. With ri^^d to the eSsct of quantity of dissolved matter upon 
the effect^ he round that^ \vith chloride of potasedum^ there was the 
same deviation with 40 grs. to the llwusand of water as witii 160/**^ 
the deviiMion being 40^ ; and whenagreat quantity of salt was addod 
the effect was not increased. 

With 10, 20, and 40 grs. of diloride of sodium the deviation was 
5\ With 80 grs. 4^ and at Uie point a£ saturation it was abo 4o. 

When acetate of lead was employed the deviation with 10 grs. was 
8^-30, 20 grs. 9^ 40 grs. 9<"30, 80 grs. 9». At the point of satura- 
tion 6** to v**. With nitrate of s&ver, when i gr. was dissolved the 
deiaation was 3«, 1 gr. 10», 6 grs. 14», 10 grs. 18», 20 gxs. 22", S5 ^v. 
22^, 30 grs. 22^, 40 grs. 2l\ Hence, the supposition is eonfirmed 
that the increase of conductibility^ wldch results from a ^t^ter pna* 
portion of salt dissolved^ remains longer wheu the soluti(m« though 
y«ry teMe^ possesses ^raM; conductibility. 

The author asceortatned a remarkable &ict, whidi may be compai^ed 
to the known property whidi liquids possess^ of evaporatii^ In a 
vaeuum ialready saturated with vapour proceeding from aootfaer 
liquid. We know diat, in this case^ while the second liquid caaaoi 
form any more vapour, the first can evaporate in the same space^ as 
if this space had not 1»en saturated with any other vapour. When 
a solution has acquired the highest degree ef eondtiotibility, in such 
a manner diat the addition of a new dose of the salt only diminishes 
it, if we dissolve in the liquid another salt, without deeoaipogltiont 
the conductibility increases, as if the substance already dissolved did 
not eiast. The phenomenon disappears if in the mixture a deoom* 
position takes place, giving rise to die predpttation of aH iasohiUe 
salt. The conductibility, on the contrary, is diminished The chlo- 
ride of iodine, proto-iodide of tin, chloride of copper, when added In 
convenient quantities, to a solution of chloride of sodium exhiUt a 
conductibility almost metallic. 
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IIL The effect of heat up<m the conductibility of liquids was de- 
temiined by heating the intennediate porcelain vessel with a qnrit 
lamp. The following table contains the results : — 



DiatOled 
Water. 


Wdl 
Water. 


Water saturated 
withCUorideof 
Sodi(imat41«F. 


Oiitilled Water, 
holdiiig inidiitioD 
_1, of Nitrate of 

'*' Silver. 


60° P. 4° 

77 7 
106* 10 
131 14 
155} 17 
185 21 
212 27 


144°) 4« 
68 8 
99^ 13 
155| 27 
189J 35 
212 41 


41. 7 

68 8 
llOi 22 
160* 30 
189) 33 
212 34 
223i 35 


814 73* 

88i 75 

99* 77 
llof 82 
133i 89 

C Th* nwdl* de- 

155|| IJS-^S; 
212 {''3^^^ 

^^^ \ mains at «8«. 



The deviation of the needle, which expresses the conducting power 
of the liquid at different temperatures^ is the product of the inital 
deviation by a certain co-efficient. The latter is easily obtained by 
metoa of a oo-effident which may be expressed by ^ Calculating 
llie numbefrs contained in the preceding table, we obtain the follow- 
ing deductions : — 

1. The co-efficient is not a constant number for any of the liquids 
examined ; the increase of conductibility does not proceed uniformly 
with the increase of temperature. 

% When the temperature is raised at first the oo-effident does not 
vary much for the different liquids; the number is greater in pro- 
portion to the original conducting power. 

3. The number increases to the middle of the thermometric scale 
most rapidly for good conductors. 

4. The increase of deviation or conductibiHty, corresponding to a 
degree of elevation of temperature, is, at the commencement of the 
heating, 15' for the first liquid, 22' for the second, 17' for the third, 
and 40' for the fourth. When the middle of the diermometric scale 
is obtained, the mean value of the increase of conductibility corre- 
sponding to a degree of heat is 19 for the second liquid, 23' for the 
third, 54' for the fourth. At 212o this value is 30 for No. 1 , 36* for 
No. 2, and ^ for No. 3. The same value for the nitrate of silver 
shews a tendency to diminish at 133''|. 

• • IV. Marianini demonstrated that the electro-magnetic action of 
simple electro-motive apparatus, is directly proportional to the surface 
<i Uiese elements. And our author has found that the relation which 
-exists between the conducting powers of different liquids is steady, 
whatever be the absolute electro-magnetic power of the current. 

V. Matteucd substituted a vessel of wood for the porcelain one, of 
the same size and form. It was varnished internally, and divided 
into two equal partftby a thin membrane. Having filled the two 
compartments with well-water, a deviation of 5<> was obtained, by 
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forcing a given* cnn^t tbtoogh the liquid. The direction of < the 
cnnent was changed^ and the deviation continued the samis.^ Soaift 
drops of chloride of iodine were added te the division into which* the 
current penetrated ; the deviation was still 5o, and thp addition of 
more chloride of iodine produced no effect. The vessel was then 
turned so that the compartment in which the water was contained, 
was on the same side as the chloride had been before in the other 
experiments; the deviation was then 48^ Upon turning it half 
round, and consequently restoring it to its first position , the deviatiitf 
was 8o ; on turning it half round again, it was 4?^ 30- ; and oh restor- 
ing it again^ it was 7* 30 . Another experiment gave 6*^ and 32^. - A 
thhrd tria] afforded 2o and \2\ 

From these eitperiments we observe the great difference whidi : a 
medium possesses which is composed of two heterogeneous liquids, 
ac^rding as the current penetrates by the best conducting liquid or 
otherwise, the proportions being in these trials as 1 to 6. 

The chemidd decomposition which takes place in the pile wh^ 
th^ metal and liquid are brought in contact, produces on the metallic 
surfaces liquid layers of different kinds and of various conductibility. 
When the circuit is open the liquid becomes chemically homogeneous, 
the oxides and adds which have been separated re^combine, and the 
diversity of conductiUlity in the liquid ceases. Matteucci observes, 
dut by taking advantage of this fact, and by studying the relative 
conductibility of liquids, resulting fnmi the decomposition between 
the plates, it might be possible to ex|dain the loss of electro-magaetie 
force by the fact of the completion of the circuit. 



III.— Wicktine. 

This mineral conies from Wichty in Finland. Colour„ldack ;. frac- 
ture, feebly conchoidal ; cleavages, . (wq ; dystal, rhomboidal prism* 
nearly rectangular. Scratches glass ; fuses into a blad^ enamel ; 
with borax forms a green bead. Magnetic. Sp. gr. 3*03. 
According to Ravergie it consists of. 

Silica 56-3 

Alumina^ * . . 13*3 
Peroidde of iron . 4*0. 
. Protoxide of iron . 13*0 

Lime 6*0 » 

Magnesia . . . 3.0 
Soda . i . . . 3-5 

99:1 
The formula is (S2 Al Fe.) + S. (N C Mg./.)~iifm de (Mm, 
lix. 107. 

IV. — Taraxacum Officinale. 

Tax T» Offidn^le and palustre have generally been considered, as 
distinct species. Roch seems^ however, to have proved the c6ntrary^ 
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for he aowed, in the garden of Erlangen* 9eoi»oi tbe T.afflMuide^ 
and obtained 1 T. palustre, 2 T. eredwn Hoppe. 7\ lepteeepkar 
him Reidu ; 3 T. nigricans Bit. ; 4 T. earmculatunk Bit* ; T. 
officinale.^ Amu de Seien. Nat. Aug,il834.) 



V. — Planti of Arabia^ Palestine lEmd Egypt. 

M. Bor^ (Ann, des Seien* Nat, i. 1^^ formed a considexabll^ her- 
barium daring his travels in these countnes^ amounting to 333 8peoie», 
and belonging to 45 families. Several of these are natives o£ Brit]|in» 
as, Sargassum vulgare ; Adiantum CapiUia veneris Mount 
Sitiai ; Daetylis ghmeraia ; A^vena ScUiva Desert of Sinai ;. Fca 
liiloralis El Tor ; Careop panicea Mount Sinai ; Chara Vuigaria 
Bethlehem ; Typha anguetifolia, El Tor and Mount Sinai ; Ana^ 
gallia arvenais Mount Sinai; Veronica anagaUia Do; Cuscuta 
eppthimum Do ; TragBpogon major, Sonchus oleraeeus Desert 
of Stnai. 



VI. — Chloride of Gold as a Caustic. 

M« RacAinBR has employed this substance dissolved in aqua r^iia, 
in tbe proportion of 1 ounce of the latter to 6 grains of the chloride^ 
with great success in cancerous affections. A litUe lint is dipped in the 
solution, and the diseased part is then to be rubbed with it ; and the 
efiect carried to a considerable depth, so as to produce an eschar which 
separates in the course of three or four days. The application is to 
be repeated six or eight times^ according to the extent of the ulcerated 
surface. Little pain accompanies its use. A case of cancer of the 
neek of the uterus was- sueceMfuUy treated with this caustic, in the 
HotdDieu.-^/(Him. de Chim. Medic, i. 533.) 



VII. — Inkpermanent in the Air. ' 

M. BbaOonnot, of Nancy, has published a recipe for ink, which he 
says answers extremely well in Botanic gardens, and open or wet 
situatioBS, where names are required to be preserved permanently. 
Take of . . Verdigris 1 part 

Sal annnoniac 1 part 

Soot I part 

Water 10 parts 

Mix the powders in a glass or porcelain mortar, adding at first one 
part of water, m order to mix them well, then add the remiiinderof the 
water. Shdce the ink well from time to time. When it is to be 
used, we must write with it upon a plate of zinc, and after some days, 
it becomes hard, and cannot be obliterated by atmospherical uifiuen(^ 
or by rubbing. The ink may be tinged with any colour, by substi- 
tuting for the soot sosae mineral colouring matter.-^iittn. die Chim. 
i.3ia) 
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HORARY OBSERVATIONS OF THE BAROMETER, THERMOMETER, &c. 

ide «t tiie Manse of the Ptruh of Abbc^ St. Bathm't, Bcrwiokabiie, Let. 5S»5r N. Long, to 23/ W. at 
le height of about 450 feet abore the aea, £ot the oomdMnoeiiient of eadi hour per dock, beginnmg at 6 
'cUxdc in the morning of Monday the 2l8t September, and endnifc at 6 o'clock in the eyening of TiMiday 
f d, Ans extending oyer 36 hoars,, according to the suggestion of Sir John HeneheL^ By the Rer. 

OHN WALI.ACS. 



ndny, 
kSept 
8S5. 



Remarin. 



Noon 
P.M. 



9 
10 

11 

It 



47i 
48J 
49 



9 29*079 



5lf 
53*11 



29-108 

29*148 

29-ldS 
29-171 



55} 
57 

58 



1929187 
18 29-190 

24 29-202 



57J 24 89-199 



56i 

5 53) 

6 5lf 
50 



29-199 

29-200 

29-205 
29*225 
29-221 



ftidiwr, 



8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
1 



49 

48) 
47J 
46 

45 

44)1 

43 



3 44 



foon. 
P.M, 



7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 

2 

3 

4 



44) 
43f 



6 29-232 

529-232 

29-226 

329-226 

329-220 
329*210 

3 29-191 

329*180 

3 29-163 
3 29*146 

429*ld2 



48} 

50 

50) 

5lf 

52} 

54 

54} 

56} 

58| 

58) 



5 55 

id 52i 



6 29*112 
I 29*063 
0|29*025 
1*965 
1*894 
1*849 
1-764 
0|28*730 

28-685 

668 



28*1 
028-1 
028*i 
28-^ 



4 28 



528*710 



2&-7S4 



W, N.W. — Cafan, doodless, except a bed of cirrostratos in SWn. horizon. 

' Cahn so that wind cannot be noted ; cirrostratos gradually- forming. 



{ 



S.E. 

s.w. 



I 



Shifting. 
£• 8« £• 

S.W, 

E. 

S.WbyW 

S.W. 

S. S. £. 
S.W. 

W.S.W, 



£. S. £. 



ohieihriB southeastern or. ; dark patches of cirrostratus ; light haiy 

cloD<u floating below nom the southward. 
^ Gentle hreese ; one or two fine plumous cirri in S.Wn. qr.; the bed 

of cinostratos in S.E. qr. adyandng towards the aeoith ; the skj 

from the senith to the horixon N.Wd. clear, except patches of dr. 
Gentle breeze ; cirrostratus increasing, in dark masses below. 
( Gentle breese ; cirrostratus gradually disappearing ; some fine cirri 
'^ near the senith, from S.S. Wi to NNE ; rocky cnmali in S W hor. 
Breese increasing ; cirrostratus continuing to dissipaliB ; the rocky 

cumuli on S W hor. passing over to NE, cirri from SW to NE. 

! Breese decreasing ; cirrostratus in SE, cirri in NE ; cumulostratus 
forming in S W and pass oyer to NE with the wind ; light rsin. 
C Moderate breese ; cirrostratos now t«3s the whole sky except Wn. 
qr.; towards the senith assimiing a drrocumulatiye aspect ; cunni- 
los^stus disappearing ; large rocky cumuli in SE and N Wm hors. 
r Moderate breese ; cirrostratus rather denser, in some plaoes passing 

< into cirrocumulus ; the same portion of N W qr. clear ; oomulo- 
( strati again forming in S.W. and passing oyer with the wind* 
^ Moderate breese ; cirostratus spread oyer the whole aky , possessing 
' a etwdjf cirrocumulatiye form, and ahewing appearances of polar- 
ization SW to NE, cumulostrad disappeared, cumli stffl forming 

C Gentle breese ; cirrostratus still possesses the whole sky, and has 

< descended in the atmosphere ; a few roeky eumufi stiU in the 
C N W ; those in the SE haye dissappetfed. 

Gentle breese ; cirro s tr a t u s stUl lower in the atmoi^ere, snd the 
curdy cirrocumulatiye nebiculae laiver, rocky cumuli disappesved 
— ^Almost calm ; the general character of formation same as last hour. 
( Lieht air ; cirostratus rapidly dissipetmg ; S & SW portions of ther 
i heavens quits dear ; streaks of drrostratos in N W & SE. 
( lifi^ht air ; portions of darkish doudsressmUing cirrostratus passhig 
( irom S Wd.; the original stratum of cirrostratus has diasppeared* 

Light air ; same kind of douds continue to pass over the al^ fiitm 
^ SWd. Severd caudate meteors observed. 
—So calm that the wind cannot be noted ; most of sk^ cloudless^ 

!Very light breeze ; a few drrestratiye douds passing over K Wra. 
hor.; a Ught base spread over the akv ; a fow caudttte meteors* 
—Very light breeze ; a quantity of large black clouds passing from S W 
— Light air ; a few long streaks of cirrostratus in N Wrn. horiaon. 
' Light air ; cirrostratus spread over the whole sky ; dark cloud rising 
^ rapidly from ESE, and stretching towards the senith. 

{Quite cdm ; dark cirrostratus veiling the whole ml^ except a portion 
of the SEm horinon, which is clesr of clouds. 
i StiU quite cdm ; cirrostratos n^dly dispersing, espedally in the 
NEm. quarter ; the SEm. honaon again overcast. 

— Li^ht ur ; cirrostratus still veils the sl^, except in NWn. qr. 

r Quite cdm below, but all dong^ there hasbeen a breeze above, which 
is now much incressed ; the dtrostratns has condensed, and covers 

_ the hills with a thick fog ; passing into the nimbus with light rain. 

— Li^ht breeze, a thin sheet of nimbus veils thel sky, with some rain. 

— Bnsk wind ; nimbus increasing ; a good deaf of rain falling. 

— Breeze freshening ; dense nimbus over wholesky, with much rain. 

—Strong and encreasong wind ; nimbus continues, with heavy r«n. 

—Strong breeze ; dense fog on the surrounding hills ; almost foir. 

— Strong breeze, with dense wet fog* 

— The same as last hour. 

— Strong breese ; fog gradually diminishinp in density and disdpatiujg^* 

' Strong breeze ; ninu>us breaking up rapidly, and changiiuf into cir- 
rostratus, having near the senith a cirrocumulatiye tendeney. 

-Strong breese ; cumulostrative clouds from S£ passing over* 

C Moderate breeze ; a large nimbus has just passed from Sd. ; severd 

< Isrge cirro-edged masses floating rapidly across the sky ; upper 
f. stratum cirrostratus ; a fine rainbow visible. 

) Moderate breeze ; large masses of cumulostrative cloud passing from 
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Article I. 

J^ifi of the Bev. John Flamsteedy First Astronomer-Royal. 

Written hy himself, 

( Continued from p, 341.) 

Finding that the edition of my works is stopt, and not 
likely to proceed very speedily ; that, in the mean time, my 
distempers increase, whereby I shall be disabled from carry- 
ing them on as I intended ; and that, after all the pains I 
have been at,' and the expenses I hare borne, it has been 
suggested sometimes that I had little to publish, at others 
that I was averse to the publishing of them : — to clear my- 
self from these calumnies and aspersions, I intend (with 
the assistance of that Good Providence, which I must ever 
acknowledge to have directed all my endeavours) to give an 
account of all my labours and studies, their beginning and 
progress, with the helps and assistance I have either re- 
ceived from others, or afforded them for carrying on of 
theirs, that those who come after me may honestly and 
sincerely prosecute these studies, depending on the favour 
of God, and giving Him only all the praise. And if I begin 
a little higher than I need, I hope it will not displease my 
reader : for ingenious men are much delighted to know 
both the beginnings and progresses of their studies, and the 
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circumstances of their lives whom Ood has made eminent 
in their times. 

I was bom at Denby [5 miles from Derby] in Derbyshire^ 
August 19, 1646, at a -2^ of an hour past 7 at night : as I find 
in some old notes of my father^s, who was the third and 
youngest son of Mr. William Flamsteed, of Little Hallam,. 
in Derbyshire. My mother Mary, was the daughter of 
Mr. John Spateman of Derby. In my infancy, sickly. I 
was educated [at the free*school] at Derl^, where my father 
lived, [till 16 years old. My father removed his family to 
Denby, because the sickness was then in Derby.] At 14 
years of age, when I was nearly arrived to be the head of 
the free-school, visited with a fit of sickness, that was 
followed with a consumption, and other distempers ; which 
yet did not so much hinder me in my learning but that I 
still kept my station till the form broke up, and some of my 
fellows went to the Universities : for which, though I was 
designed, my father thought it not adviseable to send me, 
by reason of my distemper. [Recovered by God's blessing: 
went a journey to Ireland in the months of August and 
September, 1666.] Wrote De (Bqwitione diertmiy and made 
the tables for it, 1665. 

Languishing then at home, I had Sacrobosco De Sphtera 
put into my hands, I had read a great deal of history, civil 
and ecclesiastical, before. This was a new subject to me % 
and having turned so much as I thought necessary for my 
use into English, I proceeded to makediids by the direction 
of ordinary books: and having changed a piece of Astrology 
•I found amongst my father's books, for Street's Carctme 
Tablesy set myself to calculate the planets' places by them, 
and thus enquire the reasouii of them : in which I found 
small satis&ction; that author being very concise and 
. short, and leaving the reasons of his processes to be learnt 
from others. 

Having calculated an eclipse of the Sun, by these tables, 
that was to happen, June 22, 1666, I imparted it to a 
relation of mine, who showed it to Mr. Immanuel Hakon, 
of Wingfleld Manor; who, coming soon after to see me> 
imd finding I was not acquainted with the astronomical 
performances of others, sent me Riecibli's Ahmagesty and 
Kepler's JZuribipAine Tctbles^ with sbme other mathematical 
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bcK^s, to which I was, till then, a stranger. - He was a 
person of great humanity and judgment, a good Algebraist, 
and endeavoured to draw me into the study of Algebra, by 
proposing little problems to me : which* haying not long 
before made myself acquainted with Euclid, I gave him 
geometrical resolutions to ; and never troubled myself with 
Algebra till I came to Lpndon, where I found every small 
pretender to mathematics set up for an Algebraist. 

This eclipse I observed afterwards : but, not being fur- 
nished with proper instruments, nor yet acquainted with 
the best way of observing, I cannot think the observations 
exact enough to be published. 

Another eclipse of the Sun, happening two years after, 
on the 26th of October, 1668, I calculated the times of the 
appearance from the Caroline Tables; and afterwards oh* 
served it. But, not being yet furnished with convenient 
instruments for measuring and correcting the times, I could 
not believe it accurate enough to be published : though I 
found by it that the tables dijSered very much from the 
heavens. 

The French Observatory was built this year, and Signor 
Cassini called from Italy to direct it : who now published 
his Tables for finding the Eclipses and Configurations of 
Jupiter's Satellites. These fell into my hands some three 
or four years after ; and were of good use to me, however 
faulty when I began to observe them. 

In the following years, 1669 and 1670, 1 compared Jupiter 
and Mars with some fixed stars, near which they passed : 
but, the observations (being made with short glasses of two 
feet, and only by estimation of the planets' distances from 
them, and comparing them with the small distances of fixed 
stars derived from Tycho's places) were not to be relied on. 
Only, I learnt by them that those distances were fismlty : 
and the planets' places much different £rom those given in 
the ephemerides. 

Mr. Street's equation of natural days being very much 
different from that used by Tycho Bullialdus, and Wing, I 
had spent many thoughts upon it, at the same time as I 
remember I was ealculating the solar eclipse : and at last 
finmd that supposing the earth's revolution to be equable 
about her axis, it could be no other than the difference of 
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her mean and true right ascension ; and consequently that 
the equation. of the earth's orbit turned into time must 
make one of the ingredients or parts of it, and the difference 
of her longitude and right ascension the other. Whereupon 
I wrote a small tract about the inequalities and equ^ions 
of natural days ; which, having turned into Latin, I showed 
to Mr. Hal ton, who approved of it : and six years afterwards 
it was printed with Mr. Horrox's posthumous works, and 
put an end to all that controversy. 

The following years, till 1669, 1 employed my spare hours 
in calculating the places of the planets, observed by Heve- 
lius, and related in his Mercurim sub sole visuSy from the 
Caroline Tables : whereby I found they agreed not so well 
with the heavens as I presumed they had ; and that further 
observations were requisite to correct them. 

I could not think of any more proper than those of the 
moon's and planets' appulses to fixed stars, or transits by 
them : considering that they required but a slender appara- 
tus of instruments, and might be taken by a single observer 
with ordinary assistance. I collected some remarkable 
eclipses of fixed stars by the moon, that would happen in 
the year 1670 ; calculated them from the Caroline Tables ; 
directed them to the Lord Viscount Brouncker, then Presi- 
dent of the Royal Society, and conveyed them into his 
[hands]. This labour was well accepted both by him and 
them, and brought me letters of thanks both from their 
Secretary Mr. Oldenburg, and Mr. Collins one of their 
members, with whom I had a faithful friendship and inge- 
nious correspondence afterwards, so long as they lived. My 
letter was dated November 4th, 1669 : Mr. Collins and Mr. 
Oldenburg, in January following. 

From this time I began to have accounts sent me of all 
the mathematical books that were published either at home 
or abroad. In June 1670, my father, taking notice of my 
correspondence with them and some other ingenious men 
wbcnn I had never seen, would needs have me take a journey 
up to. London, that I might be personally acquainted with 
th^n : that being the time of the year when his affairs would 
allow me liberty. I embraced the offer gladly, and there 
became first acquainted with Sir Jonas Moore [His Majesty's 
Surveyor of the Ordnance], who presented me with Mr. 
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Townlej's micrometer, and undertook to furnish me with 
telescope glasses at moderate rates. I left monies in Mr. 
Collin's hands to pay for them : and in my return visited 
Dr. Barrowy and Mr. Newton, the Lucasian Professor of 
Mathematics at Cambridge ; and Dr. Wroe, then a fellow 
of Jesus College there, with whom I corresponded frequently 
the four following years. Entered myself at Cambridge in 
Jesus College. 

About this time Mr. Newton was engaged in experiments 
about Light and Colours, and the improvement of tele- 
scopes ; of which I had some account sent me by Mr. Collins : 
though his theory and the description of his new contrived 
telescope came not out till February 1671-2; when it was 
published [in the TrafisacHans, No. 80. 

I could not at first yield to this theory : but, upon trial, 
found all the experiments succeeded as he related them ; 
which kept me silent and in suspense. For, I could never 
think that whiteness was a compound of all the different 
sorts of rays of light mixed ; because I found always that 
what he called whiteness was only sun-light, or solar rays: 
and that when the rays, which he called whiteness, were 
mixed with the blue, they formed a green ; which showed 
they were of the nature of yellow. 

My first telescope glasses were not procured me till about 
Michaelmas, 1670 : but the eye-glasses suited not with 
them. And both Mr. Jonas Moore and Mr. Collins having 
employments that kept them continually in business, I 
could not procure such eye-glasses for them till the next 
autumn, 1671. [Here the description of Mr. Townley's 
micrometer is to be inserted ; with the tables for turning 
the revolves and parts, into minutes and seconds : as also 
the figures and descriptions of my own, with the like 
tables.] 

In the mean time, some affairs of my father's requiring 
it, in the month of June this year, I made a journey into 
Lancashire, and called at Townley, to visit Mr. Christopher 
Townley, who happened to be then in London. But, one 
of his domestics kindly received me, and showed me his 
instruments, and how his micrometer was fitted to his 
tubes : and from this time forward we often conferred by 
letters. I procured Mr. Gascoigne's and Crabtree's papers 
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from him ; and Mr. Horrox*9 theory of the moon, to whieh 
he had begun to fit some nambers ; but perfected none that 
I remember. 

About this time, Mr. Horrox's remains and obsenrations 
having been collected by Dr. Wallis, were in the press. [I 
found his theory (of which a correct copy had f^len into 
my hands) agree much better with my observations than 
any other. Hereupon I fitted numbers to it, which with 
an explanation of it, were printed with his works.] Mr. 
Collins advised me to print my discourse concerning the 
Equation of natural days with them : which I consented to 
do ; and sent it up to him for that purpose, translated into 
Latin. 

[In March, 1671, set up a pole to raise my glasses, at 
Derby.] It was October, 1671, before I could get my 
tubes and micrometers in good order for observations. I 
had no pendulum movement to measure time with : they 
being not common in the country at that time. But, I took 
the heights of the stars, for finding the true time of my 
observations, by a wood quadrant about eighteen inches 
radius, fixed to the side of my seven foot telescope; which 
I found performed well enough for my purpose. 

For, I had before resolved not to attempt anything that 
lay out of my power, or for which I had not made such pro- 
vision as might probably afford me success : and therefore 
I resolved to confine myself to such observations as required 
no very accurate knowledge of the times. Such were the 
diameters of the luminaries ; small distances of the fixed 
stars ; the greatest elongations of Jupiter's satellites, &c. ; 
which might be of use to me in the further progress of my 
astronomical studies. To such as these I confined myself 
at first : and that Good Providence, that had designed greater 
things to be afterwards done by me, gave me success beyond 
my hopes or expectations. Having determined the diame- 
ters of the sun, in his apogee and perigee, I saw the eccen- 
tricity of the earth's orb was bisected. And observing the 
moon's diameters in her appulse to the Pleiades^ November 
6th, 1671, when she was near the opposition of the sun, 
and again February 23rd, 1672, when she was not far from 
her quartile, I found that whereas the visible diameter ought, 
according to the lunar theories of BuUialdus, Wing, and 
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Street, to have been greater at the quartile, or latter time, 
by about 46" than at the oj^sitioB in November, on the 
contrary it was less by about T. 20". Which showed that, 
from the opposition to the quartile, she remoyed from the 
earth : whereas their theories made her approach nearer to 
it, making her diameters bigger at the quartile than at the 
opposition by T. 30' ; and that they erred also very sensibly 
in her visible place. 

But, enquiring her visible place and diameters, by the 
tables I had fitted to Mr. Horrox's lunar theory, I found 
her place agree nearly ; and her diameter at the full moon 
bigger than at the quadrature by about 50" : which convinced 
me that BuUialdus's, Wing's, and Street's theories were 
erroneous ; and Horroz's near the truth. I did not then 
think the theory perfectly agreeable ; for I found a dissent in 
my observations from it, by reason I had not yet attained the 
the knowledge of a further necessary diminution of her dia* 
meters depending on her distance from the sun, with which 
^Mr. Newton's corrections and emendations of that theory 
have furnished me since. These observations I imparted to 
Mr. Oldenburg, with the same remarks upon them ; which 
occasioned their joint desires that, now Mr. Horrox's re- 
mains were in the press, I would add the tables I had fitted 
to bis theory, with an explication of the theory itself, and 
directions to calculate the moon's places, &c., by the tables: 
ivhich I willingly did, fitting the radixes of my mean mo- 
tions to the meridians both of London and Derby, where I 
then thought my abode fixed, and hoped to carry on my 
observations to greater accuracy: for which, in my 
thoughts, I was frequently forecasting. 

In the spring of the year, 1672, I excerpted several ob- 
servations from Mr. Gascoigne's and Crabtree's letters, 
that had not yet been made public ; which I had turned 
into Latin, and resolved to publish in the first volume of 
Celestial Observations taken at the Observatory. Amongst 
Mr. 6{|3Coigne's letters I found some wherein he showed 
how the images of remote objects were formed in the dis- 
tinct base of a convex object gla^s. From these I got my 
dioptrics in few hours ; having read Descartes' Dioptrics 
before, but learnt little by them because he discourses not 
pf this subject : his main business being to show how by 
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elliptical or hyperbolical glasses all the rays of light that 
fall on the object parallel to the axes may be collected into 
one point of the image in the distinct l»se, sfipposing all 
the rays of light of the same species ^d liable to the same 
law of refraction; which yet Mr. Newton demonstrated 
they were not, by many experiments published in this year's 
TransacHans : and this is the only thing that I can perceive 
for which Descartes* Dioptrics have been so celebrated. I 
finished my transcript of Mr. Gascoigne's papers May 12th, 
1762. The spare hours of the remaining part of the year 
were employed in my observations, as the weather suffered 
me ; in preparing advertisements of the Appulses of the 
moon and planets to fixed stars for the following year; 
which were printed by Mr. Oldenburg in his Transactions, 
with some observations of the planets I imparted to him. 

Whilst I was enquiring for the planets' appulses to the 
fixed stars by the help of ^ Hecker's ephemerides, I found 
that in September, 1672, the planet Mars, then newly past 
his perihelion and opposition to the sun, would pass amongst 
three contiguous fixed stars in the water otAgnaritis: and 
that, by reason he was then very near the earth, this would 
be the most convenient opportunity, that would be afforded 
of many years, for determining his, and consequently the 
sun's horizontal parallax. I drew up a monitum of this 
appearance, and sent it with a letter to Mr. Oldenburg, 
who printed it in his Transactions, No. 86, August 19th, 
1672: having before sent my admonition into France, where 
the gentlemen of their Accademy took care to have it ob- 
served in several places. My father's affairs caused me to 
take a journey into Lancashire, the very day I had designed 
to begin my observations : but God's Providence so ordered 
it that they gave me an opportunity to visit Townley, where 
I was kindly received and entertained by Mr. Townley, with 
whose instruments I saw Mars near the middlemost of the 
three adjacent fixed stars. My stay in Lancashire was short : 
at my return from thence, I took his distances from two of 
them at distant times of the night. Whence I determined 
his parallax then 25", equal to his visible diameter; which 
therefore must be its constant measure; and consequently 
the sun's horizontal parallax not more than 10"'. This I 
gave notice of in the Transactions, No. 96 : and the French, 
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soon after, declared that from their ^observations tliey had 
foand the same. Whether they will give such exactness, 1 
leave to those who are skilful in these things to determine. 

It was this year that the French sent Monsieur Richer to 
observe the southern fixed stars at Cayenne ; where he also 
observed this transit of Mars amongst the three fixed stars 
in the water of Aqtuxritis. His observations are printed in 
the Voyages Astronomiques ; from whence I have transcribed 
them to be printed after my own in the end of this Preface. 
I have altered the method in which they are published, pur- 
posely to bring them into less room and better order for 
the service of those that have occasion to make use of them. 

In the same Transactions are printed some observations 
of the greatest elongations of Jupiter's satellites from him ; 
whereby the diameters of their orbits were determined in 
such parts as Jupiter's is one. These I found larger than 
Signor Cassini had determined them, in his Satellite Tables, 
1668 : but I suspect them less than the real truth, by reason 
that the diameter of the planet appears bigger than it is, by 
reason of the breadth of the pupil of the eye. 

In the month of March of the following year, 1673, from 
the observations of Jupiter's distances from the 9th of VirgOy 
or the last of the four in the left wing, I determined the 
greatest inclination of the orbit of Jupiter to be less than 
the latitude of this star, by 26' 40'. Its latitude in my new 
catalogue, is 1° 46' 10" south : whence the greatest inclina- 
tion of his orbit will be 1^ 19' 30". These observations, 
with the process whereby it was determined, were printed 
by Mr. Oldenburg in his Transactions, No. 94, for May 19, 
1673. 

It was this year also, as I remember, I wrote a small 
tract in English, concerning the true diameters of all the 
planets, and their visible, when at their nearest distance 
from our earth, or their greatest remove from it ; which I 
sent to Mr. Newton in the year 1685, who has made use 
of it in the 4th book of his Prindpia. 

From some observations of the eclipses of Jupiter's Satel- 
lites made this year, their mean motions were corrected by 
me : those of M. Cassini published in the year 1668, and 
imparted to me by Mr. Townley, having showed themselves 
very faulty. 
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Sir JonM Moore somelimas wrote to me; apd, in Ms 
letters, testified the pleasure he took in the success of my 
endeavours, and in what I imparted to Mr. Oldenburg, and 
was printed by him in the Philowphieal Tmnsactums. 

By Mr. Oldenburg's means I changed some letters with 
M. Cassini. Having no longer glasses yet than of tbirteea 
feet, I had not taken notice that .the body of Jupiter was 
not perfectly round ; and in one of my letters affirmed that, 
to me, he appeared always round, which he took notice of; 
and which caused me to consider him more attentively. 
And, in my view afterwards in the same glass of thirteen 
feet, I 9aw I had reason to suspect my heedless assertion. ; 
and, when I came to employ longer glasses, that he was 
(as Cassini had asserted) oval. 

Besides the observations I imparted to Mr. Oldenburg^, 
I took others that might be of use to me afterwards : though^ 
because the times were not so accurate as I thought was 
requisite, I did not publish them. 

In 1673, besides my usual task, I wrote im Ephemeris, 
wherein I showed the falsity of Astrology, and the ignoranoe 
of those who pretended to it : wherein I gave a table of the 
moon's risings and settings, carefully calculated ; together 
with the eclipses and appulses of the moon and planets to 
fixed stars. This fell into the hands of Sir Jonas Moore» 
fbf whom (at hiM request) I made a table of the moon's true- 
southings for that year. From which, and Mr. Phillip's 
theory of the tides, the high-water being made, he found 
they showed the times of the turn of the tides very near : 
whereas the ordinary seamens coarse rules would err some- 
times two or three hours. It was the summer of the follow- 
ing year, 1674, that I came to London, in my way to Cam- 
bridge ; whither Sir Jonas Moore (hearing of my intent) 
invited me, and where he received me very kindly : told 
me how acceptable a true account of the Tides would be to 
his then Miyesty King Charles II. ; offered me the help of 
his servant to make this^ table or any other work of the like 
nature. We resolved together to compose a small ephe- 
mens for his Majesty's use : which was set upon, and ia 
good part finished, before Midsummer ; but not eompleted 
till near Christmas after, by reasion that I fetumed to Derby 
about Michaelmas. 
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\* Flamsteed states that Sir Jonas was acquainted with the 
aitteniion which he had paid to the barometer, as an indica- 
tor of the state of the weather, as well as to the thermometer 
filled with tinged spirit, of both of which he had kept a 
register three times a-day, at Derby, and requested him to 
set up a pair of these glasses for his use. This Flams teed 
did, and gained the fayour of the King and the Duke <^ 
York through the candour of Sir J(mas. 

Having taken his degree of A.M. at Cambridge, he de- 
signed to take orders and settle in a small living near 
Derby, in the gift of a friend ; but his intention having 
reached Sir Jonas Moore, he was prevailed on to return ta 
the house of the latter, February 2, 1674-76, where he met 
with a kind reception. In consequence of a disagreement 
with the son of Sir Jonas, in whose favour the latter had 
resigned his place, Flamsteed persisted in his resolution to 
take Orders. Sir Jonas, on the 4th March, brought him a 
warrant designing him the King's Astronomer, '* with the 
allowance of only £100, per annum, payable by the Office 
of Ordnance." On the Easter following he took Orders, 
at Ely House, at the hands of Bishop Gunning.] 

Betwixt my coming up to London, and Easter, an acci- 
dent happened that hastened, if it did not occasion the 
building of the Observatory. A Frenchman that called 
himself Le Sieur de St. Pierre, having some small skill in 
astronomy, and made an interest with a French lady, then 
in &vour at G)urt, proposed no less than the discovery of 
the Longitude : and had procured a kind of Commission 
from the King, to the Lord Brouncker, Dr. Ward (Bishop 
of Salisbury), Sir Christopher Wren, Sir Charles Scar- 
borough, Sir Jonas Moore, Col. Titus, Dr. Pell, Sir Robert 
Murray, Mr. Hook, and some other ingenious gentlemen 
about the town and Court, to receive his proposals ; with 
power to elect, and to receive into their number, any other 
skilful persons : and, having heard them, to give ^e King 
an account of them, with their opinion whether or no they 
were practicable, and would show what he pretended. Sir 
Jonas Moore carried me with him to one of their meetinge^ 
where I W4i8 chosen in/to their number; and, after, the 
Frenchman's proposals were read : which were 

* The portiotts enclosed by brackets are abridged. — E&rr^ 
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1^. To have the year and day of the observations : 

V. The height of two stars, and on which side of the 
meridian they appeared : 

3^. The height of the moon's two limbs : 

4^. The height of the pole : — ^All to degrees and minates. 

It was easy to perceive, from these demands, that the 
Sieur understood not that the best lunar tables differed from 
the heavens ; and that therefore his demands were not sufr 
ficient for determining the longitude of the place, where 
such observations were, or should be, made, from that to 
which the lunar tables were fitted : which I represented 
immediately to the company. But they, considering the 
interest of his patroness at Court, desired to have him fur- 
nished according to his demands. . I undertook it ; and 
having gained the moon's true place, by observations made 
at Derby, Feb. 23, 1672, and Nov. 12, 1673, gave him 
observations such as he demanded. The half-skilled man 
did not think they could have been given him ; but cun- 
ningly answered they were feigned. I delivered them to 
Dr. Pell, Feb. 19, 1674-6 ; who returning me his answer 
some time after, I wrote a letter in English to the Com- 
missioners, and another in Latin to the Sieur, to assure him 
they were not feigned ; and to show them that, if they had 
been, yet if we had astronomical tables that would give us 
the two places of the fixed stars and the moon's true places, 
both in longitude and latitude, nearer than to half a minute, 
we might hope to find the longitude of places by lunar 
observations, but not by such as he demanded. But, that 
we were so far from having the places of the fixed stars 
true, that the Tychonic catalogues often erred ten minutes 
or more : that they were uncertain to three or four minutes, 
by reason that Tycho assumed a faulty obliquity of the 
ecliptic, and had employed only plain sights in his observa- 
tions : and that the best lunar tables differ one-quarter, if 
not one-third, of a degree from the heavens : and lastly that 
he might have learnt better methods than he proposed, from 
his countryman Morinus, whom he had best consult before 
he made any more demands of this nature. I heard no more 
of the Frenchman after this ; but was told that, my letters 
being shown King Charles, he startled at the assertion of 
the fixed stars' places being false in the catalogue ; said, with 
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some vehemence, ^> He must have them anew observed, 
examined and corrected, for the use of his seamen ;" and 
farther, (when it was urged to him how necessary it was to 
have a good stock of observations taken for correcting the 
motions of the moon and planets), with the same earnest- 
ness *' he must have it done.*' And when he was asked 
Who could, or who should, do it? ** The person (says he) 
that informs you of them." Whereupon I was appointed to 
it, with the incompetent allowance aforementioned: but 
with assurances, at the same time, of such further additions 
as thereafter should be found requisite for carrying on the 
work. 

[For the site of the Observatory, Hyde Park and^Chelsea 
College were proposed, but at the suggestion of Sir Chris- 
topher Wren, Greenwich Hill was chosen. The King 
allowed £600, with bricks from Tilbury Fort, where there 
was a spare stock, and some wood, iron, and lead from a 
gatehouse which had been demolished in the Tower. In 
July, he removed to Greenwich to look after the workmen. 
The foundation of the building was laid 10th August, 1675, 
and the roof was finished by Christmas. 

While living with Sir Jonas Moore, he contrived the 
large sextant of 6 feet 9 inches radius ; and Sir Jonas had 
it constructed of wood at his own expense, by the Tower 
smiths. The frame of the sextant was soon finished with 
the axis and semicircle ; the brass limb being fitted on it 
with the telescopes, and the limb screwed to carry the 
moveable index gently upon the limb, by Mr. Tompion. 
This was the first instrument of such a size. 

Mr. Hook claims to be the inventor of the mode of 
screwing the limbs of instruments ; but according to Flam- 
steed, this contrivance is due to the Emperor Ferdinand. 
Flamsteed now determined how many revolutions and 
parts of the screw would answer to any number of degrees, 
minutes and seconds. He erected a frame parallel to the 
plane of the terrace at the bottom of the Hill. On this 
frame the instrument was placed, and from its centre, 8762 
inches were measured off towards the other end of the walk, 
where a strong fiat rail was placed. '' Having computed 
how many feet answered to a degree, he marked them off 
an thiis rule which was made so long^ as to subtend, an 
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angle of 5 degrees. Then bringing the threads in the fixed 
telescope to the beginning of the divisions, and forming it 
close, he mo^ed the screw, and carrying the moveable 
index along the limb, noted what revolutions and parts 
were marked by it, when the threads covered the divisions 
of the 5 next degrees. 

Daring the bnilding of the Observatory, the instraments 
were kept at the Queen's house, where he observed the 
appulses of the moon to the planets and fixed stars. In 
July and August, he took the elevation of the Observatory 
from two stations in Friar's Road, and found it 182 feet 
above the Thames. He was anxious for a mural arc, but 
the sextant having cost more than was expected, a 10 feet 
quadrant was fitted up by Mr. Hook, at the instance of Sir 
Jonas Moore, but no dependence could ever be placed 
on it. 

When he went to reside at Greenwich, the only instru- 
ments provided for him, were a sextant and two clocks. 
The sextant was of iron, the limb covered with brass half 
an inch thick ; its fiducial edge, by a peculiar contrivance 
received a male screw fixed on the end of the moveable 
index, which by the help of a crown wheel and handle it 
easily turned round, and thereby (»rried the index gently 
along the limb, and held it immoveable in any place. The 
revolutions of the screw were numbered on the face of the 
limb, and were readily turned into degrees and parts of a 
circle, by means of a table made for that purpose, by trial at 
land angles, before it was mounted on its axis^ and semi- 
circles, in September, 1676. 

In December, 1677, he took the sextant down and 
divided the limb into degrees and minutes, in the mode 
adopted by Hevelius azui Tycho. His pendulum clocks 
were made by Mr. Tompion, the pendulums 13 fe^ long 
made one vibration in two seconds, and their wei^ts re- 
quired to be drawn up only once in twelve months* He 
bad a quadrant to rectify these, witib whidii he could 
take the sun or a star's height so exactly, as to be witlun 
10'' of tiie clock. This quadrant he used till Jnne, 1678, 
when Sir Jonas Moore procured him one frmn tbe Royal 
Society, lAmh he employed till October, 1679, '* when lihe 
fll nature of Mr. Hook forced it out of hb hands." This 
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obliged him to eonstnict one of his own» of fiO inohes radius^ 
and capable of greater precision. 

Besides this, he procured at his own expense^ tubes and 
telescope glasses of 16 and 8 feet long, to which he applied 
his micrometer for obserring the moon's transits, bj and 
over fixed stars. A large wall quadrant was at this time 
made bj^Mr. Hook, but so clumsily, that it was of no use. 
This vexed him, but he fortunately found a way of fixing 
his sextant in the meridian, so as to take the greatest 
heights of some stars that passed near the vertex, and 
thereby ascertaining the error of the instrument, and nest 
took the greatest and least heights of the pole-stars. Thus, 
in December, 1676^ he found the simple latitude of the 
Observatory, SI"* 28' 60", but correct by refraction, 61° 
28' 10"! 

In 1678, although ill, he made many observations to cor* 
rect the earth's motion, (without the true knowledge either 
of the obliquity of the ecliptic, or the exact places of the 
fixed stars) by determining '^ the Sun's distances from Ve* 
nus, hers from fixed stars and their meridional distances 
from the vertex." The tables he had made from Tycho and 
C^sini's observations, gave the greatest equation of her 
orbit 8' less than Kepler's. To settle the question, in 1679, 
he took the longitude of the bright star of J.rief, from 
Tycho's catalogue, and reduced it to that year, by allowing 
60" for the annual precession ; the latitude was corrected 
by the meridional height taken with the sextant. The 
places of other stars required were corrected from these 
data. The tables were finished in the Spring. On the 27th 
August, 1679, Sir Jonas Moore died at Godalming, in Surrey^ 
with wbom fell all Flamsteed's hopes for having any allow- 
ance granted for increasing the number of his instruments* 
Sir Jonas left a book in the 'press for the use of Christ 
Church. Hospital, whidi was finished by Perkins and Flam*^ 
steed ; the former of whom wrote in it the Namga^on^ and 
the latter the Doctrine of the Sphere. This labour being over^ 
in 1681 he prosecuted his observations for rectifying the 
plaees of the fixed stars and :planets motions, but he fi>und 
that he could not determine Uictrue longitude ofthe.eqai^ 
noctial points,, from the fixed stars, without a fixed .instm*^ 
ment for determining tbeir distances from the pole of the 
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world. He, therefore, (desparing of any assistance from 
the King) resolved to make a large mural arc, at his own 
expense, notwithstanding the '^ narrowness of his salary.'* 
The instrument was completed in the course of the year ; 
yet, from the coarseness of the workmanship, it layby him 
for the next year ; but, on the folfowing, he brought it very 
near the pole ; fixed it there, and divided the limb beyond 
the pole. This was an arc of 140°, so contrived that all the 
stars which are visible in our horizon might be observed on 
it with the same index. The fault of the instrument was, 
t^at in many parts of the limb the index did not apply 
closely to it, in consequence of its warping; but he con- 
ceives that this would not prejudice his observations to any 
extent. Desirous of continuing his researches, he observes, 
" May the Author of the Universe, the allwise disposer of 
the Heavenly bodies, assist me in the undertaking. May 
He grant me health and leisure to accomplish it, and render 
my ideas of his works agreeable to the Prototype, that man- 
kind may have the use, and He the glory of my labours." 

In 1683 he contrived and built a mural arc of so many 
degrees that it might take in all the stars that passed be- 
tween the pole and the south intersection of the meridian 
and horizon, and likewise the pole star itself under the pole, 
(that is of about 130° in the limb) and fixed it on a wall. 
With this instrument he took the distances of the sun and 
planets from the vertex, till the autumn of 1686. 

After the death of Sir Jonas Moore, in 1679, and the 
King, in 1684, he lost all hope of any allowance for instru- 
ments, and was made uneasy by persons desiring to have 
his observations published. 

In 1687 he completed his Catalogue of 130 fixed stars. 
Then his father died, and left him some property. The 
first use he made of this increase to his estate was to build 
a strong mural arc, as he had long before designed. 

He communicated his intention to Lord Dartmouth, 
Master of the Ordnance, who kindly assured him that 
what he had laid out would be re-paid by the Office. His 
servant, Stafford, who had the care of the work, died in 
1688, and was succeeded by A. Sharp, an excellent geome- 
trician, ready calculator, and a most expert and curious 
mechanic. In autumn. Sharp set to work on the arc, 
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. screwed the edge of the limb ; prepared the index ; fas- 
tened the arc on the wall ; planed it anew, which cost three 
months labour, and then it was rectified, divided and en-* 
graved by his hand. It was finished in October, 1689, after 
fourteen months work, and a personal expense to Flam- 
steed of £100. He found his observations greatly facili- 
tated by the possession of this arc, as it required only one 
assistant; whereas, with the sextant, two were scarcely 
sufficient. With the sextant, in the open air, he could not 
see some small stars of the 6th light ; while, with the arc, 
through a slit IJ foot wide, he could see stars of the 7th 
light plainly with the naked eye. His synopses of the places 
of the moon were communicated to Newton. 

In January 1694, having collected all his observations of 
the pole star into one synopsis, he was surprised to find 
that its distances from the pole were always bigger in 
March, April, July, August, and September, than in De- 
cember. He attributed it to the parallax of the earth's 
orb being sensible in the pole star. While investigating 
the inequalities of the earth's orbit, and the place of the 
aphelion, he determined the right ascensions of about forty, 
fixed stars. 

In 1676 Sir Jonas Moore gave him the sextant, some 
books and glasses, with charge to dispose of them by his 
will. All the other instruments and tables were provided 
at his own expense. 

In December 12th, 1680, he first observed the great 
comet, and noticed it till February 6, 1680-1. In 1681 he 
imparted his observations on the comet to Sir Isaac Newton, 
as a friend ; and in 1685, or 86, gave him the diameters of 
the planets in all portions of the earth, and then in their 
orbits, and got them back again with much difficulty, after 
two years detention. Newton disputed against the comets of 
November and December being the same, in two long letters 
in February and March 1681 ; but in 1685 owned they 
might be as Flamsteed asserted, and " slightly men- 
tioned me as disputing for their being the same in the 4th 
book of his Principia : Whereas, I affirmed it and himself 
disptUed against it." 1688, the Principia published. Little 
notice taken of the Queen's Observatory. 1687. He built 
a strong mural arc for £120, by which the places of 3000 
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fftafs were calealated; and, besides, 1000 plaees of the 
aooo, and 1000 places of the idanets. '' 1689. B^an obser- 
▼ations of the stars' distances from our vertex with it, — got 
the clock removed.**] 

1094, Saturday September 1st. * Mr Newton came to visit 
me. Esteeming him an obliged friend, I showed him aboat 
160 places of the moon, derived from my observations and 
tables by myself, and servants hired at my own expense ; 
with the differences or errors, in three synopses written on 
large sheets of pi^ier, in order to correct the theory of her 
motions. On his earnest request I lent them to him, and 
allowed him to take copies of them (as I did not doabt but 
that by their help he would be able to correct the lunar 
theory), upon these two conditions however : 1^. That he 
should not impart or communicate them to anybody with- 
out my consent : for the places of the moon deduced from 
the observations (I told him) were got with the help of a 
small catalogue of fixed stars made from observations taken 
with the sextant only, and rectified to the beginning of the 
year 1086 ; whereby I found their places were not so correct 
as they ought to be ; and that when the stars wese rectified 
by the new instrument, I would calculate the moon's places 
anew, and then should be ready to impart them both to him 
and to the public. 2^. That he should not in the first 
instance impart the result of what he derived from them 
to anybody but myself: for, since I saved him all the labor 
of calculating the moon's place both from the observations 
and tables, it was not just that he should- give the result of 
my pains (the correction of the theory I had famished with 
numbers) to any other but myself. All this he approved; 
and by a letter of his dated confieased. Nevertheless 

he imparted what he derived from them, both to Dr. 
Gregory and Mr. Halley, contra datamjldem. The first ef 
these conditions I was not much o<meeraed whether be 
kept or not : but he has, I believe, kept it. The latter 
(which was the most material) he has forgot or broke; 
through the insinuation, I fear, of soeie persons that vfem 
tittle his friends, till they saw what friends he had in the 
Government ; and I presume will be less so, when th^ see 
them laid aside. 

I had thus hoped to have gamed leisure to begitt my 
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Catalogue of the fixed »tu«; for which I waiiio# fufnishtid 
with a stoek of observatione, sufficient for 4 beginaiitg. In 
order to which the following year I made new tables for 
finding the sun's true place. But I found myself soon 
deceired : for instead of saving me labour, this brought 
more upon me. Mr. Newtcm freqtLently called upon me 
for Mw ohserratioiis of the moon : whilst some of his erea* 
tores in town cried up his success in correcting the luna^ 
theory ; but said not one word of his obligations or debt to 
the Royal Observatory. And one of them publicly gave 
out that all my paiss would be well employed to 60 serve 
him* When I d^nanded therefore the performance of his 
promise, I was put off with excuses and delays, and some* 
times even with injuries. Nevertheless, I continued to 
supply his demands, as my other employment of observing 
(that I might enlarge my stock for carrying on my Gata* 
iogue) would permit: for, at the same time, I had the resti« 
tution of the sun's motioi^s, besides my night-work, on my 
hands. 

This request of Mr. Newton for more observations, caused 
an intercourse of letters between us, wherein I imparted to 
him about 100 more of the moon's places ; which was more 
than he could reasonably expect from one in my cireum^- 
stances of constant business and ill health. The yeat 
following (1695) I was ill all the year with a periodical 
l^ead-aehe : whidi was carried off in September by a violent 
fit of my dreadful distemper, the stone. In the mean time^ 
frequent letters passed between me and Mr. Newton, who 
iseased not to importune me (though he was informed of my 
illness) for more observations ; and with that earnestness 
that looked as if he had a right to demand them ; and had 
about 60 more imparted to him. But I did not think my« 
self obliged to employ my pains to serve a person that was 
so inconsiderate as to presume he had a right to that whidi 
was only a courtesy. And I therefore went on with my 
business of the fixed stars ; leaving Mr. Newton to examine 
the lunar observations over aga&n : which had he done, be 
had found that he needed not be so importunate for new,— * 
the old would have been sufficient for the purpose and de- 
sign for which I had imparted them to him. I was there- 
Son forced to leave off my correspondence with him at that 
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time ; having found that his correction of my numbers still 
gave the moon's places 8 or 9 minutes erroneous : though 
Dr. Gregory and Dr. Halley had boasted they would agree 
within 2 or 3 minutes. 

1695, or 1696. Sir Isaac Newton, being made an officer 
of the Mint, came to London. I sometimes visited there, 
or at his own house in Jermyn Street. We continued civil : 
but he was not so friendly as formerly, because I could not 
[confirm] Mr. Halley's and Dr. Gregory's assertions con- 
cerning his corrections of the Horroxian lilnar theory. 

[1696. Flamsteed corresponded with Mr. Bossley, apo- 
thecary at Bakewell, and Mr. Luke Leigh, a poor kinsman 
of Mr. Halley's. He hired Mr, Leigh to calculate ih.% placet 
of the fixed stars, from their right ascensions and distances 
from the north pole, determined by himself. He hired 
other persons for the same purpose, and obtained a third 
likewise. He employed Mr. Weston to draw charts of his 
constellations. In 1696 he obtained from Mr. Leigh th6 
places of the stars in Gemini Cancer and Leo; and till 1701 
and 1708, the places of many others : his servants, Hodgson, 
Wooferman, and I. Grosthwait assisting in the calculations, 
as well as Mr. Ryley, in addition to those mentioned. In 
iiie mean time, as often as he met Sir Isaac Newton, the 
latter was very inquisitive how the Catalogue went on : — » 
" I answered as it stood ; and when he came here commonly 
shewed him how it stood in the books, not suspecting any 
design, but hoping he might serve me as kindly as I had 
assisted him freely with my pains when he desired me." 

In 1698 the Czar of Muscovy visited the Observatory four 
times. By 1703 he had finished all but the constellation of 
Hercules ; the Great Bear, and such as lay within 30° of 
the north pole,] 

1704, Tuesday, April 11th. Mr. Newton came to the 
Observatory ; dined with me ; saw the volume of observa- 
tions ; so much of the catalogue as was then finished ; with 
the charts of the constellations, both T. W.'s and those 
copied by Vansommec ; desired to have the recommending 
of them to the Prince. I knew his temper; that he would 
be my friend no further than to serve his own ends : and 
that he was spiteful, and swayed by those that were worse 
than himself. This made me refuse him. However, when 
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he went away he promiged he would recommed them ; though 
he never intended me any good by it, but to get me under 
him, that I might be obliged to cry him up as E. H[aUey] 
has done hitherto. 

1704, November 8th. Wrote the estimate, which was 
read without my knowledge at the Royal Society. The 
members thought it ought to be recommended to the Prince : 
the President joined with them : a committee was appointed 
to attend his Royal Highness : done without acquainting 
me with it : an estimate of the charge drawn up without my 
knowledge : the Prince allows £1200 : Mr. Newton says 
£1100. He concludes me now in his power; does all he 
can to hinder the work, or spoil it, by encouraging the 
printer to commit faults. We must print the observations ; 
though I had showed in my printed estimate that, for very 
good reasons, the charts of the constellations ought first to 
be set upon. 

Mr. Newton told me he hoped I would give a note, under 
my hand, of security for the Prince's money. This I know 
was to oblige me to be his slave. I answered that'll had 
(God be thanked) some estate of my own, which I hoped 
to leave, for my wife's support, to her during her life, to 
my own relations afterwards : that therefore I would not 
cumber my own estate with impress or security: but if 
they would please to take his Royal Highness's money into 
their hands, I would sign the workmen's bills to them, 
whereby they would see if they were reasonable at the same 
time. I was told, I should have aU the printed copies^ save 
what his Royal Highness should have to present to the 
Universities. And Mr. Newton granted that, since I re- 
fused to handle any of his Royal Highness's money, there 
was no need of security or articles : nevertheless « . 

[Here this MS ends abruptly.] 

Whilst Mr. Flamsteed was busied in the laborious work 
of the Catalogue of the fixed stars, and forced often to 
watch and labour by night, to fetch the materials for it from 
the heavens, that were to be employed by day, he often, on 
Sir Isaac Newton's instances, furnished him with observa- 
tions of the' moon's places, in order to carry on his correc-. 
tion of the lunar theory. A civil correspondence was 
carried on between them : only Mr. Flamsteed could not 
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kat take noiiee, that aa Bit Isaaa was miruaeed ia fdaee, io 
he vaiaed himself in his conrersalion, and beeame more 
magisterial. At last, finding that Mr. Flamsteed had ad- 
vanced far in his designed Catalogue, by the help of h» 
eonntrj calculators, that he had made new lunar tables, and 
tras daily advancing on the other planets, Sir Isaac Newton 
came to see him (Tuesday, April 11, 1704); and desiring, 
after dinner, to be shown in what forwardness his work was, 
had so much of the catalogpie of the fixed stars laid open be« 
fore him as was then finished ; together with the maps of the 
eonstellations ; both those drawn by T. Weston and P. Van 
Sommer, as also his collation of the observed places of 
Saturn and Jupiter with the Rudolphine numbers. Having 
viewed them well, he told Mr. Flamsteed he woald (t. e. he 
was desirous to) recommend them to the Prince privatehf. ' 
Mr. Flamsteed (who had long been sensible of his partiality, 
and heard how his two flatterers cried Sir Isaac's perform- 
ances up, was sensible of the snare in the word prwaiely) 
answered that would not do : and (upon Sir Isaac's demand- 
ing ^* why not V) that then the Prince's attendants would 
tell him these were but cariosities of no great ase, and 
persuade him to save that expense, that th^« might be the 
more for them to beg of him : and that the reeommendation 
must be made publicly to prevent any such si^estions. 
9iT Isaac aj^rehended right, that he was understood, and 
his design defeated : and so took his leave not well satisfied 
with the refusal. 

It was November following ere Mr. Flamsteed heard 
from him any more : when, considering with himself that 
what he had done was not well understood, he set himself 
to examine how many folio pages his work when printed 
would fill ; and fonnd upon an easy computation that they 
would at least take up 1400. Being amazed at this, he set 
himself to consider them more seriously; drew np an es- 
timate of them : and to obviate the misrepresentations cS 
Dr. S [loane] and wem others, who had given out thai 
what he had was inconstderaUe, he delivered a copy of the 
estimate to Mr. Ho<^p9on, then lately chosen a Member of 
the Royal Society, with directions to deliver it to> a friend, 
who he knew would do him justice; and, on this fiurac- 
i$e«nt, obviate those unjust reports which had been 9tadi-» 
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ottsly spread to l^is prejudke. It happened soon after, Mr. 
Hodgson being at a meeting spied this person there, at 
the other side of the room ; and therefore gaye the paper 
to one, that stood in some company betwixt them, to be 
handed to him. But the gentleman, mistaking his request, 
handed it to the Secretary [Dr. Sloane]who, being a Physi^ 
eian, and not acquainted with astronomical terms, did not 
read it readily. Whereupon another in the company took 
it out oi his hands ; and, having read it distinctly, desired 
that the works therein mentioned might be reconnnended 
to the Prince : the charge of printing them being too great 
either for the author or the Royal Society. Sir IsiuM^ closed 
in with this. 

[Here ends the document from which the above portion 
of the history is taken.] 

I had been acquainted with Mr. Newton ever sinee the 
year 1674 ; had given him the diameters of the planets 
observed l^ me at Derby in the years 1671, 72, and 73 ; as 
also the greatest elongatkms of Jupiter's satellites ( of both 
which he made use in his Principia) ; and, since I came to 
London, the line of the great comet of the years 1680 and 
81 ; affirming that the comet which was seen in November 
before was the same with that I observed in the following 
December: which he would not then grant, but contended 
earnestly that they were two different ones, as appears by a 
couple of very long letters of his to me, dated Feb. 28, 
1680-1, and April 16, 1681. In which opinion he persisted 
till September 1685; when, in a leUer dated the 19th of 
that month, he writes, *' I have not yet computed the orbit 
<^ a comet, but am now going about it, and taking that of 
1680 into fresh eonsideration. It seems very probable that 
those of November and December were the same comet.'* 
This is what he before ccmtended against with some viru- 
lency, but he had no mind to remember it, and at that time 
I took no great notice of it, till I found when his Principia 
wefe published in 1687, and therein a<lraught of the comet's 
orbit, he was pleased to acknowledge that I had disputml 
that the comets seen in November and December were one 
and the same ; and that I had given him the line of its wwjr 
not much different from his parabolical one there described. 
Whereas himself had disputed against their being one, and 
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consequently against that one describing any parabolic line 
as he now asserted, and will appear by his own foremen- 
tioned letters to me. From this time till the year 1695, we 
corresponded civilly ; especially about the years 1694 and 
1696, when, on his repeated requests, I imparted to him 
about 150 places of the moon deduced from observations 
made with the mural arch, and compared with my own 
tables, fitted to Mr. Horrocks's theory; but covenanted at 
the same time that he should not impart them to anybody 
without my consent. For, I told him (and he knew it very 
well) that I had made use of an old catalogue of the fixed 
stars, made to the beginning of the year 1686, from obser- 
vations taken with the sextant : that I was busy now with a 
better and more convenient instrument ; and that, as soon 
as I had got the new catalogue, I intended, perfected, all 
those places of the moon should be calculated over again, 
and imparted to him : but the hopes he had of making that 
theory his own, and the glory of restoring the moon*s mo- 
tions, would not suffer him to stay so long for. 

It was not a fiiU year after but I was told that he had 
perfected the lunar theory: and Dr. Gregory gave out 
that there was no need for further observations ; for his 
number would answer all my observations within two 
or three minutes, or less. I had covenanted with him 
to have his emendations first imparted to me, because 
I imparted to him the observations from which they 
were derived. But, his promise was overlooked or for* 
got: at last it came to my hands. I found the solar 
numbers were the same I had freely given him : and the 
lunar but little altered ; save that he had added a parcel of 
very small equations which,* whether the heavens would 
bear or not, was only to be found by comparing his numbers 
with good observations. I therefore made new lunar tables 
exactly agreeable to his sentiment : but when I compared 
the moon's places, calculated from them, with her places 
deduced from the observations, I found that those numbers 
which were said to agree with the observations within two 
or three minutes, would very seldom come so near, but 
often differed 7, 9, or 10 minutes; which'I did not admire 
then at all, being very sensible that the persons who so 
loudly on all occasions cried up his performances in amend- 
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ing the Ictnar theory and tables, did it to oblige his friend- 
ship, who had then a great interest in a great courtier : 
and considering also that [they] were persons of yery ordi- 
nary skill in that part of mathematics which was concerned 
with the heavens and the lunar theory. 
fTo be continued. J 



Article II. 

Researches into the Nature of the Decolourizing Combinations 

of Chlorine. By A. J. Balard. 

C Concluded from p. 361.^ 

Composition of Chlorous Acid. 
The experiments which have been detailed prove that 
chlorous acid consists of chlorine and oxygen, but they do 
not determine the proportions in which these elements are 
united. Further researches were necessary for this purpose. 
Several methods of analyzing chlorous acid diluted with 
water present themselves. It may, for example, be decom- 
posed by a combustible, which will liberate the chlorine ; 
when the proportion of this gas and the oxygen combined 
with it may be determined ; or the acid may be treated by 
metallic silver, and the products of oxygen and chloride of 
silver collected. But, by each of these methods, only one 
of the elements of the acid is procured in a gaseous state. 
It is necessary to determine the volume of the other by 
weighing and calculation which renders the analytical pro- 
cess very tedious. It was necessary, therefore, to endeavour 
to fall upon a method by which the elements would be 
obtained in the form of a gaseous mixture. The action 
which chlorous acid exercises upon oxalic acid appeared to 
present an easy process. We know that oxalic acid, when 
decomposed, is resolved into carbonic acid and carbonic 
oxide, and that this last compound requires the half of its 
volume of oxygen to change it into a volume of carbonic 
acid equal to its own. Hence, it results that when oxalic 
acid is converted into carbonic acid gas, the fourth of the 
gas obtained represents that of the additional oxygen which 
was required to produce this change. 
The analysis of chlorous acid is thus resolved into the 
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separation of chlorine and carbonic acid, which is eaaily 
accomplished bj means of merenry. Varioiis trials were 
made in this way, which, although all indicating that the 
▼olnme of the cUorine was almost double that of the oxygen, 
differed, however, too much from this result, which was so 
various as to diminish my confidence in it. 

Convinced, however, that it was not owing to errors in 
experiments that these different results were obtained ; the 
liquid being tested with nitrate of silver, after a decomposi- 
tion of this kind, it was proved that some of the chlorine 
was retained in the liquid. It was clear that the quantity 
retained increased in proportion as the acid was more 
diluted. It is not certain in what state the chlorine exists 
in the liquid ; perhaps it may be in the form of chloroxalic 
acid, which Dumas formed by exposing acetic acid imd 
chlorine to the action of the solar rays. Perhaps, also, it 
may be in the state of muriatic acid, which might be formed 
by the deciMuposition of the acid, carbonic acid being dis- 
engaged. Inaccurate as this method is, it appears to prove 
that chlorous acid is composed of two volumes chlorine 
and one of oxygen. But its action with muriatic acid dissir 
pates any doubt on this head. Chlorous and muriatic acids 
produce, by double decomposition, as has bemi already 
stated, water and chlorine. Now, if upon a given quanti^ 
of muriatic acid, an excess of chlorous acid is allowed to act) 
the proportion between the volumes of the add gas decoifr- 
posed, and of the chlorine obtained, may enable us to deduce 
the composition of the chlorous acid from that of the muri- 
atic itself. 

This decomposition was attempted, either by passing 
muriatic acid gas over mercury, in a graduated tube, con« 
taining at its upper part, a small portion of very concen- 
trated chlorous acid,** or l^ introducing chlorous acid into 
a tube already containing some muriatic acid gas. But the 
decompositiooi in both cases was very imperfect. The fol*- 
lowing method, however, succeeded well :-*- 

Having filled, over a mercurial trough, a fiask ground 
with emery, with dry muriatic acid gas,asmall glass gli^ 

* For the complete decomposition of these two acids, it is necessary that the 
eUorous add be yery ooncentraled, because they nmy c«-ezi8t withoat decern- 
posing eMh other whn they afe in a c«rtain state of dilation. 
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filled with chlorous acid, and hermetieally sealed, was in-^ 
trodaced into it< The flask was closed, and then i^;itated 
so as to break the globe. When the chlorous and muriatic 
acid came in contact, the decomposition took place with dis* 
engagement of heat, and the interior of the flask assumed 
a yellow colour. When the latter was preserved at the 
temperature of the atmosphere, it was opened over mercury, 
without a single drop of the liquid entering, or a bubble of 
the gas escaping. The gas which filled it was completely 
absorbed by the mercury. Muriatic acid, in its decomposi* 
tion by chlorous acid, is transformed into a volume of chlo- 
rinis exactly equal to itself. Now, in this volume of muri- 
atic acid, there was half a volume of hydrogen ; the chlo- 
reus acid which had changed this hydrogen, into water, 
had, therefore, yielded a fourth of its volume of oxygen; 
On the other hand, the decomposed muriatic acid could 
only give half a volume of chlorine, and as a whole volume 
had been produced, the other half volume must have been 
furnished by the chlorous acid. The latter was, therefore, 
obviously, composed of two volumes of chlorine and cme 
volume of oxygen. 

It was possible, however, that this method of analysis, 
which appears as simple as it is elegant, might have been 
vitiated by a single circumstance, viz. that the heat deve- 
loped might have disengaged, in the gaseous form, a portion 
of chlorous acid, which would be completely absorbed by 
themerefury. The gas disengaged would not, therefore, 
be equal to thai of the muriatie acid employed. 

It had been noticed that concentrated sulphuric acid, in 
acting upon liquid chlorous acid, disengaged, besides pure 
chlorous acid, gaseous products. It was e<msidered proper 
to determine in what proportion chlorine and oxygen were 
disengaged^ For this purpose, 60 parts, by volume, of this 
gas, were salmiitted to the action of heat,in order to produce 
detonation; 72 parts were the result, which, on being 
treated by an alkaline solution, were reduced to 25 parts 
oxygen gas. 

If allowance is made for the mode of expmment in which 
a small portion of the chlorine is necessarily absorbed by 
the mercury, the toss sustained is easily accounted for : 
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and we may conclude, from this ad^well as the preceding 
experiments, that chlorous acid is composed of two volumes 
of chlorine and one of oxygen. In another experiment, by 
detonation, from 46 parts of the gas, 69 parts of a gaseous 
mixture were obtained, which were reduced to 23 parts on 
being agitated with an alkaline solution. This result not 
only justifies the correctness of the other experiments, but it 
enables us to appreciate the condensation which the chlo- 
rine and oxygen undergo when they unite, to form chlorous 
acid. 

We see that this condensation is one-third of the whole 
volume, and equal to that of the oxygen which enters into 
its composition* 

The analysis of chlorous acid proves its composition to be 
the same as the gas obtained by the chlorate of potash and 
muriatic acid, which chemists have long considered as the 
protoxide of chlorine. If it should be demonstrated that 
this product is really distinct, as it diffcprs much from chlo- 
rous acid, which has been described, these two bodies will 
afford a new example of isomerism. But the researches of 
Soubeiran have rendered it probable that the protoxide is a 
ndixture of chlorine and deutoxide of chlorine. The com- 
position of chlorous acid, as before deduced, differs much 
from that assigned to it by chemists. Liebig, in determin- 
ing the action of the decolourizing compounds of chlorine 
upon the sulphurets of barium, lead, &c., has found them 
immediately, changed into sulphurets, without disengage- 
ment of chlorine or precipitation of sulphur. 

Now, in order to change one atom of these sulphurets 
into a sulphate, four atoms of oxygen are necessary, three 
to form the acid and one to form the base. Liebig supposed 
that this effect was produced by one atom of chlorite ; and, 
as the base of this chlorite could have only yielded one 
atom, he concluded that -the three were furnished by the 
chlorous acid. On the other hand, the atom of the metallic 
base exists in the liquid in the state of muriate ; two atoms 
of chlorine are therefore required to form this compound. 

Chlorous acid would appear, therefore, to consist of two 
atoms chlorine and three of oxygen. But we have only to 
suppose that two atoms of this acid were required to convert 
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one atom of the sulphuret into a sulphate, and the observa^ 
tions detailed here, and those of Liebig will be found to 
agree. Of the four atoms of oxygen required, two will be 
furnished by the two atoms of acid, and the other two by 
the two atoms of the base ; and the four atoms of chlorine 
combining with two atoms of the metal, two atoms of chlo- 
ride will be formed. 

M. Soubeiran has arrived at the same results as Liebig, 
by the following considerations : — 

If chlorous acid possesses the composition which chemists 
suppose it has, it is necessary that, in its production, three 
atoms of metallic oxide be decomposed in order to furnish 
the three atoms of oxygen which enter into its composition. 
Hence, three atoms of metallic chloride are formed, and 
the decolourizing compounds of chlorine ought to consist of 
three atoms of chloride and one atom chlorite. 

To verify this supposition, Soubeiran cqnverted a solution 
containing four atoms of soda into a decolourizing chloride. 
This solution was evaporated in a vacuum, and the residue 
treated with a saturated solution of common salt, so as to 
dissolve the chlorite and leave the chloride. He found the 
chloride of sodium equivalent to 2* 1 atoms of soda ; and, 
with rather too great an allowance, he concluded that this 
2*1 atoms were equivalent to three; and, therefore, that 
chlorous acid is probably composed of two atoms chlorine 
+ three oxygen. 

If we consider that, in a similar mode of operating, the 
quantity of metallic chloride obtained was rather greater 
than inferred, to that which was first formed by the redaction 
of the chloride upon the soda, we can scarcely doubt that 
the 2*1 atoms ought rather to be considered two atoms, 
which would establish an exact agreement between the 
results detailed in this paper and thode of Soubeiran. 

M. Morin, in his Memoir upon the Decolourizing Chlo- 
rides, has proved that in their decomposition, whether spon- 
taneous or excited by heat, these compounds are converted 
into seventeen atoms of chloride for one of chlorate, and 
that there is disengaged at the same time twelve atoms of 
oxygen. 

Now, supposing that chlorous acid is formed of two atoms 
chlorine -f three oxygen, we have, 
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Atoms Employed. 



\ 



9 atoms oxide =c \ 



acid 






91 

9 „ oi^gen 
chlorine 
oxygn 



Atoms Produced. 



C 94 atoma oxygen 
2 atoms oxide =? 2 „ metal 
clilontes< C S » ozyg«D 



cHoride=|^4 „ chlorine 

If we join to these 7 atoms of chloride the 27 which were 
mixed with the 9 atoms of chlorite in the decolourising com- 
pound, we should then have 34 chloride for 2 chlorate, or 
17tol. 

But the supposition that chlorous acid is formed of 2 
atoms chlorine + 2 oxygen, agrees also with these results. 
The atomic composition may, therefore, be expressed as 
follows : — 

AtoMt Employed. 



{ 



9 «™.«ld= {''"-""•*" 






AUm$ Produced. 

« „ (unrgw 



metd 
oxygen 



eUoriae 



8 atoms chloride = < _ 

The 8 atoms of chloride formed, and the 9 with which 
they were mixed, (admitting that the chlorous add poft* 
sesses the composition pointed out) make ap tke 17 of 
chloride for 1 of chlorate observed by M. Morin. 

Previous experiments proved that, in the deeolourtzing 
liquids which chlorine forms with the alkaline oxides, the 
proportion of the elements is 1 atom oxygen -h 2 chlcmne ; 
and in the hypothesis whSdi considered the chlorine com* 
bined with an oxide, the composition was expressed by 

It is evident that the same relatkm ought always to sob* 
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sist, and the number of atoms to be expressed by an entire 
number. By multiplying the first formula by the entire 
numbers, and arranging the atoms obtained so as to form 
metallic chlorides and salts, with an oxide of chlorine, we 
have the fallowing results : — 

R 4. O H- 2 CI X 2 = R Cl« + Cl« R 
R -I- O + 2 CI X 3 «= 2 R Cl« + Cl« R 
R + O -f 2 CI X 4 = 3 R Cl« H- Ci« & 
R -I- O + 2 CI X 6 = 4 R CI* -h Cl« R 
Of these different formulae the third has been pre- 
ferred by chemists, and chlorous acid has been con* 
aidered similar in its composition to nitrous and sulphurous 
acid. But why not admit the second, which is the most 
aimple, and consider chlorous acid similar to hypo-sulphur- 
ous acid. Considered abstractly from all experiment, this 
supposition is the most natural one, for the circumstances 
in which chlorous acid is formed do not resemble those 
under which phosphorous, nitrous acids, &;c., are produced, 
while they are identical with those which accompany the 
formation of hjpo*sulphurous acid. We know, indeed, that 
it is in treating the alkaline oxides by sulphur, with the 
aeoesB of water, that we obtain mixtures of one atom hypo- 
sulphite, and one atom of hypo-sulphuret. If in this re- 
action we substitute chlorine for the sulphur, we have one 
atom chlorite and one atom of chloride. The only difference 
between the two cases is that the number which expresses 
the chemical equivalent of chlorine is double that which 
expresses its atom, while, in sulphur, these two numbers 
are equal. The formula of ^Icurous acid is CI*, while that 
of hypo-sulphurous acid is S. 

It is only since Soubeiran shewed the probability that the 
protoxide of chlorine of Davy is only a mixture of protoxide 
and deutoxide, that we could infer a priori the true composi- 
tion of chlorous acid. 

What name ought to be given to this compound 1 It is 
evident that the term chlorous acid cannot be preserved. 
It is better, tberefoa^,. to call it iypo^hharous acid, which will 
shew its analogy with hypo-sulphurotts, hypo-phoqphoroua 
acids, &c., composed of one atom of each element. The 
name chlorous acid will thus be reserved for a. compound 
yel unknown, of 2 volumes chlorine 4- 3 oxygen ; and that 
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of hypodiloric acid, as Thenard has suggested, to the com- 
pound tenned at present deutozide of chlorine. 

Hypo-chlarites. — It is probable that the hypo-chlorites con- 
tain chlorides mixed with them. But, as it might have 
happened that the hypo-chlorous acid was formed by decom- 
position, and was not present in the bodies from which it 
was extracted, it was necessary to study its combinations 
with the bases, and to show that they are similar to those 
which exist in the decolourizing compounds. 

The hypo-chlorites may be obtained pure, by direct means, 
or by double decomposition. 

Its direct combination with the bases is accompanied with 
intense heat, which, when excessive, converts the hypk)- 
chlorite into chlorate and chloride. The presence of an 
excess of base, however, prevents this change^ while it is 
very readily produced when the chlorous acid is in excess. 
It is proper, therefore, to pour upon the alkaline substance 
acid insufficient for saturation, and to agitate the mixture 
in a flask immersed in cold water. 

With these precautions hypo-chlorite of potash may be 
formed ; if they are neglected, chlorate precipitates, and 
oxygen is disengaged, mixed with chlorine if the heat is 
intense. The latter appearance is easily explained, because 
M. Morin has proved that the decolourizing compounds of 
chlorine lose oxygen when they are changed into chlorates ; 
and, it has been already stated, that the metallic chlorides, 
when in contact with chlorous acid, undei^o a decomposi- 
tion in which chlorine is given out. Now, the formation 
of chlorate is always accompanied with a corresponding 
production of chloride. 

When the hypo-chlorites of barytes and lime have been 
prepared, other salts may be formed by double decom- 
position. 

Potash, soda, lithia, strontia, barytes, lime, and mag- 
nesia, unite with it. 

M. Grouvellehad previously observed that the protoxide 
of iron, oxygen of copper, and zinc, absorb this gas, and 
form decolourizing. compounds which are transformed by 
heat into chlorine and oxides. 

■ Hypo-chlorous acid does not dissolve the slightest quantity 
of peroxide of iron, when made to act on it, as in the decom- 
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positioB of hypo-chlorite of lime, by persulphate of iroin, 
sulphate of lime and peroxide precipitated. Chlorine id 
slowly absorbed, as Grouyelle states, by hydrate of iron, 
and the liquor, after ebullition for a quarter of an hour, pos- 
sesses strong decolourizing properties. During the ebulli- 
tion, chlorine and chlorous acid are disengaged. The liquid, 
before boiling, contained a salt of peroxide of iron, but 
dtjring the distillation almost the whole of this peroxide was 
deposited in a state of purity. Hence, it appears that in 
the action of peroxide of iron upon chlorine, peroxide of iron 
and chlorous acid are formed, compounds which may co- 
exist on account of the state of dilution in which they may 
both be. The intervention of heat destroys what was formed 
in the cold, and induces an inverse re-action, from which 
peroxide of iron and chlorine result, and some chlorous acid 
escapes. 

Solutions of sulphates of zinc and copper are decomposed 
by hypo-sulphate of lime, while sulphate of lime, and 
metaUic oxide precipitate. 

If the chlorate of lime is in excess, no metal remains in 
solution, and hypo-chlorous acid is obtained by distillation. 

When the hydrates of zinc and copper are treated by 
hypoHchlorous acid, a certain quantity is dissolved, and t)}e 
liquid possesses decolourizing properties. Now, since free 
chlorous acid dissolves these oxides, and these compounds 
are precipitated in solutions of alkaline chlorites which 
contain an excess of chlorous acid, it is natural to think 
that in this case the chlorous acid does not exist free. It 
is then probable that some alkaline oxides, as of lime, for 
example, are capable of forming bihypo-chlorites, which, de- 
compose by evaporation in a vacuum, into neutral hypo- 
chlorites, and hypo-chlorous acid. The hypo-chlorites of 
zinc and copper are easily decomposed ; when distilled, 
hypo-chlorous acid and a little oxygen pass over, and they 
are changed into chlorides of oxides. The chloride of the 
oxide of copper is a beautiful green ; that of zinc, white. 
The latter decomposes into chloride and chlorate, with dis- 
engagement of oxygen, mixed with a little chlorine. These 
chlorites, mixed with chlorides, may be obtained by agi- 
tating with chlorine one or other of these hydrates diluted 
•with water. The gas is rapidly absorbed, especially by the 

VOL. II. 2 F 
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zinc. The distilled liquid deposits this chloride of the o^side, 
and contains a metallic chloride in solution. When per- 
oxide of mercury cannot be had^ these oxides will serve for 
preparing the acid. The hypo-chloritesof the strong bases 
present the following properties : Their odour and colour 
are identically the same as those of the corresponding de- 
colourizing compounds of chlorine, from which it is impos* 
siUe to distinguish them by their physical qualities, Slig)it 
elevation of temperature, and the influence of solar light,, 
transform them into chlorates and chlorides. The propor- 
tions of these salts formed were not ascertained. Sometimes 
only oxygen is disengaged during the decomposition, and, 
therefore, it cannot be taken as affording a measure of the 
salts formed. 

The salts, with a base of potash,, soda, lime, barytes, and 
strontian, may be obtained in a dry state by evaporation in 
vacuo, but a great excess of alkali miist be added. The 
hypo-chlorites are easily decomposed by acids, although 
hypo-chlorous acid drives away carbonic acid from its 
combinations, — it is displaced, in its turn,, by a current of 
carbonic acid. The hypo-chlorites readily convert sulphur, 
iodine, phosphorus, and arsenic into their corresponding 
acids in ie. When fragments of arsenic,, blackened on their 
surface by a little protoxide, are placed in a solution of 
these salts they resume their metallic lustre. 

Gold and platinum are not altered by the hypo-chlorites. 
Silver is slowly changed into cbloride,^^ with disengagement 
of oxygen. Iron oxidates very rapidly. Tin and copper 
become speedily muriates. Mercury is changed into red 
muriate by coming in contact with hypo-chlorite of lime» 
The sulphurets are converted into sulphates by hypo-chlo- 
rites ; and these salts and hypo-chlorous acid may, like 
peroxide of hydrogen, be employed for restoring paintings, 
in which the white colour produced by carbonate of lead 
has become black and been converted into a sulphuret. 
The metallic protoxides are changed into peroxides, and 
the salts in ite into salts in ate. Deutoxide of azote becomes 
nitric acid. 

The action of the pure hypo-chlorites upon ligneous mat- 

' ter is great. When brought in contact with filtering paper 

much heat is disengaged, chloride and chlorate formed, and 
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the paper becomes friable^ but is not charred, while oxygen 
is disengaged. 

The experiments of Soubeiran and Liebig shewed that 
alcohol is converted by the decolourizing chlorides into a 
peculiar chloride of carbon. The hypo-chlorites possess 
the same property. The facts already stated justify the 
following conclusions : 1. The hypo-chlorites enjoy a great 
number of properties which characterize free hypo-chlorous 
acid. 2. Tliese properties are identically the same as those 
which have been observed in the decolourizing chlorides, 
which should be considered as consisting of 1 atom chlo- 
ride 4- 1 atom hypo-chlorite. 3. The presence of a metallic 
chloride in the decolourizing chlorides does not alter the 
properties of the hypo-chlorite itself. 

It may be asked, how do these compounds decolourize 
and disinfect? The answer is easy. — ^When an acid is added 
to them chlorine is disengaged, and it is this chlorine which 
disinfects and decolourizes, by a mode of action not yet 
understood, but which is generally considered to be an 
oxidation produced in an indirect manner, at the expense 
of the elements of water. If they act without the aid of 
acids, it is only by the oxygen of the acid and of the base 
of the hypo-chlorite that they can decolourize and disinfect, 
and which transforms the latter into a chloride. 

A corresponding compound of bromine and oxygen, hypo* 
bromous acid may be obtained by a similar proceeding. 



Article III. 

On Bleaching Powder.^ By Thomas Thomson, M.D., 
F.R.S., L. & E., Regius Professor of Chemistry in the 
University of Glasgow. 

Bleaching powder has been in common use among the 
bleachers and calico-printers of Great Britain for the 
greatest part of the present century. The gradual diminu- 

* The experiments contained in this paper were made seyeral yean ago. I 
pnbliBh them at present, because they serre to confirm the resolts oi M. Balard's 
analysis of chlorous acid, contained in the preceding memoir. 
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tion which has taken place in its price, together with the 
great improvement in its quality, has contributed very much, 
indeed, to its almost universal employment. It is suffici- 
ently known, that the mode of making this important article 
of commerce is to expose slacked lime, in the state of a dry 
powder, to an atmosphere of chlorine gas, till it ceases to 
' absorb it. Unslacked lime does not possess the property of 
absorbing this gas. 

When Mr. Dal ton published his experiments on bleaching 
powder, in 1813, (Annals of Philosophy^ ii. 6.) he found it 
a compound of 1 atom chlorine and 2 atoms lime. And 
this seems to have been its usual strength about that period. 
When such a powder is digested in water, only half the 
the lime dissolves in combination with the chlorine ; the 
other half, (abstracting the small quantity of quick lime 
soluble in water) remains undissolved. But, of late years, 
the strength of the powder has been so much increased that 
it is nearly all soluble in water. Such powder contains one 
atom of chlorine to every atom of lime in the compound. 
The best bleaching powder manufactured in Glasgow is of 
this quality ; and I have analyzed it from Belfast equally 
strong. 

It is well knowji that bleaching powder is white and 
pulverulent. Its taste is hot, bitter, and astringent, and it 
has a peculiar smell. When digested in water it always 
leaves behind a little carbonate of lime, mixed with some 
silica and a very little sand. These things I consider as im- 
purity from the lime employed, which is never absolutely 
free from foreign matter. 

When bleaching powder, dissolved in water, or mixed 
with water in such proportion as to be in the state of a paste, 
comes in contact with sal-ammoniac, nitrate of ammonia, 
oxalate of ammonia, or probably any ammoniacal salt, a 
violent efiervescence takes place, and azotic gas is evolved 
in abundance. This evolution is occasioned by the decom- 
position of the ammonia, i;he hydrogen of which unites with 
the chlorine, (and, doubtless, also with the oxygen), con- 
verting it into muriatic acid and water, while the azotic gas 
is disengaged. For every atom of ammonia decomposed, 
three atoms of chlorine are converted into muriatic acid. 
When the solutions are too dilute, very little azotic gas is 
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evolved. I found the best proportion to be, to mix 100 grs. 
of bleaching powder with one cubic inch of water, and then 
to add the ammoniacal salt in a solid state. When the 
bleaching powder is- as strong as possible, 107 grs. of it are 
capable of decomposing the ammonia in 100 grs. of nitrate 
of ammonia. The azotic gas disengaged amounts to about 
31*6 cubic inches. 

As it was suspected by some foreign chemists of emi- 
nence, that the chlorine in bleaching powder is not in the 
state of simple chlorine, but united with oxygen, so as to 
form an acid, I was anxious to put this opinion to the 
test of experiment, — the only way in which chemical theo- 
ries can be verified. I shall here relate, as shortly as pos- 
sible, the results which I obtained : The bleaching powder 
which I used was recently made, and it was of the strongest 
and best kind, manufactured by Charles Tennant & Co., 
Glasgow, the original contrivers, and still the most exten- 
sive manufacturei's of this article. 

My method of proceeding was this : Into a small Berlin 
porcelain retort, (previously weighed), 200 grs. of the 
bleaching powdei* were put. To the beak of this retort 
was luted a glass tube, about 14 inches in length, and about 
an inch in internal diameter. This tube was filled with 
fragments of fused chloride of calcium, which were kept in 
their places by small quantities of asbestus, inserted into 
each end of the tube. To the extremity of this glass tube 
another bent glass tube was luted, by means of a ribbon of 
caoutchouc. This tube passed to the bottom of a Wolfe's 
bottle containing a solution of nitrate of silver^ which very 
nearly filled it. From the other mouth of the Wolfe's bottle 
a glass tube passed into a pneumatic trough, to collect any 
gas which might be evolved during the experiment. Heat 
was now applied to the belly of the porcelain retort which 
contained the bleaching powder, and was gradually raised 
till the retort was red hot, and it was kept in this state till 
all emission of gas was at an end. The apparatus was then 
allowed to cool, and the difierent parts of it were detached 
from each other. 

The loss of weight sustained by the retort gave the whole 
matter that had been driven off by the heat. The increase 
of weight of the tube filled with chloride of calcium, gave 
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the quantity of water disengaged. The precipitated chloride 
of silver in the Wolfe's bottle being washed, dried and fused, 
gave the quantity of chlorine driven off. Finally, the vo- 
lume of gas extricated was determined. It was always oxy- 
gen gas. 

The matter in the retort was washed out as &r as possible 
with water, and what the water would not dissolve was dis- 
solved by nitric acid. The portion dissolved by the water 
was found to be pure chloride of calcium. What was dis- 
solved by the nitric acid was lime, silica, alumina, &c., for 
the porcelain retort was always acted upon, and usually lost 
from 12 to 13 grs. of its weight. 

The experiments made were numerous, because I wished 
to try the nature of bleaching powders of different strengths 
and of different ages. The following are the general results : 

1. The water from 200 grs. of the strongest bleaching 
powder was 41-65 grs., or 20*77 per cent. When the 
strength of the bleaching powder was inferior, the quantity 
of water diminished. I tried some very weak powder, con- 
taining more than half its lime uncombined ; the quantity 
of water which it contained was only 13'36 per cent. 

2. When the bleaching powder was newly made, and of 
the strongest quality, the oxygen disengaged bore a constant 
ratio to the chlorine. This chlorine had partly escaped in 
the form of gas, and continued partly united to calcium in 
the residue in the retort. For every atom of chlorine con- 
tained in the powder, a corresponding atom of oxygen was 
disengaged. 

This result was verified by numerous repetitions. It 
proves sufficiently that if the bleaching powder contains a 
combination of oxygen and chlorine, it can only consist of 
a combination of one atom of chlorine and one atom of 
oxygen. The simplest explanation would be to consider 
bleaching powder as a compound of one atom lime and one 
atom chlorine. When heat is applied the chlorine displaces 
the oxygen of the lime, and forms chloride of calcium. 
But the researches of Balard demonstrate that lliere really 
exists a compound of one atom chlorine and one atom oxy- 
gen. It is clear, therefore, that bleaching powder is in 
reality a mixture of chloride of calcium, and chlorite of 
lime. 
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I shall state the analysis of 100 grs. of a very pure bleach- 
ing powder, upon which the most namerous experiments 
were made : — 

Matter insoluble in water 10*55 atoms. 

Chlorine 3863= 8-6 or b 

Lime 3005 = 8-6 „ 1- 

Water 20-77 = 18-4 „ 2-l« 



10000 
Now, the lime consisted of an atom of calcium united to 
an atom of oxygen. We may<, therefore, state the ultimate 
constituents of bleaching powder as follows : — 

1 atom chlorine . . . 4*5 
1 atom oxygen . . . T 

1 atom calcium . . . 2*5 

2 atoms water . . . 2'25 

10-25 
But the calcium united to the chlorous acid must have 
l)een. in the. state of lime. And it is quite evident (if we 
suppose the bleaching powder perfectly pure) that during 
the process one half of the chlorine decomposes one half of 
the lime, converting it into chloride of calcium. The oxy- 
gen thuii disengaged unites to the other half of the chlorine, 
converting it into chlorous acid; and this acid combines 
with the other half of the lime. Hence, bleaching powder 
(when as strong as possible) is composed of, 

1 atom chloride of calcium . 7* 
1 atom chlorite of lime . . 9- 
4 atoms water 4*5 

20-5 
The presence of the water is essential to the formation of 
the salt. Hence, it is probable that it is in combination 
with the chlorite of lime. 

3. When the bleaching powder is very weak no chlorine 
whatever passes over into the Wolfe's bottle. When the 
powder was of the best quality the quantity which came 
over was 7-3 grs. from 200 grs. of the bleaching powder. 
: 4. When the bleaching powder was old, the quantity of 
oxygen extricated, compared with that of the chlorine, was 
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less than in recently made powder. For example, in a speci- 
men analyzed, the atoms of chlorine in the powder were to 
the atoms of oxygen, disengaged very nearly as 6 to 5. And 
in other and older specimens, the chlorine bore a still higher 
ratio to the oxygen. This must be owing, I conceive, to a 
tendency which chlorous acid must have to part with its 
oxygen, and the chlorine thus left at liberty gradually con- 
verts the lime, with which it is combined, into calcium. 
And, were the powder kept long enough, it would doubt- 
less be completely changed into chloride of calcium by 
length of time. When such a change has taken place the 
bleaching properties of the powder are, of course, at an 
end. Many years ago, when I lived in London, I met with 
specimens of bleaching powder on sale in some of the che- 
mists shops very nearly effete. In these specimens almost 
the whole combined lime had been converted into calcium, 
and, of course, the salt into chloride of calcium. 

In the preceding analysis I have not noticed a small quan- 
tity of manganesic acid which bleaching powder always con- 
tains. If you raise a solution of bleaching powder to the 
boiling temperature, it assumes the beautifiil red, or rather, 
purple colour which characterizes solutions of manganesic 
acid, and some of its salts. If the liquid be exposed to the 
light of the sun it gradually loses its colour, while, at the 
same time, a slight deposite of a black powder, obviously 
oxide of manganese, takes place. The quantity of this acid 
present in bleaching powder is small ; but, so far as my 
observations extend, it is never absent. 



Article IV. 

An Easy Method of Filling Barometers. By a 
Correspondent. 

An accurate barometer is essential in gaseous investigations ; 
but as boiling the mercury in the tube is rather hazardous, 
and the fitting it on to an air-pump, a work of time and 
attention ; such an instrument is troublesome to make, or 
expensive to purchase. Advantage may, however, be taken 
of the vacuum produced in the barometer itself, and a cor- 
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rect instrument thus placed within the reach of every 
practical chemist. The detail may be as follows : 

Provide 1. A clean barometer tube, not less than ^ inch 
bore at the closed end, but which m^y run away to ^th at 
the lower end, to save mercury, and not lesB than 33 inches 
long. 

2. A tube 8 or 9 inches long, i or f bore, open at both 
ends, one end being drawn out to a fine aperture ; for pour- 
ing in the mercury. 

3. Four or five pounds of mercury, (8 or 10 lbs. would 
be more convenient) which has been standing three or four 
weeks under weak nitric acid, (1 acid to 10 water) ; or 
distilled mercury if to be had.. 

4. An iron ladle, and a disc of sheet iron which will not 
quite cover the mercury, when in the ladle. 

. 6. A small wedgewood mortar, which the mercury will 
i or J fill. 

6. A turned wood box and lid, (such as are used for tooth 
powder), not less than 1-^ inch internal diameter and depth ; 
which must have a hole through the lid large enough to 
slide up. and down the tube, and be varnished inside and 
out, for. the cistern. 



The tube should be dried over a lamp or before a fire, 
with the open end up, and covered with a bit of muslin, to 
keep out dust. In the mean while the mercury may be 
placed in the ladle, with the iron disc floating upon it ; and 
set on the fire till it boils, when it is to be instantly removed 
and placed in the cold. Whilst it is cooling, a horse hair 
must be passed quite down the tube to the closed end, or if 
one is not long enough, two may be bound together with a 
fibre of silk. A knot makes a difficulty in passing them 
down. A fine silked thread, wazed to give it stiffness will 
do, but the tube must then be cold first.* 

As soon as the mercury is cold enough to handle, it is to 
be poured into the wedgewood mortar, and the pouring 
tube (2) having its point dipped below the surface to ex- 
clude dust, is to be filled to about an inch by suction applied 

* • Wire does not answer, the tubes being very subject to snap after it, even 
when silked. 
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at the other end. This quantity wilj remain in, if the tube 
is held at but slight deolivity. The wide end being now 
dosed with the finger, the pouring tube is to be removed 
to the barometer tube, which should be held mouth up, at 
an inclination of about 46^. The point of the pouring tube 
being entered into the mouth, the finger is to be withdrawn, 
and the mercury poured in, by increasing the declivity. of 
the pouring tube. Thus the mercury runs down to the 
closed end, and the air passed up by the horse hair, leaving 
few or no bubbles. When it contains 3 inches of mercury, 
however, it should be carefully examined all round, and if 
any bubbles appear, they should be brought to the hair, by 
gently tapping the tube, held almost horizontal with a bit 
of wood, at the same time turning it slowly a little back- 
ward and forward upon its axis, the hair being never 
allowed to go below. This should be done at every 3 or 4 
inches, to have a smooth column of mercury as the filling 
proceeds. When the tube is thus full, the hair is to be 
withdrawn, leaving an end of it in the vacancy left by its 
removal, until that also is filled. The hair being now 
withdrawn altogether, the tube is to be overfilled, so that 
the mercury presents a convex face above the glass. 

The open end is now to be stopped with a finger, just 
moistened to give it closeness; which squeezing out the 
superfluous mercury will effectually prevent all access of 
air. The tube is now to be inserted in the mortar of quick- 
silver, and brought to a vertical position, when a vacuum 
will be produced by the descent of the mercury. 

The lower end is now to be i^ain tightly closed with the 
finger, the tube lifted out of the mortar and brought gently 
to a horizontal position. The finger must be kept tight 
against the open end, to maintain the vacuum ; when a 
minute portion of air will make a visible bubble in any part 
of the column. By lowering the head a very little, the 
mercury may be made to flow gently to that end, and leave 
the vacuum next to the finger. By a short jerking motion 
in the direction of its length, the tube and mercury are 
kept in a sort of vibration, the mercury striking smartly 
against the closed end, like the water hammer, and this 
vibration brings together and carries upward toward the 
finger, any bubbles which may be present in the column. 
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A yery slight inclination is sufficient for this purpose, and 
of course, any increase thereof tends to dii^niah the lowest 
bubbles by compression : but a little change from less to 
greater, and vice versa, puts in motion the stationary ones, 
when there are such. If the tube is not clean, little 
bubbles will fix themselres to any dusty part, and cimnot 
sometimes be moved unless by washing them away : pour* 
ing the mercury gently from the head of the tube to the 
finger, and back again three or four times. 

When the mercury lies smooth for its whole length, the 
finger is to be withdrawn, the hair put in and the 3 or 4 
inches vacant carefully re-filled. The tube is then to be 
stopped and inverted in the quicksilver with the same pre- 
cautions as before, against the entry of a bubble under the 
finger. When brought to the perpendicular position, it 
should be turned round and examined on all sides, to see 
that the column is perfectly smooth and bright ; and when 
quickly inclined, so as to allow the mercury to reach the 
head, it should return a smart rap. If both these conditions 
are found, the tube is well filled ; but as a repetition of the 
levelling and vibratory process for drawing off the bubbles,^ 
is a work but of little time and trouble, it is better per- 
formed for the sake of security. 

The tube thus twice purified from air, and replaced in the 
mortar of quicksilver, wants only its cistern (6). The lid is 
first to be plunged beneath the surface, and there slid up 
over the tube, say three or four inches, where it is to be 
fixed by a slight wedge, or slip of paper. The box is next 
to be filled, plunged also under the quicksilver, and its 
edge passed under the tube, which must rest in it, not quite 
upright, so that it may be full to the head. The box and, 
tube, in this position, both full of mercury, are to be taken 
out of the mortar and set on a saucer or plate ; when the 
tube being brought upright, mercury will descend, and flow 
over the sides of the box ; more is also to be withdrawn from 
the box, by suction with the pouring tube, until about ^ inch 
deep is left above the bottom of the tube : a little more or 
less, according to the state of the barometer, at the time, 
above or below the average ; but if below, the average can 
be attained by inclining the tube. 

A slip of wood, say i inch square, but cut away at each 
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end to an edge, and exactly 29} inches long, must now be 
placed in contact with the surface of mercury in the cistern, 
and a mark made on the tube at its upper end : A scratch 
is sometimes hazardous ; a little paint on a camels* hair 
pencil is safer. The lid is now to be slipped down on the box, 
and the whole removed from the plate, on to apiece of thin 
chamois leather; which being brought up over the box, is to 
be tied tight round the tube ; and it may then be set on the case, 
the box being supported beneath, to the proper height. If 
the barometer stood at 29}, or being below, was brought to 
that height by inclination, the mark is a standard : if above, 
it must be corrected for the depression of the surface in the 
cistern. The scale must also be corrected, for the counter- 
elevation and depression in the cistern ; which is conveni- 
ently ascertained by previously filling 3 inches of the tube, 
and measuring the height it occupies in the box with the 
tube immersed ; allowance being made for its conical form, 
if it be such. But this may be done by different methods, 
generally known. . 

Such an instrument may be prepared by any practical 
chemist, and may be trusted for common laboratory pur- 
poses. For investigations of extreme delicacy, of course, 
every possible precaution and perfection are required. 

P. 



Abticlb V. 

On the Mocks which are distinguished hy the names of Green- 
stone and Greenstone Porphyry, By Gustav Rose. 

(Concluded from p. 281.^ 

4. Gabhro a granular mixture of labradorite and diallage. 
The labradorite is similar to that of the hypersthene rock, 
still it is not so completely cleavable, and has more fre- 
quently a thick splintery fracture, in which case the trans- 
lucency is less, and the colour greenish-white or greenish- 
gray- 

The Diallage may be considered as an augite, which has 
lost the faces of cleavage parallel to the front faces of a 
rhomboidal prism of 88®. The first faces of cleavage are 
very perfect, possess the metallic pearly lustre and streak ; 
the edges run parallel with the second faces of cleavage ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



1835.] and Porphyritic Oreenstone Rocks. 445 

the last are much more imperfect and have a fatty lustre. 
On account of the existence of the second faces of cleavage, 
the diallage in the coarse granular varieties of gabbro 
seldom splits in large pieces, but in plates, which are 
not elastic, and are thus distinguishable from mica ; they 
are frequently irregular and curved. Often the grains of 
diallage exhibit a regular outline, and form symmetrical 
hexagons with the same angles as in the most perfect faces 
of cleavage of hypersthene. The colour is a dirty green 
passing into gray, brown and black, often greenish and 
grayish-white; the complete faces of cleavage have a 
metallic, pearly lustre, the others are faint, or have a fatty 
lustre. The fusibility of diallage before the blow-pipe is 
very small; it melts on the platinum forceps in thin splinters 
on the edges into a blackish-gray splendent glass.* The 
fragments of diallage in Gabbro are more frequent and 
more distinct than in the hypersthene of the hypersthene 
rock, being surrounded with a deeper rind of hornblende. 
This circumstance occurs in the diallage from Baste^ in the 
Hartz as described by Kohler. It is 'also observed, but 
more characteristic, in the diallage of Gabbro, from the 
village of Prese, between Bomio and Tirano in the Valte- 
line. There the smaller portions consist wholly of horn- 
blende, and the larger of diallage with a border of horn- 
blende ; the latter is splendent and brown, and resembles 
much the hypersthene in colour. It melts on charcoal 
into a greenish-black bead. 

Pinchbeck mica^ iron pyrites^ and titaniate of iron occur 
as accidental constitu tents, but in small quantity ; frequently 
serpentine occurs in some varieties. The cross fracture of 
diallage has great similarity with that of serpentine. 
Hence, we are apt to overlook the coarse mixture of the 
former, which distinguishes it from the latter. Serpentine 
has been considered by some as fine grained gabbro, 
but chemical analysis overturns this supposition. Gabbro 
is very frequently coarsely granular. In this case the 
labradorite predominates, but from the manner in which 

* Those characters are not the same as those given by Berzelins, in his work 
Qo the Blow -pipe. Rose, therefore, supposes that the former has not examined 
the right minerals, notwithstanding the observation, that the specimens were re- 
ceived from Haiiy. 
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the stone is fractured, the diallage appears to be present 
in greatest quantity, although it is very thin. 

In Ural a peculiar kind of gabbro occurs. A very large 
grained variety is found at Neurode in Silesia, consisting 
of grayish-white translucent labradorite, and olive-green 
diallage, also at Baste in the- Hartz, and near the Village of 
Prese in the Valteline. A very fine variety exists in the 
American collection of Humboldt, from Ayavaca in Peru, 
consisting of much greenish-gray diallage, and some 
greenish-white translucent labradorite ; gabbro mixed with 
serpentine is found at Florence and Briangon. 

6. Augite porphyry consists of a basis with inclosed horn- 
blende and crystals of augite. The basis has usually a dull 
green and gray colour, like that of dioritic porphyry, but 
is darker and more like basalt. Its hardness is about equal 
to that of the basis of dioritic porphyry ; its fusibility is 
smaller. It melts before the blow-pipe in the platipum 
forceps, commonly on the edges into a blackish green glass; 
muriatic acid when digested on it in a pulverized state 
takes up alumina, oxide of iron, and much lime ; magnesia 
and an alkali are probably also present. 

The crystals of labradorite are much like felspar, being re- 
gular six-sided prisms which usually by the extension of the 
faces, (M) corresponding with the second faces of cleavage 
become so broad, that in the mass, they appear from their 
transverse fracture to be thin stripes. They are, however, 
like the combined pieces, twin crystals ; and the most perfS^ct 
fece of cleavage, (P) of the apparently single crystal pos- 
sesses the resulting angle described; still the faces of 
cleavage are rare, and are only seen in the crystals as pure 
and translucent as the albite of dioritic porphyry. The 
crystals are mostly, scarce translucent, and the fracture 
indistinct and splintery. The colour is partly snow-white, 
and partly by mixture with the basis greenish and grayish- 
white. Their size varies ; the largest. Rose found in the 
augite porphyry of Ajatskaja, 130 versts (86 miles) to the 
north of Katharinenburg in Ural, where their length, with 
a considerable breadth, is more than an inch ; frequently, 
however, they are small. In this case, they protrude very 
little out of the basis which is then light coloured, and 
scarcely darker than the crystals of labradorite. The large 
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crystals of labradorite from Ajatskaja, are more easily 
detached from their basis than usually happens. Their 
specific gravity, Rose found, 2'730. When reduced to 
powder they were decomposed with great difficulty by 
muriatic acid. When fused with barytes, Rose found in 
these crystals, as in the other specimens of labradorite, 
silica, alumina, some portions of iron, lime, and soda. 

The crystals of augite have the same form as when they 
grow together ; they form four-sided vertical prisms of 88°, 
with blunt and sharp lateral edges which have their extre- 
mities terminated with an oblique four-sided prism of 120°. 
They are cleavable in the direction of the faces of the 
vertical prisms, and the truncatures of the lateral edges. 
. The faces of cleavage are more distinct than those of the 
combined augite crystals in basalt, but more indistinct than 
in the crystals of hornblende. They are on the upper sur» 
face partly smooth and splendent, partly indistinct and 
vertically, streaked faintly. In the first case they are 
strongly, in the last case feebly united with the basis, from 
whence they fall out when the rock is fractured, and leave 
behind an impression, from which the form of the crystals 
can be distinguished. 

Their colour varies from grass-green to blackish-green ; 
usually they are translucent. Before the blow-pipe small 
fragments fuse on the edges with difficulty and frothing 
into a green glass. In many instances, the crystals in the 
combined augite porphyry have the form of augite, but 
also two faces of cleavs^e which appear as sharp faces of 
the sharp lateral edges of four-sided vertical prisms mea- 
suring 88°, and cutting each other at an angle of 124° a» 
in hornblende. These are the crystals which Rose has 
described under the name of uralite as occurring in UraU 
He considers them as augite crystals, which retaining their 
external form, have been converted into masses of horn- 
blende. They possess a blackish-green colour ; the faces 
of cleavage are faintly streaked vertically ; the surface of 
the crystal is more strongly streaked and indistinct. Thin 
fragments in the platinum forceps fuse before the blow- 
pipe into a Uackish-green glass, and more readily thaa 
augite. They exist very distinctly in the au^te porphyry 
of Mostawaja, 35 versts to the north of Katharinenburg,. 
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and at the gold-washing station of Cavellinski near 
Miask. 

Frequently the crystals of uralite have a nucleus of augite 
possessing a grass-green colour, and whose cleavage faces 
are parallel with the outer faces of the crystals of uralite. 
The substitution of the mass of hornblende for the augite 
is similar to the above described substitution of the horn- 
blende masses for hypersthene and diallage. Hence, it is 
probable that the hornblende which occurs in union with 
this last substance, is also uralite. The union of augite and 
uralite is found very distinct in the augite porphyry of, Mul- 
dakajeusk, near Miask, in Ural. But also other distinct 
crystals of augite, as in the augite porphyry of Nicolajeusk, 
are combined on the upper face with small prisms of horn- 
blende, or if it be admitted, they have been changed into 
the latter. Iron pyrites occurs interspersed through the 
augite porphyry. Quartz, in crystals and grains, as well as 
hornblende, with its peculiar form, and without combina- 
tion with agite, appears, as in the hypersthene rock and 
gabbro. 

With regard to the proportion of the constituents, the 
augite and labradorite of the augite porphyry are similar to 
the albite and hornblende of the dioritic porphyry. Augite 
porphyry occurs, which contains both constituents in nearly 
equal quantity, but more frequently either the labradorite 
or augite is present in the greater proportion. The crystals 
in the augite porphyry lie generally irregularly; in the 
labradorite porphyry the crystals are arranged in a some- 
what regular manner, having their broad lateral faces, or 
at least, their main axes, parallel, (needle porphyry of South 
Norway)* The crystals appear needle-form, when the frac- 
ture cuts the axes at right angles, and broad splintery, when 
it goes parallel with the broad lateral faces of the crystals. 
The principal masses of augite phorphyry are frequently 
amygdaloid, when quartz is met with, never occurring both 
in crystals and grains (Holmestrand, in South Norway, and 
green labrador porphyry ; zeolite and calcspar also some- 
times occur, (Tyrol) and Pistazite (Tyrol and Tscharysch in 
Altai). Some varieties of augite porphyry occur, which it 
is not easy to iracture, and it is usually difficult to obtain 
from them portions of the size of a common book. Such 
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examples occur at Muldakajewsk, near Miask, in Ural, which 
contains crystals of Uralite with a nucleus of augite. There 
are. other varieties which assume a fine lustre and colour by 
polishing* These are distinguished from verde antique by 
the leirge crystals of labradorite, which they contain, and 
by the co}oar of the base. The following are the the spe- 
cific gravities of some augite porphyries : — 

Absolute 

wt. in grs. Sp. gr. 
1., Augite porphyry from Nicolajewsk, 

near Miask, in Ural 46447 - 3-002 

2. Uralite porphyry from Maldaka- 

jewsk, near Miask 681-23 - 3-100 

3. Uralite porphyry, from Cavellinski, 

near Miask 41688 - 3030 

4. Uralite porphyry, from Mostowaja, 

near Katharinenburg, in Ural . 369-64 - 2-993 
6. Labradorporphyry, resembling ver- 
de antique • : 37306 - 2-923 

6. Labrador porphyry, from Tscharisch 331-76. - 2-878 

From this it is obvious that the Labrador porphyry pos- 
sesses a less density than augite porphyry, which is to be 
expected, considering that labradorite is lighter than augite. 

Crystals of uralite were taken out of the basis of the au- 
gite porphyry of Mustowaja, and the crystals and basis 
weighed separately. 

The sp. gr. of tl&e uralite was found to be 3*150 ; that of 
the basis, 2*991. This result is, however, not quite satis- 
factory, as it was not possible to separate the crystals com- 
pletely from the basis, and the base, when broken in small 
portions, still contained uralite. 

The augite porphyry of Muldak^ewsk melts in a platinum 
crucible, in a strong heat, into a blackish-green translucent 
glass. In a charcoal crucible, the augite porphyry of Mota- 
waja, Cavellinski, and Nicolagewsk, fuses into an opaque 
mass of a yellowish- white, or grayish colour. At the lower 
part iron is collected, containing copper-red titanium. In 
fusing verde antique a similar deposit is observed, with tita- 
niummclosed. 

Augite porphyry is found among all the rocks which are 
usually termed greenstone ; but, in particular it occurs in 

VOL. II. 2 G 
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great abnndahoe in Ural. The presence of oxide of iron, 
which aecompanies it in this locality, communicated a pecu- 
liar interest to it. Some large magnetic mountains, as 
Blagodat, near Kuschwa, Wisckaja Gora near Nischne 
Tagilsky Katschkanar near Nischne Tiirinsk, are surrounded 
hy augite porphyry, and appear to pass through this rock. 
The greater part of these porphyries is augite or uralite. 
Those containing labradorite are more rare in Ural. The 
last arte encountered, however, at the village of Ajatskaja, 
to the north of Katharinenburg ; the basis is grayish or 
yellowish ; the size of the labradorite varies. 

Other beautiful varieties come from Altai, and particu- 
larly from the river Tscharysch. They surpass those of 
Ural in beauty, possessing white labradorite and blueish- 
green augite, with a variegated basis* Among the most 
remarkable labradorite porphyries of other countries the 
i^erde antique may. be noticed. The basis is*^ beautiftil 
green ; the crystals of labradorite are very large, but always 
coloured greenish- white. Iron pyrites,- pistagite, and quartz 
dccur.in it. 

- The finest varieties in Germany are found in the Hartz, 
as between Elbingerode and RUbeland, between Blanken- 
burg and Hiittenrode. The Miihlthal, beiween Aubeland 
and Elbingerode, contains also a numbei* of rolled frag- 
ments.of this porphyry. The basis is blacki^h-green, and 
sometimes reddish-brown, produced by incipient, decomposi- 
tion* The crystals are white, or gteenish-white. Small 
round pieoes of carbonate of lime are found disseminated 
through the basis. 

Porphyry containing equal partd of labradbrite and ieugite 
occurs at Blagodat, near Kuschwa, in tJral, and neiir Dil- 
lenlMiing (Nassau). There the basis^ is Jblacki^-gMv ; the 
crystala^ labrailorite grayi^ white, and iscareely translu- 
cent; the. crys(ais of augite 4re blackisH-^green, irith a con- 
choidal fracture. The aeieular piorphyry of South Norway 
belongs to- this .variety'.; it. haa been xleseribed hy Von 
Bach. Porphyry, eontakiiAg iuigite ks it^ i^rincipid M^ 
ment, is met witbht Nicdajewsk, near Mi$ii^k, and NiSdbh^ 
Tagilsk. 

^^ Therethe augite is lajfg^j and giia^d^reeQ; tke crystGirs &re 
easily removed troin theba^^' amd Daiam their iiki^rei^M^^; 
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The augite porphyry of Tisenz, in Tyrol, resembles closely 
that of Nicolajewsk. Those of Steben, in the Fichtelgebirge, 
and Holmestrand (South Norway), have a deeper basis; 
the crystals in the Fichtelgebirge are of a pistachio green 
colour, and small in number; in Holmestrand they are 
greenish-black, very abundant, and give to the mass the 
appearance of basalt. The uralite porphyry is more abun- 
dant than the augite porphyry. Among the most remark-^ 
able varieties' are those at Cavellinski and Mostowaja. 
The basis of the first is greenish-gray, and hard, without 
labradorite. The crystals of uralite are abundaiit, and 
fitmly fixed. lorn pyrites occurs in it. The basis of the 
second is more clear ; the uralite is less firmly fixed. La- 
bradorite may be observed, bht not until the rock is pounded. 
This porphyry resembles that of Lake Baltyn, which Her- 
mann has termed Baityniie. The uralite porphyry appears to 
be more rare in other chains of mountains ; but it occurs in 
Tyrol; in Mysore (India), at Newstadt; the basis is blackish- 
green ; the crystals of uralite are small, but distinct. 

Such are the great divisions into which the greenstones 
may be separated. They are mostly found in primitive or 
transition slates, and particularly in talc slate, chlorite slate, 
and clay slate, as in the Uralian mountains, or in clay slate 
and greywack6, as in the Hartz, and Fichtelgebirge. They 
i-esemble some of the primitive rocks. Thus, diorite is an- 
alogous to syenite ; but syenite is a mixture of grains of fel- 
spar and amphibole, generally black, or albite is seldom 
found. It is further distinguished from diorite, by being 
generally found with granite, or red porphyry. 

Hypersthene rock resembles dolerite, which is a mixture 
of grains of labradorite and black augite, and accompanies 
basalt. Augite porphyry approaches basalt. Amphibole is, 
however, rare in basalt ; olivine never occurs in augite por- 
phyry ; the basis of basalt is deeper coloured, and contains ' 
augite equally black, and, besides, olivine and amphibole; 
the colour of the augite basis is often very deep in many 
augite porphyries, and reciprocally, many true basalts are 
met with containing olivine and augite of a fine green 
colour. Recent lavas closely resemble augite porphyry, 
such as those of Vesuvius, which contain green augite, and 
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those of Etna, possessing augite, and labradorite. Whether 
these are all true species, future researches must determine. 



Article VI. 

On Madder^ and Madder Dyeing.* 

Species of Madder. — ^The species, of madder mentioned in 
this paper are : 1. Spires' madder, sold at 28 rixdoUars the 
hundred- weight (centner) ; 2. Munjeet, at 28 rizdollars ; 
3. Avignon madder, 27^ rixdoUars ; 4. Secondary quality, 
from the same place, 20 rixdoUars ; 5. Alsace madder, 25 
rixdoUars ; 6. Dutch madder, 25 rixdoUars ; 7. Alizari, or 
Levant madder-root, 22 rixdoUars; 8. Autumn-red (Jferi^^ 
rothe) 18 rixdoUars; 9. Red bud (Keimrdthe) 12 rixdoUars. 
All these varieties absorb different quantities of moisture 
when exposed to the air ; so that it is necessary to dry them 
at the temperature of 212° F. before weighing them. 

Cotton Mordants. — For testing and examining madder 
cliemically, the aluminous cotton mordant {Thonbeiz-Juitiun) 
is of great importance. The process consists in impregnat- 
ing t}ie cloth with acetate of alumina ; by immersing it in 
a solution consisting of 30 parts of alum, 30 parts acetate of 
lead, and 80 parts of water, pressing it between cylinders, 
and drying it rapidly. It is then allowed to hang up for 
eight days, washed in a stream of water, afterwards boiled, 
and lastly, for the purpose of experiment, passed through 
distilled water. 

The iron mordant for cotton, mentioned in this paper, is 
formed by impregnating the cloth with a solution of iron 
and alum (1 in 120 water) and washing it. A black mor- 
dant enables the qualities of the colouring matter to be 
more readily distinguished. This mode of proceeding is 
analogous to the re-action, ascertained by testing dilute 
solutions. 

* This paper constitutes an excellent sequel to those which were published in 
the first volume of this Joumal ; as its object is to present a more minute descrip- 
tion of the formation of aeyeral of the colours attached to these papers. It is taken 
bom Erdmann und Sekw§igg4r S^id^Fs Journal, fir PtaklUcke CktmU, v. 362^ 
into which periodical it has been extracted, from the " Chsmiseke teehniscJu 
MonographU det KrappM od$r vergkickende unUrsuehun^n der KrappfarheMtof 
^nd dtr vwehUdmun Krofpwrten : AKsari, Krapp, Mui^t umd Roih§ in ihrtm 
wrhalten sur geheixien Bmumwolhttfaiter,. von Dr. V, F. Runffe," 
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Tin mordant is formed in the same way as the iron mor- 
dant, by means of a solution of 1 part salt of tin in 50 parts 
of pure water. 

Lead mordant^ with a solution of sugar of lead, 1 part 
sugar of lead in 30 parts of water. Thfe cloth should be 
rinsed after impregnation. It tsikes up, in these circum- 
stanccis, a sufficient quantity of oxide of lead. 

Copper mordant is formed by a similar proceeding with 
ammoniuret of copper. By dipping and washing the cloth 
in this solution, the cotton fibre absorbs as much oxide of 
copper as is sufficient to produce the requisite dark colour. 

Testing the Colour. The cotton which has received- the 
mordant may be submitted, in the hands of the chemist, to 
a double test, so that its qualities may be determined both 
qualitatively and quantitatively. The peculiar shades which 
the colouring matter produces, in combination with the 
cotton, may be termed the goodness^ and the degree, or 
the depth of shade, the value of the colour. By proper 
treatment, both of these properties, as well as the peculia- 
rities of the cloth, may be determined by one process. 

A small quantity of the colouring matter is weighed out, 
and heated with pure water, in a porcelain dish, over a 
sprit-of-wine flame ; equal portions of the cotton, impreg- 
nated with the mordants, are placed in it, and coloured in 
succession, the solution being gradually raised to the boiling 
point. When the first portion of cotton appears to absorb 
no more colour, it should be removed, rinsed in a little 
water, and its absorption again urged. The same trials are 
to be made with the second, third, and fourth portions, 
until that point is attained where the absorption of colour- 
ing matter terminates, and where, consequently, the cotton 
receives no additional colour. 

After being dried, the pieces of cotton which have been 
equally saturated, are to be weighed, and the power of the 
cloth to receive colour ascertained. In this way, I have 
ascertained the saturating power of the three madder pig- 
ments treated of in the subsequent part of this paper. When 
a colouring substance contains a mixture of several colour- 
ing matters, by this successive dyeing, a partial separation 
can be produced. We obtain, at the beginning and end of 
the process, quite different shades, (Range's Farbenchemie, 
174 J. As in this case, and in many others, the first portions 



Digitized by 



Google 



464 On Madder, and [Dec. 

of cotton dyed, are equally, ad it were, supersaturated With 
colouring matter, and possess a shade which the dyer does 
not intend, as is the case with the saturated combination 
of madder purple with the alum mordant ; it is necessary to 
determine the proportions in which the colouring matter 
must be added to the cotton, in order to produce a definite 
shade. This is done (after the proportion is determined in 
which the cloth can take up the greatest quantity of colour- 
ing matter) by using the same weight of colouring matter, 
but different weights of cotton, perhaps the double, triple, 
or quadruple quantity, making many trials of the colouring 
power, and placing the pieces, not successively, but at once, 
in the solution. By this method of proceeding I have ar- 
rived at the result that 1 part of madder-purple, with 80 of 
cotton, produces a saturated red. 

To determine, chemically, the difference of one colouring 
matter from another, it is necessary to apply an excess of the 
colouring matter to the cloth. In this way I have found that 
madder-red is most completely distinguished from madder- 
purple. (Rungeuses for these purposes a dyeing apparatus 
consisting of a steam and dye boiler, with a worm and 
, refrigatory. The temperature reaches from 207''} to 209°^). 

CoTistiiuents of Madder. — ^The root of madder, in reference 
to its chemical composition, is very remarkable. It con- 
tains seven different substances, six of which are peculiar 
coloured compounds, and three of the latter true dyes. By 
the following process these may be distinguished from each 
other. Their names are derived from their properties : — 

1. Madder-purple* is an orange-coloured crystalline pow- 
der. It imparts to the cotton which has received the mor- 
dant a deep reddish-brown purple colour, when it is em- 
ployed in excess. If, on the contrary, the cotton is in 
excess, the colour is a bright red. A boiling solution of 
alum forms with the madder-purple a cherry-red solution, 
which is not altered on cooling, if not in excess. Caustic 
potash forms with it a fine cherry-red colour. Solution of 
carbonate of soda forms a cherry-red solution, which is not 
altered by potash. Sulphuric acid produces a bright red 
colour. 

2. Madder^redf is a yellowish-brown crystalline powden 

* Eecords of General Science, vol. i. p. 15. f Ilnd. 14, 
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It imports to the cotton whicK has received the mordftnt ^ 
dark-red colour, when in excess ; but when the cotton is in 
excess a brick-red colour is produced. Boiling solution of 
alum does not dissolve the madder-red. When this happens 
it proceeds from madder-purple or madder-orange being 
mixed with it. Caustic potash forms a fine violet-purple 
solution. Solution of carbonate of soda forms a red liquid 
which becomes blue by the addition of potash. Sulphuric 
acid forms a brick-red solution. 

3. Mad^er^arange^ a yellow crystalline powder. It im- 
parts to the mordanted cotton a bright orange colour when 
in excess, but paler when the cotton is. in excess. Boiling 
solution of alum forms with the madder-orange an orange- 

, yellow solution, which, on cooling, deposits a little colour- 
ing matter. Caustic potash produces a dark rose-colour. 
Solution of carbonate of soda affords an orange-coloured 
liquid. Sulphuric acid produces an orange-yellow colour. 

4. Modder-yeUow^ a yellow gummy mass ; communicates 
to the mordanted cotton a pale nankin colour, and is not a 
true dye. 

5. Mctdder-brawiiy a brownish-black dry mass ; communi- 
cates no colour to cotton ; neither is it soluble in water nor 
in spirit-of-wine. 

6. Moddenc add (Krappmure) is a colourless acid. 

7. Iiubiacic,Qcid is also a colourless acid ; by heating with 
piuriatic acid, it is converted into a matter which forms a 
clear blue colour, but cannot be fixed upon cotton. 

The three first of these alone deserve an attentive con- 
sideration, in so far as manufacturers are concerned. 

JIf adder pwrpU. — The separation of madder purple in a 
state of purity is attended with considerable difficulty. It 
is effected by the following operations: 1. Washing the 
madder with water of the temperature 66^f to 70° F. 2. 
Boiling the washed madder with a strong solution of alum. 
3. Precipitating the madder purple from the alum solution 
by means of sulphuric acid. 4. Edulcorating and boiling 
the precipitated madder purple with water, and then with 
dUute muriatic acid. 5. Taking up the boiled madder 
purple with spirit of wine of 90°. 6. Evaporating the spirit 
pf wi^e. solution to the point of crystallization. 7. Dissolv- 
1^ ;again the crystallized madder purple in hot spirit of 
^ine, and re-ciystallizing. The madder purple obtained 
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in this way is a light crystalline powder, of a beautifal 
orange yellow colour. 

The operation of washing groand madder is important, 
and accompanied with loss. The Levant madder is easily 
washed, and should, therefore, be employed for the separa- 
tion of madder purple. It contains, however, of all the 
Tarieties, the greatest quantity of colourless matter soluble 
in water, and must, therefore, be macerated and washed 
with fresh water six times for 12 hours, when cut up into 
considerable pieces. In order to save time and water, six 
vessels may be made use of, which communicate with each 
other. Each of them is to be filled half full of Levant 
madder (Alizari); the first vessel is to be filled up with water. 
After 12 hours, the water should be drawn off and digested 
on the madder in vessel No. 2. Then the first vessel 
should be again filled up with fresh water. After the lapse 
of 12 hours, the water in No. 2 is to be transferred to the 
vessel No. 3, while that in the first takes its place, and the 
first is again filled up with fresh water. This operation is 
repeated until fresh water has been introduced six times 
into the first vessel. The madderof this vessel is now suffi- 
ciently washed, and is fitted for the separation of the mad- 
der purple. 4 lbs. of Alizari in large pieces, after being 
washed six times, weigh in the moist state 15} lbs. It is 
then very soft and is readily reduced to pulp. To separate 
the madder purple from the washed Alizari, take 15| lbs. 
of moist Alizari, 12 lbs. alum and 70 lbs. water, boil for an 
hour, and filter the red solution, which is a combination of 
madder purple with solution of alum. Then the residual 
root is boiled with 6 lbs. alum and 70 lbs. water for half 
an hour, the filtered solution mixed with the portion of 
fluid formerly, withdrawn, and allowed to remain at rest for 
four hours, in order to clarify. The boiled roots should 
again be boiled with 70 lbs. of water, and the solution em- 
ployed for digestion with fresh madder. When the alum 
solution containing the madder-purple has become com- 
pletely clear, and acquired a dark rose colour, it should be 
drawn off from the sediment, which is principally madder- 
red, mixed, and well stirred, with a solution of 8 lbs. sul- 
phuric acid and 9 lbs. water. In the course of a few days 
the liquid becomes of a yellow colour, and reddish-yellow 
flocks separate. These should be collected on a filter and 
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eduleorated with purfe water. When dried, this precipitate 
amoants to -f of an ounce, (1} loth) and consists of impure 
madder-purple containing madder-3^1ow, madder orange, 
and alumina ; it is somewhat soluble in hot water ; more 
soluble in spirit. 

In order to separate the madder-purple from all foreign 
matter, the precipitate should be boiled with much water, 
and then with dilute muriatic acid, several times, then edul- 
eorated, dried, and boiled with spirit of 85 to 90, and fil- 
tered while hot. A dark-red solution is thus obtained, 
which, after evaporation, deposits, on cooling, the madder- 
purple in the form of an orange-coloured crystalline- sub- 
stance. This is separated by the filter, and is furthier iso- 
lated from the mother liquor by solution in spirit, and a 
second crystallization. Lastly, it should be dissolved in 
ether, which leaves a brown matter. 

These operations, as may be readily observed, are not 
intended to be practised by the manufacturer, but they must 
be attended to in order to obtain the colouring matter in 
its purest state. 

The great quantity of alum required for the separation 
of tiie madder-purple from the madder-root, may be again 
obtained by evaporating, in lead vessels, the alum solution 
mixed with sulphuric acid, out of which. the madder-purple 
is precipitated and separated, when the alum separates in 
crystals. The mother liquor then consists of a solution of 
alum and sulphuric acid, which will answer again for the 
precipitation of the madder-purple ; and the alum by cry- 
stallization, freed from sulphuric acid, may be again em* 
ployed to take up the madder-purple. By this process the 
madder-purple is refined. 

(To be amtinued.J 

Article VII. 

An account of the process of making l^rits, in 
Great Britain and Ireldnd.* 

In giving an account of the processes, followed by the dis- 
tiller in making spirits, it may be necessary to enumerate 
the vessels and utensils employed in these processes : These 
are, the mill, mash-tun, coppers, under-backs, coolers, 

* I am indebted for this article to a gentleman of great experience in the 
manufacture of Spirits. — Edit. 



Digitized by 



Google 



458 On the Proem ofmeMvg Spints, in [Dw. 

waah faaeks, fennentiii^ tons,, chaigiog backs, stiUs, low 
wines receivers, low wines chargers, feints receivers, and 
spirit receivers. 

Of these, vessek no di^tiU^r.can, under the l^x^e regu- 
lations, have more than one wash charger, and one .ispirit 
receiver ; nor more than two. low rWine^y.pr feints receivers, 
and two low wine and feints ehajrgers ; hut the nmipher of 
his other yesseU is not limited. 

1. A miU /or jftindinsl the mah ond groin, — In England 
and Irdbnd, where little or no spirits are luade ^tirely 
from malt, the grain is ground with stoues : , but in Scot- 
landy where malt spiritsare Qbiefly.mad^, the malt, though 
sometimes ground w^th 9tpne8, is often bruised between two 
metal rollers, «id in some instances, where the works are 
not extensive, an<>ther kind, of mill is employed, sfom^what 
resembling a coffee-miU, both in appearances and co^strucr 
tion, and called a handrmill, from it£^ being turned by one 
or more men. The powers employed to drive the other 
kinds of mills» are water, steam, or hordes, jBCCording to 
circumstances. 

2. The €i9p/^6r«.— These are large boilers^ usually made 
of copper, ' frpm which circums^nce .they derive their 
names. Their use is. to heat the water, &c.,. employed in 
the process of miidhing, as hereafter to be described. 

3. The Mash-^tun is a large and generally a circular vessel, 
made of wood or oast iron. It i^. usually furnished with a 
plaite called a \^ false bottom," which is perforated with a 
great number ofsmall holes, and lies within an inch, or two 
of the real bottom. This plate, which i$ moves^ble, to &ci- 
Vjtate the deartng of the mash-tun, is laid down in its {dace 
previous to the commencement of each brewing ; aud the 
ground malt or grain to be operated upon (technically 
called grist) is then put into the tun, after which water is 
let in under the false bottom, at a temperature about 175°, 
(but the temperature varies with circumstances, malt re- 
quiring hotter liquid than mixed grain), and the whole 
stirred up, eiUier by.meaps of machinery, or with oars 
weilded by wei^men, nntil ,^he piash,. as it is csdled, has 
been thoroughly ^mixed ; :the whole i^ then.cpv^red up, and 
allowed tQ remai^ for .some time, till the water ha^ absprbed 
as much of the.sacchcM^ine matter from thegraiii as^pp^sible, 
when, by means of cooks fixed in the mash*tun, the .liquor 
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is drawn off into the undeivback, which is a Tessel adjast^d 
for thus receiving the wort. More hot water is added, and 
the mashin;^ process repeated, until the grain has been 
wholly deprived of its saccharine matter, which is generally 
accomplished by three, or at the most, four mashings, when 
nothing remains in the mash-tun but the husks, or draff, 
which are used as food for cattle. 

4. The Under-hack is a vessel placed under themash^tun; 
its use is simply to receive the liquor from the idash-^un, 
which has become sweet tasted, and is then called worts, 
possessing a specific gravity exceeding that of water, varying 
according to the quantity of saccharine matter it holds in 
solution ; all these worts are in rotation pumped up from 
the under-back, and the first, or sometimes first and second 
worts, that is, the worts obtained from the first and second 
mashings are pumped into the coolers, from whence, when 
sufficiently reduced in temperature, they are conveyed into 
the fermenting tun. The subsequent, or weaker worts,^ 
produced by the third or fourth mashings, are pumped into 
the coppers, where, being brought to the proper tempera- 
ture they are used as liquor in the succeeding operation. 
Sometimes, instead of being so used, they are boiled down, 
till, by evaporating a portion of the water, the remainder 
has been raised to the required strength, or specific gravity 
which fits it for being sent to the fermenting tuns. The 
^vity is ascertained by means of an instrumettt called a^ 
saccharometer. 

The first accurate instrument of this kind was. invited 
by Dr. Thomson of Glasgow, about thirty year» ago, and 
eonstmeted by Mr. Allan, of Edinburgh, whose name it 
bears. It consists of a brass, egg-shaped ball, poised un-* 
demeath, with a stem rising above, which is furnished 
with a line of numbers, indicating tile specific gravity: of 
the sample under elimination, at the temperature of 60^; 
a scale of difference accompanies it, for making corrections^ 
according as the temji^rature varies^ either under or over 
60°. Its application for revenue purposes^in Scotland has 
been legalized by several acts of Parliament. The saccha^ 
rometerused for revenue purposes in England, isknowii 
by the maker's name. Bate. It differs from Allan's, in hav- 
ing its weights, or poises, under the liquor ; the we^hts 
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of Allan's being applied above the liquor ; buf bothinstra- 
ments indicate specific gravity, — that is to say, the weight 
of a given bulk of the worts, supposing the same bulk of 
distilled water to weigh 1000. 

The strength or value of worts is estimated according to 
their specific gravity, which, on reference to tables con- 
structed for the purpose, shews the quantity of saccharine 
matter, or solid extract contained in a gallon of any given 
degree of specific gravity. 

The following is a specimen, extracted from Bate's Sac* 
charoroeter Tables : — 

Sp. gr. lbs. per gal. 

1030 -762 

1-035 -904 

1040 ...... 1033 

1046 1163 

1060 ...... 1-293 

1-066 1-422 

1060 1-652 

1066 1-682 

1-070 1-882 

1-075 1-941 

1-080 2-071 

1086 2-201 

1090 2-332 

' The saccharometer is of vast importance to the practical 
distiller, and its invention forms an era in his art, for, by it 
he is enabled to estimate, with considerable precision, the 
quantity of spirits to be expected from worts of any gravity, 
as will be shewn hereafter ; by it he also Estimates the 
value of the grain employed, and, of course, the quantity 
of worts at any required specific gravity to be obtained 
from any given quantity of grain employed. For example, 
supposing, (which is near the truth, where large proportions 
of oats are used), that one hundred-weight of mixed grain 
will yield 70 lbs. of saccharine matter in the mash- tun, 
and that such grain weighs 42 lbs. per bushel, then,, as 
112 : 70 :: 42 : 26*2, the saccharine matter which each 
bushel will produce. Now, if it is wished to be known how 
many gallons of worts at any given specific gravity will be 
obtained from a bushel of such grain, we have only to divide 
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26*2 as above, found by the pounds per gallon s^hewn in the 
above table, and the quotient will shew the number of gal- 
lons to be obtained. 

These quantities, however, are not to be taken as abso* 
lute, inasmuch as the quality of the grain, and tiie skill of 
the mash-man are not equal in every case, but in. practice^ 
they will be found to approximate very near the truth.' > 

5. Coolers. — ^There are various kinds of coolers^ and their 
object is simply to reduce the temperature of the worts as 
speedily as possible, to a temperature, at. which yeast can 
safely be added for inducing fermentation. If worts, are 
not cooled rapidly, they are apt to run into acidity, which 
diminishes their susceptibility of the vinous fermentation, 
and consequent developement of the spirits therein. The 
coolers in general use, are large oblong. shallow vessels, 
and the worts are laid on them to the depth of from one to 
three or four inches only, a large surface is thus, exposed 
to the atmosphere which absorbs their heat, and soon 
brings them to the temperature required. ' 

Besides the shallow coolers which we have just described, 
and which are the utensils most generally used by distillers 
for cooling their worts, various contrivances have been 
resorted to for accomplishing this object, by means of 
pipes, through which the hot worts are made to pass, while 
a current of cold water flows along their external surface; 
and sometimes the reverse is practised, viz., the cold water 
is made to pass through the pipes, the hot wort being 
applied to their external surface. We have lately seen in 
Scotland, a very, compact form of cooling pipes, the object 
of which is, not merely to cool the wort with rapidity,^ but 
also to economize fuel, by saving the heat abstracted from 
the worts, and applying it. to the subsequent processes. 
This apparatus consists of a great number of small pipes, 
about one inch diameter and six or seven feet long, standing 
perpendicularly beside each other and very close. The 
lower end of each pipe ia inserted, into the. top of a shallow- 
close chamber, and the upper end into the bottom of a 
shallow open vessel; each pipe being thus open and ac- 
cessible, so as to be. cleaned when necessary, even while 
the process of cooling, is going on. There is a cock in the 
close chamber below, for carrying oflFthe cooled worts, and 
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the whote apparatus is imoierted in a ekitem of water, just 
large encmgli to hold it. The hot wort is allowed to flow 
into the pipes by the open vessel at top, while an equal 
quantity of water ent^s the cistern at bottom, and flows 
off at top to the coppers, carrying with it all the heat ab- 
stracted from the worts. Supposing the worts to be thus 
cooled down from 160° to 70°, the water will by this pro- 
cess axtqaire 80° of heat, and will readi the coppers at a 
temperature of 120° or 130°, instead of 40° or 50°. lliis 
arrangement of cooling pipes which seems well adapted to 
its intention, is the inrention of Mr. Coffey, a distiller of 
Dublin, who is also the patentee of a distilling apparatus^ 
of which we shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

6. Waah-iacist or fermenting tms,— After the worts have 
been cooled down to the proper tempofature, which is 
determined by their strength, the season of the year, or 
mther by the temperature of the weather, and the bulk of 
worts to be collected and fermented in one vessel, they are 
collected into vessels called wash-backs, or ibrmenting 
backs. 

These vessels are sometimes made in the form of a cone, 
standing on its larger base, and either round or otal, some- 
times they arfe square ; some are constructed of wood, and 
others are made of iron ; each material has its advantages 
and its disadvantages, iron being a better conductor of 
t^eat, has. this advantage that either hot or cold water may 
be applied in an outside case, to r^ulate the temperatore 
of the wash contained in the back, which is a point much 
to be att^ided to by the distiller, for if the temperature 
get too high, which it is apt to do, fermentation is checked, 
after which, it can with difficulty be again induced ; and if 
the temperature get too low, somewhat similar effects are 
produced, until means^are taken to raise the temperature. 
Fermentation is one of the m^ost importent, as well as the 
most difficult processes to regelate, of all the distiller's 
operations, and requires much of his skill and attention to 
conduct it to a proper termination. 

It was formerly the practice to add brewer's yeast only 
to the worts, for the purpose of inducing fermentation, but 
the expense of that article, and the difficulty of obtaiping 
it fresh, and good, in remote situations, has lately induced 
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distillers to employ a substitute, which is teebqieftUy called 
hah, and is prepared thucr t a quatMaty of itana worts and 
water is put into a vessel, with - a quantity of iKieal or 
flour, together with some yeast, the whole is well mixed 
together and closely covered up; a violent fermentatioii 
almost immediately ensues, and in that state it is^^ added- to 
the worts in the wash-backs, and excites the whole mass 
to ferment; but should the fermentation, after some tiaie, 
be found to lag, some yeast is added, but i&f rtrvenuii 
purposes, the whole quantity of bub and yeilirt added/ is 
restricted to the proportion of not- more than five per cent* 
on the quantitf of worts previously collected ; in geaend, 
however, that allowance is fouild more than sufficient. 
Soon after yeast or bub has been add^d to the worts, fep-> 
mentation conim€rnces ; its first eBSe^ts are indicated round 
the sides of the back, by the appearance of a scummy 
looking matter on the surface of the worts, and the emis- 
sion of small bubbles, which contain carbonic acid gas ; 
the temperature increases as fermentation advances, its 
prdgress is rather slow at first, b^t gradually iDjcreaseisr, 
and after some time proceeds with pfodigiems rapidity; 
largiB bubbles of carboni<^ acid g^s escaping set the whole 
in motion, as if in a state of violent ebullition ; a large 
quantity qf froth collects on the surface of the liquor, 
(which is now called wash) whioh often accumulates with 
such rapidity, that several men are required to beat it down 
with oars to prevent its spilling over the top ; indeed, on 
some occasions, the beating on the top has been found in- 
effectual, and the distiller foreed to pump a portion of the 
wash up to the coolers to lower its temperature, and then 
return it, after which the process proceeded at a moderate 
rate ; and, in all cases towards its close, the rate of fermen- 
tation gradually diminishes and the temperature decreases, 
till at last the wash acquires the temperature of the tun 
room and remains quiescent. 

The object of the distiller is to carry fermentation to the 
greatest possible extent, bed&use his produce in spirits will 
be according thereto ; and, iiideed, the extent of the at- 
tenuated gravity (that is, l^e difference of the specific gra- 
vities before and after fermentation) is a pretty exact, per- 
haps an absolute measure of the proportion of spirits con- 
tained in the wash ; it is therefore adopted by the revenue 
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as a predcriptive charge upon the distiller. But the mat- 
ter will appear more obvious, by giving a brief explanation 
of the principles on which the theory is founded : viz., that 
by the saccharometer can be inferred the quantity of sac- 
charine matter contained in worts of any specific gravity, 
and that every pound weight of such matter decomposed by 
fermentation, produces *905 parts of a pound of proof spirits 
at the specific gravity of 920, water being 1000 at the tem- 
perature of 60. 

To give an example, suppose 100 gallons of worts were 
made at the specific gravity of 1*060, and attenuated by fer- 
mentation of the sp. gr. of 1*001. Here, however, it may 
be necessary to notice, that the one degree, which is called 
the lowest attenuated gravity, is not the real gravity of the 
wash were it deprived of the spirits contained therein, it 
must first be boiled till all the spirits are dissipated, and 
pure water added to make up the original bulk, and it will 
then be found, that instead of 1*001, the specific gravity 
will have become 1*011, (the difference which is 10, is due 
to the operation of the spirits in the wash before boiling). 

Having thus explained, we find from the tables before 
adverted to, that 100 gallons worts at the gravity of 1*060 
contain, 

155*2 lbs. saccharine. 
100 gals. 1011 = 28-4 

126*8 
•906 



6340 
114120 



920) 114*7640 ( 12*47 gallons proof. 
920 

2276 
1840 



4364 
3680 



6740 
6440 



300 
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Thus, We see that 114'75 lbs. saccharine matter had been 
decomposed, and -965 parts of an equal weight of proof 
spirits formed in its stead, and as a gallon of proof spirits 
weighs 9-20 lbs., we find that 1247 gallons of such spirits 
would have been formed, being at the rate of one gallon of 
such spirits in respect to every 100 gallons of wash, for 
every 4*7 degrees of attenuated gravity nearly. 
fTo be continued. J 



Article VIII. 
Analyses of Books. 
I. — Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of 
London^ for 1835. Part i. 

( Concluded from p. 390.^ 

Physics. 
Note on the Electrical Relations of certain Metals and Metalliferous 
Minerals. By R. W. Fox. The author states that the crystallised 
gray oxide of manganese holds the highest place in the electro- 
negative scale of any substance examined, when it is immersed in 
various acid and alksdiue solutions ; and the other metals and minerals 
rank after it in the following order : manganese^ rhodium^ loadstone, 
platinum, arsenical pyrites, plumbago, iron pyrites, arsenical cobalt, 
oc^per pyrites, purple copper, galena, standard gold, vitreous copper, 
silver, copper, pan brass, sheet iron. When employed in voltaic 
comoination he found that on being so arranged as to act in opposition 
to one another, the direction of the resultant of their action, as indi* 
cated by the deflection of the magnetic needle, did not coincide with 
the mean of the direction of the needle when under the separate in- 
duence of each. He concludes, therefore^ that the needle does not 
indicate the whole of the electricity transmitted, and that electro- 
magnetic action does not depend upon a continuous electric current, 
but is better explained on the hypothesis of pulsations, formerly 
advanced by him. 

Experimental Researches on Electricity, Ninth Series. By 
Michael Faraday, D.C.L. &c < 

The inquiry which produced the developement of the facts con- 
tained in this paper arose from the observation of Mr. Jenkin, that, 
if an ordinary short wire be employed to form a communication be- 
tween the two plates of an electrometer consisting of a single pair of 
metals, it is impossible to procure an electric shock, but if the wire 
which surrounds an electro-magnet be used, a shock is experienced 
whenever the contact with the electrometer ceases, if the extremities 
of the wires are held in the hand, whOe a brilliant spark appears at 
the point of disjunction. In the prosecution of his researches the 
author employed the conducting wire in four different modified forms : 
1st, as the helix of an electro-magnet, consisting of a cylindrical bar 
of soft iron, 25 inches long and 1| inch in diameter, bent into a ring, 
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which waft sdclered to a copper xod which served as a conducting 
continuation of the wire : 2nd, as an ordinary helix formed of a 
copper wire coiled round a pasteboard tube^ the convolutions being 
separated by a string, and the superposed helices prevented from touch- 
ing by intervening calico : 3rd> as a long extended wire^ and 4th, as a 
short wire. Of all these forms^ the brightest spark and most powerful 
shock are procured by inserting a cylinder of soft iron within the helix, 
so as to form an electro-magnet. He found, also, that if a current 
be established in a wire, and another wire forming a complete current 
be placed parallel to the firsts at the moment the current in the first 
is stopped, it induces a current in the same direction in the second, 
the first exhibiting then but a feeble spark ; but, if the second wire 
be removed, a current is induced in the first wire in the same direction, 
and a spark elicited when the contact is broken. The strong spark 
in the single long wire or helix, is therefore, the equivalent of the 
current which is induced in a second wire placed parallel and in 
connexion with the first wire. From the facility of transference to 
neighbouring wires, and from efiects generally, he considers the 
inductive forces to be lateral, t. e. excited in a direction perpendicular 
to the direction of the originating and produced current^ and they 
also appear to be accuiately repres«ited by the magnetic curves, and 
closely related to, if not identical with magnetic forces. All experi- 
ments tend to shew that the elements of the currents do not act upon 
themselves, but excite currents in conducting matter which is lateral 
to them. On using a voltaic battery with fifty pairs of plates the 
effects were exactly similar to those with a single pair. The author 
concludes with remarking upon the advantages presented by electro- 
magnetic machines, in which the current is permitted to move in a 
complete metallic circuit of great length during the first instant of its 
formation, by which means great intensity is given by induction to 
the electricity which at that moment passes. 

On the Determination of the Terms in the Disturbing Function, 
of the Fourth Order, as regards the Eccentricities and Inclinations 
which give rise to Secular Inequalities. By J. W. Lubbock. 

In the theory of the secular inequalities, the terms in the disturfaing 
function of the fourth order, as regards the inclinations, have hitherto 
been neglected. As the magnitude of these terms depends, in a great 
measure, upon certain numerical co-efficients, it is impossible to form 
any precise notion, a priori^ with respect to their amount, and as to 
the error which may arise from neglecting them. The author has, 
therefore, considered it desirable to ascertain their analytical express 
sions. The details of this calculation form the subject of this«paper. 



On the Results of Tide Observations made in June 1834, at the 
Coast Guard Stations in Great Britain and Ireland. By the Rev. 
W. Whewell. 

This paper consists of a statement of certain deductions which the 
author draws from such of the registered tidal observations as have 
been reduced ; by correcting the times, as far as the methods em- 
ployed would allow, and subtracting from each time of tide, the 
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time of the previous transit of the mooii> in order to obtain the 
interval. He infers that the tide is not affected by distant and 
^neral irregularities^ but that it is irregular only so far as it is 
influenced by causes which operate in the neighbourhood ; as^ for 
example, the effect of the wind in connexion with the form of the 
land. By obtaining means for different localities^ the effect of the 
disturbing causes may be estimated. 

An examination of the results of the time of high water, conducted 
by erecting a series of equi-distant ordinates to represent the intervals 
of the moon's transit and high water^ and drawing a continuous line 
through the extremities of these ordinates, shews that the curves 
present^ in general^ the form of that deduced by Mr. Lubbock^ from 
the London observations ; and^ in most instances, the tides of a single 
place present the features of agreement with the theory which Mr. 
Lubbock has shewn to obtain with such remarkable exactness in the 
London tides : that is^ the ordinate of the curve has^ in the course of 
the fortnight, a minimum and a maximum magnitude, so that the 
curve assumes the form od. The amount of flexure is not, however, 
the same at all places, as appears from comparing the observations at 
Brest, Plymouth, and London. Hence the fallacy of attempting to 
deduce the mass of the moon from the phenomenon of tides, as advo«- 
cated by Laplace. 

The force of the moon determines only the amount of the semi- 
menstrual inequality. This inequality has a common form, though 
diflTeiing in amount at eadi place. If, therefore, we introduce a 
local semi-menstrual inequality, in addition to the general one ; the 
discrepancies of the curve might be reconciled. These curves appear 
flatter at promontaries, and become more so as the tide wave pro- 
ceeds. Another cause, viz. the meeting of the tides may, however, 
possess some influence in producing this shape. The tide waves must 
meet at some indeterminate point : as, for instance, on the coast of 
Kent, and at this poini the tide is later than it is if we proceed along 
the coast, either east and north, or south and west. Still the meeting 
of the tides is not a single point, but, in reality, takes place along 
the whole coast, from the Me of Wight to the Downs, and perhaps 
to the coast of Suffolk. 

The diurnal difference of the height of the tides ranges from two 
or three inches to one foot. This difference may be traced as far as 
Portland Bill, but from this point the tides are not affected by it. 
The' tide hour varies very rapidly on rounding the main promon- 
tories of the coast, and where the cotidal lines drawn to correspond 
with such conditions, are brought near together, the place of high 
water moves slowly, so that it is high water at one point while at a 
neighbouring point the water is considerably below its greatest height, 
which will produce a difference of level and a rapid stream tide. 

On certain peculiarities in the double Refraction, and Absorption 
of Light, exhibited in the oxalate of chromium and potash. By Sir 
David Brewster. 

This salt occurs in flat irregular six-sided prisms, the two broadest 
faces being inclined to each other like the faces of a wedge, whose 
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sharp edge is the summit of the crystal* The broad fieioes axe indiiied 
upon the adjacent faces at an angle of 64^ The crystal is terminated 
by four minute planes^ equally inclined to the broad face and the axis 
of the prisra^ but two of the faces ofben disappear. The crystals are 
generally opaque^ and at thicknesses not much above the ^V^l^ of an 
inch ; they are quite impervious to the sun*s rays. Their colour hy 
reflected light is then nearly Uack ; but their powder^ in daylight^ 
is green, and French s^ray by candle light. In the smaller crystals 
te colour is blue, both by reflected and transmitted light. The 
refractive index is about 1*005 and 1*506. At a certain small thick- 
ness the least refracted image is bright blue, and the most refracted 
image bright green in daylight^ or bright pink in candle light. 
The blue, when analyzed, consists of a mixture of green, and the 
green an admixture of red. 

At greater thicknesses the blue becomes purer and fainter, and the 
ffreen passes into red; and at a certain tluckness the least refracted 
blue image disappears altogether, and the most refracted image is 
olive-green. At still greater thicknesses this image disappears also, 
and absolute opacity ensues. With polarized light, when the axis 
of the crystal is in the plane of polarization, the transmitted light is 
green, but when perpendicular it is blue. In solution the double 
refraction disappears, but the other appearances are observed as in 
the solid state. The crystal excites a specific action on the red ray 
between A & B of Fraunhofer ; a sharp and narrow black band being 
formed, which constitutes a fixed line in all artificial lights. The 
relations of this salt to common and polarized light, may be examined 
by placing upon a plate of glass a few drops of a saturated solution 
of it in water. If the crystals are slowly formed they will be found 
of various thicknesses, each thickness exhibiting a different colour, 
varying from perfect transparency through all shades of pale-yeUow, 
green, and ilue, in daylight, and through all shades of pale-yellow, 
pale-orange, red, and blue in candle-light. 



Second Essay on a General Method in Dynamics. By W. R. 
Hamilton. 

In his First Essay, the author observed, that many eliminations 
required by this method, in its first conception, might be avoided by 
a general transformation, introducing the time explicitly into a part 
8 of the whole characteristic function V. In the present Essay he 
fixes his attention chiefly on this part S, and to call it the Principal 
function. Its properties are more fully developed, especially in 
application to questions of perturbation, in which it enables us to 
express accurately the disturbed configuration of a system by the 
rules of undisturbed motion, if only the mutual components of velo- 
cities be changed in a suitable manner. 



Continuation of a paper on the twenty-five feet Zenith Telescope, 
lately erected at the Royal Observatory. By John Pond. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1836.] 



Philosapkical Transactions. 



469 



, The observations made by means <^ tbis instrument have confirmed 
tbe accuracy of tbe results obtained in determining tbe place of any 
«tar passing the meridian near tbe zenith. 

We have now three methods of observing this : Ist^ By the mural 
circles : 2nd^ By. the zenith telescope, used alternately east and west, 
and 3rd, by means of a small subsidiary star. 



Geometrical Investigation concerning the Phenomena of Terrestrial 
Magnetism. By T. S. Davies. 

The present series of papers is chiefly intended to deduce the ma- 
thematical consequences of the theory of two poles situated arbitrarily 
within the earthy and especially to investigate the singular points 
an^ lines which result from the intersection of the earth's surface 
with other surfaces related to the magnetic poles, especially the points 
at which the needle is vertical, the Hnes of equal dip, the Halleyan 
lines, the isodynamic lines and the Hansteen poles. He investigates 
at length the hypothesis of the duality of the terrestrial magnetic 
poles, and shews that the question cannot be determined definitely 
until the dipping needle is brought to a greater state of perfection 
and the influence of geological and meteorological sources of distur- 
bance can be accurately appreciated. 

Researches towards establishing a theory of the Dispersion of 
light. By the Rev. Baden Powell. 

For an abstract of this paper vide p. 147 of the present volume of 
. the '' Records." 



Metem*ology. 

On the Atmospheric Tides and Meteorology of Dukhun, (Deccan), 
East Indies. By Lieut.-Colonel W. H. Sykes. 

This is a paper of great interest, as it contains a mass of facts 
accumulated with great labour and care, in a portion of the world 
where science, with the exception of botany, has hitherto been almost 
unknown. The author, in the first instance, proceeds to describe 
his instruments and his mode of proceeding to observation. These 
are important points, and 4eserve an attentive consideration. The 
proper mode of mounting meteorological instruments for observations 
in tropical climates is particularly adverted to. Ivory scales and 
reservoirs are proved to be useless ; the substitution of metals being 
absolutely necessary. The conclusions to which the observations 
lead are principally as follow : In the Dukhun four atmospheric 
tides exist in the 24 hours ; two diurnal and two nocturnal, each 
consisting of a maximum and minimum tide. These, as compared 
with observations at the Royal Society, are 



Nocturnal falling minimum 
tide from 10---11 p.m to 4 — 5 

A«M. 

Poonah . . —•0181 
Royal Society —'0162 



Diurnal maximum falling 
tide from 9 — 10 a.m. to 4—6 



P.M. 



Poonah 



— 1166 



Royal Society — -0289 
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Nocturnal maximum rising 
tide from 4—5 p.m. to 10 — 11 

P.M. 

Poonah . . + -0884 
Royal Society -f "0272 



Diurnal rising tide from 
4—5 A.M. to © — 10 A.M. 

Poonah . . + ^0445 
Royal Society + -0185 

These tides occur within the same limited hours as in America 
and Europe^ the greatest mean diurnal oscillations taking place in 
the coldest months, and the smallest tides in the damp months of 
the monsoon ; while at Madras the smallest oscillations are in the 
hottest months, and in Europe it is supposed the smallest oscillations 
are in the coldest months. The diurnal and nocturnal tides are 
regular whatever the thermometric or hygrometric indications may 
be, or whatever the state of the weather ; storms and hurricanes 
only modifying them. The mean diurnal oscillations at Poonah, 
1,^3 feet high, are greater than at Madras. At a higher level than 
Poonah, the diurnal tides were less, while the nocturnal tides were 
greater. The maximum mean pressure of the atmosphere is ^eatest 
in December or January, then gradually diminishing until July or 
August, and subsequently increasing to the coldest months. The 
annual range of the thermometer is less in Dukhun than in Europe, 
but the diurnal range is much greater. The annual mean dew point 
is higher at 9^ 30' than at sunrise or 4 p.m. The highest dew paints 
occur in the monsoon, the lowest in the cold months. The rain in 
Dukhun is only 28 per cent, of the rain in Bombay (Records, voL i. 
p. 291.^ ninety or a hundred miles to the east. Fogs are rare, and 
are always dissipated by 9 — 10 a.m. Circular and white rain- 
hqfWB occur; solar radiation is very great; the atmosphere is very 
opaque in hot weather, and the mirage is distinct. 



II.— iVw W(yrks. 

1. Lehrbuch der Geologie und Geognosie, von Dr. R. C. von Leon- 
hard« V. Lieferung. Stuttgart, I8d4. 

This work has especial reference to the vicinity of Stuttgard. 
The preceding part treats of the general proportions of terrestrial 
bodies ; the heat of the earth, with its density and magnetism. The 
fifUi number comprises the formation of hills and mountains and 
vallies, mountain-passes, plains, and the bottom of the sea. The 
sixth part will contain an account of air and water, under the divi- 
sions of oceans, atmospheric vapour and dew, wells, rivers, seas, ice, 
snow, &c The seventh portion'will be occupied with the changes 
produced on the earth's surface by the chemical action of water, — the 
encroachments of the sea, and action of the atmosphere upon rocks. 



2. Lehrbuch der Botanik, von Dr. G. M. Bischpff. II. Band. 

This volume begins with the anatomical structure of plants; thw 
vessels, roots, stem, bark^ fruit, seed ; and terminates wi& an account 
of their chemical composition. 
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3. Resoludo Problematis de circuli Quadratura juxta calculam quem 
cdliseie potuit Joaquimus Antonius de Oleveira Lekad Presbyter 
sectUaris, 8fc, London 1835. 

The author^ in this pamphlet^ attempts to solve a problem which 
has long been given up as incapable of solution^ after having en- 
gaged the attention of the first mathematicians of every age. Unlike> 
however^ the Sieur Mathulon, who offered a sum of money^ with the 
greatest arrogance^ to any one who should prove his pretended quad- 
rature false, (it consisted in dividing a circle into two quadrants^ and 
turning these outward so as to form a square), our author tells us 
that if he is made sensible by solid reasons that his opinion is erro-^ 
neous, he will willingly submit to the voice of truth. He observes : 
'^ In order that we may the more easily reduce any circle whatever 
into a square, we will do it in the following manner: Let us divide 
the diameter of the circle into 5 equal parts ; we will take four of 
these parts, which will be equal to one side of the square, and which 
18 equal to the circle in the periphery but not in the space. Let us 
then seek a- middle proportioned line between the diameter of the 
circle and that of the square ; and behold the side of another square 
perfectly equal to the circle in space." 

He very candidly subjoins two refutations by mathematicians of 
his solution ; one is, '' The square has been divided into 8 equal parts, 
and the arc of the quadrant surpasses its cord by i th part. The 
radius of the circle is equal to 5 ; but if the square of the cord is 
equal to double the square of the radius, it follows, that 7 squares 
are equal to the double of 5 ; that is to say, 49 s= 50." This does not 
convince our author, but he exclaims : *' Ecce nobilis et praeclari 
geometrice eruditi, ecce sententia mea quam honorifice censurse ves- 
trse submitto ; enim desidero inexhaustum veritatis thesaurum magis 
magisque hominibus patefieri; ad quod aliquoties audaces fortuna 
juvat. 



Article IX. 

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. 

I. — Nature of the Combinations of Alkalies with 
Carbonic Add.* 

POTASH AND CABBONIC ACID. 

1. To determine the nature of this compound, Henry Rose placed 
4*001 grms. (61*73 grs.) of the crystals of bi-carbonate of potash in a 
vacuum over sulphuric acid, for 20 hours. They lost '002 grms. 
(*03 grs.) ; 1*427 (22 grs.) of the pounded salt lost, in the same time, 
*003 grms. ('046 grs.) The first loss being equivalent to -05, and 
the second to '21 per cent 

2. 1*905 grms. (29*33 grs.) of the same salt, finely pounded, when 
placed under a bell glass on a plate upon which a quantity of caustic 

* Poggendorff's Ann. xxxiy. 149. 
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potadi was deponted, lost in 16 bmin "009 grms. (*138 grs.) or 7*25 
gn. per cent.^ and in the succeeding 16 hours *001 gnn. ("Old grs.) 

3. 0-d44 grms. (1453 grs.) of bi-carbonate of potash were dis- 
aolved in 1 loth ('469 tnj ounce) of cold water^ and evaporsted to 
dryness at a temperature of about 60% over sulphuric add ;* the loss 
of carbonic acid and water sustained in some days was "06 grms. 
(•»26 grs.) or 6-36 per cent 

4b 1*617 gnns. (24*9 grs.) of biH:arbonate were, dissolved in '939 
ounces of cold water^ the solution was evaporated in a vacuum over 
caustic potash and sulphuric acid. After evaporation the residue was 
again dissolved in *46 ounces of cold water^ 14 days were occupied 
in the process^ and the salt was still moist ; the salt was therefore dis- 
solved in water^ the solution replaced by one of chloride of calcium, 
to which some ammonia was added; the resulting carbonate of lime 
was filtered ; it weighed *95l grms. (14*64 grs.) and contained 6*391 
grs. carbonic add. In 100 parts of the bi-carbonate this amounted 
to 25*7 pei^ cent. ; so that^ as the carbonic add in the bi-carbonate 
amounts to 43*95 per cent., 18-25 per cent of carbonic add was dis- 
charged. There remains, therefore, some more add than is necessary 
to form a simple carbonate. 

5. 2*451 arms. (37*75 grs.) of bi-carbonate were dissolved in 3*75 
ounces of cold water ,- the solution was placed in a vacuum for 24 
hours. The solution treated with chloride of caldum and ammonia 
gave 2-21] grms. (34*049 grs.) carbonate of lime, which contained 
14-87 grs. carbonic acid. Therefore, 39*43 per' cent, of the 43*95 
per cent, carbonic add contained in the bi-carbonate remained in tibe 
solution, and 4*52 were discharged. 

6. By repeated evaporation and solution in vacuo, in other trials, 
as much as 10*62 per cent of carbonic add were given off. He 
found that much more carbonic add was given off when a substance 
was placed under a receiver which could absorb the carbonic acid, 
than when sulphuric add alone was used. 

7. 100 parts of bi-carbonate, when boiled at the usual atmospheric 
pressure, gave off 11*85 per cent, of carbonic acid, while 32-10 re- 
mained combined with the potash. 

8. 1*143 grms. (17*6 grs.) dissolved in 21} ounces of water were 
boiled down to 4*69 ounces ; the solution being treated with muriate 
of lime gave 24*51 per cent, carbonate of lime. 

9. 1*056 grms. (16*17 grs.) bi-carbonate were dissolved in 3*6 
ounces of water, and boiled in a retort, to the neck of which a tube 
was adapted, and conveyed under mercury, whose height was some- 
what more than an indi ; 8*95 per cent, of carbonic add were dis- 
charged. By increasing the pressure the quantity discharged was 

It follows, from the first and second experiments, that the whole 
of the carbonic add and water of crystallization is so intimately 
combined with the potash in bi-carbonate of potash, that the removal 
of the atmospheric pressure, either by means of sulphuric add or 
caustic potash, has no influence in decomposing the salt, which, how- 
ever, is the case with a solution of the salt in cold water. From the 
fifth experiment, we learn that the removal, of the atmospheric pi«8- 
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note ia sufficient to extract carbonic acid from a solution of the 8ai$ 
at the usual temperature. The way in which seaqui-carbonate of 
potash is formed is explained hj the sixth and seventh experiments. 

Rose has often evaporated a solution of bi-carhonale of potaah 
in vacuo over sulphuric acid« to obtain sesqui-carbonate. of rpotaak ay 
recommended bj fierthoUet. He obtained a mass^ of whidi a pari 
deliquesced in moist air^ while^ in the dry portion^ crystals of bi-car« 
bonate could be detected. The deliquescent mass afforded a precipi« 
tate in the cold with sulphate of magnesia. Hence, it contained 
simple carbonate. It is, therefore, proper to determine whether an 
alkaline carbonate is a simple or douUe salt by this means. 



SODA AND CARBONIC ACID. 

10. 1-9705 grms. (30 '338 grs.) of bi-carbonate of soda were dis- 
solved in 8'442 ounces of water, and evaporated to dryness in vacuo 
over sulphuric acid. The discharged carbonic acid was occasionally 
removed by the action of the pump. In the solution remained 38*28 per 
cent, of carbonic acid, nearly the quantity to form a sesqui-carbonate. 

11. The 8th experiment was repeated by boiling- 1*264 grms. 
(19*465 grs.) of bi-carbonate of soda dissolved in water. The solu- 
tion contained 31*74 per cent, of carbonic acid. This ia a larger 
quantity than is contained in the carbonate, and less than is necessair 
to form a sesqui-carbonate — the former requiring 26*10, and the 
latter 39*15 per cent, of carbonic acid. It appears from this result, 
and others which Rose obtained, that if the solution were boiled long 
enough, especially in an open vessel, the bi-carbonate would be corn- 
pletely changed into carbonate. Soltmann, a large manufacturer 
prepares sesqui-carbonate by evaporating a solution of bi-carbonate, 
but never by mixing the bi-carbonate with carbonate. These crystals 
are small, and possess the exact shape of trona or native sesqui-car- 
bonate ; they are, however, mixed with some carbonate. 

12. 0*821 grms. (12*64 grs.) bi-carbonate of soda were dissolved 
in *469 ounces of cold water, and at the usual temperature and pres- 
sure evaporated over sulphuric add, the solution being surrounded 
with caustic potash ; the dried mass weighed 0*666 (10*25 grs.) : it 
was again dissolved in the same quantity of water and again evapo- 
rated. It now weighed -643 grms. (9*902 grs.). The solution of 
this residue in water gave *564grms. (8*684 grs.) carbonate of lime = 
*2465 grms. (3*78 grs.) carbonic acid. The mass consisted of *3043 



grms. (4*68 grs.) soda, *2465 grms. (3*78 grs.) carbonic add, and 
*0922 grms. (1 '41 grs.) water. The usual method of determining the 
quantity of carbonic acid in mineral waters, it is obvious from these 
experiments, cannot be correct. To obtain the tru^ quantity, the 
water should be predpitated with chloride of caldum, or rather 
chloride of barium, the solution of one of these salts should be added 
to the water, along with a quantity of ammonia, and the predpitate 
allowed to subside in a well corked flask. The predpitate contains 
sulphate and phosphates, should the water contain these adds. Hav- 
ing weighed them, aftear ignition, the sulphate is treated with an 
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acid^ and the ^osplioiie add in adution determined. When the 
mineral wa^ contains earths and oxide of iron dissolved in carbonic 
acld^ these will be precipitated by the ammonia. It is^ therefore, 
beat to boil a portion of the water, and to subtract the weight of the 
precipitate of earthy and iron carbonates thus precipitated &mn the 
weight of the product which is produced by the ammonia, added to 
the solution of the baxytes or lime precipitant. Carbonates of lime 
and baiytes, as must be obserred, are not wholly insoluble in water, 
and, therefore, the quantities in solution should be appreciated. 



II. — Pharmaceutical Preparations, 

I. Thb Ballota lanata (Leonurua lanatus. Pars Pamera muU 
tifidaj Monch), grows in Siberia and China. In Siberia it is used^ 
according to Pallas, in headache and ascites. Professor Brera re« 
commends it especially in ascites proceeding from gout and rheuma- 
tism. The best form for administering it is the decoction. This is 
formed by boiling half an ounce of the root for a quarter of an hour 
with eight ounces of water ; half of this should be taken morning 
and evening. — Gazetta ecleltica di Farmacia, Anno iii. 189. 

2. The Carragaheen or Irish Moss, (Chondr'us crupusj has 
been strangely overlooked in this country. On the Continent (^/oum. 
de Chim. Medic, i. 184) it is extensively employed, and forms an 
excellent mucilage, in the proportion of 1 oz. carragaheen to 3 lbs. 
water. The mixture is to be boiled for 15 or 20 minutes in a basin 
over a slow fire, and then withdrawn and passed rapidly through 
linen. Although it contains only 1 in 30 parts of the sea-weed, yet 
it possesses as much consistence as the muolage of gum arabic, with 
ten times as much gum. It is not precipitated by alix)hol, which is 
the case with eum-arabic and Iceland moss. Irish moss is an analeptic, 
and is used m pthisis, general debility, as well as in dysentery 
and chronic diarrhea, either in the form of decoction or jelly. 
The jelly is formed by mixing 5 ounces of the mudl^ with 4 
ounces of lump-sugar, and boiling down to 8 ounces. When cooled 
it forms a jelly of fine consistence. The analeptic milk of Thodunter 
is made of 24 ounces of cow's milk, 4 scruples of Irish moss, white 
sugar an ounce, bruised cannella 1 scruple. Boil for 10 minutes, and 
express. When cooled this jelly may be used at table, and eaten 
with cream. 

The Chondrtis crispua grows plentifully on our coasts, especially 
in Ireland and Scotland; and is used as a jelly in the former country. 
The frond is dichotomous, plain ; margin, entire ; segments spread- 
ing, linear, with bifid apices ; capsules, subhemispherical, imbedded in 
the disk of the frond. It grows in tufts, from two to four inches 
high. — {Johnston's Flora of Berwick). 

3. In some Pharmacopeias, instructions are ^ven to rectify spirt'- 
tus etheris nitrici over calcined magnesia. Kdttscher, apothecary 
at Wiedenbriick, prefers caustic potash, in the proportion of 80 ounces 
of spirit to 4 ounces of solution of caustic potash. The distillation 
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goes on qmetly^ and no prussio ^d is fcnrmed. — Brande's Pharm^ 
Zeit, 16, 251. 1835. 

4. According to the plan recommended by the Pharmacopeia 
Belgictt^ when the muriate of iron is dissolved in water a consider- 
able reddue remains. Kop adopts a method of preparing this salt 
which renders it completely soluble. He dissolves the oxide of iron 
in muriatic add^ evaporates the solution in a glass flask upon the 
sand-bath^ tiU it acquires such a consistence as to soHdify when drop- 
ped upon a cdd body from a glass rod. The flask is then taken from 
the sand-bath and allowed to cool. The mass is completely soluble 
in water ; the solution possesses a blackish colour. — Mulder's Na* 
tuur en Seheikund, Arch. i. 287* 

5. Aqua Bihelli, — Numerous trials have been made in Oermany 
by Dr. Kosch to determine the hemorrhages in which this styptic is 
peculiarly efficacious. The conclusions come to are, that it answers 
well in parench3rmatou8 Ueedings, and for hemorrhages during opera- 
tions^ especially of tumors where a number of vessels are opened ; a 
piece of lint dipped in the preparation is to be introduced into the 
wound. It is also very useful in bleedings from the diseased vessels 
of old persons^ or cachechtic individuals, and where the bleeding 
vessels are so deeply situated that they cannot be isolated. — Grdfe 
and Waliker'8 J (mm, fur Chir. und Augenheilkunde, xx. 58^. 



III. — Statistics of Geneva,* 

According to M. E. Mallet, the plague, or at least a disease bearing 
that name/in the Genevese Annals, appeared first at Geneva in 1012^ 
where it is said to have carried off 4,000 persons. In 1349 it pre- 
vailed over almost the whole known world ; — 6,000 persons died of 
it in Geneva. It shewed itself likewise in 1473—90—92, 1503—^4 
—05, & — 29. Indeed, it appears to have scarcely left the dty for 
many years about this time. In 1530 it was suspected that a man of 
the name of Caddoy extended the disease by dipping rags in the 
V matter of the boils and throwing them in the street. He was put to 
death on this account. It appeared again in 1542, — 43,^ — 45, — 68, 
—(59,— 70,— 72. In 1596 it carried off 4 persons ; 1597, 14; 1598, 
178; 1599, 77- 1^1 1615 it began in July and ceased in January 
following, and destroyed 1,648 persons. In 1628 19 people died of 
plague; 1629, 158 persons; 1630, 117; and 1631, 15 people. 
The last plague began in 1636, when 575 people died; in 1637, 
178; 1638,347; 1639, 221; 1640, 122. Since 1640 the plague 
has not re-appeared at Geneva. 

, If we take the whole population at 15,000, fix>m 1630 to 1640, 
the mortality from the plague is 1 in 52 persons. The mean of the 
deaths from the same disease above the usual mortality is 34*6 per 
cent. With regard to the ages of the persons who died, the mor- 

* Bibliotheque UnirerseUe, January 1835. 
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tality at 9 yean of age web more than doable the lumal mortality at 
the same age ; from 10 to 25^ more than triple the ordinary mor- 
tality ; from 40 to 50, not half greater ; while at 60 it is less, and at 
70 it is more than half less than the usual mortality ; and at 80 infi- 
nitely less. Hence, the plague appears not to be a dangerous disease 
in advanced life. This is exactly the reverse of the mortality in 
cholera. While t3rphus is most common between the years of 20 & 
40 ; it rarely occurs above 40. From i year of age to 80 the deaths 
from cholera are to those from plague as 1 to 7 ; f^om 30 to 80 the 
proportion is reversed; — the mortality from plague being to that 
from cholera as 1 to 8. 

In 1834^ according to the census, the population of Greneva con- 
sisted of 12,573 males, 14,604 females == 27, 177 total In February 
1828 the population was 11,978 males, 14,143 females = 26,121 
total. Shewing an increase of -^ in six years. 
- 1. The births in 1834 were : males, (legitimate, 281 ; natural, 
17,) 321; females, (legitimate, 304; natural, 23,) 304. Total, 
625. The proportion of births to the population is 1 to 43'48. The 
illegitimate children amount to 6*4 per cent. There were six cases 
of twins, viz. 2 with 2 boys, 1 with 2 girls, and 3 with a boy and 
a girl. 

2. Still born : Males (legitimate, 27 ; natural, 2,) 29 ; females, 
(legitimate, 10; natural, 3,) 13, or -^th of the births. 

3. Marriages: Between previously unmarried persons, 187; 
young men and widows, 7 ; divorced men, and young women, 2 ; 
widowers and young women, 24 ; widowers and widows, 7 = 227 ; 
or 1 marriage for every 120 persons. 

4. Divorces = 3 ; 2 from assigned causes, and 1 by mutual 
consent. 

5. Deaths: Males, young men^ 168; married, 103; widowers, 
49 s 320 s' 11920, ^ght years together. Females: young 
women, 146; married, 86; widows, 81 = 313 = 13,043, four 
years. Total of both sexes, 633. 

Of these 92 or -i died in the hospital (60 males, or ^, and 32 
females, or 4^.) The proportion of deaths to the population is 
1 to 42-93. 

The mean term of life for men is 37, years 3 months ; for women, 
41 years 8 months 2 days; both sexes, 39 years 5 months 7 days ; 
and the probable term of life for men is 38 years ; for women, 45 
years 3 months; both sexes, 41 years 4 months 15 days. The num- 
ber of suicides investigated are 7> viz. 2 men by means of cutting 
instruments, 1 man by fire-arms, 3 women by throwing themselves 
from a height, and 1 man by drowning. No person died from 
small pox. There were 264 vaccinations ascertained. 

6. Proportion of deaths to births. — Males, births, 321; 
deaths, 320 = -{- 1 excess of males. Females, births, 304 ; deaths, 
313 = — 9 = excess of deaths. Total births = 625 ; deaths, 633> 
leaving 8 for the decrease in the population. 
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IV. — On Chemical Symhols. 

In answer to the observations made upon chemical symbols, at p. 
315 of this volume, two communications have been received, one from 
a correspondent, whose name I should have wished to have accom- 
panied the publication of his observations, and the other from Mr. 
Hney. 

1. My correspondent P proceeds, 

** Nothing having app^ired in your Number just come out, in 
accordance with your invitation to discuss some points relating to 
symbols : a subsoiber sends in the following summary, by way of 
commencement, with a view of expediting the tables you promise us. 

** The general advantages of chemical symbols may be these. They 
exhibit to the eye an atomic analysis of every compound, at once 
concise and distincft ; and ultimate, except where organic acids or 
bases enter into the composition. This is convenient for tabulating 
bodies for comparison; for exemplifying the changes which take 
place in the re-action of compound bodies ; and, which is of more 
consequence, obviates the need of circumlocution in our nomenclature, 
a difficulty continually increasing with discoveries among the more 
complex atomic combinations. 

" Their significations are theoretical, and consequently liable to 
change, until the true integer atoms shall have been determined ; a 
consummation of which there is little hope at present, whilst the 
thermic atoms of simple bodies come out ^, \, or even ^th of those 
deduced from analysis ( Avogadro Records of General Science^u, 34.) 
and another class of them gives the gaseous volume i of the analytical 
atom as compared with oxygen, {ist Prin. ii. 478; and Dumas 
Chim. app. aux arts, passim). Whether M. Ampere's distinction 
into atoms, molecules, &c., {^Ann, de Chim, et de Physique, April 
1835), may eventually help to clear the subject, time will show. In 
the mean while, it is for us to be content, to have our symbols keep 
pace with our atomic knowledge, and ihat with the progress en 
analysis. Our symbols and our terms must change together, and the 
objection applies equally to both. 

" Conciseness is an object, as far as may be consistent with distinct- 
ness; not only on account of occupying less room, but as more 
promptly entering the eye and the mind. And this condition is well 
fulfilled by taking the mere initials of the names ; preferring th& 
Latin, as a common language. 

" This gives us, O, oxygenium ; H, hydrogenium ; C, carbon ; S, 
sulphur ; but chlorine would again come to C. To distinguish here, 
another letter must be affixed ; and CI, for chlorine ; Cu, for copper, 
(Cuprum); Co, cobaltum; Ca, calcium; Ce, cerium; Cr, chro- 
mium, &c ; adding but little to their length, makes them all dear. 

'' So far chemists seem now almost agreed ; the doubts expressed 
by you, apply to the super-imposed dots ; for the atoms of oxygen K O 
is not much less concise, and certainly clearer than K ; but K O S O' 
is rather confused, and K O + S O^ a longer formula than KS; 
and when toKO + S 0» -f-3A10 + 3SOsH-24HOis 
superadded, the formula becomes rather formidable compared with 
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KS+ SAl'S +S4H. The latter has the advantage in distincu 
ness, as well as hrevity ; the sign + heing interposed between the 
compounds of the second order (or those and water) not betweoi ^e 
combinations of acid and base ; whilst the common negative element 
is placed in circumstances of particular facility of computation^ where 
the eye perceives its proportions, in the different ingredients^ with 
hardly an effort of the mind. The law to which this kst commenda- 
tion applies, Professor Thomson has been at some pains to invalidate ; 
but as it holds good in salts containing bases of (Ms O^.) as well as 
of M (M O) and in the sulpho-salts, and compounds of chlorine^ &a> 
as well as in the oxy-salts, it seems fairly entitled to the character of 
a general law, notwithstanding a few exceptions. 

'' A little more care, on the part of the printer, the points may 
require, thus applied out of their usual place and signification. Bat 
if this objection is intended to hold furdier than ^th the printer, it 
is anticipated by the mathematicians, in the alternative of the letters 
and exponents. K O they say, signifies K multiplied into O ; and 
S O', S multiplied into O cube; and they ought not to be used by 
chemists in any other sense. They have, however, already practi- 
cally repelled, not only your oljections, by using the point equally 
out of place, as a fluxivoal sign : but their own, by continually 
employing the alphabetic characters, both italic and Greek, without 
re^urd to their proper signification. It remains to be shown why 
the chemist should be*more restricted. 

'^ These are the chief reasons that occur to the writer for the use 
of symbols, and of the particular ones in question. It is needless to 
fill your pages with anticipations of objections which may be better 
answered if they arise. P." 

2. Mr. Hiley urges the mathematical objection against the use of 
S O* preferring S -f 3 O (the type of the numeral exceeding in si^e 
those of the symbols of the elements), and recommending the inters 
position of the positive sign in all cases, as Ba + O for Barytes, and 
(Ba + O) + (C H- 2 O) for carbonate of barytes; N + 50 for 
nitric add ; 2 Cu + CI, for dichloride of copper, &c. ; or to those 
who '' woidd prefer sacrificing explicitness to brevity," the symbol 
(Ba + C) for carbonate of barytes, might be more acceptable. With 
regard to points and commas, lus " decided opinion is, that they ought 
to be laid aside." They bear no similarity, he continues, '^ to the 
other symbolical expressions With which we are acquainted. They 
are like nothing in algebra or other parts of mathematics, or at all 
events, wherever signs of this nature have been used, their applica- 
tkm is entirely different, and moreover, their positions vary. The 
dot when employed in algebra, is placed alongside the symbol, as a. 
b, c, and indicates multiplication. Whereas, when chemically ap- 
plied, its situation is over the symbol, and is indicative of addition. 
As in algebra the vinculum in the shape of a parenthesis is preferred 
to the long line drawn over each of the compound factors : so in the 
case of symbols, initial letters and figures are more eligible than points 
and commas." 

* This symbol for alumina accords with Thomson's atomic system, not that of 
Berzelius. I do not give it as the true one. 
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V. — Weather at Madras. 

Mean height of the Thermometer and Barometer during the North^^ 
£a8t and South West Monsoons^ between 1796 and 1821 : 

NORTH-EAST MONSOON BETWEEN 1796 & 1821. 



Months. 


Thennometer. 


Barometer. 


Rain in inches 

from 
1803 to 1825 


October 

November .... 
December .... 
January .... 
February .... 
March ..... 


81-858 
78-672 
75-843 
75-168 

77157 
79 920 


29-942 
29-956 
30-074 
30086 
30-076 
30041 


12-273 
13-937 
7-522 
0-737 
0-099 
0-469 


78103 


30-029 


NORTH-WEST MONSOON BETWEEN 1796 & 1821. 


Months. 


Thermometer. 


Barometer. 


Rain in inches 

&om 
1803 to 1825. 


Api-il .*.... 
May . • . • • 

June 

July 

August 

September. ^ • • 

Difference . 


82-471 
86-918 
88159 
85-645 
84-732 
83-825 


29-956 
29851 
29861 
29-867 
29-879 
29-908 


0333 
1-364 
0-854 
2-945 
3883 
4-359 


85-283 
78.013 


29-887 
30-029 


48-756 


7180 


0142 



Mean height of the Thermometer from 1796 to 1821, 81°-700 

„ Barometer „ 29*964 in. 

The hottest day, by the mean of observations made during twenty- 
one years, is the 15th of June, when the mean heat of the thermo-^ 
meter was 89^-19 ; the mercury varying from 95''-l to 81°-6 

The greatest heat was 104*^^; the minimum heat 64^. The 
hottest part of the day is about | hour past noon ; the coolest period 
is about half after 4 in the morning ; and the mean temperature at 
7 in the evening and 9 in the morning. — Trans. Royal Asiatic 
Society J vol. iii. 17. 
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p 15, 1 12, /er 25*41 , rMd 254*1. p 55, bottom, m»«ri after screen, placed at i / 
when the spectrum is received upon a screen, p 54, / 15 from bottom, and through- 
out /or Avogrado r€ad Avogadro. p 205, / 20, for 0*0694, read '9722, and ©ice 
vtria, p 205, / 6, for p^oacetic, substUuU pyroxylic, and vice versa, p 242 / 4, 
for solution, read saturation, p 243, / 19, /or saline, read silky, p ^4t7, I 2^, for 
washing, read wanting, p 250, / 14, for pressure, read presence, p 296, / 25, 
for the last sentence, read " The circumstance of the evolution of carbonic acid in 
this first stage, shews us that it forms the preliminary step to germination." p 516 
for freezes, read fuses. Digitized by VjjUU V IC 
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